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11 Now on his way to Jerusalem, Jesus traveled along the border between Samaria and Galilee. 12 As he was going into a village, ten men who had leprosy met him. They stood at a distance 13 and called out in a loud voice, "Jesus, Master, have pity on us!" 14 When he saw them, he said, "Go, show yourselves to the priests." And as they went, they were cleansed. 15 One of them, when he saw he was healed, came back, praising God in a loud voice. 16 He threw himself at Jesus' feet and thanked him—and he was a Samaritan.  17 Jesus asked, "Were not all ten cleansed? Where are the other nine? 18 Was no one found to return and give praise to God except this foreigner?" 19 Then he said to him, "Rise and go; your faith has made you well." 20 Once, having been asked by the Pharisees when the kingdom of God would come, Jesus replied, "The kingdom of God does not come with your careful observation, 21 nor will people say, 'Here it is,' or 'There it is,' because the kingdom of God is within you."
Introduction

· There’s a story of a man lost at sea. Later, in describing the experience, he shared how frightened he was and how he even finally knelt and prayed. Someone asked, “Did God answer your prayer?” “Oh, no,” the man replied. “No, before God had a chance, a lifeguard came to save me.” It’s a simple story, but sometimes we don’t understand how God provides for in ordinary things. Understanding the sovereignty of God, everything in our lives is given by Him. Sure some people don’t have certain things but we have to learn to be thankful.
· In this passage there are ten lepers, but only one came back to thank Jesus. Paul writes in Philippians 4:12 in the midst of difficult times, “I know what it is to be in need, and I know what it is to have plenty. I have learned the secret of being content in any and every situation, whether well fed or hungry, whether living in plenty or in want.” The key phrase I want us to understand is I learned to be content. You have to learn to be thankful, just as you learn to study or play a musical instrument. 
· 2 Timothy 1:2-3 says, “2 To Timothy, my dear son: Grace, mercy and peace from God the Father and Christ Jesus our Lord. 3 I thank God, whom I serve, as my forefathers did, with a clear conscience, as night and day I constantly remember you in my prayers.” People will be lovers of themselves, boastful, abusive, disobedient to their parents, or ungrateful. It affects our facial expressions, our attitudes, and what we do in our lives. When people look at us and assume that’s what it’s like to be a Christian, then maybe they don’t want to be. I’m not asking you to pretend or fake happiness, but genuinely, in the midst of hard times, learn to be thankful in Christ. 
I. Why Aren’t We Thankful?
Luke 17:9-10 says, “9 Would he thank the servant because he did what he was told to do? 10 So you also, when you have done everything you were told to do, should say, ‘We are unworthy servants; we have only done our duty.’”
A. The word thank gives a connection from the previous passage to this one. I use this verse when I’m not appreciative/complaining. It says we are unworthy servants; we have only done our duty. Jesus is teaching that we’re servants and must always teach God, not expecting God/people to appreciate us, but instead we should be thankful to serve. But we’re not thankful because we want to be the master and want to be served. We don’t want to be servants, but we want to be God and receive His glory. That’s why Satan and Adam sinned. We have Adam’s proud, selfish DNA in us. What happens when you do something for others and they don’t thank you? Why do you get upset, angry, or depressed? It’s because you want to be king and master. We should be doing things to serve Christ, because we are servants. 

II. Why Should We be Thankful?
Luke 17:11-13 says, “11 Now on his way to Jerusalem, Jesus traveled along the border between Samaria and Galilee. 12 As he was going into a village, ten men who had leprosy met him. They stood at a distance 13 and called out in a loud voice, ‘Jesus, Master, have pity on us!’”
Luke 17:15 says, “One of them, when he saw he was healed, came back, praising God in a loud voice.”
A. We are spiritual lepers
1. Those with leprosy lose the ability to feel pain, as the nerves are affected, muscles waste away, and tendons contract. Since you don’t feel anything, the disease’s symptoms lead to disfigurement/deterioration and you start to lose body parts. The Bible says we’re like spiritual lepers, meaning we don’t feel the pain/consequence of our sin. When there’s pain, we change things. But we don’t have guilt/conscious acknowledgment of how we offend God. 

2. Lepers had their own village to live in. When there was a leper on the other side of the street, they had to declare that they’re unclean, as in Leviticus 13. Because we are sick and can’t feel the guilt in our hearts of offending God, we also are separated from Him. Lepers could not go into the temples to worship. We cannot go to worship, because we are spiritual lepers in rebellion against God.

B. We cried out

1. But the hopeful thing is that the lepers cry out. They say, “Master, have pity on us!” Jesus stops. There are some people that I try to stop when I play basketball, but they’re so much bigger and they run over me. I can’t stop them. But here’s Jesus, the King of the universe, who stops when a sinner cries out for mercy. This unstoppable God chooses to stop to heal the lepers. That’s what we must do. We can’t stop them by force, but we can cry out for mercy because Jesus Christ has that soft spot for mercy. 
C. We are returning

1. In this passage, the phrase came back (return) is used twice. Of the 35 times it’s used in the New Testament, Luke uses it 32 times, because he is thinking about humanity running away from God. It’s like Adam hiding from God as soon as he sins, yet God pursues after Adam. Jesus’ generation includes those who will return to God, just like the prodigal son who is coming back to the Father. That’s the picture of the gospel of Luke and humanity.
2. Lepers who are outcasts or away from the Lord are in the process of returning to Him. There are times, because we have two natures, when we may run away from God, but this is the picture of the lepers returning to Him. In the process of our whole lives, we are coming back to God. Jesus Christ chased after us and we are coming back to the Father through Him.

3. Why should we be thankful? Because we deserve the worst/eternal wrath. But not only did we get no punishment, but we got the best reward (going to heaven)/eternal grace. Why aren’t we thankful? Because we want to be kings. 

III. To Whom Should We be Thankful?
Luke 17:15-16 says, “15 One of them, when he saw he was healed, came back, praising God in a loud voice. 16 He threw himself at Jesus’ feet and thanked him — and he was a Samaritan.”
1 Corinthians 15:57 says, “But thanks be to God! He gives us the victory through our Lord Jesus Christ.”
2 Corinthians 2:14 says, “But thanks be to God, who always leads us in triumphal procession in Christ and through us spreads everywhere the fragrance of the knowledge of him.”

2 Corinthians 9:15 says, “Thanks be to God for his indescribable gift!”

Colossians 1:11b-14 says, “Joyfully giving thanks to the Father, who has qualified you to share in the inheritance of the saints in the kingdom of light. For he has rescued us from the dominion of darkness and brought us into the kingdom of the Son he loves, in whom we have redemption, the forgiveness of sins.”
Colossians 3:17 says, “And whatever you do, whether in word or deed, do it all in the name of the Lord Jesus, giving thanks to God the Father through him.”

A. In each of these verses, the writer praises God the Father, and then Jesus. When we thank God, we thank God the Father, we thank God the Son, and the Holy Spirit. It’s not blasphemy to thank the three parts of the Trinity. But most of the times when you look at the Scripture, we thank God the Father for our Lord Jesus Christ. 

B. The Bible is saying that God has the same love for you as He has for Jesus, because Jesus died in our place, so we can have relationship with the Father. 

IV. What Should I do to be Thankful?
Luke 17:14 says, “When he saw them, he said, ‘Go, show yourselves to the priests.’ And as they went, they were cleansed.”
A. At this moment in verse 14, they’re not thankful yet. Perhaps they were wondering: why am I a leper? Why don’t our families visit us? Why are we forced into leper colonies? When Jesus says, “Go, show yourselves to the priests” He’s making a reference to Leviticus 14, where these people had to be examined by priests. If they were cured, the priests would declare they were cured and they could be reunited to their family. By faith, a cured leper had to go on this journey. Even though the 10 lepers weren’t initially thankful, they listen to the words of Jesus and somewhere in there, they’re cured. But only one of them comes back. 
B. Think about the eternal perspective. Sure, 80-90 years is difficult. But even if you’re the person who goes through the most suffering in the history of mankind, if you find Christ, the rest of eternity will be joy. All the other voices that make us complain are the king-wannabe words. We have to listen to Jesus in order to move in the direction of gratitude. Satan wants to affect you. We listen to other people with complaining hearts and then it comes into your heart. Do you want to be like the nine lepers or the one leper who returns to give thanks? What do you want to hear – encouragement or rebuke? What makes you want to live for God or makes you run away from God so you can be worshipped and honored? After you spend time with people that affect you, do they make you want to get closer to God or run away further from God? Hang around people that help you to think about Jesus. 

C. You still have that desire in you. You have the DNA of the Spirit in you and whatever goes into your mind stimulates those desires. Praise the Lord that this desire that wants to be king will be gone when Jesus Christ returns, but until then, we need to focus on the thoughts that will stimulate the desire to worship Jesus the King of the universe. Slowly but surely, in the midst of your circumstances (which may or may not change), then you can still be thankful.
D. It’s the thoughts and voices of the nine that are worldly rather than the one who is thankful to the Lord who is really thinking with biblical thoughts. Fix your eyes on Jesus through the Word of God and learn to think like that to stimulate your spiritual desires to be thankful.

V. How Should I Thank?
Luke 17:15-16 says, “15 One of them, when he saw he was healed, came back, praising God in a loud voice. 16 He threw himself at Jesus’ feet and thanked him — and he was a Samaritan.”
A. A loud voice in Greek is mega-phonos. This guy had a megaphone, which displays how we have to thank God with all your heart. How? When the Word of God goes into your mind and heart and that becomes the predominant reality in your spiritual realm, thinking process, emotional realm, and in your body, all the faculties of your being will be a megaphone of God.
B. Many think that Christian gratitude is that we get nothing and we’re thankful. It’s true in some sense. But Christian gratitude doesn’t come when we get nothing; it’s when we get spiritual desire from a heavenly perspective. The bread of this world just makes you rot, but the bread of heaven makes you thankful and joyful in the midst of difficult times. Learn to think the right things and receive God’s grace in the midst of hard times. No matter what we go through, He will still pour into us His grace, mercy, and kindness to give strength to go on. There, in that process, you’re learning to be thankful and more Christ-like. Then it overflows in the megaphone/loud voice. 

C. One of God’s faithful missionaries, Allen Gardiner, experienced many physical difficulties and hardships throughout his service to the Savior. Despite his troubles, he said, “While God gives me strength, failure will not daunt me.” In 1851, at the age of 57, he died of disease and starvation while serving on an Island on the tip of South America. When his body was found, his diary lay nearby. It bore the record of hunger, thirst, wounds, and loneliness. The last entry in his little book showed the struggle of his shaking hand as he tried to write legibly. It read, “I am overwhelmed by a sense of the goodness of God.” Is this a person of starvation or a person of feasting? Starvation is something on earth, yet Gardiner was feasting before he died on heavenly fruit. He was full of Jesus Christ. His megaphone writing was small. But it speaks to us loudly.

VI. How Should I Avoid Being Thankless?
Luke 17:17-18 says, “17 Jesus asked, ‘Were not all ten cleansed? Where are the other nine? 18 Was no one found to return and give praise to God except this foreigner?’”
A. We have to learn to focus on the right gift - Jesus Christ. The nine focused on the healing and the one focused on the Healer. Even after the one got healed, he wanted more of Jesus. 

B. Foreigner means Gentiles. God first chose the Jews, but they weren’t thankful and thought they deserved something. But here’s this Samaritan (a half-Jew) who comes back. This is a rebuke to the Jews who need to be thankful to serve Christ. We have to be thankful so we won’t be like the Pharisees, but like the one Samaritan, being thankful and understanding that we have received the grace of God.

C. What do we concentrate on besides God? In the mundane moments you need to learn to train yourself to be thankful, because God is still giving you so many reasons to be. Why do you pray for a regular thing like food? Because He gave to us. It’s very hard for me to be thankful when I lose basketball games—which is rare ( But when I’m coming home miserable I say, “Thank you, Lord, for not getting me run over by a big guy on the basketball court. Thank you that at this age I can still run.” Don’t focus on what you’re not getting. When troubled people come into your life, thank Him that God has given you an opportunity to minister to them. When we focus on troubled circumstances, we hope for better ones with bitterness on the present circumstances. Just be thankful that God’s in your life in the midst of those troubled circumstances too.

D. Philippians 4:11-12 says, “11 I am not saying this because I am in need, for I have learned to be content whatever the circumstances. 12 I know what it is to be in need, and I know what it is to have plenty. I have learned the secret of being content in any and every situation, whether well fed or hungry, whether living in plenty or in want.”
E. Philippians 4:8 says, “Finally, brothers, whatever is true, whatever is noble, whatever is right, whatever is pure, whatever is lovely, whatever is admirable—if anything is excellent or praiseworthy—think about such things.” Think about Jesus and think about what He’s doing in your life.
F. In the good times, you need to be thankful. Somebody said, “The greatest hindrance in us going to God is us receiving blessings” because many times, we get what we want. In My Utmost for His Highest Oswald Chambers writes, “The great difficulty spiritually is to concentrate on God, and it is His blessings that make it difficult. Troubles nearly always make us look to God; His blessings are apt to make us look elsewhere.” Especially when you’re happy, check why you’re joyful. What are you joyful about? When you’re unhappy, you know what you want. When you’re happy, is God what you wanted? Is He at the center of your gratitude? Are you only seeking God so you can get what you want? Perhaps it was that attractive spouse. In the midst of hard times, you may be seeking God. But when you’re happy and then don’t seek God, maybe it’s not Him you were really seeking in the first place.  
G. This leper came back to Jesus and it generated more of a desire to follow Him. How should I avoid being thankless? Fix your eyes on Jesus. Be hungry for Him. Whether you’re fed or not in an earthly sense, seek for the feasting of Christ. That’s our spiritual food for the rest of eternity in the heart of faith, love, and hope.

VII. What Does Being Thankful Show?
Luke 17:19-21 says, “19 Then he said to him, ‘Rise and go; your faith has made you well.’ 20 Once, having been asked by the Pharisees when the kingdom of God would come, Jesus replied, ‘The kingdom of God does not come with your careful observation, 21 nor will people say, ‘Here it is,’ or ‘There it is,’ because the kingdom of God is within you.’”
A. Thankfulness is a good indicator of your spiritual health. Health isn’t measured by how much you do, but whether you’re thankful, so that whatever you do has the flavor of gratitude. If it does, it there is spiritual power and Jesus Christ is being transferred through grateful service. When you have faith, you receive grace. When you receive grace, you’re thankful and there’s overflow of the bread of life. Who had faith? This one leper. The Samaritans and Jews didn’t. Nine went to human priests and were declared well physically, but only one went to Jesus and was declared spiritually well. Only Jesus Christ can break down the spiritual barriers. When you’re not thankful the problem is that your heart is not in a condition of faith or humility to receive grace, which is why you don’t have power and strength. This means you ought to be humble. 

B. The Masai tribe in West Africa has an unusual way of saying thank you: They bow, put their forehead on the ground, and say, “My head is in the dirt.” When you’re proud and thinking “I want” or “I deserve”, you can’t be thankful and overwhelmed with the goodness of God. Verses 20-21 show you’re in the kingdom and the kingdom of God is in you (when you’re thankful).
Conclusion

· Are you healthy? Are you sick? You need to be pray that I won’t get sick physically and I won’t get sick spiritually.
· Charles Spurgeon was sharing the gospel with a talkative woman and when she begins to understand the good news, she says, “Oh Mr. Spurgeon, if Christ saves me, he will never hear the end of it!” I hope she found Christ. She spoke beyond her understanding, because such praise will be the eternal occupation of the redeemed.
· My daughter and I saw the movie Everlasting Moments a few weeks ago—it’s not so exciting, but the meaning behind it is good. A 19 year old working class woman wins a camera in a raffle and wants to take a photo with her husband to be. This camera causes her to marry him, because he wouldn’t take the picture unless they married. The husband was generally good, but he was an alcoholic and beat her. However, she never left the husband and faithfully raised her seven children. When she wins the camera, she has the incredible ability to capture joyful moments. At the end of the movie, her daughter narrates, not understanding why her mother didn’t leave her father. Eventually, she realizes that the camera was her mother’s eyes—what she was thinking and focusing in on. While there were moments of difficulty and suffering, she focused on the joyful, everlasting moments. That’s how she was faithful to the marriage and her children. It’s a simple lesson for us. We have hard times and good times, but do we know how to capture those everlasting moments in our lives? The Bible is that camera with a Kingdom vision. We need to have those eyes. If this woman can find joy with the wicked husband, how much more should the bride (us) be thankful for the bridegroom of Christ?
· Yesterday, my daughter started talking gibberish. Usually I say, “Yeah, yeah” while I’m thinking about a sermon. But this time she was so obnoxious I had to listen to the content of what she was saying. “I want to fly and I want to read people’s minds,” she said. Why? “Because when people say stuff, I don’t really know what they really mean.” I said, “You know what? Those things will happen because when Jesus Christ returns, we will fly to Him and when we get to heaven we will all know each other so well we will know the intent of our hearts for one another.” Then she goes, “Will we know each other? Will you still be my dad?” I said, “We’ll probably be like brothers and sisters in Christ.” “Dad! No. I’m still going to call you dad in heaven.” I was thankful. She likes me being her dad. At that moment, she desired heaven a little bit more, because she’s going to fly and know the minds of other people ( I took a snapshot of that moment, and that’s going to be one of those everlasting moments in my life. We may go through hard times now, but I’m going to focus on the everlasting moments of the Lord.

· He’s always with us. Learn to see Him. Learn to see Him in every moment. Learn to see the one who gives you strength. Learn to see the one who loves you with eternal love. Don’t focus on king-wannabe things. Focus on the King. You can do it in Christ. Thank Him. Praise Him. Worship Him. Be “overwhelmed with the goodness of God.” It’s the reality of the ones who are in Christ.

Closing Songs: 
Everlasting God (One thing I know…)
Message of the Cross
