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17 "Do not think that I have come to abolish the Law or the Prophets; I have not come to abolish them but to fulfill them. 18 I tell you the truth, until heaven and earth disappear, not the smallest letter, not the least stroke of a pen, will by any means disappear from the Law until everything is accomplished. 19 Anyone who breaks one of the least of these commandments and teaches others to do the same will be called least in the kingdom of heaven, but whoever practices and teaches these commands will be called great in the kingdom of heaven. 20 For I tell you that unless your righteousness surpasses that of the Pharisees and the teachers of the law, you will certainly not enter the kingdom of heaven.

Introduction

· Last time, I talked about the topic of “Why do I need to pray?” We’re talking about the foundational things in Christian life to help us be motivated to do foundational things of Christianity. Foundational things doesn’t mean simple or easy things, but rather it means we absolutely need it and progressively need it more throughout our lives. Some people think they may know about prayer and the Bible, so they don’t need to listen. But on the contrary, we need to hear more and more about it. We need to hear these things to get deeper into God’s Word.

· Tonight, we’ll talk about “Why do I need to read the Bible?” This will help us be motivated to read and study the Bible. I hope it will motivate you to study and have a better grasp of the Bible because everything in Christianity depends on this one book.

· What do you think of the Bible? Everybody has a different opinion about the Bible. Do you take it seriously? If there was no Bible, there’d be no Christianity. The credibility of Christianity wouldn’t be there if we couldn’t trust the Bible. The Bible claims to be the revelation of God’s word. God speaks to us through the Bible. There could be a couple of hindrances in reading or believing the Bible. If you’re not Christian, you might not trust in the credibility of the Bible. If you’re a Christian, you might not understand the importance of the Bible.

· [From ChristianityToday.com: Interview with a Penitent by Cindy Crosby - 12/1/2005] Anne Rice’s darkly themed books have sold more than 75 million copies. Her first novel, Interview with the Vampire, has sold more than 8 million copies. Harry Potter’s 6th Book only sold 6.9 million copies in the United States. Rice has also written historical novels, as well as pornography and erotica under different names. Her books are widely assigned in high school and college English and philosophy classes… In the summer of 2005, it stunned the literary world where Rice’s newest novel would be Christ the Lord: Out of Egypt, a novel about Jesus’ life at age 7. She wrote, “This book means more to me than anything I have ever done. I’m not offering agnostic explanations. He is real. He worked miracles. He is the Son of God and there is so much more to write.” Why is Anne Rice, once the literary queen of darkness, now writing about Christ, the light of the world? Born with the unlikely name Howard Allen O’Brien in 1941 (she later changed her name to Anne), into a devout Catholic home full of music and literature, she was fascinated by the trappings of her faith—and afraid of the dark. The darkness became real when Anne’s mother died from alcohol complications in 1955. At 17, she attended Texas Woman’s University and read books on philosophy and existentialism. “I couldn’t believe in the principles I was brought up with when thousands of people I met who were not Catholics were very good people,” Rice says. “They were reading what they wanted to read, studying what they wanted to study… I wanted to find out what existentialism was, but that had been forbidden to me as a Catholic. I lost my faith in God.” In 1961, she married her former Texas high school classmate. In 1966, Anne gave birth to Michele. When Michele was four, Michele began to tire easily. The diagnosis: leukemia. Michele died before her sixth birthday in 1972. Her pain and questions became Interview with the Vampire, a dark book about the immortal outsiders who can kill or give eternal life through blood. Rice’s next book, The Queen of the Damned (1988), brought her blockbuster status. Numerous books followed, many themes with Rice’s past. Rice recounts, “I remember thinking, ‘This doesn’t make sense—how did the Jews survive? People don’t survive these kinds of things! Their cities [were] smashed. What really happened at the beginning of Christianity?’” She read obsessively: John A. T. Robinson, Augustine, D.A. Carson, Jacob Neusner, Luke Timothy Johnson, Craig L. Blomberg. Slowly, the historicity of the Resurrection became hard to deny. “Christianity achieved what it did,” she says, “because Jesus rose from the dead.” Anne and her sister, Karen, read passages from the Bible to each other. Rice’s questions intensified. “The Lord came looking for me,” she remembers. “Everywhere I turned, I found images of the Lord and His love.” Rice spent a lot of time sitting cross-legged in her room, her back to the bookcase, surrounded with books. Eventually, she says, “I read myself right back into faith.”

· From my perspective, she became Christian but some of her views are disagreeable. I believe she has found genuine faith through the study of the Bible, especially the historicity of the Bible. Why did I read that? The Bible is powerful. But also, reading the Bible and examining the facts of the Bible brought her to Christianity.

I. It Is a Credible Book – The Credibility of the Bible
Why is the Bible different from any other religious book in the world? Yes, spiritually, you can argue that. But there’s something that anyone can check, whether you’re Christian or not. That’s the historicity of the Bible. Anne Rice looked at the Bible as a historical document and checked it. We can do similar things through the Bible, checking its credibility, but especially the historicity. Even if you are Christian and someone asks you about this, you’ll have some things to say.
A. Bibliographical test

	Work
	Written When
	Earliest Copy
	Time Span
	# Copies

	Iliad (Homer)
	900 B.C.
	400 B.C.
	500 years
	643

	New Testament
	A.D. 40-100
	A.D. 125
	25 years
	24,000+


1. A bibliographical test is checking the copies of the documents. If it claims to be a historical document and people attest to it, then they would make copies. This test doesn’t test the original, but only the copies. Many times, the copies were handwritten. In terms of copies, there are more than 5,300 known Greek manuscripts of the New Testament, more than 10,000 in Latin and over 9,300 other early versions totaling about 24,000 manuscript copies, ranking it 1st in manuscript evidence. The second best one is the Iliad of Homer, with 643 surviving manuscripts.

2. The Bible passes with flying colors in terms of the bibliographical test. Even the second historical document can’t compare with the Bible.

B. Internal test – Genre and accuracy
People would check the content of the historical document to check the genre. Did the writers intend it to be a historical document? Were all the facts, places, and cities accurate? This test asserts that one is to assume the truthful reporting of an ancient document unless the author of the document has disqualified himself by his presence. Did New Testament writers contradict themselves? Is there anything in their writing which caused one to be objectively subject their trustworthiness? Are there statements or assertions in the text that are demonstratively false according to known archaeological, historical, scientific, or other data? As scholars examine the inside, or the content, of the Bible they also passed the test.
1. Unity

a) The Bible is unique in its continuity. There were 40 different authors writing the Bible. There’s incredible unity in the facts, dates, names of kings and cities. Imagine questioning 40 different people on their religious views. People from every socioeconomic background, ranging from extreme poverty to immense wealth. People from nearly every walk of life, kings, paupers, statesmen, fishermen, physicians, on three separate continents – Asia, Africa, and Europe. In three different languages – Hebrew, Greek, and Aramaic. It took several forms – poetry, history, civil, criminal law, ethics, didactic, parable, biography, prophecy, personal correspondence, and letters. It spanned a period of 1,000 years. Even if they have a view on one single thing, yet according to the Bible, there’s incredible unity.

b) F. F. Bruce, a historian said, “There is, I imagine, no body of literature in the world that has been exposed to the stringent analytical study that the four Gospels have sustained for the past two hundred years. Scholars today who treat the Gospels as credible historical documents do so in the full light of this analytical study.”

2. Honesty

a) If people are writing, they might try to hide their faults. But the Bible is incredibly honest, not only about the facts, but also about flaws. If you check the historical documents, all the Gospels were written 30-60 years after the death of Christ. At the latest, by 90 A.D. The Bible claims to be a historical document. At the time, if there were eyewitnesses, they could go to them and ask them. According to the Bible, there were about 500 witnesses of the resurrection of Christ according to 1 Corinthians 15. The Gospel of Luke has incredible historicity. It seems like he has gone through eyewitnesses and checked all the facts and wrote the books of Luke and Acts.

b) Today is, September 11, Friday. Did it actually happen a few years ago? How do you know? If you don’t know, you can go to New York City and talk to tens of thousands of people who have seen the towers crash. You know it happened because there were eyewitnesses. In this day in age, there are TVs and cameras. In the past, people had to talk to eyewitnesses. There were biblical accounts that did and passed with flying colors. It seemed like the gospel colors had integrity writing about their flaws. You can see they were honest about those things.

c) Moses was a murderer with a temper. David was an adulterer and a murderer. These are the people that point forward to Christ and picture Christ. The biblical writers were writing about themselves and wrote about their mistakes. It seemed like Jesus was struggling to go to the cross. The disciples were cowards by their own accounts, they denied Christ. Paul was an ex-murderer of Christians. You can see their authenticity and honesty.

3. Accuracy

a) I’m going to mention a few books to research later.

b) Dr. Clifford Wilson, author of New Light on the New Testament Letters, and a 17-volume set on the archaeological confirmation of the Bible, writes concerning Luke: “Luke demonstrated a remarkably accurate knowledge of geographical and political ideas. He referred correctly to provinces that were established at that time.” 

C. External test – Credibility from other sources

1. There are too many to read. I will read a couple of quotes.

2. In his personal archaeological investigation by former critic Sir William Ramsay, who stated after his painstaking research, “Luke’s history is unsurpassed in respect of its trustworthiness.” This is a world renowned archaeological scholar saying this.

3. According to the non-Christian Dr. Gary Habermas in Ancient Evidence for the Life of Jesus, “a broad outline of the life of Jesus” and His death by crucifixion can be reasonably and directly inferred from entirely non-Christian sources. Even the resurrection of Christ can be indirectly inferred. Even the crucifixion of Christ, that Jesus taught in Palestine and was crucified and buried in Jerusalem under Pontius Pilate can be found in extra biblical sources by non-Christians.

4. What matters about religious books? It’s this: What is the truth? If the Bible is true or if these religious books are true, then we must at least check the credibility. If it mentions geographical areas, dates, names of kings, and numerous information mentioned, at least we must check these things to see if they’re accurate. If this book is from God, it must at least have accurate facts and credibility through it.

5. I believe the Bible is a lot more than that. But at least, if you’re not a Christian, it’s a credible book. If you are a Christian and you talk to a non-Christian, you can help them to understand these things and start to help them understand the Bible.

II. It Is a Powerful Book – The Power of the Bible
If you’re a Christian and you’re not reading the Bible, you’ll have no power according to this passage. I hope that, as Christians, as we read this passage, what Jesus says about the Bible, I sincerely pray that you would be motivated to read the Bible more.
A. What is the foundation of the Bible? The Word of God
Matthew 5:17 says, “Do not think that I have come to abolish the Law or the Prophets; I have not come to abolish them but to fulfill them.”
1. It is a personal book – God speaks to you through the Bible

a) Jesus is inferring to you through the Old Testament, and now Jesus will speak through the New Testament, and now God is going to speak through His Son Jesus and God is speaking to you. The nature of the Bible is that it is the Word of God. It is an accurate writing of God’s word. God speaks to us through the Bible about who God is and who we are and what we ought to live for. It also talks about how we interpret reality. It’s a personal book because God speaks to you through the Bible. It sounds weird. But it’s not weird if you think about Google chat. If you chat, e-mail, or text, they’re just codes, words, and letters. What happens when you read those codes and letters? You laugh. It makes you happy. You feel like dying after reading some things (ie: I’m breaking up with you). You feel like living (ie: I want to get back together with you). They’re just stupid letters and lights coming on, yet as we read those things, it tremendously affects us. Why? Because there’s someone else behind those letters. That’s what the Bible is. God of the universe is G-chatting with you (God chatting with you). How much time do you spend on the computer and on the phone chatting? God wants to speak to and with you.

b) I believe that God does it through the Bible. It’s a personal book. God speaks to us through the Scripture. It’s a supernatural book. We can understand and have relationship with God. That’s why Hebrews 4 says that the Word of God is living and active, which means as we read those things, the Spirit of God uses those words to affect our hearts because they are the words of the living God. The living and active God is speaking to you through those words and we come alive and are affected and transformed and changed through the word of God.

2. It is a prophetic book

a) Matthew 5:18 says, “I tell you the truth, until heaven and earth disappear, not the smallest letter, not the least stroke of a pen, will by any means disappear from the Law until everything is accomplished.”

b) This means that God is not only speaking to us personally, but also telling us what it will be like in the future. He says until everything is accomplished meaning not a single thing will disappear from the Bible. That means not only is God speaking to us through the Bible, God is running the universe through the Bible. It’s God’s manual.

B. What is the focus of the Bible? Jesus
1. Matthew 5:17 says, “Do not think that I have come to abolish the Law or the Prophets; I have not come to abolish them but to fulfill them.”

2. The Law or the Prophets is talking about the Old Testament, and Jesus is saying that the whole Old Testament is talking about Jesus. He’s going to fulfill it and His disciples will write about Him and what the disciples will write about Him will become the New Testament. Jesus is saying that the Bible is about Him.

3. Luke 24:44 says, “He said to them, ‘This is what I told you while I was still with you: Everything must be fulfilled that is written about me in the Law of Moses, the Prophets and the Psalms.’”

4. As we read different passages of the Bible, it’s so confusing. But everything is like this. The most difficult topic I had to take in college was Chemistry. I don’t understand it. I was a psychology major. I understand a little bit about people, but I don’t know what they’re made of. It takes time for you to understand chemistry. How many of you are good at video games? Counterstrike and different kinds of games? How long did it take you to master it? If I were to play the game right now, it’d be as confusing for me as it is for you in front of the Bible. It just takes time.

5. My question to you is, “Which one is more worth it?” to spend time in front of. You can be an expert in video games, but I want to be an expert in the Bible. It just takes time. You need to put your time in worthwhile things. The Bible is the story with a throne. Jesus is saying, “I am on that throne. It’s about me.” Adam rebelled against God and God wanted to build His kingdom and God wanted to raise His children through Adam, but Adam rebelled and men followed Adam. Though God starts a new humanity through Abraham, Moses, and the Israelites, but they continuously rebel.  God is still picturing what His people ought to be like even though people rebel. He’s saying that Jesus is coming in the New Testament and He’s the new Moses. He starts the new humanity and the new Israelites and when we follow Jesus Christ whom the Old Testament leaders and people were picturing, we become His people. When we are in Christ, forever and ever, He will come back to take us home and we will live with Him forever and ever and ever. That’s what the Bible is. It’s the only story we can get in. This is the story. Every story we dream of getting in that we can’t get into is pointing towards the story of the gospel. Beauty and the Beast, Return of the King, are all pointing towards the story. That’s why Jesus is saying it will be fulfilled that is written in me.

C. What is the function of the Bible? Change / Transformation
Some of you want to be who you are. You might not want to be someone else, but you want to be who you are. The Bible says that as God transforms and changes you, you will become who you were created to be. It will help you to become the most beautiful, powerful, and wonderful person you were meant to be.
Matthew 5:19-20 says, “19 Anyone who breaks one of the least of these commandments and teaches others to do the same will be called least in the kingdom of heaven, but whoever practices and teaches these commands will be called great in the kingdom of heaven. 20 For I tell you that unless your righteousness surpasses that of the Pharisees and the teachers of the law, you will certainly not enter the kingdom of heaven.”
1. It is to change our hearts [20]

a) The Pharisees and the teachers of the law were the best in obeying exactly what the Bible says. Jesus says that unless their righteousness surpasses that of the Pharisees and the teachers of the law. They were doing things, but without the heart of love. Verse 20 is saying that you need to change your heart, so as you obey, you would do it out of love.

b) It’s not doing something out of rebellion against God, but rather to fall in love with the King, who is our heavenly Father, who is with us, guiding us, protecting us, who is in Jesus Christ, and who will never let us go. The Bible is there to change our hearts.

2. It is to change our lives [19]

a) Anyone who breaks one of the least of these commandments and teaches others to do the same will be called least in the kingdom of heaven, but whoever practices and teaches these commands will be called great in the kingdom of heaven. This means that as God changes our hearts, slowly but surely, our lives will change because the Bible talks about every sphere of our lives. It talks about our thoughts, personal lives, relationships with other people, dating relationship, jobs, cubicles, and family lives. The Bible is saying that as your heart changes, you will change to be who you’re meant to be. Your life will change. Every sphere of your life will change so you will become the most beautiful, most powerful person you can be in Christ so you will represent Him.

3. It is to help us change others [19]

a) It says whoever practices and teaches these commands will be called great in the kingdom of heaven. Our hearts must change and our lives will change, and we will be used to change others. When will that happen? Only when the Word of God goes into our hearts and burns our hearts. The Word of God must become fire in our hearts and burn in our hearts. We become loving people with the fire in us and we want to love Him and in every sphere of our lives we live to glorify Him and live to love others and others will see Jesus through us. There, it will melt their hearts with the love of Christ and they will change one heart at a time.

b) That’s what Luke 24:32 is saying. Jesus was explaining the verse to the disciples. Luke 24:32 says, “They asked each other, ‘Were not our hearts burning within us while he talked with us on the road and opened the Scriptures to us?’” I don’t know how many times as I’ve been studying the Bible in the past 30 years, how many times the Bible has been burning in my heart. It’s been transforming my heart. There’s still a long way to go. But I can say that I’m changing everyday. You may look at me and say, “What an imperfect person. That guy is a pastor of a church?!?” But I can tell you that the Word of God is burning in my heart daily and I am being changed because if you search the Scripture, Scripture will search you. Your heart will burn and you can’t help but to change. We must take time for important things.

c) Let me ask you, what do you never get tired of? Make sure the Bible is something you never get tired of. Let it come after you. Let it burn your heart. Have you ever had that experience? Read and obey. Read and try to apply. Don’t obey to live according to what it says. But obey to love the One who said these things. Let the Word be in you and eventually you will be in the Word and you will be part of the story. He is in your plan right now. But soon enough, you will be in His and that’s a much better plan. It’s a helpful book. It helps us and it will help us to help others. It will give us purpose. It will give us motivation. It will give us energy to get up in the morning because you’re living for God.

d) God uses us through the Word as the Holy Spirit uses these words. Why is this book more special than any other book? Because the Holy Spirit uses these words to burn our hearts. It’s not in any other book. God can speak through any book in the world, but not in this way of the Bible. This is a special, personal, incredible book. It’s the only book God will use this way to transform our hearts so we’ll never be the same. If you have one genuine minute encounter with the Bible, you will never be the same again.

e) Let me talk about C.S. Lewis, the author of the Chronicles of Narnia. After reading the seventh and final volume of the Chronicles of Narnia, we don’t feel like reading another one. Instead, it creates in us a yearning to be somehow infused into the story itself to be part of the group, the grand adventure that awaits. C.S. Lewis intends that. As he writes about Aslan, a Christ figure, this is what he says, “And as he spoke, he no longer look to them like a lion. But things that began to happen after that were so great and beautiful that I cannot write them. And for us (the leaders), this is the end of all the stories and we can most truly say that they all lived happily ever after. But for them (the ones in the story), it was only the beginning of the real story. All their life in this world and all their adventure in Narnia had only been the cover of the title page. Now at last, there they were beginning chapter one of the great story, which no one on Earth has read which goes on forever. And which, every chapter is better than the one before.” I’m always impressed with his writing and I can’t understand how someone can write like this unless they are inspired by God. I wish I wrote it, but I didn’t. 

f) The point is we are in the story. Our whole life is in the cover page. Our whole life in 50, 60, or 70 years is only a preparation for the real and eternal world. When we get there, every chapter will be better than the one before. We have to read this book because it’s an incredible book.

III. It Is a Helpful Book – The Availability of the Bible

A. Read

1. Human beings are complex. The heart, mind, desires, freedom, love, choices, belief, system take time to develop. You need to read the Bible. 

2. There was a man in Kansas City severely injured in an explosion. Evangelist Robert L. Sumner tells about this man in this book The Wonders of the Word of God. The victim’s face was badly disfigured, and he lost his eyesight as well as both hands. He was just a new Christian, and one of his greatest disappointments was that he could no longer read the Bible. Then he heard about a lady in England who read Braille with her lips. Hoping to do the same, he sent for some books of the Bible in Braille. Much to his dismay, however, he discovered that the nerve endings in his lips had been destroyed by the explosion. One day, as he brought one of the Braille pages to his lips, his tongue happened to touch a few of the raised characters and he could feel them. Like a flash he thought, I can read the Bible using my tongue. At the time Robert Sumner wrote his book, the man had “Read” through the entire Bible four times.

3. How many of you have read the Bible at least once? This man, just like Psalm 119 can say, “You’re word is sweeter than honey.” Many of you think you’re busy now. I will tell you, “Talk to the people who are working, who have families, who have children.” You have so much time now. Four classes is only four hours, or if you have a lab, maybe 7 hours. You have to learn to read the Bible.

B. Study
You can come to the Friday and Sunday services. All the pastors will preach and teach from the Bible. You can go to small groups and you can study the Bible. Ask questions. We’ll have discussions. I would ask you to do a personal study of the Bible as well. I wrote down some online resources there. They’re all free. Learn to use secondary resources. It’s just like cheat sheets when you play games. These things will help you to understand. They’re written in many different historical background. When you understand the meaning like when you listen to a sermon or when a verse is explained, it feeds you and you enjoy it. If you go through it, you can experience it and learn to experience it on your own.
1. Online Bible resources

a) Concordance – http://bible.oneplace.com
b) Bible atlas – http://bibleatlas.org
c) Bible dictionaries – http://eastonbibledictionary.com
d) Bible handbooks – http://biblelight.org
e) Commentaries – http://biblegateway.com
2. Books
For non-Christians, you might read about these things that have facts about the Bible.

a) Case for Christ – Lee Strobel

(1) This has many facts about Christ and Christianity and historical accounts.

b) Case for Faith – Lee Strobel

(1) This has many questions about faith.

c) Case for Creator – Lee Strobel

(1) This has many scientific proofs about the Creator.

d) The Reason for God – Timothy Keller

e) Evidence that demands verdict – Josh McDowell

(1) This is a reference book and has many facts.

C. Think / Meditate

1. As you read and study the Bible, now you can start to think and see things through the Bible. The Bible is like a telescope. You don’t look at the telescope, but you look through the telescope. When you start to read the Bible, you start to understand different parts of the book and you understand the reality of life and you start to understand history, the universe, time, and things start to connect and you see the reality, purpose, yourself, and other people.

2. Challenge the contradictions of the Bible. Challenge the contradictions within the Bible, but also the contradictions between you and the Bible. Someone said, “Men do not reject the Bible because it contradicts itself, but because it contradicts them.” You start to see the contradictions. Then pray.

D. Pray

Luke 24:44-45 says, “44 He said to them, ‘This is what I told you while I was still with you: Everything must be fulfilled that is written about me in the Law of Moses, the Prophets and the Psalms.’ 45 Then he opened their minds so they could understand the Scriptures.”

1. As God starts to talk to you through the Word, then you have to talk to him back through prayer. Sometimes, I suggest this generation pray through the computer. Text him. I believe prayer will do that. Sometimes when you don’t understand the Bible, just honestly speak to Him.

2. When did the disciples start to understand? He opened their minds so they could understand the Scriptures. Maybe you can pray, “Why do you open their eyes and not mine? Are you fair?” Pray with these verses. He will open your mind and your heart. I wish you could experience a glimpse of my joy. I feel like I barely know the Scripture and I wish you could experience the joy that I have.

3. Sometimes I get so excited studying the Bible, I don’t know how else to explain it. I’m studying the Bible for 7-8 hours at the office. I run up and down when no one else is around and I go to the table and go to the bathroom and do all sorts of things. I hope no one has a camera there. 

E. Live it

1. Some people read fortune cookies and think they’re deep. They try to live it throughout the day. My goodness! The Word of God is better than fortune cookies and wise sayings of dads, grandfathers, famous figures, movies, or books. This is the Word of God.

Conclusion

· In a video clip from the Interview with the Vampire, Tom Cruise, a vampire, speaks to a little girl played by Kirsten Dunst. He’s the one who made her into a vampire so she calls him father in this scene. Kirsten Dunst does an amazing job acting and is expressing to Tom Cruise that, “Someday you’re going to leave. But you took me away from my mother. You made me into a vampire. Now give me somebody, a mother, who will stay with me forever.” This is the scene that shows her desire for a mother. Look at the relationship between Kirsten Dunst and her mother figure. She’s too weak to make the mother into a vampire. She’s asking Tom Cruise to make her mother into a vampire to stay with her forever.

· When Madeleine says, “A child cannot die.” It reminded me of this story.

· [From ChristianityToday.com: Interview with a Penitent by Cindy Crosby - 12/1/2005] This was written by Anne Rice and the loss of a family member. In 1966 (5 years after her marriage), Anne gave birth to Michele, nicknamed “Mouse.” When she was four, Michele began to tire easily. The diagnosis: leukemia. Michele died before her sixth birthday in 1972. How do you copy with the death of a child? Anne says she and Stan became “heavy, heavy social drinkers,” who drowned their grief in alcohol. Anne began writing through her pain, expanding an earlier short story she’d written about vampires. Her questions about life poured into her novel. How do you go on living when you are in despair, in darkness? What is the meaning of life? Is there a God? Do good and evil exist? “I had a terrible sense of impotence over not saving my child. I was pouring out the pain of the loss of Michele and also the feelings of despair of a person who does not have faith in God.” Her pain and questions became Interview with the Vampire, a dark book about immortal outsiders who can kill or give eternal life through blood.”

· When that lady says, “What is she to you?” She says, “A child who cannot die.” Rice is expressing herself. She wanted to be in that story. She was in a dark story before she found Christ. It was a hopeless story. But when she came to know Jesus Christ, now as she reads the Bible, she finds herself in this story. There is true love and hope. Just like Narnia. Just like Aslan. Her life will only be a cover page of the title page. At last, we’re beginning the chapter of one of the great stories that no one on Earth has read which goes on forever, which every chapter is better than the one before.

