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36Now one of the Pharisees invited Jesus to have dinner with him, so he went to the Pharisee’s house and reclined at the table. 37When a woman who had lived a sinful life in that town learned that Jesus was eating at the Pharisee’s house, she brought an alabaster jar of perfume, 38and as she stood behind him at his feet weeping, she began to wet his feet with her tears.  Then she wiped them with her hair, kissed them and poured perfume on them.
39When the Pharisee who had invited him saw this, he said to himself, “If this man were a prophet, he would know who is touching him and what kind of woman she is – that she is a sinner.”

40Jesus said to him, “Simon, I have something to tell you.”
“Tell me, teacher,” he said.

41”Two men owed money to a certain moneylender.  One owed him five hundred denarii, and the other fifty.  42Neither of them had the money to pay him back, so he canceled the debts of both.  Now which of them will love him more?”

43Simon replied, “I suppose the one who had the bigger debt canceled.”
“You have judged correctly,” Jesus said.

44Then he turned toward the woman and said to Simon, “Do you see this woman? I came into your house.  You did not give me any water for my feet, but she wet my feet with her tears and wiped them with her hair. 45You did not give me a kiss, but this woman, from the time I entered, has not stopped kissing my feet. 46You did not put oil on my head, but she has poured perfume on my feet. 47Therefore, I tell you, her many sins have been forgiven – for she loved much.  But he who has been forgiven little loves little.

48Then Jesus said to her, “Your sins are forgiven.”
49The other guests began to say among themselves, “Who is this who even forgives sins?”

50Jesus said to the woman, “Your faith has saved you; go in peace.”

Introduction


· There is incredible interconnection going on in this passage.  There is powerful interconnection whenever and wherever we are in our lives.  We are always influenced by others because of spiritual interconnection.  Depending on whether our sinful nature or spiritual nature is stimulated, we are influenced either to sin more or to love God more.

· Our relationship with others and the effectiveness of our ministry depend on our relationship with Jesus.  Illustrated by this triangle, as two people grow close to Jesus, they will naturally grow closer to each other.

· Our hearts always have to be in relationship with Jesus so that we’re always growing and influencing others not to sin but to love Christ more.

I. Woman – The repentant
Luke 7:37-38 37 When a woman who had lived a sinful life in that town learned that Jesus was eating at the Pharisee’s house, she brought an alabaster jar of perfume, 38 and as she stood behind him at his feet weeping, she began to wet his feet with her tears. Then she wiped them with her hair, kissed them and poured perfume on them.
A. The sinful woman’s relationship to Jesus – Worship
1. This passage implies that the nature of this woman’s sin was sexual.  At that time, it was hard for women to get a job, so they often had to survive in immoral ways.    However, it is likely that this woman had already encountered Christ and was thankful in her heart at the time of this passage.
2. Out of a thankful heart, this woman brought a very expensive jar (made of alabaster) filled with very expensive perfume to worship Jesus. It might have cost her entire life’s savings, but serving Jesus once was worth so much more to her than her whole life’s savings.
3. She probably came to Jesus just to worship him – to pour perfume on him, to serve him – but she became emotional when she approached him and began to cry. The woman probably dressed up and put on makeup for this occasion, and as she began crying, her makeup probably began to run. Jesus’ feet were dirty, the woman was crying, her makeup was running, and everything was a big mess.  She had no towels, so she used her hair to wipe his feet.  Her tears ruined her makeup and the wiping of Jesus’ feet ruined her hair, but she didn’t care because her desire to love Jesus overwhelmed her desire to be approved by other people.  In fact the word “kissed” here means to kiss again and again.  She loved Jesus so much that she kissed his feet again and again as one who was forgiven and thankful, and the aroma of the perfume filled the house.
4. There are two different words used for “worship” in the New Testament.  “Proskuneo” means adoration, almost like a dog coming to lick the hand of its master out of loyalty and love. “Latreo” means to serve.  The woman combines both in her worship of Christ.  She is adoring Jesus, yet she is serving him.  Simon did not wash Jesus’ feet even though it was customary for a host to wash the feet of his guests, but this woman serves him in the way that Simon failed to – not with water, but adoringly with her life’s savings perfume.
B. The woman’s relationship to Simon – Ministry
1. This woman is so caught up in worshipping Jesus and so aware of Jesus that she is somewhat unaware of others.  She is not thinking about their approval or their disapproval
2. As a result of the overflow of her love of Jesus, she is able to minister to this legalistic Pharisee, Simon, and the others around her.

a) Our service to others has to be Christocentric (Christ-centered), not anthropocentric (human-centered).

b) Whatever we do for others, we need to have the ulterior motive of loving, worshipping, and serving Jesus.  It is out of love for the Lord that we serve them.  If as we serve them, we are loving Jesus, their reaction doesn’t matter, because our motive is not to receive from them but to love Jesus through our service to other people.
c) When we’re in this state of love, Jesus can use us to minister to others.  The Holy Spirit can use us as an illustration of what Christ has done on the cross on our behalf to challenge others.
3. The goal of everything we do should be to help others know Jesus or to stimulate their hearts to love and worship Jesus.
a) We often emphasize serving others by providing for their physical needs.  We should try to heal and feed people, but this should not be our main goal.  Even if we heal them, they’ll get sick again.  If we feed them, they’ll get hungry again.  However, through healing them and serving them we can feed their hearts and transfer the love of Jesus onto them so that they can love Christ for all eternity.

b) As we serve others, we become living illustrations of Christ.  But not only are we justified, we are glorified.  We have the Holy Spirit in us, and we are being transformed.  Therefore, not only do we picture Jesus, but Jesus goes through us to others so that they can experience the love of Christ and their lives can be changed, as well.
c) We are justified in Christ.  That means that because of Jesus, God sees Christ in us.  Christ died not only for us but as us and as a result, God loves us as much as Jesus.  Glorification means we live as him.  We not only picture Jesus, but Jesus goes to others through us.  

II. Simon the Pharisee – The unrepentant
Luke 7:39 39 When the Pharisee who had invited him saw this, he said to himself, “If this man were a prophet, he would know who is touching him and what kind of woman she is--that she is a sinner.”
A. Simon’s relationship to the woman – Judgment
1. The problem with the unrepentant is that they don’t really know how to discern but only judge.  If we judge others, it should be so that they can repent and grow closer to God.  However, many times we judge people by our own standards.  Even if the people are repentant, we cannot forgive them because we’re holding them to our own standards.
2. Simon judged this woman using conventional moralism – dividing sins into a categorical hierarchy – but according to God, there is no difference between her sin and Simon’s.  Any sin is infinitely offensive to an infinitely holy God.  

3. In the same way that we can wrongly judge people by seeing their sins, we can wrongly judge by seeing their credits.  We should appreciate people, but we should be careful not to worship them.  Ultimately we should give all the glory to God.

B. Simon’s relationship to Jesus – Rebellion

1. Simon is not only judging the woman, but he was also judging Jesus. 
2. Simon only has shallow knowledge rather than knowledge that comes from a deep connection to God.  He was respectful of Jesus but not worshipful of him.

3. Simon wasn’t judging Jesus for who He is.  If he were, he would fall flat before Jesus and worship him. This should be our reaction to the full glory of God.

4. Simon doesn’t understand that his pride and the woman’s sexual sin are on the same level in God’s eyes.  He does not understand the nature of sin.  The smallest offense is infinitely offensive to God.  Both Simon and the woman are unable to pay for the debt of their sins.  As Romans 3:23 says, “all have fallen short of the glory of God.” 
5. The more we understand what Christ has done and how much sin he has forgiven, the more we should be in awe and in love with Christ.  We need to see the magnitude of our sin so that we can see the magnitude of Christ’s love for us.

III. Jesus – The lover
A. Jesus’ relationship to Simon – The parable
Luke 7:40-49 40 Jesus answered him, “Simon, I have something to tell you.” “Tell me, teacher,” he said. 41 “Two men owed money to a certain money-lender. One owed him five hundred denarii, and the other fifty. 42 Neither of them had the money to pay him back, so he cancelled the debts of both. Now which of them will love him more?” 43 Simon replied, “I suppose the one who had the bigger debt cancelled.” “You have judged correctly,” Jesus said. 44 Then he turned towards the woman and said to Simon, “Do you see this woman? I came into your house. You did not give me any water for my feet, but she wet my feet with her tears and wiped them with her hair. 45 You did not give me a kiss, but this woman, from the time I entered, has not stopped kissing my feet. 46 You did not put oil on my head, but she has poured perfume on my feet. 47 Therefore, I tell you, her many sins have been forgiven-- for she loved much. But he who has been forgiven little loves little.” 48 Then Jesus said to her, “Your sins are forgiven.” 49 The other guests began to say among themselves, “Who is this who even forgives sins?”
1. Anyone can come to Christ, Jews or Gentiles, rich or poor, woman or man, because he doesn’t just love other people because of what they can give to him.  He is the lover and he will love anyone regardless of who they are.
2. Jesus knows that Simon has been judging people all his life, so he used a parable to help Simon judge correctly.

3. Jesus uses the woman to illustrate how little Simon loves and what kind of sinner he is.  How does God work in the world?  He uses us (even though we still sin).
4. No matter how good people are or how much we respect them, they’re going to sin.  Therefore, we should not judge people because of their sin, but rather by the growth and progression in their lives.

5. Christ is going to come into us and go through us so that he can use us to go to other people and love them.  When we love, he loves them through us.  When we cry for others, it’s his tears.  When we work hard for others, he sweats with us.  When we pray for others, Jesus is praying with us.  When we sacrifice for others, it’s his blood.  
6. Jesus uses the language and circumstances we understand to communicate with us and reveal himself to us.  Through his forgiveness of the woman’s sins, he is showing Simon and the other people in the room that he is God.

B. Jesus’ relationship to the sinful woman – The revelation

Luke 7:48-50 48 Then Jesus said to her, “Your sins are forgiven.” 49 The other guests began to say among themselves, “Who is this who even forgives sins?”
50 Jesus said to the woman, “Your faith has saved you; go in peace.”
1. Jesus’ revelation to the woman was that her sins were forgiven.  Jesus reveals our sins, but he also reveals that we are forgiven through faith.  
2. Simon remarked that if Jesus were a prophet, he would know what kind of woman she was when she touched him – implying that by touching him, the woman’s sin was transferred to Jesus, defiling him.  Simon thought that had Jesus known her sin, he would not have let her touch him.  He was right that by touching Jesus, the woman defiled him.  Still, Simon was wrong in thinking that Jesus didn’t know that he was being defiled.  This is exactly what happened on the cross.  All of our sin was put on Jesus and His righteousness was transferred to us. Faith is touching Jesus – all of our sins to him.  But also, faith is being touched by Jesus – all of His righteousness to us.  Our faith in Jesus is the most powerful spiritual interconnection.
3. Simon looked at the woman and saw her sin, but Jesus looked at the woman and saw her love.  This is justification through Christ.  Even though we are still sinful and we still see people’s sins, God looks at them and sees their love.  No matter what wrong things we did yesterday, as we worship today, God sees our love.  

4. There was a man in Eritrea who gave up his career as a doctor to become a preacher.  A doctor was the most prestigious job in Eritrea.  Very few people make it into medical school, and even fewer graduate.  To us, he seems to have given up so much, but he insists that he has given up so little.  We are comparing what he’s given up to what others have given up, but he’s comparing it to what Christ has given up.

5. This woman lived an immoral life.  The money she used to buy the perfume was probably gained through immoral means.  However, Jesus didn’t turn away her offering.  Sinful people touch things and they become defiled, but redeemed people redeem everything that they touch.  In the same way, let’s redeem this world for Jesus Christ.

Conclusion

· We shouldn’t look at ourselves and get caught up on how sinful we are because we are redeemed people.  When Jesus sees us, he only sees our love.
· As redeemed people, we should go forth and redeem the world.  We touch others through our lives and our words.  We are interconnected to others through the closeness in our hearts.  We should constantly pray for others even when they’re physically far away because of the powerful interconnection between us.

· We do not understand the power that we possess because Jesus Christ is in us.  Anything we touch will be redeemed because of the touch of the redeemer.  
· We should be lost in his presence as self-forgetful people, in the beauty and magnitude of Jesus Christ.  Through the overflow of our love and awe, Christ can use us to minister to others.
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