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6 It is not as though God's word had failed. For not all who are descended from Israel are Israel. 7 Nor because they are his descendants are they all Abraham's children. On the contrary, "It is through Isaac that your offspring will be reckoned." 8 In other words, it is not the natural children who are God's children, but it is the children of the promise who are regarded as Abraham's offspring. 9 For this was how the promise was stated: "At the appointed time I will return, and Sarah will have a son." 10 Not only that, but Rebekah's children had one and the same father, our father Isaac. 11 Yet, before the twins were born or had done anything good or bad—in order that God's purpose in election might stand: 12 not by works but by him who calls—she was told, "The older will serve the younger." 13 Just as it is written: "Jacob I loved, but Esau I hated."
Introduction

· If I were to ask you to write a 10-50 page paper about Jesus using your knowledge about the Old and New Testament, how much would you really be able to write about? We often have an imaginary view (who we think He is) of Jesus. Our knowledge of Jesus must be based off the Bible. If we do not understand the Old Testament, our knowledge of Jesus will be shallow. The Bible says that even the Old Testament is about Jesus.
· How long would your paper be? Would you really be able to write a substantial paper? We really have to understand Jesus. In this passage, we see Jesus through the patriachs (e.g. Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob).

· Romans 9:4-5 says, “4 the people of Israel. Theirs is the adoption as sons; theirs the divine glory, the covenants, the receiving of the law, the temple worship and the promises. 5 Theirs are the patriarchs, and from them is traced the human ancestry of Christ, who is God over all, forever praised! Amen.”

I. Through Abraham
Romans 9:6-7 says, “6 It is not as though God’s word had failed. For not all who are descended from Israel are Israel. 7 Nor because they are his descendants are they all Abraham’s children. On the contrary, ‘It is through Isaac that your offspring will be reckoned.’”
A. The issue – Faithfulness of God [6a]
1. Romans 9:6a says, “It is not as though the word of God has failed.”

2. Throughout the Old Testament, the Bible lays claim that the Israelites would be saved and that many would come to know Christ. However, at the time, many Jews didn’t believe in Jesus. In fact, more Gentiles believed in Jesus than Jews, which led the Jews to question: Is God faithful? Has God’s Word failed? Paul defends the Word of God and God’s promises through this phrase, “It’s not as though God’s Word had failed.” 
3. Verse 14 further claims that not one of God’s promises has failed. If many Jews did not come to know the Lord, the Word of God would be at stake.

B. The answer – Not biological Israelite but spiritual Israelite [6b-7]
1. Romans 9:6-7 (NIV) says, “6 It is not as though God’s word had failed. For not all who are descended from Israel are Israel. 7 Nor because they are his descendants are they all Abraham’s children. On the contrary, ‘It is through Isaac that your offspring will be reckoned.’”
2. Through verses 6-7, we see that when God is talking about the Israelites, He is not merely referring to the biological Israelites, but also the spiritual Israelites.
3. Romans 9:6-7 (Message) says, “6 Don’t suppose for a moment, though, that God’s Word has malfunctioned in some way or other. The problem goes back a long way. From the outset, not all Israelites of the flesh were Israelites of the spirit. 7 It wasn’t Abraham’s sperm that gave identity here, but God’s promise.”
4. It is the people who have faith in Jesus that become true Israelites. In their hearts, they are born again to trust in Jesus. 
a) The blessing is Jesus

(1) Jesus is the fulfillment of all God’s promises. 
(2) 2 Corinthians 1:20 says, “For no matter how many promises God has made, they are ‘Yes’ in Christ. And so through him the ‘Amen’ is spoken by us to the glory of God.”

(3) Paul, here, writes that all the Old Testament promises which point forward to Israel being saved are fulfilled in Jesus Christ.
b) Through faith in Jesus not through natural ancestry

(1) It’s not through natural ancestry, but through spiritual ancestry that we are saved. 

(2) Israel as a nation in the Old Testament was merely a picture of the spiritual Israelites to come in the New Testament. 
(3) True Israelites, or truly blessed ones, are the ones who have faith in Jesus. In the Old Testament, belief in the promise of Jesus’s coming is what made a person a spiritual Israelite. 
(4) When the Bible talks about Israelites in the New Testament, it is referring to the Spiritual Israelites, both Jew and Gentile. 

(5) Romans 9:4-5 says, “4 the people of Israel. Theirs is the adoption as sons; theirs the divine glory, the covenants, the receiving of the law, the temple worship and the promises. 5 Theirs are the patriarchs, and from them is traced the human ancestry of Christ, who is God over all, forever praised! Amen.”
(6) Paul is saying that the Israelites receive all these things. They would not receive any of this if they didn’t have faith in Jesus.

(7) Are you a spiritual Israelite? Do you have faith in Jesus? Do you believe Jesus was condemned in your place? If you have faith in Jesus, you are in Jesus and all the wrath due to you because of your sins is redirected unto Him.

(8) You could go to all the prayer meetings, lead Bible studies, read Scripture, and endure through all our services, but your attendance does not guarantee your salvation. Do you know Jesus? Do you have Him in your heart? Do you want to live for His glory? Is He the purpose in your life? 
(9) God has been faithful through Abraham. When He says Abraham’s descendants will be as numerous as the stars, His promise is fulfilled through the many spiritual Israelites throughout the world. 

II. Through Isaac
Romans 9:7-9 says, “7 Nor because they are his descendants are they all Abraham’s children. On the contrary, ‘It is through Isaac that your offspring will be reckoned.’ 8 In other words, it is not the natural children who are God’s children, but it is the children of the promise who are regarded as Abraham’s offspring. 9 For this was how the promise was stated: ‘At the appointed time I will return, and Sarah will have a son.’”
Romans 9:8 (Message) says, “That means that Israelite identity was never racially determined by sexual transmission, but it was God determined by promise.”
A. Intro

1. Abraham had two children through two women – Isaac through Sarah and Ishmael through Hagar. Though Ishmael was a biological child, he was not a spiritual child. However through Isaac, Israel was born and through Israel God’s promise was fulfilled.
2. Paul is emphasizing that being a physical child of Abraham nor being the oldest qualified Ishmael to be the promised child. 

3. Genesis 18:10 says, “Then the LORD said, ‘I will surely return to you about this time next year, and Sarah your wife will have a son.’”

4. Genesis 21:12 says, “But God said to him, ‘Do not be so distressed about the boy and your maidservant. Listen to whatever Sarah tells you, because it is through Isaac that your offspring will be reckoned.’”

5. The context here is tremendously important. God has promised that all the families on earth will be blessed through Abraham. 

6. Genesis 15:5 says, “He took him outside and said, ‘Look up at the heavens and count the stars – if indeed you can count them.’ Then he said to him, ‘So shall your offspring be.’”

7. At this time, Abraham had no offspring. His wife Sarah was barren. Abraham’s answer should have been, “God, I trust you for a promise that your divine promise is powerful enough to bring a child and this will be fulfilled, even though I’m old, even though my seed is dead.” Instead, Abraham did what he could do in his own strength. He used Hagar to bear a child named Ishmael, the father of the Arab world. 

8. Genesis 17:18 says, “Abraham said to God, ‘Oh that Ishmael might live before you!’”

B. Promise – You will have a son / Isaac
1. Through Abraham, Jesus Christ was born. 

C. Faith – In the coming child

1. We need to have faith in God’s promises just like the Israelites had to have faith in the coming Messiah through impossible situations. The people of the Old Testament had to have faith in the coming Jesus. We need to have faith in the Jesus who is coming again.
D. Miraculous birth – Barren Sarah from dead seeds

1. Like Sarah giving birth to Isaac, there is also a miraculous birth in us as we were dead in our transgressions. 

E. Israel – Jesus

1. When we have faith in Jesus Christ, He breathes life into our hearts. 
2. We go through hardships and difficulties, but through these hardships God is going to produce Jesus in you. 
3. God is working in you. He is going to provide everything you need. Do you trust in God’s work? Do you really believe in living for the kingdom of God? You have to be firmly grounded in the Word of God. The Word of God is true. The scriptures will be fulfilled.
III. Through Jacob
Romans 9:10-13 says, “10 Not only that, but Rebekah’s children had one and the same father, our father Isaac. 11 Yet, before the twins were born or had done anything good or bad — in order that God’s purpose in election might stand: 12 not by works but by him who calls — she was told, ‘The older will serve the younger.’ 13 Just as it is written: ‘Jacob I loved, but Esau I hated.’”
Romans 9:13 (Message) says, “Later that was turned into a stark epigram: ‘I loved Jacob; I hated Esau.’”
A. Older and younger [10-12]
1. Verses 10-12 is basically emphasizing that God rejected the older son and accepted the younger one. 
2. 1 Corinthians 10:4-6 says, “4 And drank the same spiritual drink; for they drank from the spiritual rock that accompanied them, and that rock was Christ. 5 Nevertheless, God was not pleased with most of them; their bodies were scattered over the desert. 6 Now these things occurred as examples to keep us from setting our hearts on evil things as they did.”
3. Only those who had faith in God drank the spiritual water. Drinking the physical water was symbolic of their faith in God. 

4. Romans 1:16 says, “I am not ashamed of the gospel, because it is the power of God for the salvation of everyone who believes: first for the Jew, then for the Gentile.”

5. Throughout Romans, there is a contrast between Adam and Jesus Christ. There are two kinds of humanities – Adam’s race who fell into sin and Jesus’s spiritual family. If you have faith in Jesus, you are part of the His spiritual family. If not, you are part of Adam’s fallen race. 
B. Love and hatred [13]

1. In verse 13, when it says, “Jacob I loved, but Esau I hated.”
2. Romans 9:13 (Message) says, “Later that was turned into a stark epigram: ‘I loved Jacob; I hated Esau.’”
3. An epigram is a concise poem with a single thought often ending with an ingenious term of thought. In other words it is a sentence jam packed with meaning. 

	Esau
	Jacob

	1-4
	5-8

	Hatred
	Love

	Wrath
	Grace

	Justification
	Glorification

	In Adam
	In Christ


4. Romans 1-4 refers to Esau - everyone who is under the wrath of God because they continue to sin and rebel against God. Romans 5-8 refers to Jacob - ones who are in Christ, are saved and are in the process of coming to Christ. Jacob’s generation receives grace because they are in Christ. Esau represents Adam. Jacob represents those who are in Jesus Christ.

5. God is sovereign, doing all these things so that if you put your faith in Jesus, you can be in Christ. Simply because you are a Jew does not guarantee that you are saved. Likewise simply because you are an Arab, does not mean you cannot be saved.  Anyone who puts their faith in Jesus Christ is a spiritual Israelite.

Conclusion

· It’s a missions newsletter from Del Cordero. In 2003, Del Cordero was faced with the danger of discontinuation again. And again, a gracious thing happened and it revived. Pastor John Song was the very man. 8 years before, Pastor John appeared in New Mexico, in the summer of 1995, in Mexico, we experienced a strange event. It happened at the end of the mission trip when the festival was being held in San Simon Center. That night, we had a revival meeting. Pastor Min Chung preached the Word and the grace of God filled over the whole congregation. After the sermon, Pastor Min Chung invited all to salvation and about 50 people answered and walked out to the stage and dedicated their souls to God. But we were surprised and confused because about half of them were Korean students! It was surely a joyful moment because the Korean students were saved, but how did they come to Mexico to do missions work to share the salvation of God if they themselves were not saved yet? So later we sent a letter to the Korean churches, ‘send us at least the students who are saved.’ At the summer time of 2003, I shared this story to Pastor John Song and then he responded to me saying, ‘Missionary Nam, you should receive even the ones who are not saved yet because I received Jesus that night in San Simon.’ Ah, ah that night, a high school student John Song walked out to the stage to receive salvation. During the summer of 2003, I shared many things with Pastor John Song. My wife and I are getting old and weak and losing our health. Also, there are no more training directors who will continue this movement, so it is time to discontinue the student training. Pastor John told me, ‘Missionary Nam, this movement must be continued. Because of this movement my life has changed completely, and many more students have changed their lives.’ I suggested, ‘Then you can be the training director!’ John answered, ‘I will!’ So, Del Cordero was revived again and the training has continued until today.

· I read you this story because it is very similar to the passage we just studied. Though many of these students were doing spiritual things, they were not spiritual Israelites until this moment. Yet God still used these people to point others to Jesus Christ as He used the Israelites to point to Jesus.
· I do not know how many of you are true believers. Many of you may have the heritage/ancestry like the biological Israelites - your father was a pastor, your grandfather was a missionary, etc. But do you yourself believe in Jesus Christ - you need to have a faith that is personal. Is there evidence in your life to show that Jesus in you? 
· For many of us, we need to pray through hard times and difficult times. Welcome all the hardships and sufferings not because we are masochists, but rejoice because we know through our hardships, God is molding us to more like Jesus. Trust in His faithfulness.
