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I. It Is a Credible Book – The Credibility of the Bible
A. Bibliographical test
	Work
	Written When
	Earliest Copy
	Time Span
	# Copies

	Iliad (Homer)
	900 B.C.
	400 B.C.
	500 years
	643

	New Testament
	A.D. 40-100
	A.D. 125
	25 years
	24,000+


B. Internal test – Genre and accuracy
1. Unity

2. Honesty

3. Accuracy

C. External test – Credibility from other sources
II. It Is a Powerful Book – The Power of the Bible
Matthew 5:17-20  17“Do not think that I have come to abolish the Law or the Prophets; I have not come to abolish them but to fulfill them. 18I tell you the truth, until heaven and earth disappear, not the smallest letter, not the least stroke of a pen, will by any means disappear from the Law until everything is accomplished. 19Anyone who breaks one of the least of these commandments and teaches others to do the same will be called least in the kingdom of heaven, but whoever practices and teaches these commands will be called great in the kingdom of heaven. 20For I tell you that unless your righteousness surpasses that of the Pharisees and the teachers of the law, you will certainly not enter the kingdom of heaven.

A. What is the foundation of the Bible? The Word of God   
Matthew 5:17  
1. It is a personal book – God speaks to you through the Bible
2. It is a prophetic book
Matthew 5:18  I tell you the truth, until heaven and earth disappear, not the smallest letter, not the least stroke of a pen, will by any means disappear from the Law until everything is accomplished.
B. What is the focus of the Bible? Jesus
Matthew 5:17  Do not think that I have come to abolish the Law or the Prophets; I have not come to abolish them but to fulfill them.
Luke 24:44  He said to them, “This is what I told you while I was still with you: Everything must be fulfilled that is written about me in the Law of Moses, the Prophets and the Psalms.” 

C. What is the function of the Bible? Change/Transformation
Matthew 5:19-20  19Anyone who breaks one of the least of these commandments and teaches others to do the same will be called least in the kingdom of heaven, but whoever practices and teaches these commands will be called great in the kingdom of heaven. 20For I tell you that unless your righteousness surpasses that of the Pharisees and the teachers of the law, you will certainly not enter the kingdom of heaven.

Luke 24:32  They asked each other, “Were not our hearts burning within us while he talked with us on the road and opened the Scriptures to us?”
1. It is to change our hearts [20]
2. It is to change our lives [19]
3. It is to help us to change others [19]
III. It Is a Helpful Book – The Availability of the Bible
A. Read
B. Study
Online Bible resources

Concordance:
      bible.oneplace.com

Bible atlas:    
      bibleatlas.org

Bible dictionaries:   eastonbibledictionary.com

Bible handbooks:    biblelight.org

Commentaries:        biblegateway.com
Books

Case for Christ – Lee Strobel

Case for Faith – Lee Strobel

Case for Creator – Lee Strobel

The Reason for God – Timothy Keller

Evidence that demands verdict – Josh McDowell

C. Think/Meditate
D. Pray

Luke 24:44-45  44He said to them, “This is what I told you while I was still with you: Everything must be fulfilled that is written about me in the Law of Moses, the Prophets and the Psalms.” 45Then he opened their minds so they could understand the Scriptures.
E. Live it
