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1 Jesus said to his disciples: "Things that cause people to sin are bound to come, but woe to that person through whom they come. 2 It would be better for him to be thrown into the sea with a millstone tied around his neck than for him to cause one of these little ones to sin. 3 So watch yourselves. "If your brother sins, rebuke him, and if he repents, forgive him. 4 If he sins against you seven times in a day, and seven times comes back to you and says, 'I repent,' forgive him." 5 The apostles said to the Lord, "Increase our faith!" 6 He replied, "If you have faith as small as a mustard seed, you can say to this mulberry tree, 'Be uprooted and planted in the sea,' and it will obey you. 7 "Suppose one of you had a servant plowing or looking after the sheep. Would he say to the servant when he comes in from the field, 'Come along now and sit down to eat'? 8 Would he not rather say, 'Prepare my supper, get yourself ready and wait on me while I eat and drink; after that you may eat and drink'? 9 Would he thank the servant because he did what he was told to do? 10 So you also, when you have done everything you were told to do, should say, 'We are unworthy servants; we have only done our duty.' "
Introduction

· Did you know they have plastic protectors to plug in sockets, so kids won’t put their finger into it? A lot of kids must do that for people to have invented it. If you understand kids, though, you’d understand why they invented it. There are so many things parents do to help and care for kids because kids don’t know better. We are like that as Christians. There are many things we need warnings for; otherwise we are led to dangerous territories. There are many, “Watch out!” moments in our spiritual lives. As disciples, God tells us to be careful of certain things. As we learn, we also need to teach others to help others to grow. I believe this passage is one of those “watch out” teachings.

· Chapter 15 was about God’s relationship to us, how He pursues and finds us. Chapter 16 is about our relationship with the world. As God pursues after us, we need to use all the resources given to us (including financial resources) to gain friends for heaven. Chapter 17 talks about our relationship with one another in the church of Jesus Christ. He’s saying, “Watch out!” in terms of our relationship with one another as believers. 

· If someone came up to me and said CFC is filled with nice people. I would jokingly tell them to just wait awhile. The truth is, if someone hasn’t offended you yet, he will. We are selfish people. We are sinners. Marriage is a good example. Sometimes I see couples so in love with each other, giving flowers and candy, saying, “You’re the man of my dreams”. But when they come in for marriage counseling years later, there is no flower or candy, because people will disappoint you.
· This is because we’re sinners living with sinful nature, with our selfishness. We want to be served rather than to serve. We want to be masters rather than servants. Before we can impact the world, we have to learn to be Christ-like servants. We have to take care of our relationships with one another to picture the full gospel. We have to watch ourselves. We have to be in tune with Jesus and learn to be servants. 
· The passage talks about four aspects of discipleship as we are in a community with each other. We are a family in Jesus Christ. The difference between a secular and a Christian organization is not that the Christian one doesn’t have problems. We still have problems, but the difference is that we take care of one another, we are learning to love, accept, and forgive each other. Are you acting like someone who is secular or someone who wants to be like Jesus?
I. Watch Out: You Might Cause Other People to Sin [1-2]
A. For Christians
Luke 17:1 says, “Jesus said to his disciples: ‘Things that cause people to sin are bound to come, but woe to that person through whom they come.’”
1. Jesus was talking to his disciples, so this is for Christians. He is describing how we ought to live at home, in the body of Christ, with our small groups and our roommates, in our workplaces and in our schools. How we should live in the world and how we should treat one another.
B. We have sinful nature inside of us
Luke 17:1 says, “Jesus said to his disciples: ‘Things that cause people to sin are bound to come, but woe to that person through whom they come.’”
1. This means that all of us have sinful nature inside of us. Sinful nature means selfishness. Jesus is saying that the things causing people to sin are bound to come. The question is not if it comes, but when it comes.
2. In Isaiah 6, Isaiah begins to see the reality of people because he was able to compare people to the Holy God. It’s like the kid who thinks he is good because his mother thinks he’s the best in the world. Once he goes outside though, he faces reality as he compares to others who are better. When Isaiah saw God, he realizes he is a man of unclean lips. We are all sinful, and we live among sinful people.

3. Others will sin against us and we will sin against them. When people sin against us, we can sin by reaction sin. The first kid may have done something bad, but if the second kid reacts by punching, he will get in trouble. No matter how you defend or justify the punch, the parent will still discipline the second kid who punched. You see this in sports all the time. The second person reacts and gets punished. We may often sin with this second sin syndrome. We are sinful people and we often react in sin against each other. We need to be cautious.
C. It is serious sin to stumble others
Luke 17:1-2 says, “1 Jesus said to his disciples: ‘Things that cause people to sin are bound to come, but woe to that person through whom they come. 2 It would be better for him to be thrown into the sea with a millstone tied around his neck than for him to cause one of these little ones to sin.’”
1. It is serious when we stumble other people and cause them to sin. We have to be responsible for our actions.
2. Millstones in those days were used to grind wheat and olives. They were extremely heavy, and it is used here to illustrate the certainty of death. In fact, Jesus says it is better for us to die than to cause other people to sin. 
3. The little ones here, according to the gospel of Luke, means that we are children of God through Jesus Christ. Adam’s children become the children of God. The little ones are probably those just coming to faith, or those who are weaker in faith. Sometimes they can be easily stumbled people’s actions.

4. The word sin means stumbling block. The Greek word is “skandalon”. It is like an older member in small group causing a scandal and becoming that stumbling block. It’s not just about the offense, but the word for stumbling block is used for someone’s offenses becoming so serious that the person may fall away from faith. 
5. This passage is warning us against being a stumbling block by how we act and live, because we might cause others to fall away from faith. How serious is this? Jesus calls a woe upon the person who stumbles another. Even being cast into the sea with a millstone is described as an escape from the woe. The woe is far worse than dying; it’s better to die than to receive the judgment of God from that.

6. We can easily sit here and think, “as long as I don’t cause another to fall away from faith, I’m fine.” But when people fall away, it always first started with one single act or one simple relational conflict. 
7. If there’s any conflict, get rid of it and resolve it right away. When conflicts get bigger, it might cause others to fall away. The application here is to take care of it right now.
8. How does a rock break? It starts with a small crack. This is true for relationships too, especially in marriages. It may start as a crack, so take care of it right away and do not let conflicts remain overnight.

II. Watch Out: You Need to Help Others When They Sin [3-4]
A. Watch our sinful hearts
Luke 17:3 says, “So watch yourselves. ‘If your brother sins, rebuke him, and if he repents, forgive him.’”
1. Rather than any immediate action, Jesus starts with “watch yourselves”. When sinful people sin against you, remember to first watch yourselves. It is not about the other person, but about you. You can’t defend yourself by saying that another had offended you. You have to watch your heart; no matter what that person did, you are responsible to be Christ in that situation. You need to watch yourself, and watch out!
2. The emphasis is do not be offended. Never be offended by others. When they offend, you need to discern whether it is wrong or not, but you can’t be offended and react. If someone sins against you, do not judge them, because your reaction in sin is never justified. It’s the second sin syndrome.
3. The application is to not let others to cause you to sin. Act in the right way in love.

B. We need to help others when they sin
Luke 17:3 says, “So watch yourselves. ‘If your brother sins, rebuke him, and if he repents, forgive him.’”
If someone is sinning, we should out of love help them to come out of sin and be restored. We want to help them to repent. Our goal is for the maximum impact for the kingdom of God. We need to be Christ-like when we are sinned against, so that the other person can become more Christ-like and not continue to sin against other people. What is happening here is that the glory of Christ is maximized. Our goal is redemptive for the glory of the King, not because we want to feel good or live according to our principles, but we have to make sure Christ receives the maximum glory.
1. Rebuke

a) We need wisdom in rebuking. Don’t just rebuke anything you see; that’s called being judgmental. You need to know when to do it, where to do it, how to do it, who to do it, and why to do it. 
b) You might not be the right person to do it. According to the Bible, it has to be a mature person. It is for a redemptive person to restore and love the one who needs rebuke. Make sure you are that correct person, or find someone who is. I’m not talking about gossip; only involve the person who can help. Maybe you can talk to an older brother or sister, or a pastor whom he or she would listen to. Think about when, where, how, who, and why first. 

2. Forgive

a) If that person comes to you and repents genuinely, you need to forgive them.

b) If that person comes to you in repentance and you don’t forgive them, then you are sinning. Forgiving means not judging. Forgiving means treating that person well for the glory of God.
c) Sometimes this is difficult for many reasons. Practically, it’s hard because we’re sinful in our hearts. It also affects your relationship with God. Even theologically, sometimes we ask, “Why do I need to forgive that person who sins against me?” The next point offers an answer - we are called to display the character of God.

C. We are called to display the character of God
Luke 17:4 says, “If he sins against you seven times in a day, and seven times comes back to you and says, ‘I repent,’ forgive him.”
1. Sometimes that person doesn’t know he is sinning. Why should you forgive him? Many times, that person may not be able to experience the grace and the forgiveness of God. You are the visible face of God as you become God’s servant in that moment. As you forgive, God uses you to help that person to experience the forgiving grace of God.
2. You have to understand the goal and the restoration of the relationship. It is (1) about the hatred of sin and (2) the love of others. As you rebuke and forgive the one who sins, it is so that they will hate sin and may realize they must love Christ more. Through justification and forgiveness, glorification growth can take place so Christ can be in that person and shown through that person. That is the goal.

3. We forgive other people because in that moment, we can display the forgiveness of Christ. It’s the Christ-like heart. We repent of the sin of our selfishness. We ask for help to be forgiving like Christ. As He instills His character in us, the other person may receive the voice of God. When you forgive, you are becoming a servant of God. So, go overboard in your forgiveness.

4. You need to become the invisible face visibly. We cannot hear God’s voice, but through your voice and the love in your heart, you can become the audible voice of God and be used as an instrument.

5. C.S. Lewis said, “It may be hard for an egg to turn into a bird: it would be a jolly sight harder for it to learn to fly while remaining an egg. We are like eggs at present. And you cannot go on indefinitely being just an ordinary, decent egg. We must be hatched or go bad.” We are in the shell of our sinful nature. We must break in order to grow and learn to fly in the wings of love. If you remain in the shell of bitterness, you’ll go bad. Only when you hatch out of the shell, you can learn to fly.

6. Verse 4 is saying that if he sins against you seven times in day, and then seven times comes back to you in repentance, you still must forgive them. The ultimate goal is the restoration of that person. It takes time for a person to change. We need redemptive forgiveness to show the justification grace of God. We learn to do that and we become more like Christ in the process. It doesn’t mean that we don’t give discipline and accountability; we also need hard love because we want the hatred of sin instilled in that person. In order for that person to hate sin, sometimes discipline is necessary.
7. I remember a conversation with a leader in the church who kept sinning. I said if you come back still sinning in the same manner, we will still forgive you, but you cannot be in that leader position because you have to be restored first. We will help you to hate sin and love Christ. In this case, taking away his position is not being unforgiving. It is so that person will hate sin and grow to be more like Christ. We must display the character of God and love of God in every moment of our lives.

8. If you come back to God, I always say, “God will forgive you again and again and again.” I want you to know the reality of His grace and mercy. When you come to Him in repentance, He forgives you. He forgives you again and again and again.

9. A poet named R.L. Sharpe wrote in A Bag of Tools wrote, "Isn't it strange that princes and kings, and clowns that caper in sawdust rings, and common people like you and me are builders for eternity? Each is given a bag of tools, a shapeless mass, a book of rules; and each must make- ere life is flown- a stumbling block or a steppingstone." It’s saying you’re either being a stumbling block or a stepping stone. 

10. We live as Christians with a sinful nature. Every moment in our relationship with people, we have a choice to sin and cause others to sin or to love and help others to grow in love.
III. Watch Out: You Need Increasing Faith [5-6]
Luke 17:5-6 says, “5 The apostles said to the Lord, ‘Increase our faith!’ 6 He replied, ‘If you have faith as small as a mustard seed, you can say to this mulberry tree, ‘Be uprooted and planted in the sea,’ and it will obey you.”
A. We need God’s power to obey [5]
1. It says increase our faith. Faith is the condition of the heart. You can have faith right now. When you ask Jesus to help you in your mind, grace and strength comes even when you are thinking “there’s no way”. Faith is a condition based on God’s Word and character. It is a way to receive grace. It’s a condition of a heart. We all need God’s power to obey.
B. God is great – The root will be uprooted [6]

1. Mulberry trees are old trees up to 600 years old. It is saying that even if you have a small faith like a mustard seed, mulberry trees will be plucked out. It’s not just about faith, but the faith of the one you believe in. It illustrates the greatness of God. What should be rooted out? Your bitterness, or twenty years of addictions, your offenses to other people, gossip, can all be uprooted. If you have mustard seed faith, the great God pours His grace upon you. It might take some time, but your bitterness or gossiping can be uprooted. You will change.
C. How to have faith

1. When the disciples say, “Increase our faith!” Jesus doesn’t hurl faith upon them. Jesus responds by simply describing what faith looks like. Even if you have a tickle of faith, God will pour out His love and stuff us with his power and grace, and our “mulberry trees” will be uprooted. He’s describing God. Faith is not a substance, but a condition of the heart. Faith is the result of seeing the greatness of God. That’s why Jesus describes how great and awesome God is, because faith is a reaction. Faith is the reaction to seeing the greatness of God.
2. J. Gresham Machen said, “The more we know of God, the more unreservedly we will trust Him. The greater our progress in theology, the simpler and more childlike will be our faith.” Simpler and more childlike means we would simply believe. It’s just like a child who trusts his father. You need to increase faith and if you have faith as small as even a mustard seed, any sin can be rooted out.
IV. Watch Out: You Must Remember That You are a Servant [7-10]
Luke 17:7-10 says, “7 ‘Suppose one of you had a servant plowing or looking after the sheep. Would he say to the servant when he comes in from the field, ‘Come along now and sit down to eat’? 8 Would he not rather say, ‘Prepare my supper, get yourself ready and wait on me while I eat and drink; after that you may eat and drink’? 9 Would he thank the servant because he did what he was told to do? 10 So you also, when you have done everything you were told to do, should say, ‘We are unworthy servants; we have only done our duty.’”
A. We do not deserve anything [7-9]

1. We are not God. What does that mean? Why do you have relational problems? It is because you want to be served. Anytime you have a conflict with someone, you want to be a master and be served by them.
2. Verse 7 says you work hard all day. Verse 10 is telling us of the attitude we ought to have. We should say, “We are unworthy servants; we have only done our duty.” The point is we do not deserve anything.

3. C.S. Lewis said, “Nothing you have not given away will ever really be yours.” What is our reward in heaven? It will be a surprise reward. We joyfully serve because we are thankful in our hearts. Everything we have will be returned. 
4. Why do you get mad? Why do you complain? It is because you want to be the master instead. When you serve and you get bitter, it’s because you are serving so that you will be served in this life. When you’re serving with legalism like the Pharisees, you’re a disguised servant. You’re a servant-looking master, because ultimately you want to get what you want and be served. It is important that we remain unworthy in our hearts.

B. We are servants – Be faithful [10]

1. Servants – Identity

a) Servanthood is our privilege. The older son in Luke 15 thought he deserved, but the younger son said I no longer deserve to be the son, I just want to be the servant. We are servants. That’s our identity.

b) The Christian campus group Navigators used to be very popular. They’re known for their Bible memorization and servanthood. The founder was asked how he knew he had a servant attitude. He replied, “How can you check? By how you act when you are treated like one.” Not by God, but by other people are we able to tell our true attitudes.

c) The Bible says to focus on the cross and see how Jesus served Himself, His body, His life, His divinity, His personhood. Focus on Jesus. See how he served.

d) Mark 10:45 says, “For even the Son of Man did not come to be served, but to serve, and to give his life as a ransom for many.”

e) Galatians 6:14 says, “May I never boast except in the cross of our Lord Jesus Christ, through which the world has been crucified to me, and I to the world.”

f) Fix your eyes on Jesus, who served on the Cross on our behalf.

g) Isaac Watts sang this hymn, “When I survey the wonderful cross, on which the Prince of Glory died, my riches gain, I count but loss, and pour contempt on all my pride.”

h) I don’t know if you know, President Obama was awarded the Nobel Peace Prize. I’m not criticizing President Obama, but I read a small article. This article isn’t criticizing President Obama, but criticizing the fact that at this moment, he really hasn’t done anything in his presidency.
i) “The Nobel committee has handed out some puzzling Peace prizes over the years - Henry Kissinger and Yasir Arafat comes to mind- but even given a few scratches and dings, the Nobel retained its luster as the most prestigious award of any kind in the world. Long after the "red carpet" pretty much destroyed the idea of prizes in general, the Nobel Peace Prize was still seen as rare and precious. By cloaking its deliberations and through brilliant PR, the committee gave the prize a supernatural aura, as if the name of the winner were spit out of the mouth of an ancient volcano. That's all over now. The Nobel Peace Prize is finished. It's just another "prize", like a Teen Choice Award for old people. No matter what you think of Obama, the man has done nothing, at all, to deserve it. He may deserve it someday, but the Nobel prize isn't supposed to be a bet on the hope of the possibility of greatness at some point in the future. And it can no longer be taken seriously. From now on, no matter who wins, no matter how deserving, people will say, "Yeah, but they also gave it to Obama.".”

j) I realized that even the world values service. You actually have to do something. We must live it, and serve. Our motive has to be for God and our method has to be serving other people.

k) I was also thinking that our reward will be and should be a surprise. We don’t really do anything for God. He has done everything for us. Even the things we do, we do it by His grace. And we still do it for ourselves because of our double motive, but He gives us a reward. That’s why reward is like grace. Just like this, our reward should be a surprise. Even if you serve God with all your heart for 80 years, He’s serving us now by giving us the strength, then for all eternity, He’ll pour Himself out upon us. We do such dinky things for God, and we still do it in sinful motive. We haven’t done anything yet. When He rewards us, we will be shocked.

2. Unworthy – Privilege

a) We’re just unworthy servants.

b) Mother Theresa has done a lot in her life. One year, she was invited to President Clinton’s breakfast. He was pro-choice and Mother Theresa was pro-life. When President Clinton was sitting there and she read an amazing speech. She said abortion teaches to kill and mothers are supposed to teach to be unselfish. Everybody thinks Bill Clinton might take offense. Clinton comes out after the speech and we’re wondering what he might say. He simply says, “How can you argue with a life so well lived?” I was so blessed by that. 
c) The whole world values servants. It speaks to people with incredible power and truth. I remember receiving an e-mail from a CFC alumnus awhile ago. The person wrote a nasty e-mail, basically saying “I served you in your church, giving all my time, and this is how you treat me.” I was shocked. I meditated on that person’s thought. There were a lot of wrong things in that person’s mind. I responded in an e-mail and said, “First of all, CFC is not my church. When anybody serves at CFC, they’re not serving me. It’s not my church.” When people ask if I started CFC, I say God planted the church and I happened to be around. I don’t think it’s my church. Whoever’s serving at CFC is serving Jesus Christ. I, as well as you, who are setting up chairs, typing sermons, buying me coffee, is serving Jesus Christ together.

d) Even as we tell ourselves in our hearts that we are serving Jesus, it is a privilege. We are not only servants, but we are unworthy servants. May we remember that forever and live in such a way through our lives.
Conclusion

· We need to be one as the Body of Christ. We need to be one in our minds, loving one another in our hearts and serving Jesus. We want to try and change the world with the love of Jesus Christ. We need to be on the same page and be in tune. We need to make sure we are careful in our relationships. Watch out if you are always stepping on other people’s toes. Watch out. We are selfish and ignorant; we might cause other people to sin. Other people sin against us, but make sure you don’t have the second punch syndrome. We want to help that person so that other people won’t be offended and hindered. We take care of our conflicts with love, forgiveness, correction, and rebuke so that together, we’ll become more like Christ. Watch out! We need to increase our faith and be strengthened. May we always remember that we are not only servants, but we are unworthy servants. All of our lives, we live in love with God and in service for others so that He would be honored and glorified. God is expanding His kingdom through us as we are together for the glory of God. He’s helping you so that He will reach your roommate through your heart, your classmates through your lips, your co-workers through your hands.

Closing Songs
Second Chance
In Christ Alone (my hope is found)
