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John 13:1 It was just before the Passover Feast. Jesus knew that the time had come for him to leave this world and go to the Father. Having loved his own who were in the world, he now showed them the full extent of his love. 2 The evening meal was being served, and the devil had already prompted Judas Iscariot, son of Simon, to betray Jesus. 3 Jesus knew that the Father had put all things under his power, and that he had come from God and was returning to God; 4 so he got up from the meal, took off his outer clothing, and wrapped a towel around his waist. 5 After that, he poured water into a basin and began to wash his disciples' feet, drying them with the towel that was wrapped around him. 6 He came to Simon Peter, who said to him, "Lord, are you going to wash my feet?" 7 Jesus replied, "You do not realize now what I am doing, but later you will understand." 8 "No," said Peter, "you shall never wash my feet." Jesus answered, "Unless I wash you, you have no part with me." 9 "Then, Lord," Simon Peter replied, "not just my feet but my hands and my head as well!" 10 Jesus answered, "A person who has had a bath needs only to wash his feet; his whole body is clean. And you are clean, though not every one of you." 11 For he knew who was going to betray him, and that was why he said not every one was clean. 12 When he had finished washing their feet, he put on his clothes and returned to his place. "Do you understand what I have done for you?" he asked them. 13 "You call me 'Teacher' and 'Lord,' and rightly so, for that is what I am. 14 Now that I, your Lord and Teacher, have washed your feet, you also should wash one another's feet. 15 I have set you an example that you should do as I have done for you. 16 I tell you the truth, no servant is greater than his master, nor is a messenger greater than the one who sent him. 17 Now that you know these things, you will be blessed if you do them.
John 13:34 "A new command I give you: Love one another. As I have loved you, so you must love one another. 35 By this all men will know that you are my disciples, if you love one another."
Introduction

· I pray that tonight, our hearts will be overwhelmed by the desire to serve the Lord and those around us, through anything and everything that we do in our lives. I pray that all of us will experience a transformation in our perspective and thoughts. That we are born to serve.

· The perspective of Scripture is that as Christians, we are born to serve one another. I pray that there would be a paradigm shift tonight. We’ll be having the inaugural Ministry Fair this evening, I pray that everyone will sign up for a Ministry and be faithful.
I. Call to Service
We compartmentalize Service. Your vocation, studying or working is not Service. Service is doing something out of the kindness of your heart. Because we compartmentalize Service, sometimes we don’t know how to prioritize our Service. How important is Service?
A. Jesus served us
John 13:14 says, “Now that I, your Lord and Teacher, have washed your feet, you also should wash one another’s feet.”
1. Jesus never washed my feet. When Jesus washed the feet of the disciples, He displayed His humility and willingness to sacrifice for us. Just as He washed the feet of the disciples, he’ll cleanse the sins of Men on the cross. He healed and provided food to thousand with just 5 loaves of bread and two fishes. I would consider them instances of shallow serving as it pales in comparison to his sacrifice on the Cross.

2. If one can be entrusted with the little things, he can be entrusted with the big things. All of us have been served by Jesus. Jesus served us with His blood, bathing us with His love. Jesus served us with His body, strengthening us with the bread of life, nourishing us so we’d have strength to live for Him.

3. He washes us with His blood, our sins are cleansed. As He washes us with His spirit, we are empowered to love and serve others.

B. Jesus calls us to serve
John 13:14-15 says, “14 Now that I, your Lord and Teacher, have washed your feet, you also should wash one another’s feet. 15 I have set you an example that you should do as I have done for you.”
1. When he serves us, he gives us spiritual serving. Jesus calls us to serve. Through the menial things we do in our lives, there’s a deeper spiritual implication as we serve other people. 

2. Being an example means that you have to follow in His footsteps. Because Jesus served us by His power we can serve others. Wash one another’s feet is our calling to serve.

C. Jesus calls us to serve Him by serving others
John 13:14 says, “Now that I, your Lord and Teacher, have washed your feet, you also should wash one another’s feet.”
1. How can we serve? Jesus calls us to serve Him by serving others. Jesus says, “Now that I, your Lord and Teacher, have washed your feet, you also should…” The logical conclusion is that you should wash the Lord’s feet. But Jesus says you also should wash one another’s feet. He’s telling you that to serve Jesus, you have to serve others.

2. Serve Jesus by of serving others. When we serve others, we usually have an ulterior motive that’s selfish. I serve you when I get what I want want. We are motivated to serve when we get something in return. Some people say, “I don’t want return from other people.” If you give a meal, you might not want money but you might want appreciation, which is your return.

3. Jesus calls us to serve others and when we serve others with our hearts, the motive is to serve Jesus; He receives His Service from us.

4. When you serve other people out of love for Jesus, He takes it personally. That’s why there are so many implications to this. In Acts 9 when Saul is going to Damascus to kill Christians and Jesus appears to him, Jesus says, “Saul, why do you persecute me?” What’s so weird about that sentence? Saul wasn’t persecuting Jesus, Saul was persecuting Christians, yet when he was persecuting Christians, Jesus asks, “Why do you persecute me?” Jesus takes it personally. When you persecute Christians, He takes it personally. The opposite is true. When you serve others, He takes it personally. So serve one another. 

5. You’re supposed to pay for a pastor’s meal when meeting up. There are moments those guys forget their wallets. “Oh, Pastor Min! I forgot my wallet.” So I pay for the meal grudgingly. I tell them, “It’s an investment” meaning when you become rich; you’d better buy me ten meals. When we do something, we consider it to be a business transaction or an investment, wanting something in return. There’s something about wanting something back that we don’t get what we want.

6. We have ulterior motives that are selfish. We need to have ulterior motives that are holy and pleasing to the Lord. When we serve others, we serve Jesus. That means it doesn’t matter what they do, we are still going to rejoice just the fact that we are serving. 

D. Jesus calls us to experience the joy of serving
John 13:17 says, “Now that you know these things, you will be blessed if you do them.”
1. It says if you serve, you will be blessed. There’s incredible joy of serving. I know it sounds masochistic. When I serve and when I’m appreciated, I feel pretty good. When you pay for me, I like it. But there’s strangely greater joy in serving. When you serve and don’t get the return or you get something worse in return, there’s sometimes when you understand that when you’re really serving Jesus, there’s a greater joy. Praise God! Just the fact that you are serving Jesus, you will be blessed. Even though we are serving Jesus, He serves us so that we can serve. It’s an incredible display of love. 

2. Therefore, this verse teaches us that we are called to serve. Serving isn’t a side thing we do, but because we are called to do. Our whole life is about serving. People think that serving is being under. Even if you are serving, you are a leader. It’s a perspective from the heart. Everything is Service to the Lord.

II. Power of Service
John 1-12 is mainly about the miracles that Jesus performed. John 13 onwards is about Jesus going to the cross. He explains John 13 and on. The whole chapter of John 13-21 is a love letter from Jesus Christ. He’s writing about His love for us and for the World. 
A. Service
John 13:1 says, “It was just before the Passover Feast.  Jesus knew that the time had come for him to leave this world and go to the Father. Having loved his own who were in the world, he now showed them the full extent of his love.”
1. v. 13 Deeds – illustration

a) Washing the feet of the disciples is a menial task for servants. In Jewish culture, they wore sandals and as soon as they arrived home, the servants would wash the feet of the guests. A Jewish servant wouldn’t do it because Gentiles might have touched the dirt, so the lowest Gentile would do it. As He’s washing the feet of the disciples, it shows how He will wash the dirty hearts of sinful people as He dies on the cross. Through His deeds, He’s illustrating.

2. vv. 14-17 Word – explanation

a) He teaches the disciples what He’ll do, what will happen and how they should act. He explains how things will unfold.

3. vv. 18-21 Essence-Gospel/death and resurrection

a) John 18-21 is about His death and resurrection. It’s the essence. He gave His life so we may live. Through the gospel, He’ll cleanse our hearts. It’s God-man, dying in our place. His whole life was a Service for humanity. He does this through a menial task of a servant.

b) What can the simple act of washing feet do? Remove the dirt off the feet of people? It pictures the cleansing of a sinful heart. What can making a simple cup of coffee do for my coworker? What can a simple invitation to sit together in the cafeteria to a kid who would never invite into their table? What can a simple act of opening a door or throwing a trash bag at home without being asked do? What this passage is saying is it can still picture the serving love of our Lord Jesus Christ. Jesus, through the simple menial task of a servant is picturing eternal love. Do you believe that can work? That’s what this passage is saying, through every menial task that we do; we can picture the love of Jesus Christ on the cross.
B. Power
There’s a requirement. We can do things, but there must be power. What is that power?
John 13:1 says, “It was just before the Passover Feast.  Jesus knew that the time had come for him to leave this world and go to the Father. Having loved his own who were in the world, he now showed them the full extent of his love.”
1. You need to have the love of Jesus in your heart. Because of His love, His heart was full of His love, when He washed the feet of the disciples; it pictured His washing of their sins. What gives us power? Our hearts have to be full of His love. Then the power of Jesus can be manifested.
2. A heart of love plus the hands of Service equals the power of Jesus. I hope you never forget that. It’s so simple. Wherever you are, whatever you do for others, the ulterior motive as you serve them is to picture the love of Christ. Then there’s power of Jesus going forth through your hands. If I say the power of Jesus but I don’t have the love of Jesus in my heart, there’s no power. But if my heart is filled with the love of Jesus, then there’s the power of Jesus. Do you feel the power of Jesus? But if my heart was filled with the love of Jesus, as I say these things, this power that will go into your heart. When your heart is filled with His love, your hand will showcase the serving hands of Jesus. The only one requirement through whatever you do, you have to be full of His love. What kind of love is this? It’s a love of a different kind. It’s not a “feel bad so I’ll do it for him” kind of love. It’s a love of a different kind. It’s a love that has to come from him so that it can go through you to others. It comes from the Holy Spirit and it comes from the birth of the Spirit. It has to be the love of Jesus. A supernatural love, a love of a different kind. Even a mother’s love, has strings attached. But this love of Jesus Christ is a love of a different kind. It loves because it is love. That’s what we receive when we have Jesus Christ in our hearts.
III. Test of Service
John 13:2-3 says, “2 The evening meal was being served, and the devil had already prompted Judas Iscariot, son of Simon, to betray Jesus. 3 Jesus knew that the Father had put all things under his power, and that he had come from God and was returning to God;”
A. Can we serve people that we do not want to serve? [2]
1. Judas is an enemy of Jesus. For three and a half years, he spends time with Him and he loves Him. A simple lesson we can learn is that even though he’s an enemy, Jesus still washes Judas’ feet. The question is, can we serve people that hurt us? Usually we don’t want to serve because they won’t give us anything back. It’s like a bad investment as you calculate what you want. It might be money or appreciation that you’re after. If that person doesn’t do anything, you’re not going to be motivated to serve. 

2. Favoritism exists because someone prefers you over another individual. 

B. Can we serve when we do not have to? [3]

1. Every world leader in the world had the power to dominate and wanted to be served. Jesus is different. It’s contradictory when it says that Jesus puts all things under his power. With that power, he goes under and he serves. It’s so simple to us but when you put him next to any world class leader. 

2. Even though he doesn’t have to, He’s serving us. As He’s serving and washing the feet of the disciples, it’s the picture of the greatest act in history. This is the act reserved for lowest caste in Jewish culture.

3. Richard Foster writes in Celebration of Discipline, distinguishing self righteous Service from true Service, “Self-righteous Service comes through human effort. True Service comes from a relationship with the divine Other deep inside. Self-righteous Service is impressed with the "big deal." True Service finds it almost impossible to distinguish the small from the large Service. Self-righteous Service requires external rewards. True Service rests contented without recognition. Self-righteous Service is highly concerned about results. True Service is free of the need to calculate results. Self-righteous Service picks and chooses whom to serve. True Service is indiscriminate in its Ministry. Self-righteous Service is affected by moods and whims. True Service ministers simply and faithfully because there is a need. Self-righteous Service is temporary. True Service is a life-style. Self-righteous Service is without sensitivity. It insists on meeting the need even when to do so would be destructive. True Service can withhold the Service as freely as perform it. Self-righteous Service fractures community. True Service, on the other hand, builds community.”

4. Do you serve to build community? Do you serve to show the love of Jesus Christ? We need to be servants and always serve. We have to always check our hearts.

5. John 13:4-5 says, “4 So he got up from the meal, took off his outer clothing, and wrapped a towel around his waist. 5 After that, he poured water into a basin and began to wash his disciples’ feet, drying them with the towel that was wrapped around him.”

IV. Perseverance in Service

A. Many times we think, “What if my Service is ineffective?” What if what I do doesn’t seem to have any effect? It could be serving in your job, your Bible study, serve your non-Christian parents. It may seem ineffective. I love this phrase, 
B. John 13:6-9 says, “6 He came to Simon Peter, who said to him, ‘Lord, are you going to wash my feet?’ 7 Jesus replied, ‘You do not realize now what I am doing, but later you will understand.’ 8 ‘No,’ said Peter, ‘you shall never wash my feet.’ Jesus answered, ‘Unless I wash you, you have no part with me.’ 9 ‘Then, Lord,’ Simon Peter replied, ‘not just my feet but my hands and my head as well!’”

C. Jesus is pouring his love and soul for his disciples. Peter, then asks, if Jesus will wash his feet. Then he attempts to rebuke Jesus.  Peter has no idea what Jesus is doing. Many times, that’s what happens in our lives. When we love, many won’t understand. People will misunderstand your motive. Peter is doing two things. First, he rebukes. Second, he misunderstands the motive of Jesus. People get bitter at your Service or may misunderstand the motive of your Service. No matter how genuine when you serve, it will happen. If they don’t see the motive in you right then, Jesus says that they will understand later. We are so impatient due to the ineffectiveness of our Service affecting other people.

D. Understand that God uses you, but you’re not the only person that God uses in a person’s life. Let’s say our goal is to change a person. Jesus may show his bloody love for His people in this person’s life. What you’re doing or serving is not the only Service He’s utilizing. In that person, there is you, Sunday school teacher, coworkers, and through this whole process, He will use His servants to serve this person so that person can experience the loving Service of Jesus. It’s never a sprint, but a marathon. You do your part. God is using you at that moment supernaturally whether they see you or not, later, they will understand. Isn’t that encouraging? If you have genuinely served someone, every time we serve, they may be in tears. But it’s not going to happen like that. Keep on serving. Service is like water when you take a shower. To take a shower, it takes a lot of water so that person can be clean. Service is like that. If you want to serve, shower them or lavish them with Service. Then some portion of it will be used to make them clean. Every time you feel ineffective in your Service.
V. Training in Service
John 13:34-35 says, “34 ‘A new command I give you: Love one another. As I have loved you, so you must love one another. 35 By this all men will know that you are my disciples, if you love one another.’”
How can you serve better? How can you be trained to serve better? I preached this many times but I saw it in a different way this time.
A. We need to learn to serve in the church

1. John 13:34 says, “A new command I give you: Love one another. As I have loved you, so you must love one another.”

2. Who is Jesus talking to? He’s talking to the people that are in Christ at this moment. The new command is to love one another. He’s talking to the Disciples of Christ.

3. It doesn’t say love them then they will know. But it says amongst the believers, love one another.  Is it so that they can see the interaction between Christians and see Christ? Yes, but I believe it’s more. We must at least love one another, but I think it’s a lot more than that because many times people don’t see the interactions between Christians in the world. What does it mean? I believe it means that in the body of Christ as we love one another, it trains us, it strengthens us, and we become lovers so that as we go out because the church of Jesus Christ is a training ground for lovers and as we’re trained in the body of Christ, we become lovers. When we go out, whatever we do, whether at home, workplaces, or in the world, or in the community, the love of Jesus Christ can go out through you because we need to be trained in the body of Christ to be lovers for the glory of God.

4. It doesn’t just say love one another, but it’s as I have loved you. It means you need to be like Jesus. That training takes place in the body of Christ. When that happens, you go anywhere and you do anything and you’re serving others and there’s power.

5. Matthew 28:18-20 says, “18 Then Jesus came to them and said, ‘All authority in heaven and on earth has been given to me. 19 Therefore go and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, 20 and teaching them to obey everything I have commanded you. And surely I am with you always, to the very end of the age.’”

6. Where does teaching them to obey everything I have commanded you take place? In the body of Christ. Why is it important to serve in the church? When you serve outside of the church, no one will correct you or train you. You have to have biblical understanding of your heart and you have to understand yourself biblically and that wont’ happen when you’re outside by yourself. The training takes place in the body of Christ. That teaching takes place in the word of God. The word of God takes place in the body of Christ. It’s not only the birth place for Christians, but growth place.
B. We need to become servants

1. John 13:34 says, “A new command I give you: Love one another. As I have loved you, so you must love one another.”

2. It’ll reveal your sinful heart and you can repent of your sins and then you can be filled with the love of Christ. That kind of rebuke will not happen outside of the body. 

3. Matthew 28:20 says, “And teaching them to obey everything I have commanded you. And surely I am with you always, to the very end of the age.”

4. Teaching them to obey takes place in the body so that as Christ as loved you, that you can become like Jesus. As you see conflicts between one another, but they’re no longer problems but opportunities to grow. So we need to become servants.

C. They will see Jesus through us

1. John 13:35 says, “By this all men will know that you are my disciples, if you love one another.”

2. Matthew 28:19 says, “Therefore go and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit,”

3. Through our daily lives, everything we do is Service. Everything we do at work is Service. Even in your leisure time, it ought to be Service to the Lord and to others. But the body of Christ ought to be the training ground to grow to become like Jesus. So that whatever we do and wherever we go, we’ll be serving Jesus by serving others through everything we do.

Conclusion

· In the last 20 years, one of the strengths of our church has been our small groups. People are being trained relationally and in Ministry. We have a Ministry system that does a lot of work. I believe we need to develop the Ministry system in our church because through the Ministry that we do, we can be trained and we can train one another and to the world. I believe one of the best way to train people for jobs in the world is teaching about faithfulness, doing things on time, finishing projects, doing small things in Service. I believe many people can be trained to serve.

· Then what happens? Ministries gather together to pray, encourage one another to have the right heart. Then there will be power. There are all kinds of different ministries that we have. I believe ministries are a training ground. It’ll probably take a couple of years to develop this system. Through small groups, we can train relationship building, Service, prayer, the Word, etc. I believe there are so many ways to serve in the world and we can become servants through the task of Ministry training in our church. We want to develop more ministries to integrate our congregation. We have quite a number of ministries and we’ll be having the inaugural Ministry Fair this evening. I pray that many people will serve in some way. If you have spare time, sign up for a Ministry and be faithful.

· Life is about serving Jesus. Life is about serving Jesus vertically. He’s the object of our Service. Life is about serving Jesus horizontally, too. Jesus is also our idol, for lack of a better word, for serving others. As we serve with our hearts and hands, Jesus goes through your hands from your heart, He explodes from your heart through your hands and others will receive Jesus through you. Life is about serving Jesus vertically. He’s the object of our Service. Horizontally, He’s what we are serving to others. Life is about serving Jesus.

· This simple illustration blessed me. Craig Brian Larson wrote in Pastoral Grit: the Strength to Stand and to Stay, “In 1972, NASA launched the exploratory space probe Pioneer 10. According to Leon Jaroff in Time, the satellite's primary mission was to reach Jupiter, photograph the planet and its moons, and beam data to earth about Jupiter's magnetic field, radiation belts, and atmosphere. Scientists regarded this as a bold plan, for at that time no earth satellite had ever gone beyond Mars, and they feared the asteroid belt would destroy the satellite before it could reach its target. But Pioneer 10 accomplished its mission and much, much more. Swinging past the giant planet in November 1973, Jupiter's immense gravity hurled Pioneer 10 at a higher rate of speed toward the edge of the solar system. At one billion miles from the sun, Pioneer 10 passed Saturn. At some two billion miles, it hurtled past Uranus; Neptune at nearly three billion miles; Pluto at almost four billion miles. By 1997, twenty-five years after its launch, Pioneer 10 was more than six billion miles from the sun. And despite that immense distance, Pioneer 10 continued to beam back radio signals to scientists on Earth. "Perhaps most remarkable," writes Jaroff, "those signals emanate from an 8-watt transmitter, which radiates about as much power as a bedroom night light, and takes more than nine hours to reach Earth.'" The Little Satellite That Could was not qualified to do what it did. Engineers designed Pioneer 10 with a useful life of just three years. But it kept going and going. By simple longevity, its tiny 8-watt transmitter radio accomplished more than anyone thought possible.”

· So it is when we offer ourselves to serve the Lord. God can work with 8-watt abilities. God cannot work, however, through someone who quits.

· In August, it’ll be CFC’s 20th anniversary. I’ve been thinking about how difficult it is to be faithful. I’ve been thinking about the 8-Watt satellite. “Lord, help me to be faithful.” I realize it is so difficult to be faithful. I wonder why it’s so difficult to be faithful. It’s because I don’t like it when people criticize me. I don’t like to be poor. I don’t like to drive a car that accelerates slightly faster than a bicycle. I don’t like being unappreciated. I’m not getting what I want. People are not loyal. Two simple conclusions I came to. First, because I’m sinful. Second, because people are sinful. I’m not getting what I want and they don’t give me what I want when I don’t give them what they want. When I thought about the two conclusions, I thought about Isaiah 6, “When he saw God, I’m a man of unclean lips and I live among a people of unclean lips.” It’s so hard to be faithful because he’s sinful and people are sinful. But Isaiah, after he said that, was faithful for the next 60 years without any fruit in his Ministry. Why? Because he simply saw God who cleanses him. He repented, and received his forgiveness, returned to his work, and kept being faithful for 60 years and repeating that process. It’s just like that little satellite. Life is about Service. Let us Service Him until the end. If you do it, you will be blessed. That’s my prayer. I want to be faithful until the end. I hope that’s your prayer.

· I pray for you daily and often, I cry praying for you, in tears. I worry. Because if you care for someone because if you love them so much, you think the worst. When your kid falls down as a parent, fear for their lives. All I want is that you be faithful, whether you’re here or in different parts of the world, that you serve God. That’s all I want. God knows my heart. I’ll tell you, “It’s so hard to be faithful,” because we’re sinful. Fix your eyes on Jesus, the author and the “Perfecter” of our faith. Let Him serve you so that you can serve others. That’s what life is about. Let’s transform our paradigm, perspective. Everything is about Service. When the difficulties come, go to Jesus and let Him serve you. Let Him wash your feet. Let Him wash your heart. Then go back with a clean and loving heart. He says, “As I have done, go and do likewise.” If you do, you will be blessed. Don’t worry about getting tired, His strength never runs out. So many times I was unfaithful, but I’m not going to let that little dinky satellite beat me. He did it for 25 years; I’m going to keep going. I only have 5 more years. I will keep on going. I will do what I can. I hope you do, too. Jesus is going to use you. Jesus is using you and He will continue to do that.

