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1 Again the Israelites did evil in the eyes of the LORD, and for seven years he gave them into the hands of the Midianites. 2 Because the power of Midian was so oppressive, the Israelites prepared shelters for themselves in mountain clefts, caves and strongholds. 3 Whenever the Israelites planted their crops, the Midianites, Amalekites and other eastern peoples invaded the country. 4 They camped on the land and ruined the crops all the way to Gaza and did not spare a living thing for Israel, neither sheep nor cattle nor donkeys. 5 They came up with their livestock and their tents like swarms of locusts. It was impossible to count the men and their camels; they invaded the land to ravage it. 6 Midian so impoverished the Israelites that they cried out to the LORD for help. 7 When the Israelites cried to the LORD because of Midian, 8 he sent them a prophet, who said, "This is what the LORD, the God of Israel, says: I brought you up out of Egypt, out of the land of slavery. 9 I snatched you from the power of Egypt and from the hand of all your oppressors. I drove them from before you and gave you their land. 10 I said to you, 'I am the LORD your God; do not worship the gods of the Amorites, in whose land you live.' But you have not listened to me." 11 The angel of the LORD came and sat down under the oak in Ophrah that belonged to Joash the Abiezrite, where his son Gideon was threshing wheat in a winepress to keep it from the Midianites. 12 When the angel of the LORD appeared to Gideon, he said, "The LORD is with you, mighty warrior." 13 "But sir," Gideon replied, "if the LORD is with us, why has all this happened to us? Where are all his wonders that our fathers told us about when they said, 'Did not the LORD bring us up out of Egypt?' But now the LORD has abandoned us and put us into the hand of Midian." 14 The LORD turned to him and said, "Go in the strength you have and save Israel out of Midian's hand. Am I not sending you?" 15 "But Lord, " Gideon asked, "how can I save Israel? My clan is the weakest in Manasseh, and I am the least in my family." 16 The LORD answered, "I will be with you, and you will strike down all the Midianites together." 17 Gideon replied, "If now I have found favor in your eyes, give me a sign that it is really you talking to me. 18 Please do not go away until I come back and bring my offering and set it before you." And the LORD said, "I will wait until you return." 19 Gideon went in, prepared a young goat, and from an ephah of flour he made bread without yeast. Putting the meat in a basket and its broth in a pot, he brought them out and offered them to him under the oak. 20 The angel of God said to him, "Take the meat and the unleavened bread, place them on this rock, and pour out the broth." And Gideon did so. 21 With the tip of the staff that was in his hand, the angel of the LORD touched the meat and the unleavened bread. Fire flared from the rock, consuming the meat and the bread. And the angel of the LORD disappeared. 22 When Gideon realized that it was the angel of the LORD, he exclaimed, "Ah, Sovereign LORD! I have seen the angel of the LORD face to face!" 23 But the LORD said to him, "Peace! Do not be afraid. You are not going to die." 24 So Gideon built an altar to the LORD there and called it The LORD is Peace. To this day it stands in Ophrah of the Abiezrites. 25 That same night the LORD said to him, "Take the second bull from your father's herd, the one seven years old. Tear down your father's altar to Baal and cut down the Asherah pole beside it. 26 Then build a proper kind of altar to the LORD your God on the top of this height. Using the wood of the Asherah pole that you cut down, offer the second bull as a burnt offering." 27 So Gideon took ten of his servants and did as the LORD told him. But because he was afraid of his family and the men of the town, he did it at night rather than in the daytime. 28 In the morning when the men of the town got up, there was Baal's altar, demolished, with the Asherah pole beside it cut down and the second bull sacrificed on the newly built altar! 29 They asked each other, "Who did this?" When they carefully investigated, they were told, "Gideon son of Joash did it." 30 The men of the town demanded of Joash, "Bring out your son. He must die, because he has broken down Baal's altar and cut down the Asherah pole beside it." 31 But Joash replied to the hostile crowd around him, "Are you going to plead Baal's cause? Are you trying to save him? Whoever fights for him shall be put to death by morning! If Baal really is a god, he can defend himself when someone breaks down his altar." 32 So that day they called Gideon "Jerub-Baal, " saying, "Let Baal contend with him," because he broke down Baal's altar. 33 Now all the Midianites, Amalekites and other eastern peoples joined forces and crossed over the Jordan and camped in the Valley of Jezreel. 34 Then the Spirit of the LORD came upon Gideon, and he blew a trumpet, summoning the Abiezrites to follow him. 35 He sent messengers throughout Manasseh, calling them to arms, and also into Asher, Zebulun and Naphtali, so that they too went up to meet them. 36 Gideon said to God, "If you will save Israel by my hand as you have promised- 37 look, I will place a wool fleece on the threshing floor. If there is dew only on the fleece and all the ground is dry, then I will know that you will save Israel by my hand, as you said." 38 And that is what happened. Gideon rose early the next day; he squeezed the fleece and wrung out the dew—a bowlful of water. 39 Then Gideon said to God, "Do not be angry with me. Let me make just one more request. Allow me one more test with the fleece. This time make the fleece dry and the ground covered with dew." 40 That night God did so. Only the fleece was dry; all the ground was covered with dew.
Introduction

· Welcome back! Some of you look glad to be back. I’m very glad to be back from a very busy winter break. I understand many of you have had fruitful breaks, attending great conferences, helping out at home churches and sharing many wonderful times with loved ones. 
· Let’s start with Judges 6 where God calls Gideon to serve. 
· I’ve noticed many different things on TV. During my time, the climax of film would be left till the end but now audiences are impatient and would change the channel. Hence, movies now begin with a bang, and then recount the lead up to the incident. In the same way, Judges 6 & 7 are like that. Let me begin with Judges 7. 

· Judges 7 tells us about how Gideon defeats the Midianites with an army of 300. This army would defeat and break the Midianites’ spirit with just trumpets and jars. How do we get there? Through Judges 6, I will tell you what you are doing in life and how through Judges 7, God will use you.
· God’s going to change the world. He uses individuals with willing hearts. You only have to be faithful and trust in Him.

· My life is at the midpoint of Judges 6. I’m not in Judges 7 yet. God called me to serve in the middle of the cornfields. I always wanted to live in the city. Wouldn’t it be nice to be in the city and living in the fast lane? But here in the middle of the cornfields, I am. Because God called me here. I am to serve Him through this church. I realize that’s why I’m here and for that I’m thankful.

· This is the 20th year of CFC. And like all of you, I wonder about my purpose?  What is God’s will for my  life? I have no idea. All I know is that I’m thankful that God is using me. Through failures, difficulties and hardships, I’m thankful. I’m in Judges 6 ½ in my life.
I. Unfaithful Generation
A. Sinful heart
1. Judges 1:1 says, “After the death of Joshua, the Israelites asked the LORD, ‘Who will be the first to go up and fight for us against the Canaanites?’”

2. Judges 1 begins with the passing of Joshua. Moses and Joshua spent all their lives leading the Israelites to the Promise Land. When Joshua passed on, Israel searched for a new leader. 

3. Judges 6:1 says, “Again the Israelites did evil in the eyes of the LORD, and for seven years he gave them into the hands of the Midianites.”

4. The next generation of leaders did not do right in the eyes of the Lord. In CFC terms, the workers didn’t rise to the challenge. We try to nurture workers to do God’s work. As a result, the next generation never reached the Promise Land. 
5. Will you discern right from wrong? Will you be able to see God’s work? You are the next generation of our church. Change is in store for us all. What does God have in store for us? I do not know. 
6. What will this church look like a generation from todat? I do not know. We have to be faithful.  We have to be witnesses to the Church and to Culture. The book of Judges is about the failures of the tomorrow’s generation. It talks about the 12 Son’s of Jacob before the arrival of the Kings, and the many failures of the generation. When Culture change takes place, you need to differentiate right from wrong. If we don’t influence Culture, then Culture will influence us. How does Culture change take place? Why did modernism / post modernism take place? It’s because the world view and thought process changed. Before, all knowledge came from family structure. It came from our parents. Then what happened? Ideas began to flow, beginning with the invention of the printing press, then the internet; they created forums for us to exchange ideas and we tossed out the archaic ways of knowledge acquisition. 
7. In the midst of all this, whatever change is taking place in Culture and the World, we must turn to the Bible to critique, discern and influence the culture. Why couldn’t the Israelites handle the sinful ways of the world? Because they turned away from God. I’m not asking you to shy away from media and Culture, but I’m asking you to discern. As you’re engaged in these things, you have to discern the content. You have to engage to influence, discern, and have defiance against the culture so you can influence. Otherwise, you’ll be influenced by Culture. Culture by the people for the people.
8. This Culture is created by minds and hearts of sinful people. These sinful thoughts, philosophies, and theologies are pervasive. As you’re listening and engaging, learn to discern see right from wrong. How? By turning to the Bible.
B. Self-dependent life
Because of the Israelites sin, God allowed the Midianites to rise again. The Israelites hid in the mountains. They were afraid the Midianites would take away what they wanted and give them something they didn’t want. 
1. Prognosis of fear

a) Judges 6:11 says, “The angel of the LORD came and sat down under the oak in Ophrah that belonged to Joash the Abiezrite, where his son Gideon was threshing wheat in a winepress to keep it from the Midianites.”
b) Gideon was threshing wheat in a winepress to keep it from the Midianites. He acknowledges his fear of the enemy. He possesses no knowledge of the promise of God and no faith that God has given the Israelites all the land that they’re living in. What is the source of fear?

c) They fear losing what they want. Fear arises from selfishness and self-dependency. It’s when we live for ourselves and live according to our own strengths and strategies. When something greater comes, we have fear.
2. Proof of self-dependency

a) Judges 6:15 says, “‘But Lord,’ Gideon asked, ‘how can I save Israel? My clan is the weakest in Manasseh, and I am the least in my family.’”
b) Gideon is thinking about his own strength. Notice when Gideon was called upon, he had fear because he was thinking about his own strength. He was dependent upon his own strength. If you’re living for yourself, you’ll either have fear or pride. I differentiate it as low pride and high pride.
3. Potential for pride

a) Judges 6:15 says, “‘But Lord,’ Gideon asked, ‘how can I save Israel? My clan is the weakest in Manasseh, and I am the least in my family.’”
b) Gideon is instance suffering from low pride. When the circumstances they want and there’s potential to get what they want, they have high pride.

c) He could’ve easily said he could save Israel with his own strength. When you have a sinful heart living for yourself, you have to be self dependent because you have to live according to your own strength. It means you’ll have unbiblical thoughts or self strategizing thoughts. By looking at Gideon, this is what he thinks.
C. Unbiblical thoughts

1. Gideon’s interpretation

a) Judges 6:13 says, “‘But sir,’ Gideon replied, ‘if the LORD is with us, why has all this happened to us? Where are all his wonders that our fathers told us about when they said, ‘Did not the LORD bring us up out of Egypt?’ But now the LORD has abandoned us and put us into the hand of Midian.’”
b) I hear these words all the time when I talk to people who fail to understand God and they wonder aloud why things happen to them. Why didn’t God prevent it from happening? It’s a Me-centered interpretation of life. This person isn’t looking at the big picture of what God’s plan. 
c) The Israelites were sinful. Therefore they had the opportunity to conquer the land in order to be salt and light to the world. In that way, the nations could see God through the Israelites. But their hearts were sinful and self dependent. They were selfish, so seven years of suffering fell upon them. Gideon did not doubt the power of God, what he question was the faithful love of God. Some people don’t believe in the existence, or the power of God, or the faithfulness of God. In this case, Gideon misinterpreted the faithful love of God.
2. God’s interpretation

a) Judges 6:14 says, “The LORD turned to him and said, ‘Go in the strength you have and save Israel out of Midian’s hand. Am I not sending you?’”
b) God promises to be their source of strength. The problem is that you’re living for yourself and that your heart is divided. Your mind is divided by your self dependency. The problem liew with your heart, your mind, and your life.

c) God has said that He would be their strength. Gideon thought that God would abandon them and not be faithful. From Genesis to Revelation, those that God sent forth, He granted strength. If God sends you, He will strengthen you. You will never be alone as He will always be by your side.
d) Faulty theology prevented them from going to the Lord. In the midst of hardships and difficulties and sufferings under the Midianites, God said, “Am I not sending you?” 
II. Faithful God
A. God is faithful to His promises – The heart of God
Judges 6:6-10 says, “6 Midian so impoverished the Israelites that they cried out to the LORD for help. 7 When the Israelites cried to the LORD because of Midian, 8 he sent them a prophet, who said, ‘This is what the LORD, the God of Israel, says: I brought you up out of Egypt, out of the land of slavery. 9 I snatched you from the power of Egypt and from the hand of all your oppressors. I drove them from before you and gave you their land. 10 I said to you, ‘I am the LORD your God; do not worship the gods of the Amorites, in whose land you live.’ But you have not listened to me.’”
1. God sends a prophet in this time of great confusion. I pray that God will use each and every one of you to fulfill his promises. 
2. God creates humanity in Genesis through Adam. Adam and Eve experience a loving relationship with God. Adam fails and falls. God calls his people to back away from the abyss. He starts with a man named Abraham. Abraham is told he would be the Father of Nations. Throughout Moses and Israel’s journey, God was preparing the Israelites to show God’s love to the world. But many sinned and were punished, Joshua and Caleb survived; but the conquering of the land didn’t finish. So after the death of Joshua, the generation has to complete the conquering of the land so there’d be light unto the world and God’s light would be manifested through them. But there was disobedience. They worshipped other gods and suffered the consequences. But God is faithful to His promises. He called to the faithful to fulfill redemptive history.
B. God raises His warriors – The mind of God
Judges 6:16 says, “The LORD answered, ‘I will be with you, and you will strike down all the Midianites together.’”
Judges 6:12 says, “When the angel of the LORD appeared to Gideon, he said, ‘The LORD is with you, mighty warrior.’”
1. Small nation – the circumstances of Israel

a) In this situation, it doesn’t seem that God is with his chosen people. The Israelites are being defeated and they don’t seem like a great nation.

2. Small Gideon – nothing but a mighty warrior

a) Gideon was a mighty warrior. We need to have eyes of faith. God names us not because of who we are now, but who we will become by His grace. 

b) If the spirit of God is with you, even if you’re not a mighty warrior, at least you’re 0.0000000001 warriors. What is 0.0000000001 multiplied by an infinity? If God is with you, nothing can stand against you.

c) I believe it. Do you want to believe it? If I didn’t believe it, I wouldn’t stay at CFC. What I see isn’t what God sees. What I see now, is not what I will see ten years from now. It’s by the promises of God. God’s work is not through with you yet. It’s only the beginning and I believe it. I believe the promises of God that you are mighty warriors because He is in you.

d) Sometimes I wonder why God didn’t ordain angels. It’d be easy to witness with angels. Fly around and say, “I’ve been sent by the God of the Bible.” But that’s not what God ordained. Do you understand? When He ordained people who love God, whose hearts are in tune with God, who trust in the Lord, who pray and slowly but surely are changing. He ordained us. He ordained the church. He changes and raises us, people were inconsequential. People who are hopeless and fallen away. He chose us. There’s no logical reason why He chose me. All I know is that I am thankful that I may serve.

e) All we need is our Almighty God. He is faithful to His people and He will raise us up.

C. God fulfills the redemptive history – The plan of God

1. Chapter 6 – Discipline of God

a) He has to wait as he awaits our change. He has to send hardships and sufferings so we can be like Jesus. His mind is thinking about His Word. Our life reflects the love of Jesus. God fulfills His redemptive history through us.

2. Chapter 7 – Victory of God
a) This goes with the discipline of God, because we are the ordained. Our growth and His glory go hand in hand. He doesn’t need us, but that’s how He does it. I don’t know why. All we can say is praise the Lord. Some of you believe doing God’s work to be a chore. You have to read the Bible once again and be forever grateful. You are mighty warriors.
III. Growing Warrior - Gideon
A. Heart – Fear of man to fear of God
Judges 6:22-23 says, “22 When Gideon realized that it was the angel of the LORD, he exclaimed, ‘Ah, Sovereign LORD! I have seen the angel of the LORD face to face!’ 23 But the LORD said to him, ‘Peace! Do not be afraid. You are not going to die.’”
1. There’s another side of God’s love that we must fear. In this case, Gideon worships and pays reverential respect to God. In the Old Testament, they knew if they saw God face to face, they would die. When Moses came down from the mountain, people couldn’t look at him, because of the glow on his back. We need to have reverential awe and respect for God as we share this intimate relationship with God.
2. The Lord said to him, “Peace! Do not be afraid! You are not going to die.” Gideon’s heart changed from the fear of man to the fear of God.
B. Mind – Complaint to worship
Judges 6:24-25 says, “24 So Gideon built an altar to the LORD there and called it The LORD is Peace. To this day it stands in Ophrah of the Abiezrites. 25 That same night the LORD said to him, “Take the second bull from your father’s herd, the one seven years old. Tear down your father’s altar to Baal and cut down the Asherah pole beside it.”
1. You need to worship so you can change the circumstances. Complaint turns to gratitude. The God who abandoned us (from our perspective) is now God who is worthy of all worship. 
C. Life – Worrier to warrior

1. He gathered the army

a) Judges 6:34 says, “Then the Spirit of the LORD came upon Gideon, and he blew a trumpet, summoning the Abiezrites to follow him.”

b) He was fighting to be a mighty warrior. We will become who God wants us to become. But, we need to do what we need to do now. This is the hope and the essence of CFC. We want you to be trained so that you can become whom God wants you to be – Mighty Warriors.

c) In reading Judges 6 & 7 we find out how Gideon and the Israelites found their strength.
d) In Judges 6, the Spirit of the Lord comes upon Gideon and he blows the trumpet. It summons the Abiezrites to follow him. Gideon gathers the army as he is empowered by the Lord. 
2. He won the battle

a) Judges 7:20-23 says, “20 The three companies blew the trumpets and smashed the jars. Grasping the torches in their left hands and holding in their right hands the trumpets they were to blow, they shouted, ‘A sword for the LORD and for Gideon!’ 21 While each man held his position around the camp, all the Midianites ran, crying out as they fled. 22 When the three hundred trumpets sounded, the LORD caused the men throughout the camp to turn on each other with their swords. The army fled to Beth Shittah toward Zererah as far as the border of Abel Meholah near Tabbath. 23 Israelites from Naphtali, Asher and all Manasseh were called out, and they pursued the Midianites.”

b) How does he win the battle? He blew the trumpet. They didn’t need muscles. They just blew the trumpet and broke the jars. The Midianites started to fight amongst themselves and the Israelites defeated them.

c) In Judges 6, the army was gathered with the blowing of the trumpet. In Judges 7, when the trumpet is blown, the army is defeated. The most important thing is a phrase in Judges 6:34. It says then the Spirit of the LORD came upon Gideon, and he blew a trumpet. 
d) Then in Judges 7, 300 men blew their trumpets. The word Spirit in the Hebrew language can both mean the spirit and the wind. That’s why the word Spirit is compared to the wind. As the Spirit comes upon Gideon, he blows into the trumpet and the Spirit of the Lord produces a powerful song calling forth the Israelites. In Judges 6, the Israelites have 300. God sends everyone and there are too many. God wins the battle with trumpets. If you’re filled with the Spirit of God, it doesn’t matter what you use, it has the power of God. Whatever you do, it doesn’t matter. The power of God will manifest in you and God will do His work through you. All you need is God. But your heart and mind has to change. Your heart has to be filled with His Word and you will experience an infusion of His mind and character. And in whatever you do, you will showcase His power. 
e) God said to the untested Gideon, You mighty warrior. I pray God calls out to us at CFC.
f) Luke 4:18-19 says, “18 ‘The Spirit of the Lord is on me, because he has anointed me to preach good news to the poor. He has sent me to proclaim freedom for the prisoners and recovery of sight for the blind, to release the oppressed, 19 to proclaim the year of the Lord’s favor.’”

g) A few thousand years later, 300 was too many. God sent one. Jesus Christ came and His heart was filled with the Spirit. It was God who anointed Jesus Christ to proclaim the freedom for the prisoners and recovery of sight for the blind. Jesus Christ blows trumpets of Words, the trumpet of victory and the trumpet of the Spirit. The world is conquered and never the same again. In Jesus Christ, we have the Spirit of God; let us go forth and whatever you do, God will manifest His power through you.

h) I often think about this story I used as a youth pastor.
Conclusion

· A great pianist is about to take to the stage and the curtain opens, but seated is not the pianist but a little boy on the piano. This little boy has no idea of where he is and only desires to play the piano. As he starts to play the audience is silent in confusion. The wise pianist comes behind the little boy and begins to play the base notes. This creates a beautiful melody and scene which the audience provides a resounding round of applause for at the end of the duet. How often I think about that whenever I do the work of God – when I preach, when I counsel. I know the Lord is with me and that’s all I need and if I go in fear, then I don’t have to worry because God is with me. I am a mighty warrior, not anything on my own, but because of God. I pray that you would go forth with faith and strength. That you will be powerful because of His presence in you.
· I pray for you everyday. I pray for my family and I pray for my church at every waking moment. And after you leave CFC, you don’t need to thank me, you don’t need to send money, it would be nice if you do, but just serve God all the days of your life. I can die for that. It’s all I want. I can wait another 10 years, or 20 years. And I will hear from somewhere, maybe I’ll meet you face to face and I’ll hear from somebody that you are faithfully serving the Lord somewhere in the world. That day, that night I will sleep in tears thankful to the Lord. I will probably say that it was all worth it, that you’d be difference makers in your family. That you’d be difference makers in your churches. That you’d be difference makers in your job, in the world, doing all sorts of things for the kingdom of God. I can live for that, and I can die for that. Let’s linger and meditate on this truth, that we are warriors – 0.000000000001 warriors, but our God is mighty, so together because of His presence, we are mighty warriors. Just meditate on that. Daily, as Gideon did, let Him speak to you so that He will infuse His mind and heart into you. It might contain the wrong thoughts, but speak to Him because through these interactions, He will use you and cultivate you to be the individual you are meant to be. 
