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Romans 9:4-5  4the people of Israel. Theirs is the adoption as sons; theirs the divine glory, the covenants, the receiving of the law, the temple worship and the promises. 5Theirs are the patriarchs, and from them is traced the human ancestry of Christ, who is God over all, forever praised! Amen. 

I. Through Abraham
Romans 9:6-7  6It is not as though God’s word had failed. For not all who are descended from Israel are Israel. 7Nor because they are his descendants are they all Abraham’s children. On the contrary, “It is through Isaac that your offspring will be reckoned.” 
A. The issue – Faithfulness of God [6a]
Romans 9:6a  It is not as though the word of God has failed.   

B. The answer – Not biological Israelite but spiritual Israelite [6b-7]
Romans 9:6-7 (NIV)  6It is not as though God’s word had failed. For not all who are descended from Israel are Israel. 7Nor because they are his descendants are they all Abraham’s children. On the contrary, “It is through Isaac that your offspring will be reckoned.” 

Romans 9:6-7 (Message)  6Don’t suppose for a moment, though, that God’s Word has malfunctioned in some way or other. The problem goes back a long way. From the outset, not all Israelites of the flesh were Israelites of the spirit. 7It wasn’t Abraham’s sperm that gave identity here, but God’s promise. 
2 Corinthians 1:20  For no matter how many promises God has made, they are “Yes” in Christ. And so through him the “Amen” is spoken by us to the glory of God.

1. The blessing is Jesus
2. Through faith in Jesus not through natural ancestry
II. Through Isaac
Romans 9:7-9  7Nor because they are his descendants are they all Abraham’s children. On the contrary, “It is through Isaac that your offspring will be reckoned.” 8In other words, it is not the natural children who are God’s children, but it is the children of the promise who are regarded as Abraham’s offspring. 9For this was how the promise was stated: “At the appointed time I will return, and Sarah will have a son.” 

Romans 9:8 (Message)  That means that Israelite identity was never racially determined by sexual transmission, but it was God determined by promise.

A. Promise – You will have a son/Isaac
B. Faith – In the coming child
C. Miraculous birth – Barren Sarah from dead seeds
D. Israel – Jesus 
III. Through Jacob
Romans 9:10-13  10Not only that, but Rebekah’s children had one and the same father, our father Isaac. 11Yet, before the twins were born or had done anything good or bad — in order that God’s purpose in election might stand: 12not by works but by him who calls — she was told, “The older will serve the younger.” 13Just as it is written: “Jacob I loved, but Esau I hated.” 

Romans 9:13 (Message)  Later that was turned into a stark epigram: “I loved Jacob; I hated Esau.”

A. Older and younger [10-12]
1 Corinthians 10:4-6  4and drank the same spiritual drink; for they drank from the spiritual rock that accompanied them, and that rock was Christ. 5Nevertheless, God was not pleased with most of them; their bodies were scattered over the desert. 6Now these things occurred as examples to keep us from setting our hearts on evil things as they did. 

Romans 1:16  I am not ashamed of the gospel, because it is the power of God for the salvation of everyone who believes: first for the Jew, then for the Gentile.
B. Love and hatred [13]
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