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I. What is the Original Purpose of Marriage
Matthew 19:4-6  4“Haven’t you read,” he replied, “that at the beginning the Creator ‘made them male and female,’ 5and said, ‘For this reason a man will leave his father and mother and be united to his wife, and the two will become one flesh’? 6So they are no longer two, but one. Therefore what God has joined together, let man not separate.” 

Genesis 1:27  

Genesis 2:24 

A. Trinity
1. The unity and love of the persons
2. The equality of the persons
3. The distinction of the persons
B. The Gospel
Ephesians 5:31-32  31“For this reason a man will leave his father and mother and be united to his wife, and the two will become one flesh.” 32This is a profound mystery — but I am talking about Christ and the church. 

II. What is Commanded About Marriage in the Fallen World?
A. The question
Matthew 19:3  Some Pharisees came to him to test him. They asked, “Is it lawful for a man to divorce his wife for any and every reason?” 

B. The original intention
Matthew 19:4-6  4“Haven’t you read,” he replied, “that at the beginning the Creator ‘made them male and female,’ 5and said, ‘For this reason a man will leave his father and mother and be united to his wife, and the two will become one flesh’? 6So they are no longer two, but one. Therefore what God has joined together, let man not separate.” 

C. The adjustment question
Matthew 19:7-8  7“Why then,” they asked, “did Moses command that a man give his wife a certificate of divorce and send her away?” 8Jesus replied, “Moses permitted you to divorce your wives because your hearts were hard. But it was not this way from the beginning. 

D. The exception - divorce
Matthew 19:9  I tell you that anyone who divorces his wife, except for marital unfaithfulness, and marries another woman commits adultery.”
E. The pyramid of the original intent of marriage
Matthew 19:10-12  10The disciples said to him, “If this is the situation between a husband and wife, it is better not to marry.” 11Jesus replied, “Not everyone can accept this word, but only those to whom it has been given. 12For some are eunuchs because they were born that way; others were made that way by men; and others have renounced marriage because of the kingdom of heaven. The one who can accept this should accept it.” 
1. Keep the original intent
2. Stay close to it
3. Anything else is permission and adjustment for the original intent
III. When is Divorce Allowed?
Matthew 5:32  But I tell you that anyone who divorces [apoluo] his wife, except for marital unfaithfulness, [porneia] causes her to become an adulteress, and anyone who marries the divorced woman commits adultery. 

Matthew 19:9  I tell you that anyone who divorces [apoluo] his wife, except for marital unfaithfulness, [porneia] and marries another woman commits adultery.”

Matthew 15:19  For out of the heart come evil thoughts, murder, adultery [moicheia], sexual immorality [porneia], theft, false testimony, slander.

Matthew 1:19  Because Joseph her husband was a righteous man and did not want to expose her to public disgrace, he had in mind to divorce [apoluo] her quietly. [Same word]

1 Corinthians 7:15  But if the unbeliever leaves, let him do so. A believing man or woman is not bound in such circumstances; God has called us to live in peace.
IV. When is Remarriage Allowed?
A. Matthew 5:32 and 19:9 – no remarriage allowed
Matthew 5:32  But I tell you that anyone who divorces his wife, except for marital unfaithfulness, causes her to become an adulteress, and anyone who marries the divorced woman commits adultery. 

Matthew 19:9 
B. Luke 16:18 and Mark 10:11-12 – no exception clause in other passages
Luke 16:18  “Anyone who divorces his wife and marries another woman commits adultery, and the man who marries a divorced woman commits adultery. 

Mark 10:11-12  11He answered, “Anyone who divorces his wife and marries another woman commits adultery against her. 12And if she divorces her husband and marries another man, she commits adultery.”

C. Special grace
Matthew 19:10-12 

1 Corinthians 7:10-11  10To the married I give this command (not I, but the Lord): A wife must not separate from her husband. 11But if she does, she must remain unmarried or else be reconciled to her husband. And a husband must not divorce his wife.

D. Deuteronomy 24:1-4
Deuteronomy 24:1-4  1If a man marries a woman who becomes displeasing to him because he finds something indecent about her, and he writes her a certificate of divorce, gives it to her and sends her from his house,  2and if after she leaves his house she becomes the wife of another man, 3and her second husband dislikes her and writes her a certificate of divorce, gives it to her and sends her from his house, or if he dies, 4then her first husband, who divorced her, is not allowed to marry her again after she has been defiled. That would be detestable in the eyes of the LORD. Do not bring sin upon the land the LORD your God is giving you as an inheritance.
E. 1 Corinthians 7:39 – the only exception for remarriage
1 Corinthians 7:39  A wife is bound to her husband as long as he lives. If the husband dies, she is free to be married to whom she wishes, only in the Lord.

V. The Summary
A. Singleness   B. Marriage   C. Divorce   D. Remarriage   E. The personal pyramid
Single/married/Biblically divorced [Desertion]/Biblically remarried [Death]

Illegitimately divorced – forgiveness and stay single

Illegitimately remarried – forgiveness and stay married
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