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28 And we know that in all things God works for the good of those who love him, who have been called according to his purpose. 29 For those God foreknew he also predestined to be conformed to the likeness of his Son, that he might be the firstborn among many brothers. 30 And those he predestined, he also called; those he called, he also justified; those he justified, he also glorified.

Introduction

· The doctrine of predestination is one of the most misunderstood doctrines. People use this passage for argument and debate, but I believe the doctrine of predestination is supposed to be used for strength, power, and assurance. When we are discouraged, it should be the bedrock doctrine that comforts and strengthens us. 

· We must be promise-oriented Christians, not feeling-oriented Christians. In the midst of hardships, suffering, and difficulties, we must be strong, not fluctuating with the circumstances. As Christians, we should be consistent, trusting in the Lord. Predestination is not about debate, it is suppose to teach us how to be more like Jesus Christ. 

I. The Promise

A. To whom does this promise apply? [28]

1. To those who love him

2. To those who have been called according to his purpose

a) Is it two kinds of people? No, I think the passage is talking about one person at two angles. It’s a definition of a Christian. Christians are the ones who love Him and are called according to His purpose. 

b) It’s a paradox. There is justifying love in us but there is also glorifying love for us to love Him.

c) So which comes first? That we love Him first or that He called us first? The chicken first? The egg first? Chicken! Because God created animals. In the creation perspective, God sovereignly ordains everything, but it is not in violation of our choices. It goes well together.

d) This promise is for Christians only (those who are united to Christ).

B. What is meant by good? [28-29]
Romans 8:28-29 says, “28 And we know that in all things God works for the good of those who love him, who have been called according to his purpose. 29 For those God foreknew he also predestined to be conformed to the likeness of his Son, that he might be the firstborn among many brothers.”
1. Good is a subjective word. For different people, it can be health, success, receiving admiration, wealth, or having an attractive spouse. In this verse, good is defined in verse 29.

2. God works for the good means that God works in such a way that you’ll become more like Jesus. Romans 8:29 says that he also predestined to be conformed to the likeness of his Son. In the moment you’re a Christian, you start to become like Jesus. In heaven, what good is money? What good is fame? What good is blank? You want the pleasure of whatever you want on this earth. That pleasure will still be there. But anything beyond that is superficial.

3. One of my daughters said, “I don’t want to marry someone who is shorter than me.” What is good to you? 

4. A goal is best obtained in the existence of no other goal. The more undivided you are about wanting to grow to be more like Jesus Christ, the easier it is to obtain that goal – to become good in Christ.

5. It can’t be a goal; it has to be the goal. 

C. Are the things that happen in life that God uses to bring this good end necessarily good in themselves?

1. In Romans 8, Paul writes about suffering and its continual existence in our lives. Sickness, pain, betrayal, hatred, and grief are all evil. But the text teaches that God uses suffering to affect his own people. In the midst of all your sufferings, you are becoming more like Jesus. The Bible doesn’t say to rejoice because of suffering, but to rejoice in suffering because you have Him.

D. What is our relationship to what God is doing in these circumstances?
Romans 8:28 says, “And we know that in all things God works for the good of those who love him, who have been called according to his purpose.”
1. In the midst of hardships, we know.

2. In a war, one of two friends was wounded in a trench. He wanted to go and save his friend. He asked the sergeant if he could go to his friend. The sergeant said he could go. The soldier brought his friend in the trench back dead. The sergeant told the friend it wasn’t worth risking his life for a dead friend. However, the soldier replied, “It was worth it. When I went there, the last word he said was ‘I knew you were coming.’”

3. We know God loves us. If God gave His Son for us, do you really think He hates you? Do you really believe that God is not for you? In the midst of all our sufferings, we know He will come back. It’s not what we feel, but it’s what we know. It’s a sweet assurance and confidence in Jesus Christ. We hold onto this promise no matter what we go through in life.

II. The Process [29-30]
Romans 8:29-30 says, “29 For those God foreknew he also predestined to be conformed to the likeness of his Son, that he might be the firstborn among many brothers.  30 And those he predestined, he also called; those he called, he also justified; those he justified, he also glorified.” The subject of this passage is all God.
A. God foreknew
Many people misunderstand and misinterpret the word, foreknew. People understand this as prior knowledge because that’s what it means in English. But by foreknew, Paul could have meant cognition, intimacy, or choice.
1. Cognition

a) People who want to talk about foreknew cognitively think that God has a prior knowledge of who will believe in Jesus Christ or not. The next step in rational is to conclude that we have no choice and are robots.

b) They explain it simply as God knowing. They think that God is with those who believe.

c) This is a cross between intimacy and choice. 

2. Intimacy

a) Fore is prior. Knew is more of an experiential knowledge - love that one has for another. 

b) In the Old Testament, when the word knew is used such as when Isaac knew Rebekah, it meant an intimate knowing. The word yadai is used for sexual intimacy - deep knowledge.

c) In the New Testament, the word knew is not superficial knowledge, but an experiential knowledge. Foreknowledge is a prior love for those people who would believe Jesus Christ. 

d) It’s not simply that God would know us. But it’s that He saw who would be in Jesus Christ and He loved us. The love is the emphasis. 

3. Choice

a) The word foreknew is used seven times in the New Testament. Is it talking about prior knowledge or choice?

b) Acts 2:23 says, “This man was handed over to you by God’s set purpose and foreknowledge; and you, with the help of wicked men, put him to death by nailing him to the cross.”

c) This verse is talking about Jesus and His love for His people and God’s love for Christ. 

d) Romans 11:2 says, “God did not reject his people, whom he foreknew. Don’t you know what the Scripture says in the passage about Elijah — how he appealed to God against Israel:”

e) God did not reject his people, whom he foreknew because they would be in union with Jesus Christ. 

f) 1 Peter 1:2 says, “…who have been chosen according to the foreknowledge of God the Father, through the sanctifying work of the Spirit, for obedience to Jesus Christ and sprinkling by his blood: Grace and peace be yours in abundance.”

g) Why does it mention God the Father? Because He loves people that are in the Son. God loves us with the love that He has for Christ.

h) 1 Peter 1:20 says, “He was chosen [foreknew] before the creation of the world, but was revealed in these last times for your sake. [Jesus]”

i) God loved His Son with eternal love before the creation of the world. God has the infinite, eternal, everlasting, maximum, cannot improve love for Jesus, whom now he has for us because we are in Jesus Christ

j) In Romans 8:29, For those God foreknew he also predestined to be conformed to the likeness of his Son, that he might be the firstborn among many brothers. God is now working in those that believe in Christ, molding them to become more like Christ.

B. Predestined [30]

1. People think predestination is about God deciding whether we use our right foot or our left foot. But when we look at the doctrine of predestination, that’s not what it’s about – it is about spiritual and purposeful predestination.

2. For those God foreknew he also predestined to be conformed to the likeness of his Son. For those in Christ, He is orchestrating everything so that they would become more like Jesus Christ. That is what spiritual, predestination is.

C. Called [30]

1. In the Bible, there are two kinds of calling. One is the general, or external, calling. The other is the specific, or internal, calling. General calling is God calling you through a human being (e.g. sermons, evangelism). Specific calling is when the Holy Spirit comes into your heart and convicts you. 

2. God uses general calling to call people internally. As I’m speaking to you, the Spirit might use my words to move your hearts. If you reject general, external calling, that is okay. But the Bible says you are blaspheming the Holy Spirit if you reject the internal calling of the Holy Spirit. 

3. There was a boy at a Revival meeting listening to the word of God and through it, became a Christian. As he was telling the other kids that he became Christian, they asked him how he knew Jesus was alive. The boy replied, “When I go fishing with my dad, you see the pole and fishing line but you don’t see the fish. When there’s the tugging of the fish, you don’t see the fish but you know the fish is there. Well, I can’t see God, but there’s a tugging at my heart.”

4. That tugging is the Holy Spirit. You need to respond before your death or before He returns.

D. Justified [30]

1. If you trust in Christ, God treats you as if you’re in Christ. God sees you as if you’ve never sinned. Though you are not righteous, He sees you as righteous. You are justified in Christ. 

E. Glorified [30]

1. Glorified means that for those who are justified, God is making them more and more beautiful into the likeness of Jesus Christ.

2. Ever since the world began, we were in God’s mind. For those who are in Christ, who responded to the internal calling, God will mold us to be more and more like Christ. 

III. Implications

A. Choices
Are our choices real? 
1. God is sovereign – Sovereign in a way that He does not violate our choices

a) This means nothing escapes Him. Everything is ordained by God. He never says, “Whoops!” 

b) We have choices and our choices are real. But in an unfathomable way, He still exercises His sovereignty without violating our choices.

2. We have choices – Our choices are real which makes us responsible for our choices 

a) This is the paradox. There are two parallel truths that, in our minds, are contradictory. But in spiritual logic, they coexist in a way we cannot understand. We are responsible for our choices under God’s sovereignty.

3. We are called by sovereign electing choice but we also chose to believe and love Christ in our hearts [Mystery]

a) It’s a mystery that coexists. These truths exist and are real despite the fact we may not understand them. There many things we cannot completely understand such as the Trinity and the incarnation of God being man. As human beings, our minds are limited. 

b) You will not go to hell when you want to believe in Christ, just because God did not choose you. You will not go to heaven when you do not want to believe in Christ, just because God chose you.

c) This means that we are saved by sovereign electing choice. Because we chose to believe in Christ, we are elected.

4. Judgment day – everything will make sense and no one will disagree

a) Everyone will say that God is just and that everything is fair.

b) Some people think that the more we acknowledge God’s sovereignty, the less choice/freedom we have. However, in actuality, the more we believe in God’s sovereignty, the more we realize that we are being freed.

c) Sinclaire Ferguson writes, “We have a practical illustration in the life of that man who of all men was most clearly predestined by God, namely, Jesus. Jesus was the freest and most responsible man who ever lived. Has there ever been a life in which the sense of God’s predestining purpose has been more clearly seen than in our Savior? Is he not spoken of as the elect, chosen and predestined one? Were not his ways determined for him in the pages of the Old Testament? Was there ever a freer man in the universe? We may be told that the doctrine of predestination turns God into a tyrant and man into a slave. But we discover the contrary that it shows God to be a God of great grace and the children of God to be the freest men and women.” 

B. The unbelievers

1. If you’re not a believer, what you need to do is not think about whether God chose you or not. You should humbly ask and give God your heart. “God, I want to trust in you. Help my unbelief. Help me seek You.” The fact that you are here, the fact that you are in small group, the fact that you have relationships with your small group members might be the way that God is tugging at your heart. So many people come to Christ through the process of coming to church.

2. In the midst of going to church, you will start to desire God. You may not seek God, but God will tug at your heart and you’ll come alive. Keep doing what you’re doing. Keep asking questions – theological questions or philosophical questions, because there are answers in Jesus Christ. I might not know the answer, your small group leader might not know the answer, but that doesn’t mean there is no answer in the Bible. When you get rid of those questions, then you can have a heart-to-heart with God.

C. The believers

1. Personal perseverance

a) You have the assurance of salvation. Once you come alive spiritually, you can never lose your salvation. 

b) No matter what you have done, you are forgiven and can always run back to Him.

c) There’s a doctrine called the perseverance of the saints. Those that are in Christ cannot be separated from the love of Christ. 

2. Motivation for ministry / evangelism / missions – Why?

a) If God is sovereign, why do we do ministry, evangelism, and missions? Because you are God’s ordained means to do it. He could’ve used angels or birds to do it. But God ordained us. We are the only means God uses to His people.

b) But it’s a little deeper than that. The motivation to evangelize is we are the only means. The motivation for ministry is that once you become Christian, you become more like Jesus – filled with the love to go to the lost. If you are Christian, you would not say, “If God is sovereign, why should I go?” You wouldn’t be able to help but go and love and pray for them. 

c) You know why you evangelize? Because you have His love and passion. There are people that cannot help but to talk about Jesus. The motivation for ministry is because you have the heart of Jesus for the lost.

d) I really wonder if you are Christian? Do you have love for souls? Do you have love for other people? The motivation for ministry is that you cannot help but to love because the love of Christ compels you. 

e) That’s what you think about when you’re having fun and when you are sleeping. Is your heart warm? Do you love Jesus? If you love Jesus, you can’t help but to love others? 

3. Methodology of ministry / evangelism / missions – How?

a) God’s means is Jesus. Jesus’ means is his people. People think that our lips and the story of Jesus are the means of salvation. The methodology of ministry, evangelism, and missions are the telling lips and loving hearts of people. 

b) The heartbeat and thought of Jesus is to love the lost souls.

c) I used to talk about the four liquids of ministry.

(1) Tears. When someone cries for you, it shows love.

(2) Mucus. When you pray so much that mucus starts coming in and out.

(3) Sweat, which symbolize work and pursuit. 

(4) Blood, which symbolizes sacrifice.

d) There is no ministry without tears, mucus, sweat, and blood because those things show Jesus.

D. God

1. Glory belongs to God. Everything is God’s work in Jesus Christ through His Holy Spirit.

Conclusion

· I pray that there is some self-examination tonight. You’re so satisfied with shallow, perceived, superficial Christianity. But Scripture is telling us how incredible and how awesome His love is. It’s not just the love we feel, but it’s the love that He’s infusing into us that we become that kind of love. My desire is not that it lead us to discouragement, but that there would be volcanic motivation in your heart to be like Jesus, because this world needs to see, hear, and feel Jesus. 

· I’m filled with love. When you go to a restaurant, you’re filled with love. When you’re speaking to those on the basketball court or at your job, or at your lab, you ask them if they need help. I hope there will be some groaning and holy frustration. You are frustrated because of your lack of love for Jesus. That’s what the doctrine of predestination is – it is the desire for more of Jesus. 

