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I. We Need to Know Who We Are
1 Corinthians 15:10  But by the grace of God I am what I am, and his grace to me was not without effect. No, I worked harder than all of them — yet not I, but the grace of God that was with me. 

A. Illustration of ethnicity – Third Culture Kid (TCK)
B. Ethnic TCK – Paul 
1. Jew

2. Roman citizen
C. Spiritual TCK
1 Corinthians 15:10  But by the grace of God I am what I am, and his grace to me was not without effect. No, I worked harder than all of them — yet not I, but the grace of God that was with me. 

Romans 7:15  I do not understand what I do. For what I want to do [spiritual] I do not do [spiritual], but what I hate I do [sin].

D. Application: Who are we in essence?

1. We are spiritual TCKs

2. Who we are before God

3. Who we are before men
II. We Need to Love Our Own People
A. Paul’s love for the Jews
1 Corinthians 15:10  But by the grace of God I am what I am, and his grace to me was not without effect. No, I worked harder than all of them — yet not I, but the grace of God that was with me.

Romans 9:3  For I could wish that I myself were cursed and cut off from Christ for the sake of my brothers, those of my own race,

B. Primary identity and secondary identity
C. Application
1. Wrong application
a.       Ethnocentrism

b. Racism
2. Right application
3. Proof

III. We Need to Love All People
A. Paul’s love for the gentiles
1 Corinthians 15:10  

Acts 9:15  But the Lord said to Ananias, “Go! This man is my chosen instrument to carry my name before the Gentiles and their kings and before the people of Israel.”
Romans 15:15-16  15I have written you quite boldly on some points, as if to remind you of them again, because of the grace God gave me 16to be a minister of Christ Jesus to the Gentiles with the priestly duty of proclaiming the gospel of God, so that the Gentiles might become an offering acceptable to God, sanctified by the Holy Spirit.
B. Paul’s love – How do you love?
Romans 9:3  

Luke 9:23  Then he said to them all: “If anyone would come after me, he must deny himself and take up his cross daily and follow me. 

C. Paul’s reason for diverse love
Romans 12:4-5  4Just as each of us has one body with many members, and these members do not all have the same function, 5so in Christ we who are many form one body, and each member belongs to all the others.

D. Application
1. Ethnically
2. Spiritually

IV. We Need to Serve God Wholeheartedly 
A. Paul’s work
1 Corinthians 15:10  
B. Paul’s strength
1 Corinthians 15:10
1 Corinthians 1:3  Grace and peace to you from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ.

1 Corinthians 16:23  The grace of the Lord Jesus be with you.

1 Thessalonians 1:1  Paul, Silas and Timothy, To the church of the Thessalonians in God the   Father and the Lord Jesus Christ: Grace and peace to you.

1 Thessalonians 5:28  The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you.

2 Thessalonians 1:2  Grace and peace to you from God the Father and the Lord Jesus Christ.

2 Thessalonians 3:18  The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you all.

Philippians 1:2  Grace and peace to you from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ.

Philippians 4:23  The grace of the Lord Jesus Christ be with your spirit. Amen.

Romans 1:7  To all in Rome who are loved by God and called to be saints: Grace and peace to you from God our Father and from the Lord Jesus Christ.

Romans 16:20  The God of peace will soon crush Satan under your feet. The grace of our Lord Jesus be with you.

