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“1Then Jesus told his disciples a parable to show them that they should always pray and not give up. 2He said: “In a certain town there was a judge who neither feared God nor cared about men. 3And there was a widow in that town who kept coming to him with the plea, ‘Grant me justice against my adversary.’
 4“For some time he refused. But finally he said to himself, ‘Even though I don’t fear God or care about men, 5yet because this widow keeps bothering me, I will see that she gets justice, so that she won’t eventually wear me out with her coming!’” 
6And the Lord said, “Listen to what the unjust judge says. 7And will not God bring about justice for his chosen ones, who cry out to him day and night? Will he keep putting them off? 8I tell you, he will see that they get justice, and quickly, However, when the Son of Man comes, will he find faith on the earth?” 
9To some who were confident of their own righteousness and looked down on everybody else, Jesus told this parable: 10“Two men went up to the temple to pray, one a Pharisee and the other a tax collector. 11The Pharisee stood up and prayed about himself: ‘God I thank you that I am not like other men – robbers, evildoer, adulterers – or even like this tax collector. 12I fast twice a week and give a tenth of all I get.’ 

13“But the tax collector stood at a distance. He would not even look up to heaven, but beat his breast and said, ‘God have mercy on me, a sinner.’ 
14“I tell you that this man, rather than the other, went home justified before God. For everyone who exalts himself will be humbled, and he who humbles himself will be exalted.””
Introduction

· If you aren’t a Christian, prayer will save you. Jesus may come into your heart and your life will never be the same again. You will have effectiveness in your ministry and in all the things you do in life because you live for the Lord. This is why we need to have a relationship with God.
· An hour of prayer was short for Jesus. At CFC, we try to emphasize for Christians to pray at least an hour a day. This time should be sweet, but others may see it as painful, agonizing, or torturous. How can this hour of prayer be sweet? Two parables in Luke 18 teach us how to make our prayer life sweet. There are two simple things to consider – the problem with theology and the problem with anthropology. We need to know God and we need to know ourselves. 
A. Theology – To Effectively Pray, You Need to Know God
The purpose of the parable – The power of persistence
Luke 18:1 Then Jesus told his disciples a parable to show them that they should always pray and not give up.
Luke 18:5 yet because this widow keeps bothering me, I will see that she gets justice, so that she won’t eventually wear me out with her coming!’”
1. To the disciples
a) To effectively pray, you need to know God.  This first parable is about a widow that goes before a bad judge and persistently asks him to grant her wish.  The purpose of this parable is shown in verse 1.  Jesus is telling his disciples this parable to show them that they should always pray and never give up.  
2. Always pray
a) The Gospel of Luke is addressing the followers of Christ.  Disciples should know how to pray.  The foundation of our Christian life should be consistent prayer.  
3. Not give up

a) Eugene Peterson says in his translation of the Bible, The Message, that “Jesus told them a story showing that it was necessary for them to pray consistently and never quit”.  We should never quit praying.
B. The character of the judge and God
Luke 18:2 He said: “In a certain town there was a judge who neither feared God nor cared about men.
Luke 18:6-7 6And the Lord said, “Listen to what the unjust judge says. 7And will not God bring about justice for his chosen ones, who cry out to him day and night? Will he keep putting them off?
1. The judge – Able but bad and impersonal
a) The foundation of prayer is your understanding of who you are praying to. The foundation of prayer is theology. We need to know whom we are speaking to otherwise you cannot consistently and persistently pray. In this parable, the judge has the ability to do right and bring justice, but he’s a bad judge because he does not care. 
2. God – Able, good, and personal

a) Jesus is using this parable to emphasize the character of God.  If persistence works with the bad judge, how much more will it work with God, who is good and personal. He’s emphasizing the character of God. He is with you every moment of your life, so you can persistently pray. Only when you know and understand this will you be able to lead in faith and prayer.
b) There are many times in our walk when we are in between the promise and the Promised Land; we may doubt what is going on.  In those times, if we trust in God then we can persist in our prayer.

C. Faith and prayer
Luke 18:8 I tell you, he will see that they get justice, and quickly. However, when the Son of Man comes, will he find faith on the earth?”

1. Theology – Power and love

a) We need to understand who God is, that he is powerful and loving towards you.
2. Personalized theology – Faith

a) We can’t just have a cerebral understanding of God.  God must be with us so that we can have faith.  Many of us might have theology but we must have personalized theology and testimony so that we can persist in God’s will through prayer and the Word.  Our cerebral and objective understanding of God must become subjective with heart knowledge. It has to be in your heart. He is great, awesome and can do all things for us. 
3. Persistence – Prayer

a) If we persist in prayer, we can be powerful and change this world for the glory of God. Lack of true understanding of God will hinder many things in a Christian life. God is infinite and we can never know him enough, so we need to consistently get close to the Lord. We need to get into the Scripture throughout our life. 

b) This past week I preached at a retreat for seminarians. We stayed up late at night eating noodles and talking about theology.  They asked me many questions about free will and God’s sovereignty. What I realized is that we have a choice in everything we do.  We will be responsible for our choices, but God is so powerful that he’s still sovereign over all things. God is infinitely great and awesome and we can’t grasp his sovereignty.
Ephesians 3:20-21 20 Now to him who is able to do immeasurably more than all we ask or imagine, according to his power that is at work within us, 21to him be glory in the church and in Christ Jesus throughout all generations, for ever an ever! Amen.
c) These days our imaginations are expanding through art and movies, but our imaginations are still nothing compared to all that He can do.

d) Not only is He powerful, but He is loving and personal.  Always get to know him more so that we can pray more powerfully. 
II. Anthropology – To Effectively Pray, You Need to Know Yourself
Luke 18:11-12 11 The Pharisee stood up and prayed about himself: ‘God, I thank you that I am not like other men – robbers, evildoers, adulterers – or even like this tax collector. 12I fast twice a week and give a tenth of all I get.’
A. Pride – Preoccupation with self
1. High pride – Preoccupation with self-exaltation
a) Preoccupation with own good
(1) The Pharisee had a lot of head knowledge but not enough heart knowledge.

(2) The subject of the Pharisee’s prayer is “I”, he is too preoccupied with himself.  
(3) People with high pride usually focus on their own attributes (I am good looking, I am smart, etc) or on what they can do (I am organized, I can help others, etc)

b) Preoccupation with other’s bad
(1) Many times when we feel good about ourselves, we feel judgmental toward others. 

(2) We need to discern and make sure our heart is not looking down on others.

(3) The Pharisee is focusing on how he is better than others and better than the tax collector.
2. Low pride – Preoccupation with desire for self-exaltation
a) Preoccupation with own bad
(1) This is deceptive pride.  It may come off as humble because you might say “I’m bad” but under it all is a desire for self-exaltation. It looks like humility but it is still preoccupation with self. You hate yourself because of your desire to be great.  

b) Preoccupation with other’s good
(1) Preoccupation with what others have leads to thee preoccupation with what you don’t have.  This leads to envy and jealousy because of a desire to be exalted.
(2) High pride or low pride is not an identity; it’s a condition of the heart.  We can switch between the two depending on our circumstances, but it’s still preoccupation with self.
B. Humility – Preoccupation with God
1. Good in self – Praise God for strengthening
a) In John 3, John the Baptist says “He must become greater, I must become less”.  We need to become more preoccupied with God and less with ourselves.  This does not mean we should be so preoccupied that we ignore others.  It’s not in absence of self-awareness or awareness of others, but it helps us to love others more.
b) Praise God for glorification grace.  He’s the one that gave us all that we have.  We need to use our gifts to exalt others and not ourselves. 
2. Bad in self – Praise God for forgiving

a) When we see bad things in ourselves, we need praise God because he is merciful and he forgives our weaknesses and mistakes.  We need to interpret these things with preoccupation with God.  
3. Good in others – Praise God for God’s kingdom

a) Instead of being envious, we can praise God because they have more gifts than us so they can use it for the glory of God.  
4. Bad in others – Praise God for forgiving love
a) We should not be judgmental of others, but we should praise God because God is gracious in our failures.
5. There were two great teachers in church history, George Whitfield and John Wesley.  They were contemporaries of each other, but Whitfield was Calvinist in his theology while Wesley was Armenian.  One time, a reporter asked Whitfield if he will see John Wesley in heaven.  Whitfield, with great humility and wisdom, said “No, because he will be so close to Jesus and to the throne and I’ll be so far away that I will barely be able to see him.  He is so much godlier than I.”  Despite the great differences in their theology, Whitfield had such great humility.
C. The remedy
1. God-centered thinking – God
Luke 18:13 “But the tax collector stood at a distance. He would not even look up to heaven, but beat his breast and said, ‘God, have mercy on me, a sinner.’
a) The focus of his prayer was God.  Life is not about pleasing ourselves or others, it is about pleasing God.
2. God-centered self-evaluation – Me
Luke 18:13 “But the tax collector stood at a distance. He would not even look up to heaven, but beat his breast and said, ‘God, have mercy on me, a sinner.’
a) As the tax collector sees himself in the perspective of God, he sees himself as a sinner. It’s not a self-deprecating view. In view of God, it is hopeful and pleasurable because he knows there is hope in Christ.  If you have faith, it is an incredible blessing to be able to see your own sins because it means you are ready to go to the Cross.  You see that the blood on the Cross is for you.
b) On American Idol, so many people think they’re good when they’re actually not because people, especially their moms, told them that they’re good all of their lives. People can be so blind to themselves and not really see what God is saying from the Scripture.  They cannot see the sin in their lives.  Once we see our sins, we are filled with gratitude for the Cross and Jesus’ sacrifice.
c) In 1 Timothy 1:15, Paul calls himself the worst of sinners despite all the things that Paul has done for the Lord and all the insights he has been given because He understands God’s grace.

3. God-centered approval – Mercy of Jesus
Luke 18:13 “But the tax collector stood at a distance. He would not even look up to heaven, but beat his breast and said, ‘God, have mercy on me, a sinner.’
a) Mercy means Jesus is my righteousness.  He accepts me, forgives me, and is in the process of changing me.  We have nothing else to do but to plead for his love and mercy.  

b) There is no logical reason to ask for mercy and forgiveness except Jesus.  There is no basis for forgiveness in God’s eyes except through Jesus.  God has a soft spot for us because of Jesus.  Mercy means kindness for the undeserving and the no-strings-attached giving of His grace.  
4. God-centered direction of the heart – Holy frustration
Luke 18:13 “But the tax collector stood at a distance. He would not even look up to heaven, but beat his breast and said, ‘God, have mercy on me, a sinner.’
a) The tax collector hates the sin in him. This kind of frustration is holy frustration, it comes from a God-centered heart.  He’s frustrated because he’s not right with God and sin is getting in the way of drawing closer to Jesus.

b) Holy frustration = hatred of sin + love of Christ 

5. God-centered service – Exalt Christ
Luke 18:11-12 11The Pharisee stood up and prayed about himself: ‘God, I thank you that I am not like other men – robbers, evildoers, adulterers – or even like this tax collector. 12I fast twice a week and give a tenth of all I get.’
Luke 18:14 “I tell you that this man, rather than the other, went home justified before God. For everyone who exalts himself will be humbled, and he who humbles himself will be exalted.”
a) Looking at the Pharisee, we shouldn’t think that fasting or tithing is bad.  They are both great, but we need to have the right motive.  Our heart needs to be full of his love to exalt and honor Him. 

b) Our exaltation of Jesus depends on the size of Jesus in our hearts.

Conclusion

· Pray that this year, we would not just pray but that we would learn to pray.  We need to learn how to pray so that we would not only pray this year but every year for the rest of our lives.

· Today is my birthday, but I don’t like telling people it’s my birthday because I don’t think a pastor should be treated than any other member of the church.  

· As I woke up this morning, I prayed that God would receive me - all that I am, all that I have, all that I will be. So many times when I sin, I’m taking myself away from God.  When we give ourselves to God, we think we’re giving God a gift but we’re actually just giving him another source of headaches for God.  If He receives us, it’s actually a gift to us.  When he receives us, he will lavish us with himself.  We receive the greatest gift because we get more of Jesus.
· May we pray to the Lord, to pray and pry humbly and to seek for His glory.

Closing Songs
Amazing Grace (My Chains are Gone)
Great is the Lord
