“Salt and Light”
Matthew 5:13-16

Rev. Min Chung

(Lord’s Day Service, June 21,2009)

13“You are the salt of the earth. But if the salt loses its saltiness, how can it be made salty again? It is no longer good for anything, except to be thrown out and trampled by men. 14“You are the light of the world. A city on a hill cannot be hidden. 15Neither do people light a lamp and put it under a bowl. Instead they put it on its stand, and it gives light to everyone in the house. 16In the same way, let your light shine before men, that they may see your good deeds and praise your Father in heaven.

Introduction

· In the past two weeks I’ve been to Myanmar, Thailand and Orlando. In Orlando I was attending a general assembly of the Presbyterian Church in America (PCA)—the denomination which I belong to. While I was speaking at the Korean American pastors luncheon, there was a pastor that I really respect, Frank Barker, listening in the front row. Rhetorically, I asked “what do you think is more important, character or purpose?” But out of the blue this man of God answers “character!” in a way that I couldn’t really disagree with. It was like he was preaching to me. 
· As we look into the Scripture, think about it: what is more important, character or purpose? I believe that it is both. The Bible says that the greatest commandment is to Love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your strength and with all your mind; and, Love your neighbor as yourself. That’s character, our heart, or who we are. And then there‘s also purpose, where we need to go and make disciples of all nations, as shown in the Great Commission. Character and purpose must go together. Although they’re both important, character must be there first in order for us to fulfill our purpose. Not because it’s more important, but there’s a chronology that takes place. If we become people that are more like Jesus in the development of our character, then we can go forth and fulfill the purposes of God.
· Similarly, what is more important, family or work? In Ephesians 6, in terms of redemption, family, work, and church are all equally important. But family is in some sense more important. 1 Timothy 3:5 says, If anyone does not know how to manage his own family, how can he take care of God's church? They’re equally important in terms of priority, but first you need to be a good family member in order to be an elder in the church. Just as character is chronologically more important than purpose, ministering to family is more important than church. 
· This passage has a lot to do with this. You are the salt of the earth and light of the world. In order for you to shine and make a difference, you need to be salty and bright. To be an influence in this world, we need to be like Christ–like. We need to meditate on this as we think about this summer and reaching out to others. During the summer we often think there are fewer things to do and thus more time to relax, so we play around. But the Bible shows that we need to reach out, because people are more relaxed and want to play. This serves as a way to relate to people and reach out to them. That’s how we think biblically about our time this summer. 
I. The Essence of Salt and Light – Saltiness and Brightness

Matthew 5:13-14 says, “13‘You are the salt of the earth. But if the salt loses its saltiness, how can it be made salty again? It is no longer good for anything, except to be thrown out and trampled by men. 14‘You are the light of the world. A city on a hill cannot be hidden.”
A. We need to be salty and bright. This is the essence of being a Christian. Verse 13 is saying that if the salt loses its saltiness it’s useless, so we have to be salty. The next verse insinuates that unless the light is bright it cannot show or shine. Saltiness and brightness are the essence of influence as a Christian. 
B. In a more concrete manner, what is this saltiness and brightness? We need to understand that this passage comes right after the beatitudes. Here Jesus describes what Christians ought to be like and after that it talks about how you influence.
Matthew 5:1-10 says, “1Now when he saw the crowds, he went up on a mountainside and sat down. His disciples came to him, 2and he began to teach them, saying: 3‘Blessed are the poor in spirit, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven. 4Blessed are those who mourn, for they will be comforted. 5Blessed are the meek, for they will inherit the earth. 6Blessed are those who hunger and thirst for righteousness, for they will be filled. 7Blessed are the merciful, for they will be shown mercy. 8Blessed are the pure in heart, for they will see God. 9Blessed are the peacemakers, for they will be called sons of God. 10Blessed are those who are persecuted because of righteousness, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven.”
C. In the book of Matthew, Jesus Christ is shown as the Messiah who came to declare His kingdom and to build His kingdom through His people. In the Sermon on the Mount in Matthew 5-7, He talks about how kingdom citizens ought to live and what kingdom citizens are like (vv. 1-10). They have hearts that are so self-denying that they don’t care about persecution, because they want to show Christ to others. It’s who they are. And because of who they are, wherever they go, they will shine as light. It’s a description of their heart, character, and Christ-likeness, which is their saltiness and brightness.
D. The world will look at this and ask, what can those whose only appetite is for righteousness and only weapon is purity of heart accomplish? The Bible says they can accomplish much for the kingdom of God. 

E. Martin Lloyd-Jones, a medical doctor commentator said "The glory of the gospel is that when the church is absolutely different from the world, she invariably attracts it. It is then that the world is made to listen to her message, though it may hate it at first.” If we are like this, if we are Christ-like, though initially we might repel the world, we will ultimately attract it because of the beauty of our Lord Jesus Christ.

F. Many people misunderstand this. Many think we are to do better and do more good work than those who don’t know Christ. But that’s not what the passage is saying. We’re not called to be better, but called to be different. Someone can be nice, but still be sinful. So when the Bible says to do nice things, it’s referring to Christ-likeness, which is an absolutely different nature of work. We are aliens in this world. Our work, what we do, and how we live is to be work and life of a different kind. Unless the Spirit and Word of God come into our hearts and minds and give us life and there’s resurrection of life in our hearts and we become different people, there’s no way we can shine. 
G. We are to be heavenly salt and alien light. Heavenly salt as we create taste buds for meaningful and eternal life because of Jesus in us. We are to be alien lights because it helps others see the invisible path of the cross that Christ walked on and we need to be walking on. We’re not to be better, we are to be different. We’re people of different nature. That essence of Christ-likeness in us, that essence of the Spirit of God in us, which we talked about through Romans 8, is the essence of salt and light. 
II. The Influence of Salt and Light

A. No and Yes

1. No – Preserving salt

1. When we think about salt we think about taste and thirst. If you go to a Chinese buffet and check their salt levels, it’s pretty salty because the more salt you eat, the more water you drink, and the less you eat. But in biblical times, salt was mainly used as a preservative because there was no refrigeration. Everything had to be preserved with salt. You have to be salt in this dark, decaying world. The main purpose of being salt is preserving this earth from decaying to be sinful. Say no to sin and the world. 

2. Yes – Guiding light

1. The main function of light is to be a guiding light, like a city on a hill. How do we do that? Light reveals things as they are. People do not know darkness unless there is light. Also, light gives life through photosynthesis to plants, animals eat plants, and we eat animals, some of you eat plants, but we eat because of light and survive. That’s how the world goes around. 
2. Light reveals its source as this passage says, because of your good deeds they will praise your Father in Heaven. Something about our work shows the Father and leads others to praise Him. We can help others to see their sin, so they can say no to their sins and yes to Christ. We are to be the guiding light that gives the gospel and thus, guides people to God. 
B. Jesus

	Salt
	Light

	Melts – Sacrifice
	Illuminates – Conquer

	Invisible influence
	Visible influence

	The first coming
	The second coming

	Servanthood
	Kingship

	Sacrificial service
	Piercing holiness

	Lamb of God
	King of Kings


1. Jesus was the ultimate salt and light.

2. Salt melts and Jesus sacrifices. Light illuminates and Jesus conquers. 
3. The invisible influence of Jesus is comparable to salt and His sacrifices. At that time no one knew what He did, but when the Word started to spread through thousands of years, the world was influenced by the gospel. His piecing light and piecing holiness will be shown as a visible influence. 
4. The first coming is concerning His sacrifice of dying for us. In the second coming He’s going to conquer and show that He is the King of Kings and Lord of Lords. That’s why salt emphasizes the servanthood of Jesus – how He sacrifices and the invisible influences in His first coming. While the light emphasizes His Kingship and piercing holiness. Jesus Christ melts, becoming one of us and touching us. Just like salt touches what it wants to influence, He sacrifices and into darkness He shines. In the first coming He’s just the humble Lamb of God, but in the second coming He’s the Lion of Judah, King of Kings. Every knee will bow, every tongue will confess that Jesus Christ is Lord. He’s the salt, the light.
C. Us – The methodology

1. Because of the true influence of Jesus, we in His image can influence others. In John 8, Jesus says He is the light of the world and He says to us, the believers, you also are the light of the world. We represent Him.

2. One of the other commentators gave a great illustration about how Jesus is the sun and we are the moon. There’s a chronology, after the sun comes the moon. After the first coming of Christ we come. We are merely reflecting the light of Christ, as the moon is merely reflecting the light of the sun. In that sense, Jesus is the light and we are just reflecting His likeness to the world. We are only shining the light that is derived from the Son.  We cannot generate light. That’s why we are the lamp in this passage, not the sun. We are shining what Jesus has done on the cross through our sacrificial living. Through our holiness we are a light showing Christ, but it’s reflected light of His holiness and character. Through this people can be attracted to Christ as they are attracted to us. As we talk about and show Him, they’ll see Jesus in and through us.
3. If we really think about it, there’s less pressure on us. The implication is that we are merely a common substance. We don’t have to generate light or be great things or be the gold of the earth. Just salt. Salt is a common thing, yet it makes a difference. God uses simple things of this earth as illustrations throughout the gospel, just like salt. God uses us simple people to illustrate to the world what He has done on the cross. For example, when David defeats Goliath, he doesn’t use Saul’s armor, but just uses a sling and five stones. Jesus could have been born in a palace, through a noble woman with noble ancestry, but He chose the peasant girl Mary. There’s a good probability that she was illiterate, and she gave birth to Christ in a stable. God uses small things and people.
4. Another person once said we are like picture frames. God is not interested in gold frames or beautifully carved frames. All we need to be are empty frames and then Jesus decides to put Himself, His image, into us. If we are just empty frames, others will see Jesus. If we are salty and bright, Christ-like in our hearts, because of his presence in us we will influence others.

III. The Lessons for the Salt and Light

A. Responsibility and enablement – You are

1. You are the salt of the earth and the light. In Greek it’s almost like saying, you alone are. There’s no other salt and light, you alone. I believe the text is saying we Christians are the indispensable means for Him to show Himself to the world. We are made in His image, nothing else. You alone are salt and light. There is no other means that God ordained as His means to show Himself. That’s a big responsibility, but there’s tremendous enablement via the Spirit of God is in us. Therefore even though there’s responsibility, there’s no pressure, only pleasure, in Christ. There are a few times in the Bible where God uses donkeys. God uses different kinds of things, but He ordained us. That’s why the Bible says if you don’t do it, the rocks will cry out. He can use donkeys or cockroaches, but wants to use us. 
2. The Christian response ought not to be pressure, but gratitude and a sense of privilege. Whenever you serve God, whenever you feel obligated or pressured, whenever you feel like it’s too much, you’re complaining, repent of your sins. God doesn’t need us. He can use anything—other people animals, or things, but He chose to use us, praise the Lord. I cannot believe I can do this for the Lord. God could’ve used someone better looking or taller, with better English, better Korean, or more languages. But God chose me. I cannot believe I can do this for God. There is a sense of responsibility and enablement that should lead you to gratitude and a sense of privilege to serve God. Rarely say no to God’s work. When you say no, it’s because you have to do some other kind of God’s work.
3. Woodrow Wilson once wrote, “I was sitting in a barber chair when I became that a wonderful personality had entered the room. The man had come quietly upon the same errand as myself, to have his hair cut. He sat in the chair next to me and began to talk to the barber. Every word the man uttered showed a personal interest in the man serving him. Before I got through what was being done to me, I was aware that I had attended an evangelistic service because D.L. Moody was in this chair. I purposely lingered in that room and noticed a single effect his visit had. They talked in undertones, they didn’t know his name, but something had elevated their thoughts. I felt I left that place as if I should’ve left a place of worship.” When D.L. Moody was in the room, Woodrow Wilson felt like he was in an evangelistic service without him saying a single bible verse. And he felt like he was leaving a place of worship. Are you a person like that? Because of your presence, are people experiencing the worship service? Do you have a presence wherever you go? The Bible says if you have the Spirit of God, then you are, because you are the light and will shine in darkness. But the brighter the better. Some of you are flickering, but we need to be a beam of light that shines and makes a difference in this world.

4. When I was finishing seminary, I remember one professor that would introduce some senior students like this, “Biblical Theological Seminary is better because of this man.” I wonder if I were to introduce any one of you, could I say that “CFC is better because of ‘your name’”? On another occasion when I was graduating from college, attending a Korean church, and about to make a great speech. The college pastor ran out and said, “Let me tell you about this man. We’re going to lose him, but our loss will be other peoples’ gain.” If you were leaving and were giving a speech and I came out, could I say that?
B. Church – You all are

1. When it says, “you are the light of the world”, it’s plural, meaning “you all are.” Together as a body of believers we represent different aspects, perspectives, spheres, and characteristics of Christ. It’s a plurality. We have to stick together. There’s no choice. We’re stuck together for eternity, so we might as well get along. That’s why I’m concerned about every single one of you, because we need you. If you are a Christian, you are apart of this. Diffused light has no power, one grain of salt does make a difference, but you need a lot to make substantial change. So church of Jesus Christ together, CFC, for the maximum influence we must stick together. You need to be concerned about other people, families, small groups, areas, churches on campus, missionaries, and Christians around the world. 
2. Some years ago a magazine carried a series of pictures depicting a tragic story. The first picture was a wheat field in western Kansas. The second picture was a distressed mother sitting in a farm house in the center of a field of wheat. What happened? Her four-year-old son had wandered a little too far in the field and the father and mother were looking for him but he was too short to be seen. The third picture showed dozens of friends and neighbors who had joined hands to make a long human chain to search for the boy. The final picture showed the father holding his lifeless son who died before he was found. The caption under the final picture read, “Oh God if only we had joined hands sooner”. If they came together earlier they would have likely found him alive. May we learn from this story. We need to join our hands together and seek for the ones who do not know Him.
3. This passage talks about salt and light, a city on a hill, and then light in each house. Personally, we need to shine as a house lamp, and together, we are a holy city on a hill where God is. Individually, we need to shine in our personal relationships, and corporately we need to shine as a city. 

C. The nature of work – Good work

1. When we think of good work, a lot of times people think of social work. Yes, we need to go out and help the poor. But many people think good work is limited to the social realm, which isn’t necessarily true. There are two words you can use in Greek for the word good. Agathos, which shows the quality of work, but in this case it is more kalos, which means attractive, good, or beautiful work. What is our beautiful work? Jesus Christ inside of us and any work that shows Jesus is good work. Good work is good hearted, good motive, and good character work. It is a mother who takes care of her children and seeks to raise them to be men or women of God. It is a teacher going out to students who are not listening and praying every morning that those children would be men and women of God. Good work is just going out with a good heart, even if you just say hello to someone in a restaurant. Anything we do out of a good heart, as a Christ-like person, is good work. Why? These works are of heavenly salt and alien light.

2. We are different kinds of people, so our work is different. Someone who does not have the Spirit of God in them verses someone who does work with Christ in them, even if they do the same thing, are different in their work. Only because of Jesus is there good work in us and through us. This passage refers to more than good deeds, but to good works of a person of good character.

D. Methodology of ministry – Salt then light

HP + RD + CP = MI

1. There’s chronology in ministry, inside first, then outside. Relational sacrifice, then revelatory guidance. We go into people’s lives and rub shoulders with them. If salt is not touching what it wants to influence it cannot influence. It has to be in contact with the substance it wants to influence. Unless there’s a touch of salt, there’s no teaching of light.

2. High Potency + Close Proximity = Maximum Influence. For high potency, you have to be salty. For close proximity, it has to touch the substance it wants to influence for maximum influence. I added RD, for rich density, according to this passage we have to be close and stick together.
E. The goal of kingdom life – Praise the Father

1. Through all that, they will see God through us. Do you see Christ in yourself? This is the goal of kingdom life: that others may see Christ in us and say Father we praise you, thank you, and worship you. That’s the goal of Christian life: Christ in us, so that Christ will be shown through us.

Conclusion

· Former senior pastor of Wheaton church, Kent Hughes, wrote about his daughter, “When my now grown daughter Holly was in the first grade she weekly approached our teacher, Mrs. Smith, and committed said, ‘Mrs. Smith will you come to church?’ Mrs. Smith would promise to do so and when Mrs. Smith did not show up, Holly would approach her on Monday morning and say, ‘Mrs. Smith, you didn’t come to church.’ Who could resist those big sad brown eyes? Finally Mrs. Smith came and she came again and she came to know Jesus. Today she’s a remarkable radiant sunbeam herself. This is a mystery and it is beautiful.” Somehow believers shine with the light of Christ and it goes forth with life changing effect. The facts are, Jesus is the light and the world is in darkness. Somehow believers are light, and if we are believers we will shine somehow someway.

· One of my favorite stories of reformers and martyrdom is of Master Nicholas Ridley and Hugh Latimer. When these English martyrs were being taken to the stake to be burned and Ridley was dying first, Latimer was in the prison and able to see his friend. As he went forth dying at the stake Latimer said, “Be of good cheer brother Ridley. We have lit such a candle in England that by the grace of God shall never be put out.” They were literally being burned to be a light of the world. Together, with rich density, they were encouraging one another. If one or both of them were criminals, would their burning and dying have any power? No. But because of the high potency, because of the saltiness and brightness, their death became a light of fire in England that will never be put out. It is not only because of their death, but how they lived until then that qualified them to have value to the death. Their death was a good work. How does that picture Jesus? Three dying criminals, two of them were not of much value except the one in the middle, Jesus Christ. Because of who He is and what He has done, how He lived changed the world. I pray that we’ll learn that lesson and do the same this summer. 
· Let’s pray that we get a little more salty and brighter so that people may see Him through us. Make a commitment to the Lord. Want to be more salty and bright. Read the Bible and pray. Our goal is to be saltier and brighter, more of Jesus. Make some concrete commitments. As I walk to class or drive to school, memorizing one verse. Be brighter, a little more salty as you hold your child. Pray for your child. As your heavenly Father loves you, hold your child. Pray to the Lord a few minutes. Your saltiness and brightness matters to me. It’s not about you—it’s about the kingdom, the King Jesus.

Suggested Closing Songs

Here I am to Worship

