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I. Unfaithful Generation
A. Sinful heart
Judges 1:1  After the death of Joshua, the Israelites asked the LORD, “Who will be the first to go up and fight for us against the Canaanites?” 

Judges 6:1  Again the Israelites did evil in the eyes of the LORD, and for seven years he gave them into the hands of the Midianites. 
B. Self-dependent life
1. Prognosis of feat

Judges 6:11  The angel of the LORD came and sat down under the oak in Ophrah that belonged to Joash the Abiezrite, where his son Gideon was threshing wheat in a winepress to keep it from the Midianites.
2. Proof of self-dependency

Judges 6:15  “But Lord,” Gideon asked, “how can I save Israel? My clan is the weakest in Manasseh, and I am the least in my family.” 

3. Potential for pride

Judges 6:15  “But Lord,” Gideon asked, “how can I save Israel? My clan is the weakest in Manasseh, and I am the least in my family.” 

C. Unbiblical thoughts
1. Gideon’s interpretation

Judges 6:13  “But sir,” Gideon replied, “if the LORD is with us, why has all this happened to us? Where are all his wonders that our fathers told us about when they said, ‘Did not the LORD bring us up out of Egypt?’ But now the LORD has abandoned us and put us into the hand of Midian.” 

2. God’s interpretation

Judges.6:14  The LORD turned to him and said, “Go in the strength you have and save Israel out of Midian’s hand. Am I not sending you?” 

II. Faithful God
A. God is faithful to His promises – The heart of God
Judges 6:6-10  6Midian so impoverished the Israelites that they cried out to the LORD for help. 7When the Israelites cried to the LORD because of Midian, 8he sent them a prophet, who said, “This is what the LORD, the God of Israel, says: I brought you up out of Egypt, out of the land of slavery. 9I snatched you from the power of Egypt and from the hand of all your oppressors. I drove them from before you and gave you their land. 10I said to you, ‘I am the LORD your God; do not worship the gods of the Amorites, in whose land you live.’ But you have not listened to me.” 
B. God raises His warriors – The mind of God
Judges 6:16  The LORD answered, “I will be with you, and you will strike down all the Midianites together.” 

Judges 6:12 When the angel of the LORD appeared to Gideon, he said, “The LORD is with you, mighty warrior.” 
1. Small nation – the circumstances of Israel
2. Small Gideon – nothing but a mighty warrior

C. God fulfills the redemptive history – The plan of God
1. Chapter 6 – Discipline of God
2. Chapter 7 – Victory of God
III. Growing Warrior – Gideon 
A. Heart – Fear of man to fear of God
Judges 6:22-23  22When Gideon realized that it was the angel of the LORD, he exclaimed, “Ah, Sovereign LORD! I have seen the angel of the LORD face to face!” 23But the LORD said to him, “Peace! Do not be afraid. You are not going to die.” 

B. Mind – Complaint to worship
Judges 6:24-25  24So Gideon built an altar to the LORD there and called it The LORD is Peace. To this day it stands in Ophrah of the Abiezrites. 25That same night the LORD said to him, “Take the second bull from your father’s herd, the one seven years old. Tear down your father’s altar to Baal and cut down the Asherah pole beside it. 

C. Life – Worrier to warrior
1. He gathered the army

Judges 6:34 Then the Spirit of the LORD came upon Gideon, and he blew a trumpet, summoning the Abiezrites to follow him.
2. He won the battle

Judges 7:20-23  20The three companies blew the trumpets and smashed the jars. Grasping the torches in their left hands and holding in their right hands the trumpets they were to blow, they shouted, “A sword for the LORD and for Gideon!” 21While each man held his position around the camp, all the Midianites ran, crying out as they fled. 22When the three hundred trumpets sounded, the LORD caused the men throughout the camp to turn on each other with their swords. The army fled to Beth Shittah toward Zererah as far as the border of Abel Meholah near Tabbath. 23Israelites from Naphtali, Asher and all Manasseh were called out, and they pursued the Midianites. 

Luke 4:18-19  18“The Spirit of the Lord is on me, because he has anointed me to preach good news to the poor. He has sent me to proclaim freedom for the prisoners and recovery of sight for the blind, to release the oppressed, 19to proclaim the year of the Lord’s favor.”
