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14 What then shall we say? Is God unjust? Not at all! 15 For he says to Moses, "I will have mercy on whom I have mercy, and I will have compassion on whom I have compassion." 16 It does not, therefore, depend on man's desire or effort, but on God's mercy. 17 For the Scripture says to Pharaoh: "I raised you up for this very purpose, that I might display my power in you and that my name might be proclaimed in all the earth." 18 Therefore God has mercy on whom he wants to have mercy, and he hardens whom he wants to harden. 19 One of you will say to me: "Then why does God still blame us? For who resists his will?" 20 But who are you, O man, to talk back to God? "Shall what is formed say to him who formed it, 'Why did you make me like this?' "21 Does not the potter have the right to make out of the same lump of clay some pottery for noble purposes and some for common use? 22 What if God, choosing to show his wrath and make his power known, bore with great patience the objects of his wrath—prepared for destruction? 23 What if he did this to make the riches of his glory known to the objects of his mercy, whom he prepared in advance for glory— 24 even us, whom he also called, not only from the Jews but also from the Gentiles?

Introduction

· I saw the movie 500 Days of Summer with my daughter. The movie raises the question: when you choose your spouse, is it by fate or coincidence? It’s a question of predestination or free will. What a great way to have Valentine’s Day with retreat.
· This message will touch on these issues: the justice and goodness of God, freedom of man, predestination and free will. It will be practical in our lives and will help you choose your spouse. We need to understand the deeper doctrine of the Scripture.
· A.W. Tozer wrote, “The Church has surrendered her once lofty concept of God and has substituted for it one so low, so ignoble, as to be utterly unworthy of thinking, worshiping men. This she has done not deliberately, but little by little and without her knowledge; and her very unawareness only makes her situation all the more tragic.” According to A.W. Tozer, we stop thinking about the greatness of God because we want everything to be simple. So we become shallow in our thinking and worship men rather than God.  We must understand the deeper doctrine of God.
I. The Question of the Justice of God – Sovereignty of God in Israel’s History

A. The question [13-14]
Romans 9:13-14 says, “13 Just as it is written: ‘Jacob I loved, but Esau I hated.’ 14 What then shall we say? Is God unjust? Not at all!”
1. Someone is asking if God is just. It comes from the context of verse 13. It seems like in the history of Israel, God chose Jacob, but did not choose Esau. That selection or favoritism shows unfairness. So is God just? He will answer this through verse 15 and on.

2. In order for us to understand how the Old Testament uses choice in the election of Israel, we must understand that when God chooses Israel, it’s supposed to be a physical illustration of a spiritual truth. Choosing the biological Israelites is an illustration of a spiritual election of his people in Christ. 

3. In the Bible, when Jesus heals a blind man, it illustrates what He does spiritually. However, physical healing doesn’t mean anything if people don’t have faith in God.
4. What God does in the Old Testament through the biological Israelites shows He is faithful in His promises to the spiritual Israelites, including Jews and Gentiles. Being a physical Israelite doesn’t mean you’re saved spiritually rather you have to put your faith in Jesus. 

B. He has mercy on whomever he wills [15-16]
Romans 9:15-16 says, “15 For he says to Moses, ‘I will have mercy on whom I have mercy, and I will have compassion on whom I have compassion.’ 16 It does not, therefore, depend on man’s desire or effort, but on God’s mercy.”
1. Here, Paul writes I will have mercy on whom I have mercy. Paul uses Moses to make a point by quoting from Exodus 33:19. Moses prays to the Lord on Mt. Sinai asking to see God’s glory and God says to Moses, I will have mercy on whom I have mercy, and I will have compassion on whom I have compassion. Then Moses comes down to find the Israelites worshiping a golden calf. 

2. God has mercy on the Israelites who deserve wrath. We all deserve wrath, but God shows mercy to those who put their faith in Christ. While some focus on the matter of justice, Paul focuses on God’s mercy. God is not only just, but God is merciful to those who humble themselves before the Lord.

C. He hardens whomever he wills [17-18]
Romans 9:17-18 says, “17 For the Scripture says to Pharaoh: ‘I raised you up for this very purpose, that I might display my power in you and that my name might be proclaimed in all the earth.’ 18 Therefore God has mercy on whom he wants to have mercy, and he hardens whom he wants to harden.”
1. God hardens whom he wants to harden. Did Pharaoh have a choice in this situation? We’ll answer this in part III. Other verses say that Pharaoh hardened his own heart. God uses the choice that Pharaoh would have made anyway.
2. The purpose of using Pharaoh’s heart in verse 17 is that God might display His power in you.  As God saves the Israelites and judges the Egyptians, so that His character and name might be shown, this becomes a visible illustration of the gospel. People are to see the God’s great saving and judging power so that they’ll have faith in God to become spiritual Israelites.
3. Paul says that all should have died, but God chose some physical Israelites to show who He is. Whether you’re an Israelite or a Gentile, you can see the gospel story through the history of Israel. This way, anyone can come to faith in Jesus Christ. God’s sovereignty throughout Israel’s history shows what He is like, that He is merciful.  It emphasizes His mercy rather than His justice. 

4. Verse 17 hints at the spiritual implication that will be explained later.
II. The Question of the Goodness of God – Sovereignty of God in Redemptive History

A. The question [19]
Romans 9:19 says, “One of you will say to me: ‘Then why does God still blame us? For who resists his will?’”
1. When it says Why does God still blame us? It’s not questioning man’s responsibility but rather talking about God’s character and goodness.  This entire chapter is talking about God and His character. Romans 10 will talk about the responsibility of man. This question is not asking are we responsible, but rather asking if God is sovereign and good. Paul explains this later by saying God is sovereign and good.
B. Sovereignty [20-21]
Romans 9:20-21 says, “20 But who are you, O man, to talk back to God? ‘Shall what is formed say to him who formed it, ‘Why did you make me like this?’’ 21 Does not the potter have the right to make out of the same lump of clay some pottery for noble purposes and some for common use?” 
1. We are the pottery

a) This is a quote from the Septuagint. This illustration shows God’s sovereignty. Isaiah 29 and Isaiah 45 talk about pottery. God is the maker and we are the pottery. He can use us as he wishes for His purpose.

b) Verse 21 talks about us being pottery. God uses some people to show mercy and some to show justice. God shows mercy to those that follow in faith and justice when people rebel so that they will fear and come back to the Lord.
C. Goodness [22-23]
This verse explains God’s sovereignty. In verse 23-24, God uses His sovereignty for a good purpose, to show to all nations in the world what God is like and how He exercises His sovereignty. He uses the history of Israel to present the gospel to all nations.
1. Great patience
Romans 9:22 says, “What if God, choosing to show his wrath and make his power known, bore with great patience the objects of his wrath — prepared for destruction?”

a) Even when He shows wrath, He has patience towards the people. Whether He shows mercy or justice, He is good. The question we always ask is why is this happening? But the question we should ask is, “Why doesn’t God destroy us right now?”

b) Even though the people face hardships in the Old Testament, God withholds His wrath so they can repent. Even when God shows His wrath He is patient and good toward His people. 

2. Great glory
Romans 9:23 says, “What if he did this to make the riches of his glory known to the objects of his mercy, whom he prepared in advance for [Our] glory —”

a) Verse 22 talks about someone who is prepared for destruction. Verse 23 talks about someone who is prepared for glory. We think that God prepared someone for destruction, but you have to understand that in verse 22, the word prepared is passive. The word prepared in verse 23 is active.
b) The difference is  that God does not actively destroy those who reject Him but leaves them to their own sins and destruction.
c) In verse 23, when He prepares them for glory, God is actively working in them through Jesus Christ so that they’ll be led to glory. God is using all of His sovereignty in his great patience to lead them to glory.

d) Verse 23 uses the word glory twice. The riches of his glory is God’s glory. The second time the word glory is used, it refers to our glory. God is exercising His sovereignty even to the one that rejects Him  and will release a little bit of wrath at a time so that they’ll repent and come back to Him. However, God instills glory in those who are in Christ and makes them beautiful. 

D. To the world [24]

Romans 9:24 says, “…even us, whom he also called, not only from the Jews but also from the Gentiles?”
1. God is exercising His sovereignty through the visible illustration of Israel. He shows the gospel, so that whether they’re Israelite or Gentiles, they can see the gospel in Jesus Christ and put their faith in Him. Whether they’re Ishmael, Isaac, Pharaoh, Esau, Moses, Jacob, the gospel is displayed. Anyone who is in Adam can come out of that by putting their faith in Jesus Christ. You can be in Christ.

2. God is saying in the history of redemption, everything is the gospel. Everything is the love letter from God to us in Jesus Christ. That’s what we ought to see through Israel’s history and human history in the Old Testament and New Testament.

III. The Question of God’s Sovereignty and Human Responsibility – Sovereignty of God in Our Lives
Is God sovereign? Does he elect? Does he predestine? Do we have human responsibility? Are we chosen? Do we choose? Is it fate? Is it a choice? Did she choose me? Or was I chosen?
A. God is sovereign

1. The Bible says that God is sovereign over everything, including man’s decision. God is always in control. Otherwise, why would you pray to Him?
B. We have choices

1. Even though God is sovereign, we have choices and those choices are real. You are responsible for your choices.

2. What’s the problem? We limit God’s sovereignty. If my choice is real, then God can’t be sovereign. But sovereignty means He has control over everything. Don’t limit God’s sovereignty outside of your choices. Still, God is sovereign.

C. God exercises His sovereignty in a way that does not violate the essence of our freedom to choose

1. Our choices are real in a way that we will be judged according to what we have done.

2. We cannot blame God’s sovereignty like someone in this passage is doing. We have no one to blame for our choices but ourselves. We can be heavily influenced but in the end it’s still our choice.
D. God’s sovereignty works out His redemptive history

1. Through all these things and evil intent, we fail and fall. Through His sovereignty, God is working out his redemptive history. When we put our faith in Jesus Christ, we are in His plan. He’s orchestrating everything and working for the good of those who love Him. We become more like Christ as God is working in our lives.

2. I will give three illustrations to digest this.

a) The first is Pharaoh. Pharaoh is evil in his heart and he won’t listen to Moses or God. He doesn’t let the Israelites go. He hardens his own heart. But according to the Bible, God hardens his heart. God uses all this hardening to save the Israelites and judge the Egyptians. By this, He shows the wrath and mercy of what He is doing on the cross through Jesus Christ. 

b) The second is Paul. Paul is the author of Romans. Like all the biblical authors, He was a scholar. When those authors wrote the Bible, people think God was talking to them and they wrote down what He said. However, the writers of the Bible wrote their own thoughts. Paul uses his own vocabulary. Paul is not receiving dictation from God when writing Romans. He’s seeing and feeling and experiencing his thoughts and choosing those words. He’s writing the Bible out of his own volition but the Holy Spirit is working in a way that Paul is writing these things without a mistake. This is an incredible illustration of God’s sovereignty.

c) The third is an illustration I made. I created this short story myself. It’s about an animal with a red umbrella. This animal never experienced rain but heard of rain. He heard that rain was bad and that you get wet and uncomfortable, so he made a red umbrella to protect himself from water when it rains. But the animal was a fish. Fish live in water. Water was not an evil, but necessary thing for his survival. After he realized he was a fish, he threw away his red umbrella and lived freely and happily in the ocean.

(1) We are like fish in the ocean of God’s sovereignty. Water is good and necessary for our survival and happiness. An umbrella is useless in the ocean. No matter how much you disagree with the sovereignty of God, holding onto your umbrella of rebellion, disagreement, questions, apathy or legalism, resisting God is useless. At the end of the life, you’re merely a fish in the ocean of God’s sovereignty.

(2) A simple application is to throw away your umbrella. Throw away your rebellion. Throw away your self-will, trying to live for yourself. Live freely and happily in the vast and necessary and beautiful ocean of God’s sovereign love in Jesus Christ.

Conclusion

· Paul says God is merciful, but God also shows his wrath through the Israelites. There are tremendous spiritual implications for us in our lives. If you’re not in Jesus Christ, if you’re still in Adam, holding onto your Adamic umbrella, you are resisting God’s will. Whether you like it or not, He will use you to show His holiness. Through His sovereignty, He’s working out our redemptive history. I hope you’re not being used to show His wrath. For those of you who are in Jesus Christ, you are free in Jesus Christ in the ocean of God’s sovereign love. You are becoming more like Christ and are free in the ocean of God’s sovereign love.

· The sunlight melts the ice but hardens the clay. What are you today? As the sunlight and love of God and sunlight of the gospel of God is shining upon you, are you like the ice or the clay? Some people harden their heart like clay. With God’s light beaming on you my sincere prayer is for your heart to melt like ice. Surrender yourself in the ocean of God’s sovereign love. Ask Jesus Christ to come into your heart and be free. Respond in repentance and in the giving of yourself to the Lord, and He will come. Your life will never be the same.
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