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Introduction
Just as we start summer session, during the summer, we like to see the direction of our church hopefully this summer, if you know about our summer we like to reach out.  Friday I talked about how we examine our salvation, being motivated leading others to Christ.  As a church together, we like to commit ourselves to interact with people, whether it be sharing the gospel or just saying hello, we’d like to reach out this summer. We’d like to look at this great church in Thessalonica, as we examine some of the principles to be motivated to do outreach this summer.  
This could potentially be my favorite verse for the summer, verse 3. “We continually remember before our God and Father your work produced by faith, your labor prompted by love, and your endurance inspired by hope in our Lord Jesus Christ.” I pray that this kind of work in our hearts can be done so that it can be expressed in our lives.  As we look at this church, the church of Thessalonica (a model church, a well known church at that time for their great a exemplary lifestyle), we can learn what kind of church we should be in general as well as for the summer.
I.  The Prayers for the Gospel (1-2)
Paul, Silas, and Timothy are saying hello to the church of the Thessalonica, as they heard about the church already.  They give their greetings and prayers for the church.  Verse 2, “We always thank God for all of you, mentioning you in our prayers.” In order for the gospel to be powerful, in order for our witness to be effective, whether it is parents to the child, or a Christian to someone that does not know Christ, we need prayer so that there will be power.
We need to understand a little theology on prayer. 
A. Theology of Prayer
Verse 1, “Paul, Silas and Timothy, To the church of the Thessalonians in God the Father and the Lord Jesus Christ: Grace and peace to you.”
There’s a distinction of persons.  He says, “We always thank God (the Father) for all of you,” and several times he says, “In Christ.” So a little theology on prayer.
1. To the Father
We pray to the Father.
2. In the Son
Because of Jesus we can pray.  We are in Christ.  We are united with Christ.  We are in the Son, by the name of the Son.  That’s what we mean when we say, “In Jesus name.”
3. By the Holy Spirit
As Ephesians says, “Pray in the Spirit.”  So we pray to the Father, in Jesus Christ, by the power of the Holy Spirit. We need to pray so that we will have power in our lives to be effective in ministry to other people in presenting the gospel. 
B. Necessity of prayer
I’ve been meditating on that little phrase in verse 2, “Mentioning you in our prayers.”
1. “Mentioning you in our prayers.”- Effectiveness
There has to be prayers so that the gospel will be effective.  The whole time it’s going to be added to their own prayer.  Paul, Silas, Timothy was praying for this church.  You can see how powerfully God was working in and through this church.  There has to be prayers for the ministry to be effective for the church of Jesus Christ and through the church of Jesus Christ.
2. “Mentioning you in our prayers”- Frequency
“Prayers” is plural, so there has to be constant and frequent prayers.  For your small group ministries to be effective, for your basketball ministry to be effective, for your out reach ministry to be effective, there has to be prayer.  Not just prayer once during the summer, “Lord, be with us in the summer,” and we are done. It does not work like that.  There must be constant, frequent prayers.  Meaning different requests has to be mentioned so that our hearts can be dependent, and that the Spirit of God may come over us, overpower us in spite of our sinfulness and weaknesses (and wickedness too).  That God’s power may be manifested.
3. “Mentioning you in our prayers”- Intercession
Praying for others.  If Paul was selfish, he could have said, my reputation does not depend on your faithfulness.  He did not say that. Though he is distant from the Thessalonians, he is praying for them. Many of you will pray for yourselves.  Many of you will pray for your families.  We also need to pray for others, other people’s families, other people’s small groups, other summer league teams .  Not only that you win, but that your ministry will be effective in the church of Jesus Christ.  We need to be concerned about others.  We need to be concerned about other churches, other small groups, other people, other families.  I think intercessory praying is one of the best ways to check if we are selfish or not.  We become so passionate with anything related to us, now that’s a good thing, that’s not a bad thing, but if that’s the only thing that we are passionate about, perhaps we are being selfish.  Because if we are concerned with the kingdom of God and what God is doing in this world, we need to pray for the glory of God to fill the earth.  That means in order for God’s glory to fill the earth every Christian has to be effective.  So be concerned about each other.  Let’s increase the intensity of our intercessory prayers this summer.  Can we say amen to that?
Prayer is important.  I said this on Friday, but I pray summer session during the whole year.  So today, for this Sunday, for this message to be preached, I prayed the whole year.  The whole year I prayed for today. I pray about four things when I think about the summer: 
1. Summer missions 

2. Summer session (Which means summer ministry going on at CFC, which includes Friday Large Group, Sunday, small group ministry)
3. Summer School (A lot of ministry is going to go on during Summer School.  Many of you are involved in this)
4.Summer League (not just for my team but for the whole summer league). 
This pretty much summarizes the summer ministry at CFC.  I pray for that the whole year, as I think about the summer.  Now, after many years of doing this, I know how to pray for the summer.  Before I did this, I prayed for everything and that’s so many things for the summer.  I narrowed it down to four points (four point sermon).  We need to pray for one another.  We need to pray that there would be effectiveness and power during the summer.  We need to pray for one another.  Every person that enters their small group, that there would be presence of God.  Anybody entering the sanctuary, that there would be the presence of God.  Anybody entering the basketball court, (one hour before summer league maybe you might not feel that) but when summer league starts, something about it, there would be the presence of God.  By the way, many people say that.  I talk to a lot of people who do not come to our church, who do not go to church.  They experience the presence of God when they enter the summer league, except when some of our church members throw a ball at each other.  Other than those times, they say they experience something different during summer league.
Let’s cover everything in prayer so that there would be power of God working in every sphere in every moment during the summer.  Let’s try our best to pray.
II.  The People of the Gospel (3)
Verse 3 “We continually remember before our God and Father your work produced by faith, your labor prompted by love, and your endurance inspired by hope in our Lord Jesus Christ.”
Three things mentioned there.  Work produced by faith, labor prompted by love, and endurance inspired by hope.
A. Heart
1. Work of faith- Hard work done by God’s strengths
Faith, of course in terms of salvation, is what we need to be saved.  But for the ones who are saved, faith is the means to receive the grace of God.  Faith is the condition of the heart (faith eats for the heart) and you receive His grace.  Work produced by faith is work done by His grace.  It is work done, but it is different than just work done by our strength.  It is work done by His grace, by His spiritual strength.  That’s why it’s effective.  There’s spiritual effectiveness.
2. Labor of love- Out of love/power
It’s not that much different than work of faith.  I think Paul is using different words.  Labor of love.  When we receive God’s grace, what happens?  Our hearts are filled with love.  Love is also the condition of the heart.  But now, with the grace that we receive by faith, our hearts are filled with love.  Filled with power.  So whatever we do becomes labor of love.
3. Endurance of hope- Consistency even through hard circumstances
It’s what I just explained, the first and second thing consistently done even through hard circumstances.  Even to those people that we do not want to love, to those people that we do not want to give grace to, when our sinful nature is activated and working, we still endure because of His grace, because of love.  We continue to endure in serving others and serving the Lord.
When you study the word hope, it consistently is related with perseverance, endurance (consistency).  Hope leads to endurance and consistency.  If you think about it, this is the substance of the heart.  Work of faith by His grace, labor of love is our motive/power, and then we consistently do this in hope.  
If you think about the daily interaction, there’s what is invisible aspect.
B. Daily interaction
1. What is invisible/what only God can see- faith, love, hope
Faith, hope, and love is the condition of the heart.  Can that be shown?  Well, by what is visible, which is what everyone can see (work, labor, endurance). When we live out our faith, our hearts have to be right because we can have work, labor, and endurance without love (without His grace).  We can do that, but that has no spiritual effect.  But if our hearts are in condition of faith, asking for grace through prayer, and our hearts are filled with His love, whatever we do is overflow of His love to others.  If we are consistently doing this in hope, then our work/labor/endurance has power.  
Our relationship with the Lord has to be expressed in our daily interactions, through what we do in our daily lives (work, labor, endurance).  Faith, hope, and love, is the condition of our hearts. 
2. What is visible/what everyone can see- work, labor endurance
Work, labor, endurance is what people see.  How that condition of the heart is expressed (i.e. how our relationship with the Lord is expressed) is through those things (work, labor, and love).  That’s why we need to relate with people, so that as we do this (not to show people but because of our relationship with the Lord), our daily interaction is naturally overflowing into their lives.  That’s what they see when we daily walk in the Lord and daily work for the Lord.  Then that’s what they naturally see in our lives.  So if we become the people of God, people will see the God of the people through our lives. That’s what naturally happens in our daily interaction.  That’s why our ministry depends on our relationship with the Lord and it will overflow in our daily interaction and daily lives.
Just to motivate our summer league guys, I remember maybe 15 years ago (other than summer league, I don’t play in basketball tournaments anymore on the campus) I used to play in maybe hundreds of tournaments (all kinds of basketball tournaments on the campus).  I used to have a team with our church guys, and of course we had to have some ringers (some people who are good but who do not know the Lord, some non-Christian guys on the team). Daily I would pray for them (not just to use them in basketball) but I pray for them to relate with them. What I heard from some other people in our church, when this church member talked to this guy, somehow they got to talk about us as teammates. This person said about our team, “Those guys are classy guys.”  That adjective is not the word that would come to mind when I think about our team, classy.  Something else.  But classy? Definitely he wasn’t talking about our basketball skills but our daily interactions with us those few years before he graduated.  I was thinking about our guys and their interactions with this guy, well our guys really did well in terms of relating with him.  I pray that our summer league team members of our church would be called classy guys after this summer.  Can we hear amen to that?  Only one person is saying this loudly with confidence .  I pray that this would happen.
I will read this portion of a book written by Bruce Larson.  He writes about his Sunday church experience when he was young. 
“When I was a small boy, I attended church every Sunday at a big Gothic Presbyterian bastion in Chicago. The preaching was powerful and the music was great. But for me, the most awesome moment in the morning service was the offertory, when twelve solemn, frock-coated ushers marched in lock-step down the main aisle to receive the brass plates for collecting the offering. These men, so serious about their business of serving the Lord in this magnificent house of worship, were the business and professional leaders of Chicago. One of the twelve ushers was a man named Frank Loesch. He was not a very imposing looking man, but in Chicago he was a living legend, for he was the man who had stood up to Al Capone.  
In the prohibition years, Capone's rule was absolute. The local and state police and even the Federal Bureau of Investigation were afraid to oppose him. But single handedly, Frank Loesch, as a Christina layman and without any government support, organized the Chicago Crime Commission, a group of citizens who were determined to take Mr. Capone to court and put him away. During the months that the Crime Commission met, Frank Loesch's life was in constant danger. There were threats on the lives of his family and friends. But he never wavered. Ultimately he won the case against Capone and was the instrument for removing this blight from the city of Chicago. Frank Loesch had risked his life to live out his faith. Each Sunday at this point of the service, my father, a Chicago businessman himself, never failed to poke me and silently point to Frank Loesch with pride. Sometime I'd catch a tear in my father's eye. For my dad and for all of us this was and is what authentic living is all about.”
I pray that we would be the kind of people that people look at and we would be the kind of message, because of how we live and in our daily interaction, that people can talk about us like this.  We need to be the people of the gospel.  Our character (who we are) has to have substance for us to share.
III. The Presentation of the Gospel (4-5)
Verse 4 and 5 talks about how Paul and his colleagues became the presentation of the gospel to the church in Thessalonica.  
A. The components
1. Personalization- Word in us
Notice it says, “because our gospel”.  Notice Paul himself needed the gospel as well.  But I think it’s more than that.  Our gospel means the gospel became so personal to them first.  That this is my gospel.  Paul, in different parts of the Bible says, “my gospel.”  Gospel was so personal to them.  
2. Persuasion- Word through us
But also, “our gospel came to you not simply with words.”  It means, at the very least, there were words.  Came to you, not simply in words, but there has to be words.  There was persuasion of the gospel.  After we personalize the gospel, as we relate, words have to be there.
3. Power- Word in power of the Holy Spirit
But it is also in verse 5, “but also with power, with the Holy Spirit, and with deep conviction.”  Remember, this has to do with the effectiveness of the word in the power of the Holy Spirit, through prayer.  There was power through the Holy Spirit as they say things because it was personalized.  Their eloquence was not an adequate explanation of their effectiveness.
Anders Nygren “The gospel is not the presentation of an idea but operation of a power.” Thinking about this passage, power is through deep conviction.  Gospel work is a powerful operation of the Holy Spirit in both the presenter as well the presented.
4. Personification- Word in visible presentation
Verse 5 “we lived among you for your sake.”  After they personalized the gospel, there was persuasion (the words), power (through prayer), as well was personification (they lived it).  Once you speak it, rarely does it work immediately.  Since they heard the gospel and it doesn’t work, now they must show it.  The radio doesn’t work, you have to turn he TV on (you have to show it).
B. The necessity of all four
Think about the necessity of all four when you think about ministry, even when someone else wants to minister to us (our spiritual leaders for example).  These four things are necessary.  There has to be personalization so that there will be conviction.  Persuasion, there has to be words but without personalization it has no power.  There’s personalization, but there has to be words, spoken, otherwise people will not know.  Their hearts may be open, people may be blessed, but there has to be content given to them specifically about the word and the gospel.  And there has to be power otherwise it is mere words.  There has to be personification because there has to be constant picturing of the gospel in their lives.  All four are necessary as we think about the presentation of the gospel.  There has to be substance in our hearts in living it out (our relationship with the Lord) and then we relate to people, minister to people.
What is the gospel?  What Paul did was he told the gospel like epistles and pictured it like the gospel books.  That’s what we need.  If you think about the gospel books, it’s a story of Jesus, picturing of Jesus.  Epistles is an explanation of that.  We need both of it.  We need to picture the gospel as well as tell them (explain to them the gospel), through our daily relationship with Him.  A comprehensive picture of who Jesus is by living and telling, and then there has to be presentation made to them.
Martin Luther, when he was giving a eulogy one time in 1522 named Nicholas Haussman, and he just gave one sentence in the eulogy.  This is what he said. “What we preach, he lived”.  That’s all he said.  What a great compliment that is about your life.  If we present the gospel like that, there would be so much power.  Even if we say so little, there would be so much power.
IV. The Parenting of the Gospel (6-10)
If there is prayer, and we have substance as people of the gospel, and then as we present the gospel there would be power.  How can we become people like that?  I think in the body of Christ, in the church of Jesus Christ, especially with people who we can emulate from, the rest of the text is really talking about parenting of the gospel (how we need to learn from one another and strengthen one another).  How we need to be older people for the spiritual younger ones, and then parent the gospel.  In the body of Christ, one generation to another generation, this teaching and learning has to take place.  I think that’s what this passage is saying.
Verse 6 says, “You became imitators of us.”  Many people don’t like to imitate because of fear of legalism. Now this has validity of course, but the way to learn as we look into the Bible is through imitation.  Sometimes we do not know initially.  That’s how a child learns.  “Do this.  Do that.”  When kids are young, you tell them by giving laws.  Then what happens, as they grow older, as they become teenagers, you teach them why they have to do it.  
The same thing happens in our Christian life.  We need to learn to imitate.  If there’s someone that we respect and something we want to emulate from their spiritual life, I would say, imitate.  And as you imitate, you learn the meaning and the reason and the motive and the growth will lead to maturity in your spiritual life.
A. Perseverance
Look at this, “You became imitators of us and of the Lord (because they were); in spite of severe suffering, you welcomed the message with the joy given by the Holy Spirit.”  
Notice there’s a balance between severe suffering and joy of the Holy Spirit.  In spite of hard times and difficult times, these Thessalonian church members were learning from Paul, Silas, and Timothy.  A lot of times it is hard to learn and grow (do you agree with that).  It’s hard to grow spiritually, but we need to persevere.  It’s worth it.  Some people say, “I don’t want to be yelled at.  I don’t want to be corrected.  It’s hard to grow.”  We need to be teachable.  We need to want to learn. But we must desire to teach too.   We need to persevere in learning.  That’s what these Thessalonians did.  In the spite of severe suffering, they welcomed the joy given by the Holy Spirit, yet they still imitated them.  We have to persevere in our Christian life.  In our Christian life, but in the midst of our perseverance we need to continually grow and learn.
B. Parenting
1. Imitate
Verse 7, “And so you became a model to all the believers in Macedonia and Achaia.” After they learned, then they learned how to model. Children have to learn from mom and dad and older people in the body of Christ.
2. Internalize
Then what has to happen to that child?  That child has to become a parent.  That’s exactly what happened to the Thessalonians.  Can you imagine that a child learns from a parent and then continuously, even if they are older, still goo-goo-gah-gah, don’t do anything at home?  They just bum around, no desire to work, no desire to serve others and don’t know how to parent and help others.  No we do not want this.  We want the child to learn, to be hungry so that they ultimately will go out on their own and raise so many other people.  The same thing happens spiritually in our lives. When we look at this passage, the Thessalonians became the model to all believers and I’m almost sure, as Paul is writing this, remember in the beginning of the passage, he says, “I’m thanking God as I’m thinking about you.”  I’m almost sure his heart was so full with joy.  
As I said many times before, it’s hard to do ministry.  So many times, I want to say forget it.  What do I get from this? Not much money, not much recognition.  I know some of you think I get much recognition, but it’s not that much.  I want to quit.  That’s just honest feelings at times for many years.  But what gives me the most joy is going to different places and seeing our guys in action, serving the Lord.  When I see that, my blood gets going and I say, “We’ve got to keep persevering.”  If our guys are at work serving the Lord, for the glory of Christ, this is when it is worth it.  I’m almost sure, as Paul is writing this verse, “And so you became a model to all the believers in Macedonia and Achaia” there was joy.
3. Model
The word model is interesting (the etymology of the word).  Initially it was a mark left by a blow.  It became a seal…then it became a pattern.  Paul was like that.  Paul was kind of like that.  Paul was on the road to Damascus to kill Christians, and then BOOM, the blow of God came.  He was knocked down…and the blow sealed him with the Holy Spirit and he became an example, a pattern for other Christians.  In order for us to become a model for others (models are usually good looking), in order for that to happen the blow of God must come into our lives.  We need some severe stroke of God in our hearts through the word, so that we can become beautiful like Jesus so that other people can imitate us as we follow Christ, that they would follow Jesus Christ.  That’s what happened.  As they imitated, they internalized, and they actually became a model to others.
The charge to the older people is to be a model for the younger people!  Can we hear amen to that, if you think you’re an older person?  Charge to older people is to be a model for the younger people.  The charge to the younger ones, is to learn and be teachable so that you can learn from older spiritual people!  Can we hear amen to that?  The charge to CFC is that we can be a model to other churches.  And the charge from one generation to another, this is how the gospel spreads, this is how Christianity spreads in the world, one generation to another generation.  We need to think about our legacy.
I’m constantly thinking about what CFC people were like 20 years ago.  Our church is 20 years old now.  What were our church members like 20 years ago? 10 years ago?  Now?  There are some things that are good and some things that are bad, but one thing is constant.  Constantly new ones learn from older people and older ones teach the younger ones, and younger ones learn from older ones.  That’s how CFC runs.  It’s through discipleship.  It’s through ministry to one another and we grow. I pray that you would be motivated to grow so that you can help others to grow.
I’m not going to say if the quality of the spiritual life is lower than 20 years ago or 10 years ago.  I’m not going to make any comments, you can guess what I’m thinking right now.  I’m not going to say it.  But I pray that we would raise the quality of our spirituality.  Let’s go to a different level.  Can we hear amen to that?  At least do you want to try?
If ten years later, if I’m talking about this group of people, can we say, “That group just raised the level of spirituality.”  Is it possible that we become a model to others?  Meaning is it possible that the level of spirituality in our church can be exceptional in this century that people would talk about our church and people would talk about our prayer life our word life and say, “Man that’s a good church and there’s something wrong with our church.”
Is it possible for us to become like that?  I believe it is possible.  Do we have other churches in this world and even in different part of the states? Can we point out a church and say, “The level of spirituality in that church is different. There’s something different about that church, when we walk into that church there’s something different about that church (whether it’s word, prayer, worship, sacrificial life, or fasting, whatever it is).”  Is it possible that this kind of church exists, that other churches would look at this church and do not say, “That’s abnormal.” But rather, “That’s how we need to be.”  It becomes a model church.  I pray that CFC, not so that we will be called the best church, but to raise the level of spirituality of the kingdom in the 21st century.  So that other Christians would be strengthened.  So that power of the gospel can be manifested for the glory of Jesus Christ in the world.  Can we raise the level of spirituality of CFC and become a model, not just external thing.  I’m talking about the level of spirituality (love for the Lord, passion for the Lord, prayer life, word, fasting).  Can we raise the level of our church.  Is it at least in the remote sense, a desire in your heart?  Are you with me?  Can you say amen to that?  That’s my heart.  That’s my desire.  I was thinking about that, and I ask, “Is it possible?”  
This thought came to my mind when I was visiting with some pastors in Thailand, a couple weeks ago.  “You want a revival in this country?  Amongst you, if there’s a level of spiritual life that Thailand has never seen, then that’s how revival happens.”  Wherever there is revival, there’s a group of people whose level of spirituality is to the point that the the country has never seen.  Then there’s revival.  I pray there would be revival in this century.  Amongst you, there are a group of people, a group of young people who will become leaders in the next ten years (different parts of the world, and different parts of the city).  You’re going to become leaders, whether you like it or not.  You are going to become mothers.  You’re going to become parents (biologically and spiritually).  You set the tone for the ones who follow.  You think in your heart, “Can we raise the level of standard of spirituality?” so that whoever follows you will follow God.  It’s up to you.  At least in my desire, in my heart, we become a model church that will raise the level of standard of spirituality, so that we can become a model church.  At least that’s in my heart.  Can we get there?  I don’t know.  Do we want to get there?  Yes I do.  Am I the only person that’s excited about this.  Are you with me?  Amen?
I’ve been to Monterey, California.  I don’t know how many of you have been to Monterey, California.  I’ve been to a lot of places in the world and this was, believe it or not, one of the most beautiful places I’ve ever been to.  This place was known as Pelican paradise.  What fishermen did was, they cleaned the fish and flung out some of the remains of the fish to the pelicans.  What happened was some of the Pelicans came and ate.  Slowly these Pelicans became fat, lazy, contented.  Eventually as these leftover parts of the fish were out there, these pelicans lost the ability to catch fish on their own and they started to die.  Do you know what the solution was?  They brought out a new breed of pelicans who knew how to catch fish from other places.  These old ones who were dying off started to learn from them and they survived.  We have to learn.  When we become spoiled and start to die out, we have to learn.  I hope there would be a new breed of spirituality coming out of CFC, so that we can learn from one another.  That’s a positive example.
Let me give a negative example.  A few weeks ago was my wife’s birthday, and it shows on facebook.  I don’t know what caused this.  Usually, to gather everyone in our family is a monumental task.  We have to check all of our schedules.  “Sarah, are you busy this day?”  It’s really hard to coordinate everyone’s schedule, so usually we don’t have a birthday dinner on the day of the birthday because someone is busy. We ate dinner for her birthday, and someone heard of that, which was before her birthday.  They said, “Happy belated birthday.”  It wasn’t.  It was before her birthday, but someone wrote, “Happy belated birthday.”  What happened was, about twenty people said, “Happy belated birthday.”  Until one person, Pastor Milo’s wife in Thailand, checked the source and said, “It’s not even your birthday yet.”  She’s the one that found out that it’s not a belated birthday.  It’s ok if you wrote, “Happy belated birthday.”  Don’t feel really bad.  I know some of you are wondering.  Don’t worry.  I didn’t check the names.  That’s a terrible example isn’t it?  Just because of one person.  You’ve got to check the source and learn from and follow the right people.  We have to learn how to be good examples.  We influence others.
C. The call (8-10)
Now other people are talking about the Thessalonians as they were doing this.  As they were praying, they had substance as the people of the gospel, they were presenting the gospel to the people, what happened?  Other people were talking about them.
Verse 9 and 10, “for they themselves report what kind of reception you gave us.  They tell how you turned to God from idols to serve the living and true God, 10 and to wait for his Son from heaven, whom he raised from the dead- Jesus, who rescues us from the coming wrath”
1. Repentance
Turn from idols.  People have to see that they are sinning less.  There is so much emphasis on forgiveness and love of God, which is true, but we need to grow.  We need to progress in our spiritual lives.
2. Service
Verse 9, “They tell how you turned to God from idols to serve the living and true God. Serving, doing things.  Serving.
3. Waiting
Verse 10, “wait for his Son from heaven.”  Waiting, that’s the lifestyle that they had, waiting for the Lord.  The purpose and direction of life was for the Lord, as they constantly say no to sin and yes to serving the Lord. Service there is lifetime service, doulos service.  A lifetimes service for the Lord.
4. Calling
Verse 8, “The Lord’s message.”  Literally, the word of the Lord rang out.  This suggested the call of the trumpet.  As they live out their faith, the word of the Lord, through them like a trumpet call was ringing out.  It’s a call of Christians.  As we pray for the gospel, as we become people of the gospel, as we present the gospel in our daily interactions with people, that His word would ring out as we learn from one another and teach the next generation.  As a church of Jesus Christ, the gospel would ring out through our lives, as a call of the trumpet, until Jesus returns, we are called to do this in our lives.
The Chinese government commissioned an author to write a biography of Hudson Taylor with the purpose of distorting the facts and presenting him in a bad note, so that the gospel can look bad.  They wanted to discredit the name so they hired an author to write bad things about this man, this consecrated missionary of the gospel.  As this author, who was hired, was doing his research, he was increasingly impressed.  He was impressed by this godly man, what a man of character.  He found it extremely difficult to carry out his task with clear conscience.  Do you know what?  This author who was hired by the communist government, eventually at the risk of losing his life, laid aside his pen, renounced his atheism, and received Jesus Christ as his personal savior and Lord.  Wow.  That’s amazing.
If someone were to write about you, investigate you, everything you do in your daily life, would they say, “Wow, I’m never becoming a Christian?”  Or would they say, “My goodness, I want to become a Christian.” This is our call.
Conclusion
Regina Spektor, sings and wrote the song, “The Call,” which is a song that comes out of The Chronicles of Narnia, before they go out to the battle for Aslan (a Christ-like figure).  I love the beginning part of the song:
It started out as a feeling
Which then grew into a hope
Which then turned into a quiet thought
Which then turned into a quiet word

And then that word grew louder and louder
Until it was a battle cry
I'll come back
When you call me
No need to say goodbye
I pray that this feeling that we have this summer would grow into a hope, turn into a quiet thought and quiet words of commitment.  As these words grow louder and louder, it becomes a battle cry for the church of Jesus Christ and I pray that it would continue until Jesus Christ returns.  Let us raise the level of spirituality so that people may see Jesus that they have never seen in us and through us.
