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12With the help of Silas, whom I regard as a faithful brother, I have written to you briefly, encouraging you and testifying that this is the true grace of God. Stand fast in it. 13She who is in Babylon, chosen together with you, sends you her greetings, and so does my son Mark. 14Greet one another with a kiss of love. Peace to all of you who are in Christ.
Introduction

· We will learn how the true grace of God will lead us to a kiss of love.

· Peter is finishing his letter, and at this moment, he does not know whether he is going to die. He is writing to Christians who are going through persecution throughout the Roman Empire. In the final verses of this letter, he is writing P.S., a post-script so that he can say good-bye for himself and on the behalf of others.

· For the most part, Silas transcribed what Peter said in this letter, since there’s a good probability that Silas was educated. But maybe Peter wrote these last verses himself. The verse is written in simple Greek, a language that Peter would have known as a simple fisherman.
· He says he is only writing briefly. Peter’s letter has about 2,585 words, this translates to about four pages single spaced in Word document, yet he says he is only writing briefly. These days, we are often too impatient to read anything this long. We should learn to read the entire letter when we read the epistles in the Bible.
· As Peter summarizes the whole book, he uses the phrase “this is the true grace of God”. Through the means of the truth, he gives the grace of God. When hardships come and our lives become hard, reality can become fuzzy. As we meditate on the Scripture, we can see the true reality. As he speaks these words of truth, he gives the true grace of God.
· Exhortation, motivation and truth must go together. Sometimes we can emotionally motivate people and we are too focused on fellowship. However, motivation must come from the truth of God’s words. There is no true fellowship without “followship.” Everything we do should be based on obedience to the word of God.

· The P.S. in this letter involves three people, and we will look at Silas, Mark, and Peter.

· When the founder of Coca-Cola was on his deathbed, he said that Coca-Cola ran in his veins. In the veins of God’s people runs the true grace of God.
I. Silas: True Grace Enables Faithful Service
1 Peter 5:12 12 With the help of Silas, whom I regard as a faithful brother, I have written to you briefly, encouraging you and testifying that this is the true grace of God. Stand fast in it.
A. Helper
1. Silas was a helper in writing the scripture as well as in delivering the Scripture. You don’t have to be the author or get the credit.  You don’t have to be a great man. Even if you can help and serve in small ways, God will use you for his glory.
B. Faithful brother
1. Silas was consistently faithful in helping. If there is a war, there are friends that we would want to go to war with and ones that we wouldn’t. Silas was the kind of friend you would want to go to war with. He was a friend that you could trust.
2. There is a war story about friendship. In the war zone, a soldier was mortally wounded. One of his friends asked the sergeant for permission to go after the soldier. The sergeant said the soldier is probably dead and he would just be wasting his life. The friend goes nonetheless. When he came back without the soldier, the sergeant said it was useless to go, but the friend responded that it wasn’t useless because the soldier was still alive when he first got there, and he said, “I knew you would come”.
3. Can we be that kind of faithful brother in the Lord, that people can trust?

C. Minister of the true grace of God
1. We need to be faithful in hard times

a) Peter, with Silas, are testifying to encourage others. They have experienced this grace, so they are able to say these things.
b) In Acts 16, Silas was Paul’s companion and helper. A girl who was possessed by a demon was following them around. She kept crying out, and eventually it got bothersome. Finally, Paul exorcised the demon. But the owners got mad because they couldn’t make money anymore, so they got the crowd to drag Paul and Silas to the magistrate. The magistrate stripped and severely flogged Paul and Silas. They were thrown into prison where they were beaten and chained to the dungeon. At midnight, they probably weren’t able to sleep because of all the pain. Instead of complaining, they started praising God.  An earthquake came and all the cells were thrown open. Through this occasion, the Jailor was saved and the church of Phillipi was born.  
c) We must learn to sing in the midst of suffering. We can do this when the true grace of God comes into our lives. Peter and Silas used their pain to sing and get closer to God and to expand God’s kingdom. Singing did not make the circumstances go away, but they grew and ministered to others through it.

d) In whatever we do, whatever sufferings we go through, make sure we are doing it for Jesus.  Be grateful that we are considered worthy enough to go through hardships for Jesus.

e) If we can be faithful through the hard times, we can be faithful through everything.  Converse, if we can’t be faithful during the easy times, we can’t be faithful during the hard times.
2. We need to be faithful in mundane times

a) This builds a habit of faithfulness that we can use in both the good and the bad times.
3. We need to be faithful after good times

a) This tests our motives for faithfulness.  It’s very hard to be faithful after good times.
b) Jimmy Carter had many problems, but one thing stood out about him.  After Jimmy Carter became a president, he went to teach Sunday school the next day.  He might not have been a great president, but he was faithful.

c) In order to become great, we should not let good satisfy us.  We have to keep going and keep on being faithful because God always deserves more.  It is God’s true grace that enables us to be faithful until the end.
II. Mark: True Grace Brings Faithful Growth
A. The first failure

Acts 15:36-38 36 Some time later Paul said to Barnabas, "Let us go back and visit the brothers in all the towns where we preached the word of the Lord and see how they are doing." 37 Barnabas wanted to take John, also called Mark, with them, 38 but Paul did not think it wise to take him, because he had deserted them in Pamphylia and had not continued with them in the work. 
1. We don’t know why Mark deserted them, but it probably wasn’t for a good reason.  Whatever the reason, Mark quit.  Because of Mark, Paul and Barnabas had a big fight and went their separate ways.
B. The second chance

Acts 15:39-41 39 They had such a sharp disagreement that they parted company. Barnabas took Mark and sailed for Cyprus, 40 but Paul chose Silas and left, commended by the brothers to the grace of the Lord. 41 He went through Syria and Cilicia, strengthening the churches.
1. If Paul had gone with Mark instead, Mark might not have been ready when they went through the beatings and persecution in the next chapter.
2. Paul and Barnabas might have had different goals.  Paul didn’t hate Mark, but he didn’t think it was wise to bring him because he might hinder Paul’s ministry.  Barnabas was called “the son of encouragement”.  He was more concerned about discipling others, so he brought Mark.

C. The final evaluation

1 Peter 5:12-13 12 With the help of Silas, whom I regard as a faithful brother, I have written to you briefly, encouraging you and testifying that this is the true grace of God. Stand fast in it. 13 She who is in Babylon, chosen together with you, sends you her greetings, and so does my son Mark. 
1 Timothy 4:11 11 Only Luke is with me. Get Mark and bring him with you, because he is helpful to me in my ministry.
1. Later on, the greatest apostle Peter takes Mark and helps him.
2. Even Paul also acknowledges Mark’s growth and helpfulness to his ministry.

3. Paul might have thought of Mark as a quitter.  Mark was a quitter, but he was not a quitter any longer.  He had the experience of quitting but that is not his identity. For Christians, we fail and many times we see people through the eyes of failures and identify them with that. God does not see them like that. God sees their failures as actions of the moment rather than their identity. 

4. We believe in second chances. Our whole life is a second chance in Jesus Christ. As long as we’re alive we can go back to the Lord and receive forgiveness. Those of you in Jesus Christ will always have the opportunity to go back and get a second chance.  

5. According to the bible, sin will be gone when Jesus returns. Sin is only a temporary action of a person, not his identity. Even though we have sinful natures, we are not identified by it in eternity.

6. A Korean elder once asked me, “Can God use a person like me?” He was a medical doctor. I wanted to hug him and kiss him and shout at him with all due respect, “My goodness, God can use you.”

7. Mark does not stop there. He becomes the writer of the Gospel of Mark. He becomes great because he follows Peter. Whenever he talks about Peter, his writing is always insightful because Peter is always testifying about God’s grace so that people can grow. 
8. How you start is important, and how you finish is even more important. However, the most important is that you grow in between. You need to grow in between so that you can finish well. Don’t just remember the failures, but remember to forge on no matter what happens.

9. About two thousand years ago there was a young Greek artist named Timanthes.  After several years of hard work and effort, Timanthes painted an exquisite work of art. Unfortunately, he became so enraptured with the painting that he would stare at it for hours. His teacher thought about it and when Timanthes was out, he tore up the picture. When Timanthes returned, he was upset and asked why his teacher tore up the picture. The teacher replied that he did it for Timanthes’ own good. The painting was retarding his progress. Timanthes needed to start again and if he can do it ever better. Timanthes took the advice and painted Sacrifice of Iphigenia, which is regarded as one of the finest painting from that time period.
10. We need to be broken and humbled so that we can grow and become better servants. Do not dwell on your failures. Grow through them and become better.  Don’t dwell on it and think about it over and over, give it to the Lord.
11. Often times, we don’t want to be great because we’re satisfied with good. Other times, we are worried that God can’t use people like us. God breaks us every day so that he can create a better masterpiece. That’s how it’s going to be for all of eternity.  

12. The gospel is not only about the perfection of Jesus, but also about the progression of his people.
III. Peter: True Grace Generates Faithful Love
A. Grace for forgiveness

1. In Mark 14:29-31, Peter insists that he will not disown Jesus. However, later on in verses 66-72, Peter disowns Jesus three times.
B. Grace for a kiss

1 Peter 15:14 14 Greet one another with a kiss of  love. Peace to all of you who are in Christ.
Mark 14:44-45 44 Now the betrayer had arranged a signal with them: “The one I kiss is the man; arrest him and lead him away under guard.” 45 Going at once to Jesus, Judas said, “Rabbi!” and kissed him.

1. Greeting is a sign of community. Kissing is the customary Jewish method of greeting. However, Peter says to give a kiss of love. If your heart is truly filled with the love of Christ, you will be filled with love for others when you greet them.
2. Conversely, if there can be a kiss of love then there can also be a kiss of betrayal and selfishness.  

3. Even as Judas is kissing Jesus, Jesus was kissing him back.  Even while Judas is giving the kiss of betrayal, Jesus is still giving the kiss of love. We must do likewise.  

4. Although Peter disowned Jesus three times, he lived out the rest of his life filled with love for Jesus. Early church leaders said that he was so filled with love for Jesus that whenever he talked about Jesus, tears would fill his eyes. He was so filled with respect for Jesus that when it was time for him to be crucified, he asked to be crucified upside down. He didn't think himself worthy to be crucified the same way as Jesus.
Conclusion
· Elizabeth Hanson, a medical missionary in Africa, served the Lord faithfully for years.  Rebellion broke out, and one night rebels broke into her house and raped her repeatedly.  She asked God, “Why are you allowing them to do this?” and heard God reply clearly “When you chose to follow me, you gave me your life, your body.” She didn’t tell this story very often, but years later, when she was in the U.S. lecturing on a technical medical subject, she felt the Holy Spirit leading her to tell the story. She did and afterwards two young girls approached her. The older girl came up and said, “That’s my 13 year-old sister. Two months ago she was raped in the park and she hasn’t spoken since.” Elizabeth’s eyes and those of the girl met and filled with tears. They embraced, wept, and talked for two hours. Elizabeth led her to Jesus Christ. The girl is serving Christ today because Elizabeth Hanson grew through her suffering and let God use her painful experience to minister to others.
· True grace enables us to be faithful and to faithfully grow in the midst of our failures, so that throughout our lives we can grow.
· No matter where you are in your walk with the Lord, no matter what happened in your life, God can use us. We’re asking “Can God use me?” but we should be asking ourselves “Can God use me?” If we ask God to forgive us and implant his love in us, then no matter what happens in our lives, we will be filled with the beauty and grace of God.  

· We need to have an insatiable desire to run to the cross and to grow.  Don’t be satisfied with good because He deserves more.  We have to be great.

Closing Songs
Faithful One
Second Chance
Blessed be Your Name
Not to Us
Your Grace is Enough

