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I. John’s Preparation
Luke 1:80  And the child grew and became strong in spirit; and he lived in the desert until he appeared publicly to Israel.

Mark 1:6  John wore clothing made of camel’s hair, with a leather belt around his waist, and he ate locusts and wild honey. 

II. John’s Call
A. Who he was – A voice
Mark 1:3  “a voice of one calling in the desert, ‘Prepare the way for the Lord, make straight paths for him.’” 

John 1:6-8  6There came a man who was sent from God; his name was John. 7He came as a witness to testify concerning that light, so that through him all men might believe. 8He himself was not the light; he came only as a witness to the light.
John 5:35  John was a lamp that burned and gave light, and you chose for a time to enjoy his light.
B. What he has to do – Size Him up
John 3:30  He must become greater; I must become less.

III. John’s Conviction
A. Conviction for repentance
Mark 6:17-20  17For Herod himself had given orders to have John arrested, and he had him bound and put in prison. He did this because of Herodias, his brother Philip’s wife, whom he had married. 18For John had been saying to Herod, “It is not lawful for you to have your brother’s wife.” 19So Herodias nursed a grudge against John and wanted to kill him. But she was not able to, 20because Herod feared John and protected him, knowing him to be a righteous and holy man. When Herod heard John, he was greatly puzzled; yet he liked to listen to him.
B. Conviction for a revolution
Mark 1:4-5  4And so John came, baptizing in the desert region and preaching a baptism of repentance for the forgiveness of sins. 5The whole Judean countryside and all the people of Jerusalem went out to him. Confessing their sins, they were baptized by him in the Jordan River. 

IV. John’s Perseverance
A. Confusion
Matthew 11:2-3  2When John heard in prison what Christ was doing, he sent his disciples 3to ask him, “Are you the one who was to come, or should we expect someone else?”
B. Resolution
Matthew 11:2-5  2When John heard in prison what Christ was doing, he sent his disciples 3to ask him, “Are you the one who was to come, or should we expect someone else?” 4Jesus replied, “Go back and report to John what you hear and see: 5The blind receive sight, the lame walk, those who have leprosy are cured, the deaf hear, the dead are raised, and the good news is preached to the poor.

1. Prayer
2. Word
3. Wait in faithfulness
V. John’s Evaluation/Legacy
Matthew 11:11  I tell you the truth: Among those born of women there has not risen anyone greater than John the Baptist; yet he who is least in the kingdom of heaven is greater than he. 

John 3:30  He must become greater; I must become less.

A. Who you are

B. What you do

Hebrews 11:4  And by faith he still speaks, even though he is dead

