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1 Therefore, I urge you, brothers, in view of God's mercy, to offer your bodies as living sacrifices, holy and pleasing to God—this is your spiritual act of worship. 2 Do not conform any longer to the pattern of this world, but be transformed by the renewing of your mind. Then you will be able to test and approve what God's will is—his good, pleasing and perfect will. 3 For by the grace given me I say to every one of you: Do not think of yourself more highly than you ought, but rather think of yourself with sober judgment, in accordance with the measure of faith God has given you. 4 Just as each of us has one body with many members, and these members do not all have the same function, 5 so in Christ we who are many form one body, and each member belongs to all the others. 6 We have different gifts, according to the grace given us. If a man's gift is prophesying, let him use it in proportion to his faith. 7 If it is serving, let him serve; if it is teaching, let him teach; 8 if it is encouraging, let him encourage; if it is contributing to the needs of others, let him give generously; if it is leadership, let him govern diligently; if it is showing mercy, let him do it cheerfully. 9 Love must be sincere. Hate what is evil; cling to what is good. 10 Be devoted to one another in brotherly love. Honor one another above yourselves.

Introduction

· I’ve been talking about some foundational things of Christian life. Foundational doesn’t mean basic or easy. It means important. We always have to go back to these things and the deeper we know, the stronger we become. No matter how strong a house is, without a foundation, it will fall. We are as strong as the foundation in our Christian life.

· To talk about the importance of church, we need to look at this movie clip from Freedom Writers. It’s about a teacher going to the inner city and transforming a trouble-making class. In the beginning, you’ll see a scene where people are divided. She does something for the class that will unite them. (Scene about the “Line Game” asking the kids to stand on a line if they’ve lost a friend to gang violence. Thus, the diverse group of students see how they also have many things in common.) 

· Why do you like that scene? Most of us like it because they learn to be united and belong to one another. According to the Bible, we have a longing in our hearts to belong to something, and because we see that, we like it. There’s a teacher that goes into a classroom that’s divided by cliques and racism, but she brings people together on that line. Now, the divided classroom is becoming a church, or a small group. We need to talk about why we need to go to church.

I. We Were Born to Belong to Something

A. The whole context of Romans says we belong to a group of people in rebellion against God. But now, God is redeeming us. Originally, we weren’t rebellious against God. We were created in God’s image. 
B. God is the God of the trinity. We believe in one God in three persons – God the Father, God the Son, God the Holy Spirit. It’s three persons distinct in intellect, will, and emotion. Yet, there’s one God. What does that mean? No one knows precisely because there’s nothing else to describe that. The relationship between the Father, Son, and the Holy Spirit is infinitely loving and united, even though they have distinct emotions, thoughts, and intellect. As people who are created in his image, as God creates man and woman in marriage, we are supposed to picture that unity. We are created to be social beings like God. We are to influence one another and be influenced by one another. Love one another and be loved by one another. So we have this longing in our hearts to belong to something.

C. Even as we look at our lives, we belong to a church-like institution or social network, where we influence, or are influenced by. A family is an example. It’s close knit – the most important group that God created. There are friendships – relationships in schools or jobs. The church of Jesus Christ can be like that as well.

D. In high school, there were different kinds of people – geeks, jocks, cheerleaders, and guys who did things they shouldn’t. There is a difference between the older generation and now. In my days, they hated each other. Nowadays, they accept each other, but there’s still that social distinction. Why? Because we have a longing inside to distinguish ourselves in a closer network than just human beings as a whole.

E. We are called out of the human race to belong to a small social network or structure. In fact, the definition of church in Greek, ecclesias, is “a people called out of.” The church is full of normal people, but ones that are called out to do something. We aren’t satisfied with just being humans and relating on that level, because we want to be closer. 

F. Before the fall and man sinned in Genesis 3, we were made to belong to God and to one another as human beings. After the fall, as soon as man is born naturally, they are, in essence, alone. They become selfish. As soon as Adam sins, he points to God and points to the woman and says, “God, the woman you gave me.” He’s blaming woman for sin. It’s a picture of disconnection, or division – division between God and man, and between man and woman. As soon as we sin, we become divided. In order for us to be genuinely connected, we must be loving.

G. We are born with that selfish nature. Selfishness is the number one cause of that disconnection. Do you want to be with people that are selfish and proud? You stay for a bit with them, but then you want to get away. Because of our selfishness, we’re disconnected from God and others. Sometimes, you really feel like you’re alone. One time I was at a party. I was a bit more mature, and I started to think. I felt so alone in the midst of hundreds of people. Have you felt like that? You can feel alone in the midst of so many people. Why are we lonely? Because you want someone to give you what you want, but they’re not giving it to you. So you feel lonely. That’s what man is naturally, unless something happens inside of us. 

H. This is a made-up illustration—not necessarily biblical. But some people picture heaven and hell like this: In heaven, there’s food everywhere. Everybody has long spoons in their hands, and they use them to feed each other. In hell, everyone has long spoons in their hands as well, but they’re miserable. Everyone is merely trying to feed themselves, but the spoon is too long and the food cannot reach their mouths; they’re unselfish. I think that illustrates the point that we are lonely and miserable because we are selfish. We want someone to give to us what we want, but we don’t get it so we feel disconnected. 

I. When you get what you want from others, you feel connected, but it’s temporary because if you don’t give that person what they want one day, then they’re going to leave, and you’ll eventually feel disconnected. Any connection in this world is temporary. The Bible says you can be infinitely, eternally, and genuinely connected, but something inside has to take place. Rather than wanting to feed yourself, you have to have a genuine desire to feed others. Otherwise, there will always be social disconnection.

II. We Can Belong to the Church of Jesus Christ

A. Romans 12:4-5 says, “4 Just as each of us has one body with many members, and these members do not all have the same function, 5 so in Christ we who are many form one body, and each member belongs to all the others.”

1. In Christ is the church of Jesus Christ. When you have a genuine desire to feed each other, it describes the church. In Christ, it must be we. To define it more clearly, let’s look at some other verses.

B. Matthew 16:17-18 says, “17 Jesus replied, ‘Blessed are you, Simon son of Jonah, for this was not revealed to you by man, but by my Father in heaven. 18 And I tell you that you are Peter, and on this rock I will build my church, and the gates of Hades will not overcome it.”

1. It says I will build my church. The church of Jesus Christ is of Christ. We belong to Jesus Christ. He will buy us with His blood and His death. We are selfish, sinful, and in rebellion against God, and only He can buy us and make us more like Him.

2. Remember the word church means called out of. This is a social network of a different nature.

C. Matthew 16:24 says, “Then Jesus said to his disciples, ‘If anyone would come after me, he must deny himself and take up his cross and follow me.”

1. Somehow, you must have a desire to deny yourself and not feed yourself. Why did Jesus take up his cross? To deny himself and die for others. People who are following Jesus Christ are ones who are called out of something. What is that?

2. Church consists of ones who are called out of a self-centered and self-glorifying life, to a Christ-centered and Christ-glorifying life.

3. We are called out of the negative, self-centered, feed-me mentality to a Christ-centered and Christ-glorifying life. That selfishness and self-feedingness is the essence of any social network apart from Christ. You can be like Christ by being Christ glorifying people. Selfish humanity must be a radically different breed of people from the church of Jesus Christ. 

4. I saw this Korean movie called Dirty Carnival. It’s a gangster movie that’s masterfully done. Every single person is selfish, living for themselves. Basically, this gangster mob boss is discipling a young man—his potential right hand man. You know what the secret of success is? In order to be successful, you need to know two things: (1) You need to know who you need in order to be successful, and (2) You need to know what that person needs.

5. This means that you need to find the person who can get you what you want, give them what they want, so that you can get what you want. That theme is played throughout every single character in the movie. It’s so true. In human society, the Bible is saying that every essence, even the closest lovers, operates by this philosophy. But Jesus Christ is saying that if anyone would come after Christ, he must deny himself. That’s the essence and motive of the heart. Radical change must take place. Then you become part of a radically different social network. “In Christ” means for him, by him, like him. Even though we have a selfish nature, we also have the Spirit’s nature, and we become like Him so we glorify Him. People who live to get become people who die to give.

6. This passage, if anyone would come after me, means that you have a choice. You have a choice to belong to something. You will always find something apart from Christ where they give you something. If you don’t give them what they want, then they will leave you. That’s the essence of human beings. As you become in Christ, this becomes a radically different social network – the church of Jesus Christ. Only in Jesus Christ, He can transform you and change you.

7. One of my closest friends is Missionary Lee. He gave this great illustration when he was in Africa. In Africa, there are many animals. One animal you wouldn’t expect to see is the chicken. He was watching a chicken in a city of Nairobe. This chicken was moving around and he was going to a garbage can and eating worms, dirt, and stuff out of a dumpster. Missionary Lee was disgusted watching that. The day after that, he hears the chicken noise and the chicken laid an egg. He was so amazed how we are like that chicken. We take in all these things and when God transforms us through the Holy Spirit, the egg comes out. I was thinking about that a little bit different. I was thinking about CFC. All kinds of people come to CFC and everybody and anybody can come to this church. Anyone is welcome. It doesn’t matter what you look like, how tall you are, your skin color, what ethnic group you’re a part of. What we want to do is to transform you to become fruitful, someone that can feed others and be helpful. I was meditating on how God has been using this church. Anyone comes and becomes a worker for the glory of God. I’m a different person because of CFC.

III. We Belong to One Another

A. Romans 12:4-6 says, “4 Just as each of us has one body with many members, and these members do not all have the same function, 5 so in Christ we who are many form one body, and each member belongs to all the others. 6 We have different gifts, according to the grace given us. If a man’s gift is prophesying, let him use it in proportion to his faith.”

B. “We belong to one another” is a profound statement. You have to listen to understand this statement. When we say we belong, we may think and say that we are brothers and sisters too loosely. It’s an organic, profound interconnection between people.

C. Each member works differently. In Christ, we who are many form one body. All of us play a different part in this body. Each member belongs to all the others meaning we are absolutely connected to one another. When we say member, we think club membership. But that’s not the kind of membership. It’s talking about body parts. In old English, dismembering means cutting off body parts. It’s that kind of member. It’s saying that each one of us is part of one another. We belong to one another. The body needs the stomach. We are in absolute union with one another. We are profoundly interdependent with one another. We are probably living in the most individualistic society in history. I, I, me, me, I like it, I don’t like it. We pay for ourselves and we don’t pay for other people, unless you’re a part of a different culture. But the Bible is saying we’re so together and so interdependent with one another.

D. If we understand this, we’d understand the Ephesians 5 marriage passage. It talks about a husband and a wife. It tells the husband, love your wife. Just as you love your body, you have to love your wife. What’s it talking about? It’s talking about the body of Christ. When you’re married, you’re so interdependent that when you love your wife, it’s like loving the body. The same analogy is used for the church of Jesus Christ. We are so together. There’s an interconnection that’s difficult for us to understand that we need a longer time to understand. We need to love one another.

E. The book of Acts talks about that. Acts 2 talks about an incredible revival. At the Jerusalem church, Peter preaches and many come to Christ. When they pray, the Holy Spirit comes, and it’s the beginning of the New Testament church of Jesus Christ. When they start to become the body of Christ, they start to be interconnected, and their hearts melt. When the hand helps the mouth eat, the foot doesn’t ask the hand why it’s helping the mouth. In Acts 2, the people gave all their possessions to the apostles and the apostles distributed it to whoever was in need. It sounds like communism, but that’s not what it’s talking about. It’s emphasizing that it doesn’t matter how many bank accounts we have, as long as we’re willing to give to one another. They really didn’t care; there was no possessiveness like that. We’re all together and we’re one body. There’s interconnection that takes place.

F. When one is selfish, life becomes a competition. We put shields up and start to divide. Sharing of things proves loving hearts. Many material possessions were given for the common good. There’s a difference between if you give it to a person and you give it to someone who’s distributing. The difference is in the latter, you don’t get the credit or appreciation. It’s a major proof of how they became interconnected, loving group of people. They didn’t care about the credit. They didn’t need appreciation. They were so united and in love with one another. It’s difficult to give service when there’s no gratitude. But you have to realize it’s most pleasing to God when there’s consistent service even if there’s no appreciation. We need all sorts of people loving in the body of Christ – gifts, males, females, because we belong to one another. 

G. Some people might object. What if there’s a problem with someone other? What if I’m in a bad small group? I was praying that person wouldn’t be in my small group, but God turned my prayer the opposite way. When you’re in conflict with another person, the Bible says it’s not about the other person, but it’s about you. It reveals your selfishness. Without selfishness, we wouldn’t have problems with anyone else. When someone hinders you from getting what you want, you don’t like that other person. It’s not about the other person, but your own heart. If you start to see your own sin because of the other person, isn’t it a great opportunity for you to grow? Wouldn’t you thank that person because you can grow? You don’t choose your family members. Think about the small group member you don’t like. You have may have a child like that. What is God doing? God’s training you to be a great mother or great father when you start to love that person.

H. All hindrances to a community are personal preferences and favoritism. The “What am I getting out of this?” mentality. If we can change and love the other person is when the other person feels at home.

I. There’s another Freedom Writers clip.

1. Guys, gals listen up! This is what I want you to do. I want each of you to step forward and take a Borders bag, which contains the book we’ll read this semester. They’re very special books and they each remind me in some way of each of you. But, before you take the books, I want you to take one of these glasses of sparkling cider and I want each of you to make a toast. We’re going to make a toast for change. And what that means is, from this moment on, every voice that told you “You can’t” is silenced. Every reason that tells you things will never change, disappears. And the person you were before this moment, that person’s turn is over. Now it’s your turn. Okay? Okay, you ready to get this partay going on? What? What’s the dealio?

2. Man I’ve had boyfriends since I was 11. I was always the person that was gonna get pregnant before I turned 16 and drop out. Like my mom. Ain’t gonna happen.

3. Nobody ever listens to a teenager. Everybody thinks you should be happy just because you’re young. They don’t see the wars we fight every single day. And one day, it will end and I will not die. And I will not tolerate abuse from anyone. I am strong.

4. My moms kicked me out when I got jumped by the gang but I’d like her to see me graduate. I’d like to be 18.

5. Mrs. Gruwell? Can I read something my diary? This summer was the worst summer in my short 14 years of life. It all started with a phone call. My mother was crying and begging, asking for more time as if she were gasping for her last breath of air. She held me as tight as she could and cried. Her tears hit my shirt like bullets and she told me were being evicted. She kept apologizing to me. I thought I’d have no home. I should have asked for something less at Christmas. On the morning of the eviction, a door woke me up. The sheriff was there to do his job. I looked up at the sky waiting for something to happen. My mother has no family to lean on, no money coming in. Why bother getting good grades if I’m homeless? The bus stops in front of the school; I feel like throwing up. I’m wearing clothes from last year. I kept thinking I’d get laughed at. Instead, I’m greeted by a couple of friends who were in my English class. And it hits me, Mrs. Gruwell, my crazy English teacher is the only person who made me think of hope. Talking with friends about last year’s English, I began to feel better. I received my schedule and the first teacher is Mrs. Gruwell in room 203. I walked in to the room and feel as though all the problems in my life are not as important anymore. I am home.

J. I hope our church and small groups will become like that. When everyone is loving one another, everyone’s home. We’re not perfect because we have the sinful nature in us. Now that becomes the basis of the next point.

IV. We Can Grow Together
Romans 12:4-8 says, “4 Just as each of us has one body with many members, and these members do not all have the same function, 5 so in Christ we who are many form one body, and each member belongs to all the others. 6 We have different gifts, according to the grace given us. If a man’s gift is prophesying, let him use it in proportion to his faith. 7 If it is serving, let him serve; if it is teaching, let him teach; 8 if it is encouraging, let him encourage; if it is contributing to the needs of others, let him give generously; if it is leadership, let him govern diligently; if it is showing mercy, let him do it cheerfully.”
A. Serve each other [6-8]

1. We have different gifts that we used to use for ourselves, but now we use them to serve one another and love one another. Our gifts are now an expression of love, rather than things we used in order to get things for ourselves.

2. What is the point? Whatever we can do, we must use it to serve one another. For what? It’s in verses 4-5—for the growth of the body.
B. For the growth of the body [4-5]

1. Each member belongs to all the others, and is serving one another. It’s one body of Christ. We need one another. We need to serve one another. Even your presence will feed each other; somehow we are growing together because we are in the same place. Even if you’re not doing anything, if your heart loves one another, you’re growing together. There’s something supernatural happening as we sit together. Is there any part in your heart that loves? Because of one person’s presence, someone else is growing more than they would by themselves.

2. C.S. Lewis, in Four Loves, talks about three friends: himself, Charles, and Ronald. When Charles died, Lewis thought he’d have more of Ronald, but he actually had less. He wrote, "In each of my friends there is something that only some other friend can fully bring out. By myself I am not large enough to call the whole man into activity; I want other lights than my own to show all his facets." If someone else is present, it brings different things out of this person. In this case, in the absence of Charles, it brought out less of Ronald. “Now that Charles is dead, I shall never see Ronald’s reaction to a specifically Caroline joke. Far from having more of Ronald, having him ‘to myself’ now that Charles is away, I have less of Ronald… For every soul, seeing Him in her own way, doubtless communicates that unique vision to all the rest. That is why the Seraphim in Isaiah’s vision are crying, “Holy, Holy, Holy” to one another (Isaiah 6:3). The more we thus share the Heavenly Bread between us, the more we shall have.” If the sermon is preached and you hear the Word of God, each one of us receives the Word differently. Each verse is infinite in what we can receive from God. Our God is infinite. We receive different parts of Christ and because of that, when we share with one another what we’ve received, we have 700 different insights and we can grow. That’s why it’s sharing about Isaiah 6 that the angels are crying to one another “Holy, Holy, Holy,” but a different aspect of holiness is cried out and they gain more of who God is because they’re crying to one another.

3. Think about the insights in small group. As you are blessed, even if you say the same thing, it means different things from your heart. It’s different emotions and different blessings and parts of Christ you receive. As you share with one another, more of Christ is gained because of your presence and insights. It means we need one another to grow more. 

4. In Ephesians 5, when it talks about singing and worshipping, it says to sing to God and one another. As you’re so blessed, as you sing the same words, the different meanings of Christ are mentioned. Spiritually, we are blessed with one another. That means I need you and you need me. It means I need you to sing. As we sing, we gain more of Christ. In a small group, when you gather and share, the last day is when they are sharing what they have experienced in 4, 5, 6, 10 years. They say the same thing. They cry and say that God is faithful. But in the same sentence, every single person says they feel different. They gain more of Christ, a different sphere or aspect of Christ. That’s what I feel. We need one another to grow. Even if they bring the worst out of you. Say thank you.

5. I was watching a chocolate commercial about a chocolate that’s 165 years old. The commercial said, “165 years of our passion for one moment of yours.” No wonder they’re so good. Can you imagine? It took 165 years of expertise, practice, and mistakes to make this chocolate. This is the 20th year of CFC. We didn’t have a location to worship until about 30-40 minutes prior. We had a location, but the electricity didn’t work. All this preparation and things were set up. Why? Because we did 19 years of practice for this night. 

6. I’m 45 years old, 30 years as a Christian. 23 years of preaching. The band guys are good singers. Think about all the piano lessons and spankings their moms had to give so that we can gather together and worship. Somebody spent a long time to buy this chocolate for me. The ladies who buy my coffee are the most faithful people that I know. Bless you. For people to set up these chairs for 20 years. Somehow, small group members bringing people. Do we serve one another? Whatever you’re doing at one moment of your life, even if you’re saying hello, or sharing an insight in your small group, the Lord has been preparing you all your life for that moment of ministry. That’s how connected we are. That’s how God uses us.

7. Somebody told me a little while ago, “Character is important in any sphere, but in ministry, you can’t hide your character.” Lord is preparing you, and you need to grow every moment. Because as much as you grow, God will use you. The Lord is preparing you even right now, with a desire to grow a little more. If you’re loving a little more, the other person is growing because of your growth. The Lord is preparing you for tomorrow’s ministry.
V. We Can Honor Him
Romans 12:1 [NIV] says, “Therefore, I urge you, brothers, in view of God’s mercy, to offer your bodies as living sacrifices, holy and pleasing to God — this is your spiritual act of worship.” Bodies is plural and the living sacrifices is plural.
Romans 12:1 [KJV] says, “I beseech you therefore, brethren, by the mercies of God, that ye present your bodies a living sacrifice, holy, acceptable unto God, which is your reasonable service.” Bodies is plural, and living sacrifice is singular.
Romans 12:1 [ESV] says, “I appeal to you therefore, brothers, by the mercies of God, to present your bodies as a living sacrifice, holy and acceptable to God, which is your spiritual worship.”
A. Bodies – Individuality

1. There’s a translation controversy that when they’re translating it, was it bodies or body? Was it sacrifice or sacrifices? I agree with the singular term. 

2. If that’s what it means, all of us, individually, must sacrifice our bodies, together,—which pictures the body of Christ. 
B. Living Sacrifice – Conformity

1. Why do we give ourselves as a living sacrifice? Because we’re picturing one body – Jesus Christ. Only the church body can picture the sacrifice. If you look at the context, that’s why it uses bodies. It means we must belong to the church of Jesus Christ. We must belong to one another and grow with one another.

2. The purpose is to picture Jesus together because we have to honor Him, the sacrifice on the cross. It’s not to get what we want. Jesus Christ is infinite, awesome, and amazing. All our love together in different ways, places, and personalities will picture the infinite character of Christ.

3. That means it’s not just loving a thing. We must become living sacrifices and offer our hearts. There must be individuality in all of us, but also conformity. Our heart, our motive, and desire to have the character of Jesus Christ are the same, but it’s all displayed in different kinds of people. All of us together, even from different locations in history, picture the infinite essence of Christ. There has to be union of love. There has to be Christ likeness in our hearts. What is that Christ likeness?

4. John 13:34-35 says, “34 A new command I give you: Love one another. As I have loved you, so you must love one another. 35 By this all men will know that you are my disciples, if you love one another.”

a) It says Love one another. As I have loved you. It’s more than just a loving feeling. In the essence of our hearts, we must love. Why does it say as I have loved you? He’s talking in the context of washing the disciples dirty feet with water, which pictures the washing of our dirty hearts at the cross. He’s talking about showing His love for others through his death. That means the church of Jesus Christ has to have a growing and willing heart to die for one another.

b) This is written by John, during his young years.

5. 1 John 3:16 says, “This is how we know what love is: Jesus Christ laid down his life for us. And we ought to lay down our lives for our brothers.”

a) John writes this in his latter years. How did Jesus love us? That Jesus Christ laid down his life for us. Then it says that we ought to lay down our lives for our brothers. This means we ought to die for one another. Isn’t that the essence of what genuine love is? We must have this kind of unselfish, genuine love. It’s a growing love for one another. With this kind of attitude, we must serve one another.

b) If we have that kind of love, the world will see Jesus Christ in us and through us.
Conclusion

· This past Monday, I went to a church-like service. I call it worship at Wrigleyville. There’s a mega church in Wrigleyville. It’s over a hundred years old. It’s less than the chocolate. But there’s no true revival for 101 years. They say it’s cursed. It’s a multi-ethnic church. There are many different people, races, and all kinds of people. There are fringe members that don’t concentrate on the sermons. There are people that talk the whole time and aren’t watching the game. They even have powerpoint to make sure everyone knows what’s going on (scoreboard). They have small groups with their families. They wear blue suits. They even have special praise (7th inning stretch – Vince Vaughn). Many people clapped because the sermon was good. It was a winner (the Cubs won 2-0). There was ending praise after the sermon was so good. They sang, “Go Cubs Go. Go Cubs Go. Hey Chicago, what do you say? Cubs are going to win today.” Everyone seemed happy together and giving high fives. I was watching them and I was so sad for them. That’s the best it gets for them. For multiple reasons… where are they going this year? Nowhere. The pastors go to the game once a year. Last year we went, it was different. There was purpose and they were going to the playoffs and break the curse. It was a hundred years old even though they could not. The difference between last year’s game and this year’s game is there was pleasure without purpose. They were all happy and I was singing, “Go Cubs Go” but inside I went, “Pleasure without purpose. Pleasure without purpose.” 

· I think the church of Jesus Christ is like that. We can rub each other the wrong way, but we’ll grow together. We have a purpose. We need one another to grow in order to receive the infinite grace of God. But we must also display Him in His infinite glory. That’s why we need one another. I pray that through this day, you’re not the same, but a different person, and you share with one another. Let’s become a more complete and infinitely greater picture of Christ until we die.

· Whatever social group you belong to, it’s only as good as a Cubs game. There’s pleasure without purpose. We were born to belong to something. We can belong to the church of Jesus Christ and one another. We grow together so we can honor Him, picture Him and make a difference in an infinite realm. Our pain and pleasure is with purpose. I pray that you will join the church of Jesus Christ—a good church where you can grow and glorify God together. I pray that you’ll have wonderful times, whether through happiness, joy, tears, laughter, and pain. That grace you’ll receive will be different from anybody else’s grace. I need you, and you need me. We, together, along with all the churches in Champaign-Urbana and this world, picture more of Christ and that’s still not enough, because He’s so awesome, so great, so wonderful, so infinitely great. Our togetherness is with purpose. Sing, share, and say hello with power. The Lord is preparing you for the next hug to your small group member, or the next spiritual text message. The Lord is preparing you to be a wonderful mother through your difficult small group member. Until you die, or until you say the last words to your family member or a nurse in the hospital – as long as your heart is alive.
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