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14 How, then, can they call on the one they have not believed in? And how can they believe in the one of whom they have not heard? And how can they hear without someone preaching to them? 15 And how can they preach unless they are sent? As it is written, "How beautiful are the feet of those who bring good news!" 16 But not all the Israelites accepted the good news. For Isaiah says, "Lord, who has believed our message?" 17 Consequently, faith comes from hearing the message, and the message is heard through the word of Christ. 18 But I ask: Did they not hear? Of course they did: "Their voice has gone out into all the earth, their words to the ends of the world." 19 Again I ask: Did Israel not understand? First, Moses says, "I will make you envious by those who are not a nation; I will make you angry by a nation that has no understanding." 20 And Isaiah boldly says, "I was found by those who did not seek me; I revealed myself to those who did not ask for me." 21 But concerning Israel he says, "All day long I have held out my hands to a disobedient and obstinate people."
Introduction

· To recap, Romans 9-11 is about spiritual Israel. Romans 10 is talking about our responsibility to preach the Gospel and others’ responsibility to respond in faith to His sovereignty highlighted in Romans 9. This passage is motivation to live purposefully with a sense of mission in everyday life – going to classes, into our homes, into the workplace - to be beautiful people with beautiful feet so the sovereign God can use us for His glory.

· In this culture people think a lot about external beauty. We’re attracted to people that look good or we spend hours doing things to look better. We spend too much time concerned about our body or clothing and not enough cultivating our hearts. This passage emphasizes how we have to be spiritually beautiful people living with a sense of mission for God’s glory.
· God is redemptively transforming history. People ask, “If God is sovereign, why aren’t there many Israelites believers?” Most did not believe at that time, and thus, asked, “Then is God unjust and unfaithful?” This passage continues to answer those questions.
I. The Process of Salvation in Redemptive History – How Can Someone be Saved?
Romans 10:14-15 says, “14 How, then, can they call on the one they have not believed in? And how can they believe in the one of whom they have not heard? And how can they hear without someone preaching to them? 15 And how can they preach unless they are sent? As it is written, ‘How beautiful are the feet of those who bring good news!’” [Isaiah 52:7]
As Paul answers a question about God, he’s telling us to look at the process of salvation. It’s a five step process – call, believe, hear, preach, sent. It starts with someone who responds. Because someone is sent, they believe. It’s in reverse order from what may seem intuitive. It’s just like TV shows. In the past they usually started out boring and then climaxed. These days, the climax captures attention at the beginning (something blows up), and then the rest of the show explains the story. Before, you had no choice so you just had to watch the whole show even if it was boring. Now, you have hundreds of channels and hundreds of other things to do, so unless they capture attention in the beginning, people won’t watch. As Paul is explaining this process, notice how it’s opposite from what we may see as intuitive.
A. Call
Romans 10:13 says, “for, ‘Everyone who calls on the name of the Lord will be saved.’”
1. First something exciting happens and a person’s heart is changed and transformed and they’ll call out to the Lord.

2. How can they call? Someone has to cry out to the Lord. The verse before this says everyone who calls on the name of the Lord will be saved. It’s not about saying that exact phrase, but from the heart you’re calling out and seeking the Lord. God hears this kind of noise and responds. 
3. I’m not a scientist, but I heard that when the Earth rotates it makes a lot of noise. We can’t hear it because it’s a different sound frequency. Similarly, no one can hear the sound of the heart crying out to God, but He can. One day, you called out and God can hear that noise. That call is from the heart through your mouth. You confess with your mouth and believe in your heart. 

B. Believe

1. The call comes from a heart that believes. Some people think it’s a mental or intellectual thing, but belief is a condition of the heart. In order to believe in the present moment your heart has to be alive. It assumes that God has made that spiritual resurrection to come alive. It assumes life and the present condition of belief. That belief will never end. There is some degree of more belief or less belief, but the essence will never end in eternity. Once you’re alive, you’ll never spiritually die because you’re spiritually resurrected as you’re called onto the Lord.
C. Hear

1. How does the heart come alive? When you hear a message or piece of information, it enters into your mind and heart. In order for people to hear the message of Jesus, it’s essential that the content is preached and there’s understanding in our mind. 
2. In Romans 4, it says Satan has blinded the minds of unbelievers. Satan uses the noise that is of the world, which may conflict with the gospel message, to blind the minds of unbelievers. Thus, we must get close enough to others by relating to them and getting into their lives, so that others can really hear the gospel. 

3. Sometimes, it’s difficult to hear because there are so many voices in our minds and hearts. It’s like the Parable of the Sower and the Seeds, which talks about different soils that can facilitate or hinder a heart from receiving the gospel. For example, a hard heart. All kinds of mental blocks and philosophies, like other religions, prevent the seed from growing. We must use the same sound frequency to speak to others so they can hear the gospel. The parable also talks about hard circumstances. Sometimes people go through hard times and blame God with wrong theology and Satan does this. So we must get into their lives and show the love of Christ. Another soil is the heart of temptation. When someone is tempted or divided, we must get into their lives to show them the forgiving grace of God. We get into their lives so they can hear the word of Jesus. 
D. Preach

1. Why did they hear? Because someone preached and gave the word. Who can preach? Simply the ones who have heard the word of God. It’s a cycle. Because people have heard the word of God, they can speak it into others’ lives. 
2. It’s not just preaching in a public setting, but as you speak to people with your life and daily activities you present the gospel in its essence. As we hear the word in our hearts, we become instruments of God. Instruments can become useless with infrequent usage. For example, if you’re not serving God or you seek to relate with people but there’s no prayer, love, or true purpose behind it. But with the gospel you can help people to know Christ. It might not be overnight, but in due time, the gospel will squeal out of you. We can also become a useless instrument because of over usage. We’re not being an example of Christ if we fail to display the joy of serving Him or we’re spread to thin. To be used by God we need to be constantly sharpened and fed by the Word. Then the Word of God will just flow out of you. 
3. It’s like with a computer. If your battery is not connected, it’ll eventually go down. It’s best to be 100% filled with the power of God to be used for the glory of God.

4. John Bunyan said, “If my life is fruitless, it doesn’t matter who praises me. If my life is fruitful, it doesn’t matter who criticizes me.” We must be full of His Word and bear fruit and become preachers.

5. J.I. Packer said, “A true sermon is an act of God, and not a mere performance by man. In real preaching, the speaker is the servant of the Word and God speaks and works by the Word through his servant’s lips. The sermon is God’s ordained means of speaking and working. The divine commission to ministers is a commission to preach and teach, and the accompanying promise is that, if they preach the word faithfully, they will not preach in vain.” Packer was talking about preachers in a public setting, but this applies to all. You are the sermon of God. Are you an unclear sermon? A bad sermon? An ugly sermon? Pray that you will be a downloadable sermon with 20,000 hits online. 
6. Isaiah’s ministry didn’t have much fruit, though he was faithful for 60 years. Many times he was discouraged while preaching. I pray that you will at least feel that discouragement. If you’ve never been discouraged in ministry, that means you never tried. If you’ve been discouraged in the Christian life, you can experience the true power of God like Isaiah did. In Isaiah 49, he looks at God and is so hopeful about His sovereign reign over redemptive history. In Isaiah 50, he looks at people and becomes hopeless and discouraged. It’s an imbalance of seeing God and seeing people, and he prays in Isaiah 50:4: “The Sovereign LORD has given me an instructed tongue, to know the word that sustains the weary. He wakens me morning by morning, wakens my ear to listen like one being taught.”
E. Sent

1. How can people call out to the Lord to be saved? Because someone preached and God sent someone. We are the ones being sent. We’re not only sent to the mission field, but also to normal, daily activities. God calls us to be effective where we are. For some He calls to Hawaii, for others it’s the cornfield. Pray that God sends you where He’ll use you for His glory. Right now, your mission field is wherever you go on Monday. Live daily with a sense of mission.
2. If CFC didn’t exist next year, would this city notice? Yeah, they would notice because we’re so noisy in restaurants and borrow so many dorm lounges for Bible studies. But would they miss the spiritual noise that CFC makes? Are we making a difference in this town? I’m not talking about ministering to one another, but I’m talking about those that don’t know Christ. Are we an invisible church? Wake up! We need to be a noisy church. Not dorm or restaurant noise, but spiritual noise.
3. In Acts 27 Paul is involved in a shipwreck and then starts to speak. Everyone listens, including all those in charge of the ship, because Paul was a man that heard the Word and spoke it. He knows what he’s talking about and there’s power. If you hear God’s Word, you will become leaders in this society—not necessarily in position, but others will respect and listen to you. Though Paul was a prisoner, everyone listened to him. It didn’t matter what position he had. 
II. The Cause of Unbelief in Redemptive History – Why Would Someone Not Receive Christ?
A. What they did not do
Romans 10:16 says, “But not all the Israelites accepted the good news. For Isaiah says, ‘Lord, who has believed our message?’”
1. The Israelites did not accept the good news. More literally, they did not obey it. A lot of times, we think the gospel is an invitation, like an invitation to party. It is an aspect of it, but in this passage the gospel is a command saying, “You need Jesus.” What is obedience? It’s believing and receiving—exactly what they didn’t do. 
2. Paul is using Isaiah 53 because Isaiah 52:7 is mentioned a few verses before, “How beautiful are the feet of those who bring good news!” Isaiah 53:1 says, “Lord, who has believed our message?” Isaiah 53 is about the suffering servant of Jesus Christ. Though physically He wasn’t beautiful, he sacrificially loved us—that’s beauty. Even though God spoke about that beautiful love of the gospel throughout the Israelites’ history, they did not obey or respond in faith. 
3. Sometimes we’re responsible for people not hearing the message, because we don’t preach to them. But if we’re preaching, it’s their responsibility. This can be encouragement. Some people think if parents do a good job, their kids will automatically turn out right. But sometimes good parents have kids that don’t turn out right. Like the first parent, God the Father with Adam and Eve who disobeyed.

4. “Several thousand years ago, there was a man who was chosen to follow a great leader. The leader possessed outstanding religious and moral qualities, and the man I am talking about lived with him and learned from him for three years. He was part of a small group who were privileged to do so. In time, this man became disillusioned with his teacher and eventually betrayed him to his enemies when he had an opportunity to profit personally from the betrayal. But then he became disillusioned with himself for what he had done. Disillusionment led to depression, depression led to desperation, and desperation to despair. In the end, he killed himself by hanging. That man’s name was Judas and his teacher was Jesus Christ.” Sometimes it’s discouraging to see people who you minister to go astray. Many times, it’s a revelation of their hearts about unbelief.

B. What they did not hear
Romans 10:17 says, “Consequently, faith comes from hearing the message, and the message is heard through the word of Christ.”
1. The Israelites did not hear the message, the word of Christ. It’s the Word of God which is about Christ. The whole Bible and gospel throughout history is about Christ. God’s message is that you can’t be in Adam to be saved, but you must be in Christ. They failed because they did not spiritually hear to respond to the gospel. 

2. In Acts 10 Peter receives a message of the Spirit to preach to the Gentile Cornelius. Peter is a Jew who didn’t want to preach to Gentiles, just like the Romans. 
3. Acts 10:3 says, “About the ninth hour of the day he saw clearly in a vision an angel of God come in and say to him, ‘Cornelius.’”

4. Acts 10:44 says, “While Peter was still saying these things, the Holy Spirit fell on all who heard the word.”

5. Cornelius sees a vision of an angel telling him to go to this man. While that was happening, Peter was praying and the Spirit told him to go to Cornelius and preach the gospel. It seems like a normal account, but it answers a lot of our questions. We ask, “Why doesn’t God go to preach the gospel?” But this passage shows an angel appearing to Cornelius and the Spirit speaking to Peter. It’s not the angel or the spirit that preaches, but Peter. A human being, who heard the Word of God, preaches the gospel so Cornelius can come to know Christ. 
6. Why do we have to preach the gospel? Because God is sovereign and He ordained His people–the Peter’s of this world–who have heard the Word to preach it. 
7. If there are unbelievers around you, God has ordained you. He could have done it with angels, but God ordained you to preach the gospel. I pray that we’ll have a sense of privilege and responsibility in our hearts to live differently.
III. The Explanation of God’s Character in Redemptive History – What God is Like Towards Those who are Stubbornly Rejecting Jesus?
A. They heard the Gospel
Romans 10:18 says, “But I ask: Did they not hear? Of course they did: ‘Their voice has gone out into all the earth, their words to the ends of the world.’”
1. Paul is quoting from Psalm 19. “Their voice has gone out into all the earth, their words to the ends of the world.” The first part of Psalm 19 is about the general revelation of how God speaks through the universe about the essence of His being. The second part is about His specific revelation through the Israelites to preach the gospel. The point is God is constantly, ceaselessly preaching the gospel. There’s no question that God is speaking. We have no excuses. He will preach until He returns or until your death.
B. They understood the Gospel

1. Moses
Romans 10:19 says, “Again I ask: Did Israel not understand? First, Moses says, ‘I will make you envious by those who are not a nation; I will make you angry by a nation that has no understanding.’”
a) This is from Deuteronomy 32:21, “I will make you envious by those who are not a nation; I will make you angry by a nation that has no understanding.’”
b) Moses is a song writer. He’s writing of Israel’s disobedience and idolatry, which will send them into exile. Since the Israelites turned their hearts away from God in idolatry, He turned his love away from biological Israel and toward sending the gospel to the Gentiles. Their punishment fit the crime. Through that, Israel would be jealous, repent, and turn back to the Lord. In order for you to be jealous, you have to understand what’s going on. The point is that Israel understood the gospel.

2. Prophets
Romans 10:20 says, “And Isaiah boldly says, ‘I was found by those who did not seek me; I revealed myself to those who did not ask for me.’”
a) This is from Isaiah 65:1, “I was found by those who did not seek me; I revealed myself to those who did not ask for me.’”
b) It means that the Gentiles, who had no understanding through history, accepted the gospel though they barely understood. The essence of the problem in Romans 10:21 is Israel’s rejection of the gospel.

C. They rejected the Gospel
Romans 10:21 says, “But concerning Israel he says, ‘All day long I have held out my hands to a disobedient and obstinate people.’” This is a quote from Isaiah 65:2.
1. The people – disobedient and obstinate

a) The point is, it’s a fault of people and their choices. They were disobedient and obstinate. They were sinful in their hearts. They out rightly rejected God. 
2. God – Outstretched hands
a) What was God doing? Was he unjust and unfaithful? But God says, “All day long I have held out my hands…” What was God doing? He was extending his hands, even through discipline. From Genesis and on, history is one of God’s outstretched hands to embrace and receive His people. 

b) His love is constant. His love is compassionate. The posture is a parent reaching out to a crying child. His love is costly because it takes effort and self-denial to extend his arm. Pained arms, but also a pained heart. It’s exactly what Jesus did on the cross. Like the Father, like the Son. Jesus shows the love of the Father as he extends His arms on the cross. It’s a costly extension of his arms to die on our behalf. He did it to show His love to us in order for us to be in Christ to receive Him. 
Conclusion

· Isaiah 52:7 says, “How beautiful upon the mountains are the feet of Him who brings good news, who publishes peace, who brings good news of happiness, who publishes salvation, who says to Zion, ‘Your God reigns.’” As we declare the good news of Jesus Christ, this happens. I pray we’ll understand this so we can go out today with a sense of mission. 
· 1 Peter 3:18-20 says, “18 For Christ died for sins once for all, the righteous for the unrighteous, to bring you to God. He was put to death in the body but made alive by the Spirit, 19 through whom also he went and preached to the spirits in prison 20 who disobeyed long ago when God waited patiently in the days of Noah while the ark was being built. In it only a few people, eight in all, were saved through water,”
· It seems like Jesus, by the Spirit, went down into prison in hell to preach there and came out, but that’s not the correct understanding of this passage. Yes, Jesus went through His Spirit to preach to these people, but it was through the Spirit working in Noah. In the correct context, it’s saying that He preached in Noah’s days, while these people (who are now in prison) were still alive. How? Through the Holy Spirit who was in Noah he was a preacher of righteousness in 2 Peter. Noah preached to them while he was building the Ark. This passage is saying that Jesus Christ preached through the Spirit in Noah. They disobeyed, and now they’re in prison. This has tremendous implications. Whoever has the Word of God and Holy Spirit in them can preach, similarly to Noah, Jesus is preaching through you.

· It goes right along with the whole book of Romans. Romans 5-6 says we’re in Union with Christ. Romans 12 is saying that we’re the body of Christ—representative of Him. Together, we picture Jesus who is infinitely beautiful! The Great Commission passage says at the end, “I will be with you always, to the end of ages.” Whenever we go out to the world and preach the gospel, we can be confident He will be with us by His Spirit. 

· In a Gospel for Asia I read of Indian missionary who preached to an Indian village. He walked a long way there to give the gospel, but no one believed. He was tired so he went under a tree to sleep. People came to him and saw his feet, which were bleeding because of the long walk. When they saw his bleeding feet they said, “If this man came all the way to us sacrificing himself to bleed for us, this gospel must be true.” Many people came to know Christ. As we have the Word in our hearts and we live out Jesus, He will preach through us.

· Think about how we daily survive and live in a worldly manner. We just spend time and go through the day, but that’s not how Christians should be. We should be faithful in our daily responsibilities and have a sense of mission in our hearts and minds. We must be intentional, purposeful, and strategic. We must be spiritual. In the midst of it, God will use us. Jesus Christ was preached through us, so the beauty of Christ would be on display. Beautiful lips, beautiful feet, beautiful words. That is the flavor of Christ.
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