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20 Once, having been asked by the Pharisees when the kingdom of God would come, Jesus replied, "The kingdom of God does not come with your careful observation, 21 nor will people say, 'Here it is,' or 'There it is,' because the kingdom of God is within you." 22 Then he said to his disciples, "The time is coming when you will long to see one of the days of the Son of Man, but you will not see it. 23 Men will tell you, 'There he is!' or 'Here he is!' Do not go running off after them. 24 For the Son of Man in his day will be like the lightning, which flashes and lights up the sky from one end to the other. 25 But first he must suffer many things and be rejected by this generation.  26 "Just as it was in the days of Noah, so also will it be in the days of the Son of Man. 27 People were eating, drinking, marrying and being given in marriage up to the day Noah entered the ark. Then the flood came and destroyed them all. 28 "It was the same in the days of Lot. People were eating and drinking, buying and selling, planting and building. 29 But the day Lot left Sodom, fire and sulfur rained down from heaven and destroyed them all. 30 "It will be just like this on the day the Son of Man is revealed. 31 On that day no one who is on the roof of his house, with his goods inside, should go down to get them. Likewise, no one in the field should go back for anything. 32 Remember Lot's wife! 33 Whoever tries to keep his life will lose it, and whoever loses his life will preserve it. 34 I tell you, on that night two people will be in one bed; one will be taken and the other left. 35 Two women will be grinding grain together; one will be taken and the other left." 37 "Where, Lord?" they asked. He replied, "Where there is a dead body, there the vultures will gather."
Pastor Min’s Africa Trip Summary
· Every year, I go to a few places to train pastors. I was in Kenya for one week and in Ethiopia for another week. I’ve been going to Africa for the last ten years to train pastors. There are many graduates all over Kenya planting churches and sending missionaries to other countries. 
· This year’s team consisted of many people of different nationalities. There was a Korean lady who started a missions organization called Holitizen (Holy + Citizen). She gathers together mothers to pray for different places. She was in Africa to teach about prayer.

· There was also another lady named Grace. She helps Missionary Lee with administrative things because he’s a good visionary, but a terrible administrator. She ran everything behind the scenes. 
· We were working with one of the biggest denominations in that country, which consisted of 8,000 churches. It was called Kalihun which means “Word of Life”. We went to one of the eight regions that consisted of 1,200 churches. We taught about 600 people (400 pastors and 200 missionaries). Missionary Lee led mountain prayer meeting movements. At the least there were 10,000 people who attended these prayer meetings. 
· The presence of God in Ethiopia is unbelievable. People are going crazy, praising and worshipping. The audience consisted of famous singers in the country, famous evangelists, politicians etc. 

· This man is an expert in the Qu’ran. He lived in Iran for twenty years but he got kicked out. Every chance he got, he was talking about Muslims and the Qu’ran.

· These three guys a bit younger than me, but they are prominent leaders of their denomination. At CFC, we give 50% to missions. We will support these three people by helping them get Masters of Education in those countries. Through our church’s frugality, we have saved money to give to these people. 
· These are the political leaders of the region. When Missionary Lee was in Ethiopia, he was building a bridge for the town. This man was in charge of the bridge. He is the number two person in the region, politically. Missionary Lee has built relationships with these types of people. We don’t know what will happen with the relationships, but we keep building relationships in hopes that God may use them for His Kingdom. 
· There’s a huge famous Korean Church called Young Sun which built a hospital in Ethiopia. When it began, our team went and we prayed over the place. Now, the hospital is finished and God is using the hospital to draw many doctors from other parts of the world to work there. 
Introduction
· Chapter 14 talks about the feast that is coming. Chapter 15 talks about the pursuit of God. Chapter 16 talks about how we ought to live as people who are waiting, especially concerning the use of our money and the attitude of our hearts. Chapter 17 talks about the attitude we should have while awaiting for his return. 
· Chapter 17, verses 20-21 addresses the Pharisees. Verses 22 and on address the disciples.

I. The Timing of the Kingdom [20-22]
A. Now
1. Luke 17:20-21 says, “20 Once, having been asked by the Pharisees, ‘when’ the kingdom of God would come, Jesus replied, ‘The kingdom of God does not come with your careful observation, 21 nor will people say, ‘Here it is,’ or ‘There it is,’ because the kingdom of God is within you.’”

2. In some sense, the Kingdom of God has come into this world, yet it has not fully come. The fullness of the manifestation of the kingdom will come when Jesus returns. The only problem is when the Old Testament predicts Jesus’ coming, it talks about a King that is coming. The people didn’t understand that Jesus was coming in two phases of the kingdom. People expected a political ruler in His first return. They expected Jesus to come and overthrow the Roman government. Jesus warns and corrects those wrong thoughts through this passage.

3. The Pharisees were expecting a visible kingdom, or a material king who would free from them from the Roman government. Jesus is saying the kingdom of God is not visible. The kingdom of God is within you. The Kingdom of God is within you can be translated among you. 
4. Jesus is correcting their misconception about the Kingdom. It’s not a visible or political kingdom. It’s a spiritual, invisible one. When you have a relationship with Jesus, you are in the Kingdom of God. 

5. Do you have a relationship with Jesus Christ? 

B. Not yet

1. Luke 17:22 says, “Then he said to his disciples, ‘The time is coming when you will long to see one of the days of the Son of Man, but you will not see it.’”

2. He’s talking about the visible presence of the Kingdom. He is telling them that is it not here yet but is encouraging them that it is coming. The culmination and full manifestation and revelation of the Kingdom will come through the second coming of Jesus Christ.

3. What attitude should we have? We must be patient. Though we live in a visible world, our hearts, we must live in His Kingdom. In the midst of it, the invisible king will be shown through our lives.
4. The phrase Son of Man comes from Daniel 13-14. Daniel prophesizes that God will come in authority in the second coming of Jesus Christ. 
5. The last passage talks about the leper that returns. If the kingdom of God is in you, you will be filled with gratitude. His kingdom is not a forceful kingdom. It’s a kingdom of love, grace, and forgiveness. Even if you live in the most difficult country in the world, your heart would be filled with gratitude because you have Jesus Christ. Even though we live in a suffering, sin-filled world, we transcend suffering and difficulties, and live joyfully because Jesus Christ is pouring His grace into our hearts.

II. The Way of the King’s Coming [23-25]
When Jesus entered Jerusalem, people worshipped him, expecting that he would bring about a visible kingdom.
A. Not the way he’ll come
1. Luke 17:23 says, “Men will tell you, ‘There he is!’ or ‘Here he is!’ Do not go running off after them.”

2. You have to learn how to discern. He’s not a political ruler or a visible king yet. He’s a spiritual, invisible king for now. 
B. The way he will come

1. Luke 17:24 says, “For the Son of Man in his day will be like the lightning, which flashes and lights up the sky from one end to the other.”

2. The point is, He will come suddenly. He will come like lightning. You need to live ready for His second coming. There will be global awareness of His coming.
C. The two comings – comparisons

1. Luke 17:25 says, “But first he must suffer many things and be rejected by this generation.”

	The first coming
	The second coming

	Local coming
	Global coming

	Suffering servant
	Conquering King

	Brought the kingdom invisibly
	Will bring the kingdom visibly


2. Conquering King means every knee will bow and every tongue will confess that Jesus Christ is Lord.
3. During the second coming everyone will be judged according to their deeds. We deserve wrath and justice, but Jesus Christ died on our behalf as us. If you don’t have Christ vying for you, you’re in trouble because you will need to take care of your own sins before God.
4. Do not be deceived, there will be consequences to your sins. Even on earth, God provides us with consequences so that we will learn to hate sin, leading us towards the love of God. Do not be deceived that God is only forgiving and loving – God is also a just God. We must not only live in gratitude of mercy, but we also need to live in holy fear. A holy fear that will lead to reverence, worship and honor of God.

5. A lot of times, we forget this aspect of God. As we grow older, get a job and have a family and children, we forget the fact that the judgment of God is coming. Be careful of not fearing God. Make sure your heart does not get old. Make sure your heart is always striving for purity. Make sure you are seeking to please Him in every sphere of your life.
III. The Condition of the People [26-30]
There was a period of judgment each during Noah and Lot’s days.
A. Noah’s days
1. Luke 17:26-27 says, “26 ‘Just as it was in the days of Noah, so also will it be in the days of the Son of Man. 27 People were eating, drinking, marrying and being given in marriage up to the day Noah entered the ark. Then the flood came and destroyed them all.’”

2. They were eating, drinking, and marrying until the flood came. 

B. Lot’s days

1. Luke 17:28-30 says, “28 ‘It was the same in the days of Lot. People were eating and drinking, buying and selling, planting and building. 29 But the day Lot left Sodom, fire and sulfur rained down from heaven and destroyed them all. 30 ‘It will be just like this on the day the Son of Man is revealed.’”

2. During Lot’s days, people were also eating, drinking, buying, selling, planting, and building. In both cases, both places were destroyed. The only difference is that one was with water, and the other was with fire. 
3. There is nothing wrong with eating, drinking, marrying, buying, selling, planting, and building yet this verse draws our attention to these mundane occurrences. In fact, the people in Lot’s time committed even more atrocious sins. They wanted to rape the angels who visited Lot. This is because for the Jews, their sin was indifference. Their hearts were away from God.

4. The Pharisees and teachers of the law were visibly in the kingdom of God. But invisibly, they were away from the kingdom of God. They were living in apathy with no love for the kingdom of God or for His people. If our focus is on material objects - what we eat, what we drink - for our own selfish end, then we are just as sinful as the people in Noah and Lot’s days. God’s wrath is coming in the same magnitude. 

5. Are you living for the Lord in your heart? In your family, your work, your drinking, your eating, is your heart purely living for Him? We must live with a purposeful passion for God. Desiring to live for God, praying for those in the world. We pray for the people that are lost locally and also globally. He has to be the reason we do everything.

6. Do not live in purposeless apathy. Live in purposeful passion. The only problem is when you see people eating, drinking, buying for the kingdom, and when you see people eating, drinking, buying for themselves, they look the same. God sees the heart, though. In the midst of your everyday chores, are you living for the kingdom of God?
IV. The Judgment of the King’s Return [31-37]
The problem is with the heart. Take Lot’s wife for example.
A. The affection

1. Luke 17:31-33 says, “31 On that day no one who is on the roof of his house, with his goods inside, should go down to get them. Likewise, no one in the field should go back for anything. 32 Remember Lot’s wife! 33 Whoever tries to keep his life will lose it, and whoever loses his life will preserve it.”

2. The instructions given to Lot and his family were not to look back. However, Lot’s wife looked back and became a pillar of salt. This passage tells us to remember Lot’s wife. She started to flee Sodom and Gomorrah but her heart was still there. Likewise you could be here physically, but your heart is at a football game.

3. J.C. Ryle said, “That look was a little thing, but it told of a secret love of the world in Lot’s wife. Her heart was in Sodom, though her body was outside. She had left her affections behind when she fled from her home. Her eye turned to the place where her treasure was.”

4. We need to love the giver, not the gift. Our heart has to be in the right place. Everything we have, we must use for the Kingdom.

B. The distinction

1. Luke 17:34-35 says, “34 I tell you, on that night two people will be in one bed; one will be taken and the other left. 35 Two women will be grinding grain together; one will be taken and the other left.”

2. Do you love Jesus or do you love yourself? Do you love the giver or the gift?

3. There was one group in verse 34 that was sleeping and another group that was working in verse 35. There will be a separation. One will be taken away in deliverance and the other will be punished for eternity.

4. What’s in your heart? I do not know. I can speculate, but I do not know. My job as a pastor is to make sure that you’re in the right place and your affection is to long for His return.
C. The certainty

1. Luke 17:37 says, “‘Where, Lord?’ they asked.  He replied, ‘Where there is a dead body, there the vultures will gather.’”

2. Where in this context is very vague. Are they asking where they will return, where judgment is, or where they will be taken? 

3. The point Jesus is trying to make here is, “Don’t worry, you will know when I return for a second time.” I was always worried I would miss the rapture when it happens but Jesus reassures us we won’t miss it. None of us will miss it. There will be certainty when it comes. In the mean time, you need to have a holy fear, live for His kingdom. 
Conclusion

· Dr. Joseph Stowell, the President of Moody Bible Institute, once visited a home for mentally challenged children that was operated by a Christian friend. Noticing the children’s handprints on the windows, Dr. Stowell remarked about them to his friend. “Oh, those.” He replied. “The children here love Jesus and they’re so eager for Him to return that they lean against the windows as they look up at the sky.” That’s not a retarded way to live! May we all imitate those simple children by making sure that we are in Christ’s present kingdom and by faithfully awaiting His soon coming future kingdom!
· I don’t know how many times I say to my own heart, “Jesus, I am yours. I’m just your servant. I’m just your child. Strengthen me. Empower me. Help me to serve you.” Though at times, my heart doesn’t want to submit to that prayer, I keep doing it. I slowly get off of my throne and in my place, He sits. 
· Recommit yourself to the King. If you live for your own happiness, you might be happy for a little while, but you’ll end up miserable. If you live for His glory, you’ll be happy eternally. Let Him sit on the throne room of your heart. Do that in your school, your work, in your family, and when you are alone, do that when you’re in sin.

