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I. What is Righteousness? [1-4]
A. What it is not
Romans 10:2-3  2For I can testify about them that they are zealous for God, but their zeal is not based on knowledge. 3Since they did not know the righteousness that comes from God and sought to establish their own, they did not submit to God’s righteousness. 

B. What it is
Romans 10:4  Christ is the end of the law so that there may be righteousness for everyone who believes.  

1. Righteousness in the Gospel – Chapters 1-2
Romans 1:17  For in the gospel a righteousness from God is revealed, a righteousness that is by faith from first to last, just as it is written: “The   righteous will live by faith.”
2. Righteousness counted by faith in Jesus – Chapters 3-5
Romans 3:25  God presented him as a sacrifice of atonement, through faith in his blood. He did this to demonstrate his justice, because in his forbearance he had left the sins committed beforehand unpunished--

3. Righteousness in our characters – Chapters 6-8
Romans 6:13  Do not offer the parts of your body to sin, as instruments of wickedness, but rather offer yourselves to God, as those who have been brought from death to life; and offer the parts of your body to him as instruments of righteousness.
4. Righteousness of God manifested in redemptive history – Chapters 9-11
Romans 9:30  What then shall we say? That the Gentiles, who did not pursue righteousness, have obtained it, a righteousness that is by faith;
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5. Righteousness of God revealed through the redeemed people in daily lives  – Chapters 12-16
Romans 14:17  For the kingdom of God is not a matter of eating and drinking, but of righteousness, peace and joy in the Holy Spirit,
C. What it looks like

Romans 10:1  Brothers, my heart’s desire and prayer to God for the Israelites is that they may be saved. 
II. How Do We Receive Righteousness? [5-7]
A. How do we miss it? Law
Romans 10:5  Moses describes in this way the righteousness that is by the law: “The man who does these things will live by them.”  
Leviticus 18:5  Keep my decrees and laws, for the man who obeys them will live by them. I am the LORD.
Deuteronomy 30:12-14  12It is not up in heaven, so that you have to ask, “Who will ascend into heaven to get it and proclaim it to us so we may obey it?” 13Nor is it beyond the sea, so that you have to ask, “Who will cross the sea to get it and proclaim it to us so we may obey it?” 14No, the word is very near you; it is in your mouth and in your heart so you may obey it.
B. How do we receive it? Faith
Romans 10:6-7  6But the righteousness that is by faith says: “Do not say in your heart, ‘Who will ascend into heaven?’” (that is, to bring Christ down) 7“or ‘Who will descend into the deep?’” (that is, to bring Christ up from the dead). 

C. The comparison of law and faith
Romans. 10:4 
1. Chart
	Law
	Faith (in Jesus)

	Adam [Before Moses]
	Jesus

	Us in Adam before conversion
	Us in Christ after conversion

	Law was a requirement [to show we are like Adam]
	Law is expression of love [Jesus]

	Mode of salvation
	Mode of growth [in essence]

	Points to Jesus
	Teaches us how to be like Jesus

	Laws of obedience for ethnic Israel
	Description of Spiritual Israel


2. Jesus is the end of the law
a.      The end of the failure of the law

b.       The end of the condemnation of the law

c.       The beginning of the growth through the law

3. Application

a.       Be cautious of legalism

b.       Be cautious of libertarianism

Jeremiah 31:33  “This is the covenant I will make with the house of Israel after that time,” declares the LORD. “I will put my law in their minds and write it on their hearts. I will be their God, and they will be my people.

III. What is Faith? [8-13]
A. The path to faith
Romans 10:8  But what does it say? “The word is near you; it is in your mouth and in your heart,” that is, the word of faith we are proclaiming: 

B. The proof of faith

Romans 10:9-10  9That if you confess with your mouth, “Jesus is Lord,” and believe in your heart that God raised him from the dead, you will be saved. 10For it is with your heart that you believe and are justified, and it is with your mouth that you confess and are saved. 

1. Heart
2. Mouth

C. The benefits of faith
Romans 10:11  As the Scripture says, “Anyone who trusts in him will never be put to shame.” 

1. Covering
2. Pleasing

D. The universality of faith

Romans 10:12  For there is no difference between Jew and Gentile — the same Lord is Lord of all and richly blesses all who call on him, 

E. The potential of faith

Romans 10:13  for, “Everyone who calls on the name of the Lord will be saved.” 
