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I Peter 5:12-14 12 With the help of Silas, whom I regard as a faithful brother, I have written to you briefly, encouraging you and testifying that this is the true grace of God. Stand fast in it. 13 She who is in Babylon, chosen together with you, sends you her greetings, and so does my son Mark. 14 Greet one another with a kiss of love. Peace to all of you who are in Christ.

I. Silas: True Grace Enables Faithful Service

I Peter 5:12 12 With the help of Silas, whom I regard as a faithful brother, I have written to you briefly, encouraging you and testifying that this is the true grace of God. Stand fast in it.

A. Helper

B. Faithful brother

C. Minister of the true grace of God

1. We need to be faithful in hard times


2. We need to be faithful in mundane times 

3. We need to be faithful after good times

II. Mark: True Grace Brings Faithful Growth
A. The first failure


Acts 15:36-38 36 Some time later Paul said to Barnabas, "Let us go back and visit the brothers in all the towns where we preached the word of the Lord and see how they are doing." 37 Barnabas wanted to take John, also called Mark, with them, 38 but Paul did not think it wise to take him, because he had deserted them in Pamphylia and had not continued with them in the work. 

B. The second chance
Acts 15:39-41 39 They had such a sharp disagreement that they parted company. Barnabas took Mark and sailed for Cyprus, 40 but Paul chose Silas and left, commended by the brothers to the grace of the Lord. 41 He went through Syria and Cilicia, strengthening the churches.

C. The final evaluation
1 Peter 5:12-13 12 With the help of Silas, whom I regard as a faithful brother, I have written to you briefly, encouraging you and testifying that this is the true grace of God. Stand fast in it. 13 She who is in Babylon, chosen together with you, sends you her greetings, and so does my son Mark. 

1 Timothy 4:11 11 Only Luke is with me. Get Mark and bring him with you, because he is helpful to me in my ministry.

III. Peter: True Grace Generates Faithful Love
A. Grace for forgiveness


B. Grace for a kiss
1 Peter 15:14 14 Greet one another with a kiss of love. Peace to all of you who are in Christ.

Mark 14:44-45 44 Now the betrayer had arranged a signal with them: “The one I kiss is the man; arrest him and lead him away under guard.” 45 Going at once to Jesus, Judas said, “Rabbi!” and kissed him.













