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1 As for you, you were dead in your transgressions and sins, 2 in which you used to live when you followed the ways of this world and of the ruler of the kingdom of the air, the spirit who is now at work in those who are disobedient. 3 All of us also lived among them at one time, gratifying the cravings of our sinful nature and following its desires and thoughts. Like the rest, we were by nature objects of wrath. 4 But because of his great love for us, God, who is rich in mercy, 5 made us alive with Christ even when we were dead in transgressions – it is by grace you have been saved. 6 And God raised us up with Christ and seated us with him in the heavenly realms in Christ Jesus, 7 in order that in the coming ages he might show the incomparable riches of his grace, expressed in his kindness to us in Christ Jesus. 8 For it is by grace you have been saved, through faith – and this not from yourselves, it is the gift of God – 9 not by works, so that no one can boast. 10 For we are God’s workmanship, created in Christ Jesus to do good works, which God prepared in advance for us to do. 
Introduction

· I’ve been thinking about my own salvation to get my heart ready for the summer as our church focuses on outreach in the summer. One of the best ways to prepare is to reflect on what God has done in our behalf.
· Salvation is not very popular word these days, because people immediately think of the narrow definition that some can’t be saved or the shallow definition of going to Heaven. Salvation is one of the deepest, richest words in Scripture, and one of the foundational things that we need to revisit to get deeper understanding.
I. Restoration [1-3]
Ephesians 2:1-3 says, “1 As for you, you were dead in your transgressions and sins, 2 in which you used to live when you followed the ways of this world and of the ruler of the kingdom of the air, the spirit who is now at work in those who are disobedient. 3 All of us also lived among them at one time, gratifying the cravings of our sinful nature and following its desires and thoughts. Like the rest, we were by nature objects of wrath.”
A. Adam – What we were like 
1. As Paul was writing the whole book of Ephesians, he had the book of Genesis in mind. As he talks about marriage in Ephesians 5, he quotes from Genesis, “Man shall leave his father and mother and be united with his wife” and as I read Ephesians over and over again, I realized that Genesis is the foundation of the whole book of Ephesians. It’s about how man fell and how God is restoring the whole humanity back to himself, including in marriage, in family, and in work places. 
2. Satan rebelled against God and took away one third of the angels who became demons. Satan was not of equal status opposed to God, because there is no such being. Satan and the demons rebelled against God, and then Satan came to tempt man. When Adam and Eve fell and followed the ways of Satan, God saw the whole camp of man as rebels against God.
B. Adams
1. So as sinner, we are born with sinful nature. We are in Adam and in Satan in that sense. Although we may not consciously choose to follow Satan, we live for ourselves in our motives and in our thoughts, following the ways of our forefather Adam, as well as Satan and the demons. We are in rebellion against God.
2. We are all little Adams. Starting with Adam and Eve, Satan led people in disobedience to God, and those people in their disobedient thoughts and actions created the culture of this world. Satan continues to lure our hearts and minds away from God; he does this by working through the systems in our world, and tempting especially those who can influence the culture (v.2).
C. Objects of wrath
Ephesians 2:3 says, “All of us also lived among them at one time, gratifying the cravings of our sinful nature and following its desires and thoughts. Like the rest, we were by nature objects of wrath.
1. All of us, every human being before coming to Christ, were by nature objects of wrath. Life is not about success evaluated by people’s standards, either our own standards or other people’s standards. The Bible says our lives are about the approval of God; everything we do is evaluated by God. When we are in disobedience to God, we are objects of wrath, and that will matter in eternity.
2. Whatever you think is important now, ask yourself if it is going to matter in a thousand years. How about ten thousand years? Learn to evaluate everything like that and it will give you wisdom and understanding of what is important to live for in life.
3. Ephesians 1 is about salvation from God’s point of view – how God orchestrates everything so we can be saved. Ephesians 2 is from our point of view. It is a profound explanation of our psyche, our experience of sin and salvation.
4. The Greek word for sinful nature is “sarks”, which literally means “flesh”. Many people misunderstand the word flesh, because it can mean physical flesh or spiritual sinful flesh. Often, people associate fleshly desire with bad and spiritual desire with good, but the Bible says fleshly desire can be good. Sexual desire, in the context of marriage, to express love for one another as husband and wife, is a great thing. When it says “sarks”, it means all the things we often misuse. Though intended for the glory of God, we eat and drink for our own glory and to exalt ourselves because of our sinful desires. As a result, we were objects of wrath, until he saved us.
5. Many times we categorize sin; we think there are major sins like sexual immorality and murder, and minor sins like gossip. That may be true in how it affects other people, but in God’s perspective, they are all in rebellion against God. Whenever categories of sin are mentioned in the Bible, in Romans, the Gospels, or Ephesians, the categories mix. It talks about murder and gossip together. So, what we see as the most holy person is still a Hell-deserving sinner because their motive is in rebellion against God.

6. Some may ask, is it true that a moral person who keeps all the laws in his life, even speed limits, but does not accept Jesus Christ as his Savior and Lord is going to Hell, whereas a person with all kind of sin in his life and receives Christ two minutes before death, is going to Heaven? Yes, this is true. If that does not sound crazy, you understand the Gospel. We must first understand that all of us are no good; all of us are the objects of wrath in God’s standard. Only by God’s grace, we are saved, because of Jesus Christ.
7. Three remarks: 

1) Revelatory explanation of the problem of mankind. The world says the problem with us is psychological or biological, that’s why they give you medicine. Or sociological, because of the surroundings that we have had. The Bible says the problem with mankind is spiritual, because we are against God.

2) Revolutionary explanation of the problem of the world. This world’s problem is not because of political problems. All the wars boil down to someone not getting what they want (James 4:1); it is our sinful hearts that affect the world.

3) Comprehensive description of the problems of the universe. All the living beings causing problems are creating their own systems as they are in rebellion against God. What God is doing, through the Gospel, is restoration of bringing the Adams back to himself.
II. Resurrection [4-6] 

Ephesians 2:4-6 says, “4But because of his great love for us, God, who is rich in mercy, 5 made us alive with Christ even when we were dead in transgressions – it is by grace you have been saved. 6 And God raised us up with Christ and seated us with him in the heavenly realms in Christ Jesus.
A. The big “but” [4]
1. Verses 1 through 3 are pretty depressing and offer no hope, but there is a turning point in verse 4. This big “but” represents the great turning point for humanity. 
2. In sports, there are sometimes turnarounds in those hopeless moments. If you are a baseball fan, Yankees was up 3-nothing against the Boston Red Socks, everybody thought it was over, but eventually Boston wins. That kind of turnaround is nothing compared to this. In the World Cup, US was down 2-nothing in the first half, and then in the second half, they tied the game. That kind of turnaround is still nothing compared to how hopeless humanity was, and the turnaround because of God’s great love for us. His love was the force and power that turned our loss around.
B. Made us alive with Christ [5]
God, the Father, through our faith, united us with Jesus Christ. When Jesus died, we died. He died as us, so that when he lives, we live as him. 
C. God raised us up [6] 
His resurrection power is in us; God raises us up with Christ.
1. His resurrection power will be at work within us. There will be physical resurrection one day for those who are dead, but there is spiritual resurrection already taking place for those who are in Jesus Christ.
2. What God is doing is not improvement work in human beings. We do not become better people, but we become a completely new kind of being, absolutely different in nature. 
3. Though we are still sinful since Adam’s DNA will remain in us until Christ returns, the spiritual resurrection means God sees genuine love in our hearts that was not there before. When you truly receive Jesus Christ as Savior, there’s something in you that comes alive and you can only experience because of your new nature. With Christ’s DNA in you, people can experience Christ’s love through you. You represent Christ because of the resurrection of Christ in you.
4. A pastor I know worked in a funeral parlor while in seminary. One night, he slowly crawled up to a coffin and said “Boo!” to a dead body. Of course nothing happened. If we are spiritually dead, and we were absolutely dead according to this passage, there is no way to respond to the Gospel because there is no life in us. Is there any response in your heart? When there’s the Word, when there is worship, when you hear someone’s testimony, when you think about sacrifice, is there a reaction in your heart? Whenever there is anything that reveals the glory of God, the beauty of Christ, are you mesmerized? That means something is alive in you.
5. When an animal sees a flower, it questions if it can eat it. When a human being sees a flower, he thinks it’s beautiful. When a Christian sees a flower, he praises God thinking, “wow God, how in the world did you make this. If you can put this much beauty in an inanimate object, how much more beauty are you instilling in me?” We can see God through these things, because there is a Spirit of God in us, and we ought to praise God. 
III. Revisualization [7-9]
We must see this again, this turnaround, how incredible is our salvation.
Ephesians 2:7-9 says, “7 in order that in the coming ages he might show the incomparable riches of his grace, expressed in his kindness to us in Christ Jesus. 8 For it is by grace you have been saved, through faith –and this not from yourselves, it is the gift of God – 9 not by works, so that no one can boast.”
A. In the coming ages he might show [7]
We have not see anything yet. What we see now is nothing compared to what is coming. Even through our suffering, we can see Christ more. One day, our whole life will be over and suffering will be gone, we will see him and he will be our joy.
B. By grace through faith [8] 
Paul seems to say that faith is the eyes of the heart. 
Ephesians 1:18 says, “18 I pray also that the eyes of your heart may be enlightened in order that you may know the hope to which he has called you, the riches of his glorious inheritance in the saints,”
1. I pray, like Paul, that the eyes of your heart may see the glorious truth that your suffering is nothing compared to the glorious of the joy that is coming.
2. How can we see? Through the eyes of Faith and the vision of Grace. Grace is giving us the ability to see, so that our hearts, through faith, may able to see. Grace has to come so that we can see Jesus through faith.
C. No one can boast [9] 
1. When we have eyes of Faith, by the vision of Grace, we become humble. We will worship and praise Him, because it is all his work. It is his mercy, grace, and love. There are no more complaints, and we become thankful. We need to re-visualize this grace, so that our hearts can be rejuvenated. He deserves all the credit.
2. Outreach has to be God-centered. We need to be full of God so that we will overflow God to others. Most people know about Christianity or think they know about Christianity, but they may have a wrong perception of it because of the people they have seen in their lives. The first thing we should do is help them to see again. We don’t have to act nice, that won’t work. We just love people, because they have to see Jesus. We can’t show Jesus by trying to show Jesus, it is by overflow. People become Christian through the Gospel, because Romans 1 says the Gospel is the power of God. Before you became Christian, you began to investigate God, but after you become a Christian, God will start to investigate you.
3. I love this illustration. A child is scared, trapped in a burning building a few stories high. The Father comes and tells the child, “Jump, I will catch you”. The child questions, “But daddy, I can’t see you, how can I jump?” The Father says, “it does not matter if you see me or not, because I can see you.” Faith is not a blind belief, but believing in the one who sees the blind. Faith is not focusing on what you are not seeing, but focusing on the one who sees you even in your blindness. We believe because we are seen, we have absolute trust in the one who sees us. We see him without our eyes, but with the eyes of our hearts.
IV. Re-creation [8-13]
Ephesians 2:10 says, “For we are God’s workmanship, created in Christ Jesus to do good works, which God prepared in advance for us to do. 
A. Workmanship
The word for workmanship is Poiema. The word “poem” also comes out of it. The Bible is saying we are God’s poem. F. F. Bruce translated it to “His works of art.” Anything that God makes, F. F. Bruce calls it a masterpiece. 
1. God is forming us as he expresses his great love, great power, and great wisdom in us and through us. We are his masterpiece to show who he is and through us, others are seeing him.
2. St. Augustine said, “Men go abroad to wonder at the height of mountains, at the huge waves of the sea, at the long courses of the rivers, at the vast compass of the season, at the circular motion of the stars; and they pass by themselves without wondering.” Meaning, just look at yourself in the mirror and wonder what an amazing thing God has done – physically, emotionally, spiritually.

3. Michelangelo was once asked what he was doing as he chipped away at a shapeless rock. He replied, “I’m liberating an angel from this stone.” I think that is what God is doing in humanity. We are not there yet, but through sanctification, through glorification, God is liberating Christ-likeness in humanity.
B. Created in Jesus
God’s masterpiece, created in Jesus. God’s great work of re-creation art to do good works. 
C. Good works
Many people misunderstand “good works” to simply mean doing good things. I believe anything done with a heart of love for God is good work.
Ephesians 1:22-23 says, “22 And God placed all things under his feet and appointed him to be head over everything for the church, 23 which is his body, the fullness of him who fills everything in every way.”
1. Jesus Christ is the head of the church, and all of us, connected to Jesus, make up the body. In the book of Ephesians, chapter 4 talks about the local church, chapter 5 talks about family, and chapter 6 talks about work places. In all of these realms, as Christians, because of our relationship with Jesus, we receive his instructions and nourishment, we live out our faith for the Lord, and it is good works.
Conclusion

· I pray the whole year for the summer. I sum up the summer is with four things: summer missions, summer session – including small groups, large group meetings, summer league, and summer school. The whole year I pray for those four things so that during the summer session, there will be overflow of life in Jesus Christ in all the realms.
· I was meditating on Mary recently. She was basically a teenage girl told by this angel that she will be pregnant. In Luke, the angel says, “you have found favor with God, you will be with child and give birth to a son, and you are to give him the name Jesus.” Being a teenage unwed mother was a tragic thing in Jewish culture at that time. In fact, even when Jesus grew up and was doing ministry, people were commenting, “isn’t that Joseph and Mary’s son?” They were basically saying, “isn’t that Joseph and Mary’s illegitimate son?” The whole town talked about it throughout their lives. Think about the questions she could have asked when she first received the news: what would Joseph think? Would he believe me? What will my parents think? What will become of my marriage? Will I be accused of sexual immorality and die? What will become of my reputation? Instead, she gave all of herself. This is what she said in Luke 1:38, “I am the Lord’s servant, may it be to me as you have said.” A few times in the Scripture, it said she pondered this incident in her heart. I believe throughout her life, even when she receives accusations, she remembered this in her heart and overcame. She knew she had found favor with God and it did not matter what people thought. Her prayer may have been something like this: Lord, all of my self, my future, my family, my husband, my reputation, all my body, my hands , my feet, my heart, my womb is yours. Christ Jesus will be in her, but she was already in Christ. Even if no one likes you, if you are in favor with God, it does not matter. I pray that we will have this kind of heart and live out our calling.
