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1The beginning of the gospel about Jesus Christ, the Son of God.
2It is written in Isaiah the prophet:

“I will send my messenger ahead of you,

Who will prepare your way” –

3“a voice of one calling in the desert,

‘Prepare the way for the Lord,

Make straight paths for him.’ “
4And so John came, baptizing in the desert region and preaching a baptism of repentance for the forgiveness of sins.  5The whole Judean countryside and all the people of Jerusalem went out to him.  Confessing their sins, they were baptized by him in the Jordan River.  6John wore clothing made of camel’s hair, with a leather belt around his waist, and he ate locusts and wild honey.  7And this was his message: “After me will come one more powerful than I, the thongs of whose sandals I am not worthy to stoop down and untie.  8I baptize you with water, but he will baptize you with the Holy Spirit.”
Introduction
· John the Baptist was a weird guy (v. 6), but God really used him because of his faithfulness.  He really served God.  
· Today when we relate with people outside the church there’s so much emphasis on being able to relate with people and connect with them.  This is important, but we emphasize it so much that there’s another part of ministry we’re neglecting.  We get our ministry principle from the incarnation of Christ.  Christ connected with us, but we’re missing that he stayed as he is, perfect and Holy, fully God.  Therefore, part of us must remain distinct, different from the world.  We must relate to others but we must also be different.  There must be a good balance, otherwise we will not be as effective in our ministry.  Too much likeness can lead to compromising, but not enough can lead to lack of love.  
· Today’s sermon puts a little more emphasis on distinction.  We need to be different.  Not just holy looking or acting, but we must be holy and be a difference in our generation.
I. John’s Preparation
Luke 1:80 And the child grew and became strong in spirit; and he lived in the desert until he appeared publicly to Israel.
Mark 1:6 John wore clothing made of camel’s hair, with a leather belt around his waist, and he ate locusts and wild honey
A. John was different because lived all his life in a solitary place.  He was piling up his spirituality and prayer and meditating on the Word.  We know he was meditating because after 30 years he comes out and starts to speak about the Word.  Before he does his public ministry, he prepares himself and his relationship with the Lord for 30 years.
B. Why did he have to do this? It was a difficult time.  There had been 400 years of silence and no prophets.  The world was corrupt and very few were genuinely waiting for the coming of the messiah.  John’s job was to prepare the way for the Messiah, to prepare the people for the coming of the King of Kings.  He had to make people ready to receive the Messiah.  John’s preparation was a life of fanatic devotion, so that he can be an arrow pointing to Jesus.  Constant fasting, praying, preparation of self-discipline.
C. Our normal response is that it’s just John.  Whenever we start to hear something that is closer to God, we should never say “oh that’s just him.”  There should be a desire that starts to arise in you, to want to be like that so you can be closer to Jesus.
D. Whenever spirituality is related, it’s always related to prayer life.  You can discern what kind of generation will be from their prayer life. 
1. There are 4 kinds of generations.
a. Prayer meeting skipping generation
b. Prayer meeting cancelling generation
1. They don’t just skip prayer meetings; they criticize the number of prayer meetings.
c. Prayer meeting going generation
d. Prayer meeting generating generation
E. This kind of spiritual power is contagious.  Spirituality is so powerful that you can’t help but transfer it onto others.  Only by God’s grace can we have any power in our spiritual lives.  We need to be surrounded by God’s power and love so that whatever we do has effectiveness.
1. We need to pray for effectiveness and power in whatever we do.
II. John’s Call
A. Who he was – A voice
Mark 1:3 “a voice of one calling in the desert, ‘Prepare the way for the Lord, make straight paths for him.’”
John 1:6-8 6There came a man who was sent from God; his name was John.  7He came as a witness to testify concerning that light, so that through him all men might believe. 8He himself was not the light; he came only as a witness to the light.
John 5:35 John was a lamp that burned and gave light, and you chose for a time to enjoy his light.
1. To fulfill our calling, we must know who we are.  
2. John was a voice, an instrument that carried the content of his message to others.
3. John himself was not the light, only as a witness to the light, a container for the light.
a. In the same way, we’re a container for Christ.
b. We can be a frame, but no one will admire the frame, they’ll only admire the masterpiece within.
4. Jesus wants to use us for his glory, we’re just a voice.  
B. What he has to do – Size Him up
John 3:30 He must become greater; I must become less.
1. God is already great, but everyone must recognize it.  That means in our lives, he must increase.
2. Most of us spend our lives in a tunnel, looking at Christ through a pinhole towards the end of the tunnel.  As we live for Christ and serve and honor him in our character and our likeness, we are closer to him and can see him more.  Therefore, he increases.
3. A. W. Pink’s exposition on the Gospel of John said “the more I am occupied with Christ the less I shall be occupied with myself…humility is not a product of direct altercation, rather it’s a byproduct.”
a. Don’t try to be humble, just love Jesus and the result of that is humility.
4. Kate Wilson’s poem “may the love of Jesus fill me like water in the sea…may his beauty rest upon me as I seek the lost wind or maybe forget the channel, forget me, seeing only him”
5. In everything we do, as we’re so preoccupied with Christ, our call is to exalt Jesus Christ.
6. True humility is not lack of confidence.  When you’re really humble you can be confident because you have faith in Jesus and you love people so much that you have no fear.  You have to be a strong person humbly exalting Christ.
III. John’s Conviction
A. Conviction for repentance
Mark 6:17-20 17For Herod himself had given orders to have John arrested, and he had him bound and put in prison.  He did this because of Herodias, his brother Philip’s wife, whom he had married.  18For John had been saying to Herod, “It is not lawful for you to have your brother’s wife.” 19So Herodias nursed a grudge against John and wanted to kill him.  But she was not able to, 20because Herod feared John and protected him, knowing him to be a righteous and holy man.  When Herod heard John, he was greatly puzzled, yet he liked to listen to him.
1. “A small man may entertain strong opinions, a great man cherishes strong convictions.  Opinions cost only breath, convictions may well cost blood.”
2. John’s convictions were so strong that he commanded a whole nature, his convictions deeply affected those that flocked him because he contained the light.
B. Conviction for a revolution
Mark 1:4-5 4And so John came, baptizing in the desert region and preaching a baptism of repentance for the forgiveness of sins.  5The whole Judean countryside and all the people of Jerusalem went out to him.  Confessing their sins, they were baptized by him in the Jordan River.
1. Most of the people that went out to John were Jews, and they were baptized by him.
2. Why was this weird?  Jews do not get baptized.  By virtue of being a Jew they believed they were saved already.  Only Gentiles that became Jews got baptized.
3. This was unheard because it implied that Jews were as dirty and sinful as Gentiles.  This was impossible unless John was so moving in his preaching that he starts a revolution.
4. This is an incredible transition time.  The Israelites were the chosen people, but the real king is going to come and his kingdom is going to contain Jews and Gentiles and all the nations.  The nation of Israel is changing to spiritual Israel.  Jesus is going to contain all the power and be king of the universe.  Jesus, who was a circumcised Jew, is now being baptized, unifying Jews and Gentiles under Christ.  Circumcision is being replaced by baptism.
5. Not only is Jesus unifying Jews and Gentiles, he was also a God-man unifying God and man.
6. W must have conviction for repentance and hasten it in ourselves and in others.
7. We must have conviction for revolution for Jesus, to witness and spread the Gospel.  This revolution that John started is continuing.  We are part of this revolution.  
IV. John’s Perseverance
A. Confusion
Matthew 11:2-3 2When John heard in prison what Christ was doing, he sent his disciples 3to ask him, “Are you the one who was to come, or should we expect someone else?”
1. John was in prison because he kept preaching to Herod and rebuking him for marrying his brother’s wife.  He is in prison because of his convictions against sin.
2. We know now that the first coming of Jesus is to save people, while the second coming is to judge them.  John did not know this, he thought Jesus was coming to take his place as king of the world, so he’s confused.
3. There are two kinds of confusion.  Either we’re not getting what we want or God is fulfilling his promises.
a. If it’s selfish confusion, we need to get rid of it.  If it’s spiritual confusion, we must pray and be faithful through it.
B. Resolution
Matthew 11:2-5  2When John heard in prison what Christ was doing, he sent his disciples 3to ask him, “Are you the one who was to come, or should we expect someone else?” 4Jesus replied, “Go back and report to John what you hear and see: 5The blind receive sight, the lame walk, those who have leprosy are cured, the deaf hear, the dead are raised, and the good news is preached to the poor.
1. Prayer
a. John continues praying and waits faithfully.
b. John is executed soon after because of the Herodias plotting against him.
2. Word
a. Jesus quoted Isaiah in order to show that he is doing what the Messiah is supposed to be doing.
3. Wait in faithfulness
a. John’s confusion is spiritual confusion.  He is waiting for the fulfillment of God’s promises.
b. John is faithful through his confusion
V. John’s Evaluation/Legacy
Matthew 11:11 I tell you the truth: Among those born of women there has not risen anyone greater than John the Baptist; yet he who is least in the kingdom of heaven is greater than he.
John 3:30 He must become greater, I must become less.
A. Who you are
1. The value of a person does not depend on the size of a man, but the size of Jesus in him.  The size of Jesus is our greatness and who we are.
B. What you do
1. John lived his life faithfully and with a greater purpose in mind, and so his legacy lives on long after he died.
Hebrews 11:4 And by faith he still speaks, even though he is dead.
A. We still talk about John after a couple of thousand years.  Although his voice has faded away, his words still speaks after all of these years.
Conclusion
· Think about what life is about.  No matter what kind of life you lead or if you receive everything you want, the only lasting legacy is what you do for Jesus.  What we do for Jesus will be measured by the evaluation of Jesus at the end of our life.
· John prepared himself and fulfilled his calling. He was God’s instrument and voice.  He exalted Christ through his life.  He preached his conviction and hatred of sin and started a revolution.  He persevered through confusing and hard times.
· In Jesus’s evaluation, among those born to women there is no one greater than John.
· The only thing that is left after our lives is what we do for Jesus.  We should prepare for the second coming of Jesus.  May it generate in us a desire for greater spirituality, a desire that your generation has never seen.  It’s not about the goal, it’s about growing and the size of Jesus in our lives.  
Closing Songs
These Things are True of You
Hear Us From Heaven
Hosanna
The Time Has Come
Your Grace is Enough
