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5 Slaves, obey your earthly masters with respect and fear, and with sincerity of heart, just as you would obey Christ. 6 Obey them not only to win their favor when their eye is on you, but like slaves of Christ, doing the will of God from your heart. 7 Serve wholeheartedly, as if you were serving the Lord, not men, 8 because you know that the Lord will reward everyone for whatever good he does, whether he is slave or free.

Introduction

· We’re in the process of going through the “Why do I need to…?” series. Why do I need to pray, read the Bible, go to church? And today, it’s “Why do I need to live for God?” These are foundational things we need to go over so that we can be spiritually strong.

· We’ll look at two video clips. The first one is from the movie Spy Kids. The two main characters have been falling down a hole for a long time, and the brother takes out something to eat. When I saw this scene I thought, that’s what life is about. We’re dying, but it seems like we’ve been dying for a while, and we can say to each other, “How can you eat at a time like this? You’re dying!” We keep eating and don’t think about it. What is the purpose of our lives? What’s going to happen afterwards? Right now, we are in the middle of falling.

· The second clip is from an HBO documentary called Boy Interrupted. It’s about a boy who committed suicide during his teenage years. His parents, who are professional filmmakers, made a movie about his entire life. It was heartbreaking to watch this fascinating documentary from their point of view. Probably the worst thing a mother can do is to bury her own child. This boy was a bright kid with a wonderful, caring family, but he couldn’t see the purpose for which he was made, so he chose death.

· Friedrich Nietzsche said, “He who has a why to live, can bear almost any how.” If you understand the purpose of your life, you can go through anything. Death will come to all of us eventually so we need to understand this from a Christian perspective.

I. Why do I Need to Live for God?

A. Design – Purpose

1. Solomon writes in Ecclesiastes 12:13-14 [NIV], “13 Now all has been heard; here is the conclusion of the matter: Fear God and keep his commandments, for this is the whole [duty] of man. 14 For God will bring every deed into judgment, including every hidden thing, whether it is good or evil.”

2. Ephesians 1:10-11 [Message] says, “10 a long-range plan in which everything would be brought together and summed up in him, everything in deepest heaven, everything on planet earth. 11 It’s in Christ that we find out who we are and what we are living for. Long before we first heard of Christ and got our hopes up, he had his eye on us, had designs on us for glorious living.”

3. The Word of God says we are not here by accident but were created for a purpose. What reason is there for us to live purposefully without God?

4. World-renowned atheist Bertrand Russell said, “Unless you assume a God, the question of life’s purpose is meaningless.”

5. Albert Einstein said, “God doesn’t play dice.” 

6. Everything is planned. Nothing is random. With God, we have a purpose because we were made according to His design. If we don’t live with God and for God, then we are like fish out of water.

7. Who’s more valuable, us or God? If we live for ourselves rather than for the King of Kings and Lord of Lords, we are underusing or misusing our lives. God created us to live for His glory, not merely for ourselves or for the praise of people. If we live for Him, we can live with focus and intention.

8. At CFC, our goal is to help you to grow, so you can live up to your maximum potential and be equipped to live for the kingdom of God. Man was made in the image of God to live for Him.

B. Happiness

1. Luke 9:23 says, “Then he said to them all: ‘If anyone would come after me, he must deny himself and take up his cross daily and follow me.’” 

2. This verse sounds like pain, but it really tells us the secret to happiness. The Bible promises that if you live 80 years on this earth, you’ll live millions of years afterwards. Let’s say there’s a person who had the most miserable life, every single day. And there’s another person who had maximum pleasure every day. Now, for eternity, let’s say the opposite is true—the miserable person has eternal happiness and the happy person has eternal misery. Which would you choose?

3. Even in this life we can examine this from the perspective of the heart. We are beings of desires, and our desires continuously grow. As Christians, we have a sinful nature with sinful desires, but we also have spiritual desires. Our hearts are like a bowl; when what we want—our addictions, or idols—goes into our bowl, it makes us happy. Our idols can be anything that gives us the highest pleasure. Let’s say there’s something that you want—money, food, sexual desire—but you may never get it on this earth, or you might get it only once. Sometimes, even if you get it, it might not be as good as you expected. Or if it is as good as you expected, you might get sick of it after a while. It’s the law of diminishing returns.

4. Even if you don’t get tired of it, you might lose it. If you don’t lose it, it might lose you (we all die). Sometimes, after you get it, you might find something better. On your wedding day you might wonder, ‘What if I marry this person, and end up meeting someone better later?’ Then you would be dissatisfied. On this earth, happiness isn’t getting more of what you desire, but having less of that desire, which is exactly what Buddhism says. But Christianity isn’t just about having less desire; as you deny everything else on this earth, you progressively gain incredible pleasure in this life and even more in eternity. We gain God and all the blessings He gives us in our lives.

C. Judgment – Evaluation (by God)
1. Ecclesiastes 12:14 says, “For God will bring every deed into judgment, including every hidden thing, whether it is good or evil.”

2. Luke 12:2-5 says, “2 There is nothing concealed that will not be disclosed, or hidden that will not be made known. 3 What you have said in the dark will be heard in the daylight, and what you have whispered in the ear in the inner rooms will be proclaimed from the roofs. 4 ‘I tell you, my friends, do not be afraid of those who kill the body and after that can do no more. 5 But I will show you whom you should fear: Fear him who, after the killing of the body, has power to throw you into hell. Yes, I tell you, fear him.’”

3. Jesus says to fear the most powerful being, the one who can affect your eternity.

4. Hebrews 4:13 says, “Nothing in all creation is hidden from God’s sight Everything is uncovered and laid bare before the eyes of him to whom we must give account.”

5. We know about judgment and evaluation, because we’ve been living for human evaluation. We live for the praise of people. We care about what our parents and siblings say and our thoughts can be affected by their evaluations. We’ve been evaluated in school by teachers and friends. If you say something dumb in small group and people don’t react well, you think about their evaluations of you.

6. I myself have to constantly fight after I preach, to think about the evaluation of God and not people. Maybe for you, your own evaluation matters the most. If God says to give your best, and you do your best but don’t think it’s good, then you won’t be satisfied. You may live for your own standards.

7. But ultimately, it’s God evaluation that matters. Learn to evaluate yourself with the Word constantly. Ask God to change you so you’ll be more like Christ. Then you can live for His purpose and His evaluation.

D. Reward

1. Revelation 22:12 says, “Behold, I am coming soon! My reward is with me, and I will give to everyone according to what he has done.”

2. This verse is talking about what we’ve done to express the motive of our hearts, what we think, desire, and live for. Everything matters. We talked about our desires being like a bowl. If you’re a Christian, you have a sinful bowl and a spiritual bowl. As we grow in our Christian lives, the capacity of our bowls increases.

3. When we want something sinfully, we don’t actually want that substance or title or person, but the pleasure it gives to us. The Bible says we won’t have those things in heaven, but that pleasure will be there—God himself. He is the reward. He’s going to pour Himself out on us in heaven, and the more you grow spiritually in this life (the more your bowl increases), the greater will be your reward. There will be a difference in degrees of reward in heaven, so our present battle counts.

4. Our life is a preparation of our bowls. If you’re without Christ, your sinful bowl will increase, and the degree of pain you receive in eternity will depend on your sinful bowl, how much you lived for yourself on earth. All of your desires will still be there. Drug addicts will still be addicted to drugs. If you believe there’s fire in hell, you’ll still have the desire to alleviate pain. But you won’t get any satisfaction.

5. When we love Christ and grow spiritually, our capacity (bowl) is increasing. I don’t store much on my computer, but my hard drive was full so someone upgraded it to 200 gigabytes. I thought, ‘This is what heaven is like.’ On this earth, we’re in the process of upgrading our capacity to receive God’s blessing and love. The more we grow, the greater our capacity to receive His eternal blessings and joy in heaven.

6. We need to fight for the reward now. As we live for God our bowl will increase. There must be a battle in our hearts every moment of our lives. We need clean hearts and dirty hands that serve the Lord.

7. I was in the birthing room of all five of my children. I’m thankful that I’m a man. I believe that God ordained women to give birth because men are wimps and can’t handle it. During one child’s birth, it dawned on me. From his perspective, a spoiled child getting fed and doing nothing while his mom and dad are going through pain, what happens? There’s a cataclysmic flood. The child’s whole world is shattered and he thinks he’s dying, but he’s actually coming alive.

8. We are just like that. We live according to the law of nature and think we’re dying. But the Heavenly Father is waiting to take care of us. This life is just a preparation for the next. Persevere. Grow. Even if you live the most miserable life for 99 years, it will be worth it. Have the right perspective to live for the glory of God.

II. How do I Live for God?

A. What? Glory – Seeing and showing Christ

	Seeing Him
	Showing Him

	Who I am
	How I live

	My Growth
	Other’s growth

	Praising God
	Praising of God

	Becoming like Him
	Displaying Him


1. Seeing Him – Who I am / my growth / praising God / becoming like Him

a) As we see more of Him, we grow to become whom we behold. And as we become like Him, we show His glory. People will see Jesus through us.

2. Showing Him – How I live / other’s growth / praising of God / displaying Him

a) How do we glorify God? We don’t just talk about Him, but we become like Him—more valuable, beautiful, and worthy. As we see and relate with Him, He transfuses His power and likeness into us. Our bowl becomes bigger. The more we receive His grace, the more we become like Him and display His love and grace and mercy.
B.  Where? Calling – Home / work or school / church
These are your three main callings in life. For the most part, we have at least two of the three. Within these callings, you can prayerfully make choices about whom to marry, where to work, etc.
1. Local church

a) Ephesians 4:15-16 says, “15 Instead, speaking the truth in love, we will in all things grow up into him who is the Head, that is, Christ. 16 From him the whole body, joined and held together by every supporting ligament, grows and builds itself up in love, as each part does its work.”

2. Marriage and Family

a) Ephesians 5:22 says, “Wives, submit to your husbands as to the Lord.”

b) Ephesians 5:25 says, “Husbands, love your wives, just as Christ loved the church and gave himself up for her.”

c) Ephesians 6:1 says, “Children, obey your parents in the Lord, for this is right.”

d) Ephesians 6:4 says, “Fathers, do not exasperate your children; instead, bring them up in the training and instruction of the Lord.”

3. Work / study

a) Ephesians 6:5 says, “Slaves, obey your earthly masters with respect and fear, and with sincerity of heart, just as you would obey Christ.”

b) Ephesians 6:9 says, “And masters, treat your slaves in the same way. Do not threaten them, since you know that he who is both their Master and yours is in heaven, and there is no favoritism with him.”

4. Where can you grow the most? Which church will help you to display His glory? In marriage, who can help you to grow? Who can you work with to show Christ? In your workplace, how can you display His glory? Which job will give you the maximum capacity to grow and serve? In a maximum way, make choices for the glory of God.

5. There needs to be dynamic balance among these three callings. Sometimes church is more important. Sometimes family. Sometimes work. Choose with the maximum glory of God in mind.
C. Why? Motive – Love for Christ

1. Local church

a) Ephesians 4:15-16 says, “15 Instead, speaking the truth in love, we will in all things grow up into him who is the Head, that is, Christ. 16 From him the whole body, joined and held together by every supporting ligament, grows and builds itself up in love, as each part does its work.”

b) Jesus Christ is the Head and we are all parts of the body. Together, we show Jesus to the world.

2. Marriage and family

a) Ephesians 5:22 says, “Wives, submit to your husbands as to the Lord.”

b) Ephesians 5:25 says, “Husbands, love your wives, just as Christ loved the church and gave himself up for her.”

c) Ephesians 6:1 says, “Children, obey your parents in the Lord, for this is right.”

d) Ephesians 6:4 says, “Fathers, do not exasperate your children; instead, bring them up in the training and instruction of the Lord.”

e) The motive in all of these verses is Jesus.

3. Work / study

a) Ephesians 6:5 says, “Slaves, obey your earthly masters with respect and fear, and with sincerity of heart, just as you would obey Christ.”

b) Ephesians 6:9 says, “And masters, treat your slaves in the same way. Do not threaten them, since you know that he who is both their Master and yours is in heaven, and there is no favoritism with him.”

c) Through your obedience to your boss or professors, you are showing Christ. When Christians do things, there’s an ulterior motive at work—it’s not for themselves but for Jesus. Every moment of your life, no matter what you’re doing, make Jesus your goal. Breathe, wink, clap, work, love others, obey your parents, love your husband or wife—all for Jesus.

d) If you need to do something because it’s part of your calling, learn to say, “Jesus, I love you,” as you do it.

D. How? Method – Serving others

1. Ephesians 6:5-8 says, “5 Slaves, obey your earthly masters with respect and fear, and with sincerity of heart, just as you would obey Christ. 6 Obey them not only to win their favor when their eye is on you, but like slaves of Christ, doing the will of God from your heart. 7 Serve wholeheartedly, as if you were serving the Lord, not men, 8 because you know that the Lord will reward everyone for whatever good he does, whether he is slave or free.”

2. Serve everyone around you. There will be a greater reward not just for slaves, but for anyone in the church of Jesus Christ—parents, children, servants. Love Jesus with your heart. Serve Him by serving others with your hands. As we serve the Lord, God is glorified and we show Christ to others.

3. Is there inherent value in the things you do? Some people think work done outside of the church is “secular” and work done within the church is “sacred.” But whatever you do for yourself is “secular.” If you sing praise songs for the eyes of men, that’s secular work. But when your heart is in tune with Christ and you serve others, you’re giving Him the glory.

4. One of the ways I live for the glory of God as a pastor is by teaching a counseling class on Monday nights. I serve the class information I’ve learned through 20 years of counseling. I want others to learn to counsel so that more and more people can overcome their struggles and see Jesus. As you listen to the dish of sermons I’ve prepared, your bowls will increase and you will become like Jesus. You will serve Christ wherever you go.

5. Why do I officiate weddings? Because I love Jesus and serve Him. I don’t just eat good food and go home. A marriage is family planning, a picture of the gospel, and people—including many non-believers—will hear the gospel when they come to church to attend a wedding. I instruct the couple so they will have a wonderful marriage that pictures the gospel. Then as they instruct others, the glory of God will be spread through them.

6. Examine your hearts, yourselves, and your thinking processes. Pray that Christ will be glorified.

Conclusion

· Eric Liddell, the main character of the movie Chariots of Fire, was an Olympian and a missionary. Liddell was born in Tientsin, North China, the son of Scottish missionaries with the London Missionary Society. He was so fast. In the 1924 Olympics, he was supposed to run in the 100-meter dash, but it was on a Sunday, July 6th. Immediately he said he wasn’t going to run. He wrote, “Then, I’m not running… Tom, do you really know why I can’t run? If I run in a race that honors me or other men, I am not remembering God’s Sabbath, and if I start ignoring one of God’s commands, I may as well ignore all of them. But I can’t do that because I love God too much.” Even the king of Scotland came and begged Liddell to do it. But he said no, “I only have one king.” After that, he became a missionary to China. While he was serving there, Japan started their attack and things became dangerous, so he decided to send his wife Florence to Canada with his children. As he kissed her goodbye, he said, “Those who love God, never meet for the last time.” And they never met again after that. Eric Liddell was held in a compound, and there he discovered that he had a tumor several months before his release. He died before he reached his 43rd birthday. This is what someone from the camp, Steven Metcalf, said about Liddell upon his death, “He gave me two things. One was his worn out running shoes because it was winter and like many boys I had nothing to wear on my feet. The best thing he gave me was his baton of forgiveness. He taught me to love my enemies—the Japanese—and to pray for them.” Forgiveness and love—these are two things we should always have in our lives. Liddell lived and died for the glory of God.

· Fifteen-year-old Evan Scott Perry (1990-2005), the boy who committed suicide in Boy Interrupted, wrote these words.

· Things to die for:

· Fear of failing

· Lack of trust in friends

· Working hard for what?

· Never being able to fit in

· Knowing all the bad things are true. Being lazy, a loser, ugly, untalented stupid.

· What’s the point?

· Things to live for:

· Potential of being something great

· Love of people I trust

· The future

· Finding trusting friends

· Sadness brought to family

· Feeling better later

· So, 6 things to live for and six things to die for.

· Things I want: 

· York Prep to never know why and how I died

· To be forgotten

· Only family be invited to funeral

· For death to be painless

· And finally for everyone to move on and know that I am sorry but this is for the best.

· My interpretation is this: he couldn’t see his purpose in life. He couldn’t see the reason or capability in himself to fulfill any purpose. Life was pointless to him. But the Bible gives us an alternative. In Christ, we have a purpose, by him and for him.

· Let me read a poem.

· Here is a man who was born in an obscure village, the child of a peasant woman. He grew up in another village. He worked in a carpenter shop until He was thirty. Then for three years He was an itinerant preacher. He never owned a home. He never wrote a book. He never held an office. He never had a family. He never went to college. He never put His foot inside a big city. He never traveled two hundred miles from the place He was born. He never did one of the things that usually accompany greatness. He had no credentials but Himself... While still a young man, the tide of popular opinion turned against him. His friends ran away. One of them denied Him. He was turned over to His enemies. He went through the mockery of a trial. He was nailed upon a cross between two thieves. While He was dying His executioners gambled for the only piece of property He had on earth – His coat. When He was dead, He was laid in a borrowed grave through the pity of a friend. Nineteen long centuries have come and gone, and today He is a centerpiece of the human race and leader of the column of progress. I am far within the mark when I say that all the armies that ever marched, all the navies that were ever built; all the parliaments that ever sat and all the kings that ever reigned, put together, have not affected the life of man upon this earth as powerfully as has that one solitary life. 
· By Him (we receive His mercy and grace), for Him (we serve others), and like Him (as we become like Him)—this is our purpose in life.

· I fail many times. But my purpose, my goal is clear. There’s probably nothing in this world that can deter me from it. If I fall, I’m going to roll towards His feet. I’m going to follow Jesus until the day I die. I’m going to ask Him to help me. I’m going to get up and keep walking. I’m going to run the race. In my mind and my heart, my direction is set, and nothing else will determine my path. I want to follow Jesus and live for Him. That’s the purpose of my life. I pray that you’d make a choice. According to the Bible, you have two choices: you can either live for yourself or live for God—by Him, for Him and like Him. Make some choices in your life. You may go through hardships and difficulties, and you may fail, but may your direction be clear. If you fall, keep on rolling that way. He will help you, strengthen you, and heal you. It’s not about you walking, but it’s about Him walking with you. He will never let you go. Every morning I pray, repenting of my past failures and asking for His grace and strength. I keep on walking, one day at a time, one step at a time. Every single one of us can do this by His grace. He didn’t tell us to do great things, but simply to follow Him.
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