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24 even us, whom he also called, not only from the Jews but also from the Gentiles? 25 As he says in Hosea: "I will call them 'my people' who are not my people; and I will call her 'my loved one' who is not my loved one," 26 and, "It will happen that in the very place where it was said to them, 'You are not my people,' they will be called 'sons of the living God.' " 27 Isaiah cries out concerning Israel: "Though the number of the Israelites be like the sand by the sea, only the remnant will be saved. 28 For the Lord will carry out his sentence on earth with speed and finality." 29 It is just as Isaiah said previously: "Unless the Lord Almighty had left us descendants, we would have become like Sodom, we would have been like Gomorrah." 30 What then shall we say? That the Gentiles, who did not pursue righteousness, have obtained it, a righteousness that is by faith; 31 but Israel, who pursued a law of righteousness, has not attained it. 32 Why not? Because they pursued it not by faith but as if it were by works. They stumbled over the "stumbling stone." 33 As it is written: "See, I lay in Zion a stone that causes men to stumble and a rock that makes them fall, and the one who trusts in him will never be put to shame."
Introduction

· People often ask me what major to pursue if they are going into ministry. Personally, I was a psychology major, but if I had to do it all over again, I might study history. Through history, we see how God is working in the world.
· If we don’t understand the history of the Old Testament, the New Testament will simply be a bunch of stories. Understanding the Old Testament gives depth, and understanding the New Testament gives clarity to what Jesus is giving through his death and salvation. 

· Our understanding of history will make our God appear greater – not because He is growing, but because our perception of Him becomes greater. Studying books like Romans will help us obtain a bigger vision of God. 

I. The Summary of Romans
A. Romans is the “Gospel of God” – Outline of Romans
Romans 1:1 says, “Paul, a servant of Christ Jesus, called to be an apostle and set apart for the gospel of God.” Many times, we associate the word gospel with Jesus Christ. It’s the gospel of God the Father. From that perspective, this whole book is different. It’s what God is doing through the whole book.
1. 1-4 Justification of God the Father through Jesus Christ

a) God justifies sinful people through Jesus Christ.

2. 5-8 Glorification of God the Father to the likeness of Jesus Christ

a) The ones who are justified and saved are born of the Spirit. The moment we are justified to become like Christ, the glorification process begins – God the Father making his people become more like Christ.
3. 9-11 The redemptive History of God – Jews and Gentiles

a) The Father is working to save His people through faith in Jesus Christ, both Jews and Gentiles.

4. 12-16 Display of God – body of Christ / living sacrifices

a) It is God’s for the church of Jesus Christ to display and exemplify His Son.
B. Romans 9 – The questions

1. Paul’s heartbreak for his people? [1-5]

a) Paul’s heart is breaking for his people – the Israelites. 

2. Is God faithful? [6]

a) God promised salvation for the “Israelites.” However at this moment Israelites are not saved. Therefore, is God faithful in keeping His Word?

3. Yes. However the Israelites that God is referring to are not biological, but spiritual. This includes both Jew and Gentile. 

4. Is God just? [14]

a) He selected the Israelites but some He elected to be saved while others He did not. However, all deserve to die because of sin. Therefore it is a matter of mercy, not justice. He saves His people – those who have faith in Jesus Christ. 

5. Is God good? [19]

a) If God selects a few, is God good? Because of Christ anyone can become a spiritual Israelite. Even Pharaoh and the Egyptians, if they trust in Jesus Christ, can be saved.
b) God is sovereignly working through His church so that anyone can put their faith in Jesus Christ. He is continuing to use us as we picture Jesus. 
II. The Inclusion of the Gentiles [25-26]
As he talks about the inclusion of Gentiles into the family of God, Paul uses the prophet Hosea.
A. Hosea – The context
Hosea 1:2-3 says, “2 When the LORD began to speak through Hosea, the LORD said to him, ‘Go, take to yourself an adulterous wife and children of unfaithfulness, because the land is guilty of the vilest adultery in departing from the LORD.’ 3 So he married Gomer daughter of Diblaim…”
1. Hosea married a prostitute who would constantly run away. All of the children that Hosea raised were born of different men. Yet God told Hosea to marry her. She was to be Hosea’s message to the Israelites.
2. Though Gomer repeatedly has children through other men, God tells Hosea to forgive her over and over again just as He forgives Israel over and over again when she prostitutes herself to other gods.
3. One of Hosea’s children is called Lo-Ruhamah. Lo means “no” or “not”. Ruhamah means “loved” or “pitied”. Lo-Ruhamah = “no love.” Another child is named “Lo-Ammi,” meaning “Not my people.” 
B. Romans – Two quotes

1. Hosea 2:23

a) Romans 9:25-26 says, “25 As he says in Hosea: ‘I will call them ‘my people’ who are not my people; and I will call her ‘my loved one’ who is not my loved one,’ 26 and, ‘It will happen that in the very place where it was said to them, ‘You are not my people,’ they will be called ‘sons of the living God.’’”

2. Hosea 1:10

a) Romans 9:26 says, “and, ‘It will happen that in the very place where it was said to them, ‘You are not my people,’ they will be called ‘sons of the living God.’’”

3. In the beginning of Romans, both Jews and Gentiles are labeled as sinful. Yet, they will both be called God’s people. Anyone who puts their faith in Jesus Christ is included in God’s family.

4. If you are not in Jesus Christ, ask Him to come into your life. If you are in Christ but you fail to be faithful, repent and just as He continuously showers His forgiveness onto the biological Israelites, He will continually shower His forgiveness onto His spiritual Israelites. 

III. The Inclusion of the Israelites [27-29]
A. Isaiah – The context
1. Isaiah 10:22-23

a) Romans 9:27-28 says, “27 Isaiah cries out concerning Israel: ‘Though the number of the Israelites be like the sand by the sea, only the remnant will be saved. 28 For the Lord will carry out his sentence on earth with speed and finality.’”

b) Even though there are many biological Israelites, only the remnants (a few) will be saved. This verse is alluding to Isaiah 10 where the Israelites who trusted in Assyria were ransacked and killed while those who trusted in God were saved.
2. Isaiah 1:9

a) Romans 9:29 says, “It is just as Isaiah said previously: ‘Unless the Lord Almighty had left us descendants, we would have become like Sodom, we would have been like Gomorrah.’”

b) God made sure that there were a few who remained faithful. Through these faithful few, He made descendants so that His people would not die out like Sodom and Gomorrah. 

B. Romans – The two quotes

1. Paul uses the word, descendants, intentionally. The Greek word for descendants is sperma from which we derive, sperm. Through the seed, a descendant comes.

2. In the Old Testament, descendants refer to biological descendants but in the New Testament, descendants refer to spiritual descendants.

3. Then what is our seed? It’s the Word of God. We receive His Word into our hearts and produce spiritual babies as we spread His gospel. 

C. The Summary Result of the Jews and the Gentiles [30-33]
Romans 9:30 and Romans 10 talk about faith and human responsibility. Some think, “I need to have trust and I need to obey and I need to do it.” Wrong response. Others think, “I need to have faith and God will do everything.” Wrong response. The correct response is, “I will put my faith in Jesus who is sovereignly working out His plan and I must trust and put my faith in Him.” 
D. The Gentiles
1. Romans 9:30 says, “What then shall we say? That the Gentiles, who did not pursue righteousness, have obtained it, a righteousness that is by faith;”

2. The word righteousness is very important. In this section, the word righteousness is used six times. The word faith is used twelve times. 
3. We receive God’s forgiveness through Jesus Christ with faith. And through this faith, we become righteous people in God’s sight. 
E. The Jews
1. Romans 9:31 says, “but Israel, who pursued a law of righteousness, has not attained it.”

2. The Jews went through all the actions of being righteous, but in their hearts, they never received Jesus – they never had a personal relationship with God. 
F. The Reason

1. Romans 9:32-33 says, “32 Why not? Because they pursued it not by faith but as if it were by works. They stumbled over the “stumbling stone.’ 33 As it is written: ‘See, I lay in Zion a stone that causes men to stumble and a rock that makes them fall, and the one who trusts in him will never be put to shame.’”

a) Isaiah 8:14 – a stone

(1) The Israelites had the law which pointed towards Jesus. But though they followed the law, when they actually saw Jesus, the rock, they stumbled over Him. 

b) Isaiah 28:16 – a Rock

(1) By standing on the rock and trusting in it, your heart opens and through faith, you receive the Word of God.

(2) Every time you read the Word of God, the seed of God comes in and you grow spiritually. 
(3) If we have Jesus, there’s eternal life.

Conclusion

· Dr. Barnhouse, a great commentator, told this story about the time he drove with his children to his wife’s funeral. As he was driving, a big truck passed by. He asked his children, “Would you rather be hit by a truck or by the shadow of a truck? Your mother has only been hit by a shadow of a truck. When you die physically, you are only hit by the shadow of a truck. You will never be hit by the truck because Jesus Christ died on our behalf.” 
· I do a lot of wedding officiating and I have come to realize how important the wedding day is to the bride. They dream about this day all their lives. The wedding ceremony is important, the dress is important, the food is important. However, I would say that the ring is the most important. The ring represents the commitment between two people in love, which is the essence of a wedding. Jesus is God’s commitment to us – the symbol of his everlasting love.
· C.S. Lewis in the Screwtape Letters wrote - “What glorifies our enemy the most is that when it seems like there is no reason to believe that they are loved, yet people believe that they are still loved by God.” So many times, we ask, Is He faithful? Is He just? We doubt about His presence and love. But what glorifies God the most is believing that He will be faithful to you, knowing that He will be loyal to you, and trusting that you are loved and will be loved forevermore. 
