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I. Theology – To Effectively Pray, You Need to Know God
A. The purpose of the parable – The power of persistence
Luke 18:1  Then Jesus told his disciples a parable to show them that they should always pray and not give up. 

Luke 18:5  yet because this widow keeps bothering me, I will see that she gets justice, so that she won’t eventually wear me out with her coming!’” 

1. To the disciples
2. Always pray
3. Not give up
B. The character of the judge and God
Luke 18:2  He said: “In a certain town there was a judge who neither feared God nor cared about men. 

Luke 18:6-7  6And the Lord said, “Listen to what the unjust judge says. 7And will not God bring about justice for his chosen ones, who cry out to him day and night? Will he keep putting them off? 

1. The judge – Able but bad and impersonal
2. God – Able, good, and personal
C. Faith and prayer

Luke 18:8  I tell you, he will see that they get justice, and quickly. However, when the Son of Man comes, will he find faith on the earth?” 

1. Theology – Power and love
2. Personalized theology – Faith
3. Persistence – Prayer 
Ephesians 3:20-21  20Now to him who is able to do immeasurably more than all we ask or imagine, according to his power that is at work within us, 21to him be glory in the church and in Christ Jesus throughout all generations, for ever and ever! Amen.
II. Anthropology – To Effectively Pray, You Need to Know Yourself
Luke 18:11-12  11The Pharisee stood up and prayed about himself: ‘God, I thank you that I am not like other men — robbers, evildoers, adulterers — or even like this tax collector. 12I fast twice a week and give a tenth of all I get.’ 

A. Pride – Preoccupation with self
1. High pride – Preoccupation with self-exaltation
a.      Preoccupation with own good
b.      Preoccupation with other’s bad

2. Low pride – Preoccupation with desire for self-exaltation
a.      Preoccupation with own bad

b.      Preoccupation with other’s good
B. Humility – Preoccupation with God
1. Good in self – Praise God for strengthening

2. Bad is self – Praise God for forgiving

3. Good in others – Praise God for God’s kingdom

4. Bad in others – Praise God for forgiving love

C. The remedy
1. God-centered thinking – God 

Luke 18:13  “But the tax collector stood at a distance. He would not even look up to heaven, but beat his breast and said, ‘God, have mercy on me, a sinner.’ 

2. God-centered self-evaluation – Me 

Luke 18:13  “But the tax collector stood at a distance. He would not even look up to heaven, but beat his breast and said, ‘God, have mercy on me, a sinner.’ 

3. God-centered approval – Mercy of Jesus

Luke 18:13  “But the tax collector stood at a distance. He would not even look up to heaven, but beat his breast and said, ‘God, have mercy on me, a sinner.’ 

4. God-centered direction of the heart – Holy frustration

Luke 18:13  “But the tax collector stood at a distance. He would not even look up to heaven, but beat his breast and said, ‘God, have mercy on me, a sinner.’ 

5. God-centered service – Exalt Christ

Luke 18:11-12  11The Pharisee stood up and prayed about himself: ‘God, I thank you that I am not like other men — robbers, evildoers, adulterers — or even like this tax collector. 12I fast twice a week and give a tenth of all I get.’ 

Luke 18:14  “I tell you that this man, rather than the other, went home justified before God. For everyone who exalts himself will be humbled, and he who humbles himself will be exalted.” 

