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3 Some Pharisees came to him to test him. They asked, "Is it lawful for a man to divorce his wife for any and every reason?" 4 "Haven't you read," he replied, "that at the beginning the Creator 'made them male and female,' 5 and said, 'For this reason a man will leave his father and mother and be united to his wife, and the two will become one flesh'? 6 So they are no longer two, but one. Therefore what God has joined together, let man not separate." 7 "Why then," they asked, "did Moses command that a man give his wife a certificate of divorce and send her away?" 8 Jesus replied, "Moses permitted you to divorce your wives because your hearts were hard. But it was not this way from the beginning. 9 I tell you that anyone who divorces his wife, except for marital unfaithfulness, and marries another woman commits adultery." 10 The disciples said to him, "If this is the situation between a husband and wife, it is better not to marry." 11 Jesus replied, "Not everyone can accept this word, but only those to whom it has been given. 12 For some are eunuchs because they were born that way; others were made that way by men; and others have renounced marriage because of the kingdom of heaven. The one who can accept this should accept it."
Introduction

· More than 80% of our church isn’t married. So why are we talking about divorce and remarriage? It’s relevant because some of you are involved in some way with divorce or remarriage, with your parents, relatives, or other relationships, and many of you will be married sometime in the future. 
· Our whole culture prepares us for divorce with its unbiblical picture of dating. The emphasis on dating relationships is not on commitment, but on self-fulfillment. Worldly relationships with breakups may prepare us for divorce or possibly affairs in the future. If you date someone and break up and date someone and break up, it’s preparing you for a similar pattern in marriage and divorce. 
· The reason I got into this passage was a verse in Luke 17-18 that caught me. As I tried to think like Luke and mediated on that verse, it bothered me because it doesn’t seem like the Bible gives exceptions. As I studied this passage for months, I realized I had to be honest with the Scripture and that if I preached this topic, I’d be unpopular. This is a choice generation and I wanted to give more choice. But the evangelical, biblical church gives less permission and I see there’s even less permission than some of the evangelical churches.
· This isn’t the most popular view, but I believe it’s the correct one. When I get to heaven, Luke and Matthew may say, “You were wrong, dude.” But I’m thankful that some scholars agree with me, and the most famous one is John Piper (for more information, see reference at bottom of notes). His church has many older people and he had to wrestle with this for many years. Their theology in this area is very developed and as I was reading it, I found we were in agreement. I will talk about my organization and observations from the passage. Because of our church’s context, our dating theology is developed. However, our marriage/divorce theology is not as strong, so we must learn from other places. As much as we can, we must talk about this topic from our perspective from observations of the Scriptures.

I. What is the Original Purpose of Marriage?
Matthew 19:4-6 says, “4 ‘Haven’t you read,’ he replied, ‘that at the beginning the Creator ‘made them male and female,’ 5 and said, ‘For this reason a man will leave his father and mother and be united to his wife, and the two will become one flesh’? 6 So they are no longer two, but one. Therefore what God has joined together, let man not separate.’”
Genesis 1:27 says, “So God created man in his own image, in the image of God he created him; male and female he created them.”
Genesis 2:24 says, “For this reason a man will leave his father and mother and be united to his wife, and they will become one flesh.”
A. Trinity
The intention of marriage is to picture God. He’s one God in three persons. He created male and female to picture who God is. We must first understand the Trinity.
1. The unity and love of the persons

a) There’s incredible unity that we can’t really comprehend in the God-head. There’s one God. God the Father, God the Son, and God the Holy Spirit are so united that they cannot improve in their love for one another. They’re in an infinite love relationship of oneness. 
2. The equality of the persons

a) The Father is not better than the other two. One is not better than the other.

3. The distinction of the persons

a) The Son is not the Holy Spirit just as the Father is not the Son—they have their own thinking process. They have different roles, but there’s still unity in working for the redemption of the world.

b) The unity/oneness of the Trinity must be pictured in marriage. In marriage, there are two different people, but there’s oneness. God sees those two people as one as long as they’re alive. One. That’s it. 

B. The Gospel

1. They’re so united it’s like the unity of the trinity.  However, when man falls, that unity is broken. But Jesus Christ becomes man and dies in place of us.  

2. Ephesians 5:31-32 says, “31 ‘For this reason a man will leave his father and mother and be united to his wife, and the two will become one flesh.’ 32 This is a profound mystery — but I am talking about Christ and the church.”

3. How is this mystery to be resolved? Through the context of marriage. Jesus Christ comes down dying for his people, so they will be in relation with God again. It’s pictured through wedding and marriage. Man pictures Christ and the woman pictures the Church. Through the marriage, together they picture the gospel. It’s important to realize marriage is not the only way to picture the gospel, but also through the local church and work. This is encouraging for single people. Some of you may never get married, but you can still glorify Him and picture the gospel through different means as we look into the book of Ephesians.

4. God in humanity is to show that marital relationship of God the Father, God the Son, and God the Holy Spirit. That kind of marital relationship is to be pictured through our relationships as well. Yet because of sin, our relationship between us/God and between us/one another (in our brother/sister relationships and marriage relationship) pictures divorce. Rather than loving one another, we are selfish and divided. 

II. What is Commanded About Marriage in the Fallen World?
A. The question
Matthew 19:3 says, “Some Pharisees came to him to test him. They asked, ‘Is it lawful for a man to divorce his wife for any and every reason?’”
1. Lawful begets the question, “Does it not offend God?”
B. The original intention
Matthew 19:4-6 says, “4 ‘Haven’t you read,’ he replied, ‘that at the beginning the Creator ‘made them male and female,’ 5 and said, ‘For this reason a man will leave his father and mother and be united to his wife, and the two will become one flesh’? 6 So they are no longer two, but one. Therefore what God has joined together, let man not separate.’”
1. Jesus is saying that if you break your marriage and get a divorce, you are going to offend God. It’s not lawful. It seems like this passage doesn’t give exceptions in this area. There predominantly is no divorce or remarriage because once you’re married, you’re one.
C. The adjustment question
Matthew 19:7-8 says, “7 ‘Why then,’ they asked, ‘did Moses command that a man give his wife a certificate of divorce and send her away?’ 8 Jesus replied, ‘Moses permitted you to divorce your wives because your hearts were hard. But it was not this way from the beginning.’”
1. Moses’ command in the Old Testament wasn’t a command for divorce. Rather this verse is talking about Deuteronomy 24. Jesus corrects the Pharisees by saying Moses did not command, but permitted them to divorce. It’s because the Israelites were sinful/their hearts were hard. 
2. Is there permission because it’s not sinful or permission because they’re so sinful you must permit it to inhibit further sin? I would say there’s permissible gladness and permissible sadness. I would consider this as permissible sadness. 
3. It’s similar to the story of the prodigal son. The father had to give permission to the younger son who wanted to go sin with money, so through that, he’d learn or he wouldn’t do worse things. This is sad permission. Moses is still saying that it is sinful to divorce. There is no change in principle behind it, but because people were doing it and their hearts were hard, there was an adjustment in order to give maximum glory to God. 
D. The exception – divorce
Matthew 19:9 says, “I tell you that anyone who divorces his wife, except for marital unfaithfulness, and marries another woman commits adultery.”
1. In verse 9 it seems like it still gives exception for divorce. But this verse is predominantly saying there’s no divorce. We’ll talk about this exception later.
E. The pyramid of the original intent of marriage
Matthew 19:10-12 says, “10 The disciples said to him, ‘If this is the situation between a husband and wife, it is better not to marry.’ 11 Jesus replied, ‘Not everyone can accept this word, but only those to whom it has been given. 12 For some are eunuchs because they were born that way; others were made that way by men; and others have renounced marriage because of the kingdom of heaven. The one who can accept this should accept it.’” 
1. In terms of marriage and remarriage for verse 10, there’s some sort of hierarchy. Others having renounced marriage means they decided to stay single or decided not to remarry. There’s a hierarchy that helps you glorify God more. 

2. For example, there are sexual sins related to marriage and remarriage. All sexual sins are the same kind of sin, but the degree could be different. If someone sins because of their sexual desires, like sins with prostitutes or another person, there is in some sense greater degree of sin, as it affects more people. From the original intent of God, it hurts more marriages and it hurts the picturing of the gospel. It is still sinful to lust or masturbate, but in some sense, it’s sin to a lesser degree because you don’t hurt as many other people as directly. It could hurt your heart and future marriage, but it doesn’t hurt two or more additional people as well. 
F. In the sinful world, there’s still original intent and it’s best to keep it. There’s a pyramid of original intent. It’s a pyramid because as you go down the hierarchy, it gets more confusing and more complicated. The Bible commands that while you have a sinful heart, try to stay close to the original intent. 
1. Keep the original intent

a) Have a monogamous marital life. If you make a mistake, stay closest to the original intent. If you divorce, stay unmarried, because if you cause another person to remarry you and thus sin, it’s further from the original intent. 
2. Stay close to it 
a) Stay closest to the original intent always.

3. Anything else is permission and adjustment to the original intent

a) If you divorce and remarry it is permission. While it’s still sinful, if you repent, you’re forgiven. Make adjustments to keep the original intent and glorify God. If you remarry, you need to receive forgiveness, and after that, you still have to keep that marriage and glorify God through it. It’s sinful permission. But you can be forgiven if you repent. 

b) Marriage is intended to glorify God. Sin in our hearts affects that negatively and the glory it can reveal. So there’s a hierarchy of our sinful being. We always should try to give maximum glory to God. 
III. When is Divorce Allowed?
Only within the gospel of Matthew is the phrase except for martial unfaithfulness. Thus, we have to examine the phrase within the context of the book. The common evangelical view says when adultery is committed or when your spouse leaves and you’re deserted, then you have the right to divorce. But I do not believe the Bible makes an exception and allows divorce in an adulterous context. Though I do believe the Bible allows for divorce in the context of desertion. 
A. Matthew 5:32 says, “But I tell you that anyone who divorces [apoluo] his wife, except for marital unfaithfulness, [porneia] causes her to become an adulteress, and anyone who marries the divorced woman commits adultery.”
B. Matthew 19:9 says, “I tell you that anyone who divorces [apoluo] his wife, except for marital unfaithfulness, [porneia] and marries another woman commits adultery.”

1. It seems like if porneia (or marital unfaithfulness) is adultery, the word pornography comes from it. It means any kind of sexual sin apart from marriage. The only problem is adultery isn’t porneia, it’s a wider scope. Most evangelical churches interpret porneia as adultery. But it can mean other things as well. It’s not exclusively adultery.

2. Let’s deal with this in Matthew’s mind. Does Matthew think of this as other things?

C. Matthew 15:19 says, “For out of the heart come evil thoughts, murder, adultery [moicheia], sexual immorality [porneia], theft, false testimony, slander.”

1. Here, Matthew uses adultery and porneia (or sexual immorality) as different words. In Matthew’s mind, sin outside of marriage other than your spouse is different than sexual immorality. In Matthew 5 and Matthew 19, porneia can mean different things. So why does Matthew talk about that phrase in Matthew 5 and Matthew 19? I believe it’s because of Joseph and Mary. Jesus will be born and Joseph thought it would be in porneia.

D. Matthew 1:19 says, “Because Joseph her husband was a righteous man and did not want to expose her to public disgrace, he had in mind to divorce [apoluo] her quietly. [Same word]”

1. Mary is going to give birth to Jesus. Joseph thinks Mary committed some sort of porneia because they’re not married yet. Joseph is a good man. He wanted to divorce because even though they’re not married, their relationship of courting and engagement and betrothing was like marriage. Yet, it’s not adultery because they weren’t married. It was in the context of porneia, if Mary committed sin. It was like divorce because they had to break that engagement process.
2. Matthew 5 and Matthew 19 are prohibiting divorce and remarriage, except for marital unfaithfulness. Porneia is for the context of what Joseph did. What Joseph did was not wrong. As he gives this principle, he thinks about the context of Joseph and Mary and he had to put that phrase in there not to give permission for divorce or remarriage, but to allow for Joseph, because Joseph did not do anything wrong. Thus, he gives permission.
E. 1 Corinthians 7:15 says, “But if the unbeliever leaves, let him do so. A believing man or woman is not bound in such circumstances; God has called us to live in peace.”

1. Here is the only exception for divorce. I believe that even if a spouse commits adultery, you don’t have the right to divorce. I don’t think the Bible gives that command or right. You have to wait for the person to repent, and if possible, forgive the other person. It’s an unpopular view, but that’s what I see in the Bible. 
2. The only exception is in this verse 1 Corinthians 7:15. If someone leaves, what can you do? When someone wants to leave, you can resist that for awhile, but after a certain period of time, you have to divorce the other person. In that context, the reason was a lot more redemptive. That person is going to leave anyway and you cannot stop it. You give less glory to God because of the fighting, so you can divorce that person. But it doesn’t give you the right to remarry. You have to pray and wait for that other person to come back. Why? Because once you marry, you are one. It’s a commitment for life until one person dies. That’s why this man in Matthew says it’s better to die than to remarry.
IV. When is Remarriage Allowed?
Remarriage is allowed only when one person dies. We’ll look at these principles from these verses.
A. Matthew 5:32 and 19:9 – no remarriage allowed

1. Matthew 5:32 says, “But I tell you that anyone who divorces his wife, except for marital unfaithfulness, causes her to become an adulteress, and anyone who marries the divorced woman commits adultery.”

a) The context is this: when females divorced, there was no way for them to get income. A good probability is that they had to remarry even for survival. This woman is innocent because the man wanted to divorce her, yet as an innocent person, if she remarries she then commits adultery. Not only her, but the person who remarries this divorced person does also. 

b) This is strong. Why? Because that’s how God intended marriage—when you marry once, you are one. 
2. Matthew 19:9 says, “I tell you that anyone who divorces his wife, except for marital unfaithfulness, and marries another woman commits adultery.”

a) Matthew 5 is emphasizing an innocent woman, while Matthew 19 is emphasizing the man who is committing adultery by divorcing. If he divorces his wife and remarries, he commits adultery.
B. Luke 16:18 and Mark 10:11-12 – no exception clause in other passages
These passages re-emphasize strongly that remarriage is not allowed except in the case of death.
1. Luke 16:18 says, “Anyone who divorces his wife and marries another woman commits adultery, and the man who marries a divorced woman commits adultery.”

a) If a woman is divorced, even innocently divorced, and the man marries her (whether he’s a divorced or single man), they’re still committing adultery according to the Bible. Once a person is married, they’re one with their spouse.
2. Mark 10:11-12 says, “11 He answered, ‘Anyone who divorces his wife and marries another woman commits adultery against her. 12 And if she divorces her husband and marries another man, she commits adultery.’”

a) He calls all marriage after divorce adultery.
C. Special grace

1. Matthew 19:10-12 says, “10 The disciples said to him, ‘If this is the situation between a husband and wife, it is better not to marry.’ 11 Jesus replied, ‘Not everyone can accept this word, but only those to whom it has been given. 12 For some are eunuchs because they were born that way; others were made that way by men; and others have renounced marriage because of the kingdom of heaven. The one who can accept this should accept it.’”

a) Doesn’t this sound unfair? If you divorce and someone deserts you, you have to remain single? Even if there’s sexual desires, other desire and lust? That eunuch passage was written for this purpose. God will give you special grace, so that you will not break that marriage.
b) If you’re divorced, you’re not allowed to remarry so how can you survive? It’s God’s special grace. Others have renounced marriage because of the kingdom of heaven and so they can keep glorifying God. 

2. 1 Corinthians 7:10-11 says, “10 To the married I give this command (not I, but the Lord): A wife must not separate from her husband. 11 But if she does, she must remain unmarried or else be reconciled to her husband. And a husband must not divorce his wife.”

a) What about practical suggestions? What about if the husband beats the wife? The Bible gives room for separation. You can run away to the church and they’ll protect you. It can be the police or the body of Christ. The temporary separation could be necessary. Nonetheless, if you believe in the gospel, you can believe that a person can change. After you marry, you’re one. Until that person changes, you have to pray for them to change. Temporary separation, if necessary, can be done. Nonetheless, you still need to remain single.

D. Deuteronomy 24:1-4

1. Deuteronomy 24:1-4 says, “1 If a man marries a woman who becomes displeasing to him because he finds something indecent about her, and he writes her a certificate of divorce, gives it to her and sends her from his house,  2 and if after she leaves his house she becomes the wife of another man, 3 and her second husband dislikes her and writes her a certificate of divorce, gives it to her and sends her from his house, or if he dies, 4 then her first husband, who divorced her, is not allowed to marry her again after she has been defiled. That would be detestable in the eyes of the LORD. Do not bring sin upon the land the LORD your God is giving you as an inheritance.”

2. What if the person comes back after remarriage? What if the person comes back after the death of the second marriage? Aren’t you allowed to remarry? This passage is saying that in that case, because you now have to respect the remarriage, you cannot marry that person. That’s the only command that Deuteronomy 24 is giving. Verses 1-3 is not a command, but a description. Verse 4 is a command.
3. If someone deserts you and you’re waiting for them to come back and that person remarries and that person’s new spouse separates from them and they come back, you cannot remarry because you have to respect the oath of the remarriage. They are bound to that oath.

E. 1 Corinthians 7:39 – the only exception for remarriage

1. 1 Corinthians 7:39 says, “A wife is bound to her husband as long as he lives. If the husband dies, she is free to be married to whom she wishes, only in the Lord.”

2. Death is the only exception I see in the Bible.

V. Summary

A. Singleness

1. Try your best to keep your first marriage (or the original intent of marriage).
2. You can remain as a godly single person and glorify God. Marriage is not the only way to glorify God, but it’s one way. Glorify God and picture the gospel through many ways as the book of Ephesians describes.

B. Marriage

1. Once you’re married, you’re one. As long as you have committed yourself to the other person, you must keep your oath no matter what the other person does. Together as husband and wife—as the husband pictures Christ and wife pictures the church and as the husband sacrifices and wife submits—it all pictures the gospel. 
C. Divorce

1. To keep the original intent of marriage, when you talk about the word divorce, the only way you will not sin through divorce is in the case of when your spouse deserts you or leaves you and it’s inevitable for you to divorce the other person, not out of your will. Then you need to remain as a divorced single. Pray and wait for the other person to come back. If that person doesn’t and they remarry, you can’t take that person back and you must remain as a divorced single.
D. Remarriage

1. The only time you’re allowed to remarry is by the death of your spouse. Remarriage without death of a divorced spouse is sinful before the Lord. If you remarry without death of a spouse, even though it was sinful before the Lord, you need to repent and can be forgiven. You must respect the remarriage. In your remarriage, you need to glorify God as if it were your first marriage. You have to understand the original intent of marriage and you can picture the gospel and God through it. I know many who have raised godly families and you can still glorify God. But repent of your sins before the Lord and learn your lessons and God can use your marriage.
E. The personal pyramid

Is there a way that I can remain “less” sinful? 
1. Single / married / Biblically divorced [Desertion] / Biblically remarried [Death]

a) All these people are on the same level of the personal pyramid through the perspective of marriage and remarriage.

2. Illegitimately divorced – forgiveness and stay single

a) You have sin through your marriage, but you can be forgiven. But stay as godly singles.

3. Illegitimately remarried – forgiveness and stay married

a) Both you and your spouse must repent, but you can be forgiven. But stay in that marriage and glorify God. Go and sin no more.
Conclusion

· Why is this so confusing? Many think about do’s and don’ts. But we must think about the original intent. Many think of marriage as simply happiness for yourself. But it’s not just that—its original intent is for the maximum glory of God. When you marry, you become one.
· My heart was aching as a pastor thinking about this. Maybe some of your family members are involved in these things. It’s rare among our church alumni, though I’m hearing that there are couples who are divorced. My heart aches for these alumni of CFC and some of my friends. You need to examine your heart. The best way to prepare for marriage is committing to the Lord. Be faithful in character. Don’t be selfish. Be able to deny yourself and live for God. Help others. Serve others. Stay true to your words. That’s the best way to prepare for your marriage.
· Do some of you have potential for divorce? Oh yes. Is it possible that we can remain godly in this and be faithful to picture the gospel? I say, “May God give you special grace to glorify God.” If some of your friends or relatives are in trouble, pray that God will be glorified in their relationships. 


Closing Songs

Everlasting God (One thing I know…)
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