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Romans 8:28-30 says, “28And we know that in all things God works for the good of those who love him, who have been called according to his purpose. 29For those God foreknew he also predestined to be conformed to the likeness of his Son, that he might be the firstborn among many brothers. 30And those he predestined, he also called; those he called, he also justified; those he justified, he also glorified.”
Introduction

· We will connect the crucifixion to the doctrines of justification and glorification. You must understand these two doctrines because they will help you throughout your spiritual life. Based on these foundational doctrines you will make life choices, learn to love God more, and teach other people. Throughout the semester as we talk about Romans 8, I believe these are important things to continuously discuss and understand.

· Today as we think about crucifixion for yesterday, today and tomorrow, we’ll connect crucifixion into these doctrines. We fix our eyes on Jesus, knowing that Jesus Christ died on our behalf and it’s not just something that happened 2000 years ago. Our goal today is to make these two doctrines as well as crucifixion of Jesus Christ practical.

I. The Comprehensive Understanding of Justification and Glorification

· These two doctrines are important. On Easter Sunday, many people will be baptized as a symbol of spiritual birth in Christ. You’ll participate in Communion today.  Communion is the sustenance of spiritual life. It is through Communion that we’re fed by His grace and live every day. These two ordinances in the New Testament that are given to us symbolize Christian life.

· Baptism is analogous to justification and communion is analogous to glorification. When you think about the Great Commission, it emphasizes two aspects – baptize them and make them Christian then teach them to obey everything I have commanded you. They are born with the Gospel and then they need to continuously grow. In Romans, the doctrines of justification and glorification are pervasive in every major concept in the Bible. They symbolize Christian life, baptism, communion, and how we need to reach the world with the Gospel and the Great Commission. We need to understand the balance of these two doctrines. There are consequences for lacking comprehensive understanding of these doctrines.

A. Focus on justification without the perspective of glorification

· Justification means there’s no more condemnation for us who are in Jesus Christ. When we are united to Jesus Christ, even if we sin, we are always forgiven in Him. God sees us as if we have never sinned because we are in Jesus Christ, Nothing can separate us from His love. Now, if we emphasize that without the perspective of glorification – which means we need to grow spiritually – there’s a problem. God’s intention is not only for us to be born but to be glorious, to be like Christ. 

1. Potential abuse of grace

a) If we just focus on justification without proper consideration of glorification there’s a potential abuse of grace. We say, “I’m forgiven, I’m saved, it’s okay. I’ll sin and then I’ll ask for repentance. That’s okay I can still go to church, I can still go to heaven, not go to hell.” But as we look in Scripture, we are not only justified but, in Romans 8, we see that God’s intention is that we would be glorified – to grow and change to be like Jesus. 

2. Potential lack of growth

a) Churches can easily become acceptance-oriented. Accepting people is a great thing; we should include anyone no matter what kind of sins they have committed. We need to accept everyone that wants to know Christ. However without understanding glorification they will remain baby Christians. The Church is a hospital, but it is also the army of Jesus Christ. We need to conquer the world with the Gospel of Jesus Christ and in order for that to happen we need to grow. We need to become strong and persevere, to correct and rebuke. We need growth through the Word of God and discipleship. Focusing solely on justification, as great and wonderful of a doctrine as it is, can have negative consequences.

B. Focus on glorification without clear understanding of justification

1. Potential discouragement in Christian life – guilt

a) We want to grow, pray, and do all these things. That’s a great thing, but if we continuously focus on growing, praying, serving the Lord, and doing things in a certain way, we’re always feeling guilty as if God does not accept us. Then, we can easily fall into legalism. We’re always feeling guilty because we may not have a proper understanding of justification. No matter what we do in our lives, if we are in Christ we are justified in Christ also. 

b) God loves us as if we are the Son because Jesus Christ died on the cross in our place. Therefore we are accepted and loved no matter what. Without a proper understanding of justification, as we focus on growth and glorification, there’s potential for discouragement in Christian life.

2. Potential lack of grace for self and others – hypocrisy and judgmental attitude

a) If we do not understand justification, we critically and judgmentally look at other people as if they are not justified. If God accepts, loves, and cares for them so should we. We should not have a higher standard than God.

b) We can easily have judgmental attitudes because we might not have a proper understanding of justification for Christians who are in Jesus Christ. Especially for people who have committed certain sins. Each of us and every culture consider certain sins unforgivable. We think there’s no way God can forgive these sins and we’re judgmental towards them. This can easily lead to a lack of grace for other people and ourselves. Thus, we think we need to cover ourselves, either before God or other people. It can easily lead to hypocrisy –wearing a mask – because we are not who we should be. 

c) The best way to understand the doctrines of justification and glorification is to see how God sees His children as the Heavenly Father in Jesus Christ. Justification means you are and always will be a child of God, no matter what. Glorification means God wants you, the child, to grow up to be a man or woman of God.  To become like Jesus. It is in this perspective of the doctrines of justification and glorification that we ought to see others and ourselves.  From the moment we become Christians, God loves us and sees us as if we are His Son, Jesus Christ. 

d) I’m hoping we’ll have a comprehensive understanding of justification and glorification. Birth and growth are connected. A comprehensive understanding of the two doctrines will make the Cross a lot more practical for yesterday, today, and tomorrow.

II. Crucifixion and Yesterday – The Security of Justification

A. Security of Identity, Romans 7:17-18 

1. There are three implications in this doctrine of justification, by which we are children of God in Jesus Christ. First, there is security of identity. In Romans, Paul says it’s not he who sins but the sinful nature living in him. In verse 17 Paul is saying we have two natures, fleshly and now in Christ we have the Spirit’s nature. 

2. If we don’t understand the context of the passage, it would seem that Paul is blaming his sinful nature for his sins, but he’s not excusing his sins. He knows that the sinful nature is a part of him until Jesus Christ’s return. However, he also has the Spirit’s nature living in him. He is sinless because he is justified. Even though sin still lives in him, God sees him as if he doesn’t. He is always a child of God.

B. Security of Forgiveness, Romans 8:1 

1. Every time you sin, go right back to the cross to be forgiven. Anything that happened in the past, with Jesus Christ, is forgiven. Anything that happens right now, as a Christian is already forgiven from the moment you were justified when you became a Christian and a child of God in Jesus Christ. He sees you as if you never sinned because you are in Jesus Christ. 

2. A parent never counts how many times a child falls down, they always see that the child learns to walk. God’s concern for you is your growth after you sin. He doesn’t want you to sin because he doesn’t want sin to stunt your growth to be like Christ. There’s security of forgiveness every time you sin if you are in Christ. Never stop going to the cross. 

3. The ones who are growing in Christ always repent because there’s always security of forgiveness. As soon as they ask for forgiveness, they’re rejoicing and that’s what Paul is doing in Romans 7. He knows he’s a child of God and that he’s forgiven every time he sins.

C. Security of unending love, Romans 8:38-39 

1. Is there any moment that you doubt God’s eternal love for you? Then you need to meditate on these doctrines and verses. God sees us as if He we’re Jesus and because of that nothing can separate us from His love.

2. Security of identity – you’re a child of God. Security of forgiveness – you’re always and already forgiven. Just go to Him and ask for forgiveness and keep fighting your sins. Security of unending love – you’re always loved. 

III. Crucifixion and Today: The Bedrock Foundation of Justification and the Unceasing Hunger for Glorification

Even if you fall into sin, the lowest you can fall is to the bedrock foundation of justification in Jesus Christ. So the important thing is how we deal with past sins and present sinful desires. There’s a constant battle inside of us because we continuously sin.

A. The reality of dual natures

1. We are a new creation in Jesus Christ, but it doesn’t mean you’re a perfect creation. You have both the sinful nature and the Spirit’s nature in your dual natures. Sin and discouragement are realities in our lives, but the battle between our dual natures is not a hopeless one. God sees your sinful nature as if it’s nonexistent because you’re already justified in Christ. He only sees the growth of the Spirit’s nature. The battle of the dual natures is a hopeful battle because we are fighting to overcome sin, grow, and become like Jesus.

2. Remember the phrase, “Not all but any.” Whenever you’re feeling guilty you’re seeing your sinful nature. You may not be“all” be like Christ, but what God sees in your heart is if there’s any of the Spirits nature. If you can find any desire in your heart to love God that means you’re justified, in Christ. The Spirit of God is in you and you’re continuously growing. As you evaluate yourself even when you’re doing badly spiritually, think, not all but any. Is there any desire in you to love God? That’s the reality of dual natures and it will be like that until Jesus Christ returns. When He returns, there’ll be none of the sinful nature and we’ll only have the Spirit’s nature that will continually grow to receive His reward.

B. The reality of potential to abuse grace

1. “I’m forgiven so I’m just going to repent and be forgiven again.” You have to watch out for the real potential to abuse grace. You need to remember that for justified children, repentance isn’t about merely being forgiven but it’s about hating sin so that you can love Christ more. As you make decisions in life, you can choose to love God less and to love sin more. That hinders your growth and that’s why God is concerned about your repentance.

2. Sometimes when we sin it’s hard for us to forget it. That’s why God gives consequences to sin for those who are continuously sinning. Some people think it’s because God is angry, but that’s not the case for justified children. He sends consequences to sin not because He hates you but because He loves you so much. He doesn’t want you to dwell in sin. He wants you to be cleansed and to grow to be men and women of God. Even though you’re sinning, as Christians, there’s no distance between you and God because you’re justified in Jesus Christ.

3. I’m not saying you should sin, but through the process of repentance you can draw closer to God. When you repent and strive to hate sin so that you can love God more, you grow in Christ. You don’t repent for the purpose of justification – it’s already done – but for the purpose of glorification. This is an important distinction.

C. The reality of inevitable sanctification as the process of glorification

1. Sanctification means spiritual growth, as part of the process of glorification. In Romans, sanctification is not the main idea but the inevitable result of what happens inside of us. There’s something in you that’s working, ceaselessly and sleeplessly with eternal passion in your heart to help you to become sanctified, or to grow to be like Jesus.  Even when you’re sinning, the Spirit’s nature is working. If you’re a Christian, you can never comfortably and freely sin because there’s guilt. Guilt means the Spirit of God is in you.  

2. And you want the Spirit’s nature to grow as much as possible because that’s how you receive rewards in heaven. The greater the Spirit’s nature is in your heart, the greater the reward. We only live one life, which will be judged by God and last for eternity. You want to use every moment of this life to grow spiritually to receive the greatest rewards that God will pour upon us. 

3. Watch out for the real potential to abuse.  The reality of inevitable sanctification as a process of glorification should be your hope.  I pray that this will lead you to insatiable hunger in your heart. To grow, to love Christ, to serve Him, to honor him, to be like Jesus. Pray that you’re continuously growing. The Spirit never ceases to work to make you more like Jesus. 

IV. Crucifixion and Tomorrow: Passion for the Glory

Crucifixion for tomorrow should lead you to passion for glory.

A. Daily commit to fight again – hating sins to love Christ more

1. We all need to commit to fight daily in order to hate sin and love Christ more. We are continuously sinning in our sinful nature, so commit yourself to Christ several times a day. Move in the direction of using grace to continuously grow, not the direction of abusing grace. As you fall, roll forward. 

B. Run for the Prize – less eternal reward

1 Corinthians 9:23-27
1. I believe this passage is not as much doctrinal but motivational. Our hearts should aim to glorify God so that we can receive the reward. It sounds selfish, ‘my prize’. No, only the ones who truly want to glorify God can increase their heart for the reward. That’s what Paul is talking about. ‘I really want to run for the prize’ means ‘I really want to glorify God only in my heart’. Then, his heart grows and God pours out his reward in heaven, which is Himself.  There will be more joy in Heaven for those who are fighting right now. We will continuously receive rewards. Our fight right now matters for all of eternity. The more glory we give to God now, the more glorified we become – that is our reward. 

2. But, some people are not really attracted by this reward.  They like money more. Do you think money will be valuable in a hundred years or in heaven? No. Some people ask whether there’s sex in heaven. I would say this, what you want is not sex but the pleasure you receive from it. In heaven those things might not be there but the pleasure will be there. The pleasure you will experience in heaven depends on your spiritual battles now. That pleasure will be multiplied and it will increase more everyday, infinitely. The pleasure you experience in those cheap things is just there to picture the glory and joy you’ll experience in heaven. Run for the Prize.

3. Always remember – you have dual natures as Christians; focus on your Spirit’s nature. Ask yourself – Will this increase my spirit to glorify God so that I will be glorified? Is this good for me? Is it increasing my Spirit’s nature? Is my desire to increase my Spirit’s nature? That’s what Paul is talking about in 1 Corinthians 9

C. Ask for spiritual power

Ephesians 5:18 

1. It’s not just about our growth. It’s about leading and helping others to Christ. It’s about maximum glory of God. It shouldn’t be just me glorifying God. We need one more heart and soul, glorifying God. We should minister to other people so that they will become Christian, to be glorified, and to glorify God. We need to ask for spiritual power to do these things.

2. What is the key to spiritual power? Sinlessness leads to a Spirit-filled life which leads to spiritual power. Less sin, and filled with the Holy Spirit instead, there’s a direct correlation. When you sin there’s less spiritual power, remember this. I’m utterly convinced of this after 25 years of ministry. When you sin there’s less love for God and His glory so you have less power. It isn’t that God is withholding His power. He wants to pour out His power to his children, but our hearts are small. We have less capacity to receive the funnel of His power because our sinful hearts are growing more and more and we’re so focused on that. That’s why you need to guard your hearts for a powerful ministry. You can receive as much power as you want. As much as your spirit nature wants, desires, and hungers for God. But any desire for anything else other that the glory of God hinders your capacity for His power and His glory.

3. Guard your hearts in ministry. Sinlessness prepares your heart to receive power for ministry. With sinlessness you have more desire for God’s glory. You need to pray to get power for a heart that is ready to receive His power. That’s why abstinence, prayer and the Word go together, so you can receive power and use it for God’s glory. Are you convinced of this? For those of you who are doing some kind of ministry, you need to fight against sin so you can be filled with His spirit. Then, you can pray more so that whatever you do will be more powerful and effective. That’s why prayer of righteous people is more effective. They desire to glorify God more and their heart is greater to receive his power. When they minister, God’s power is released.

D. Be busy to serve the Lord

1. You need to commit yourself to fight every day to grow spiritually. As you receive His power you need to release the power of God in everyday life. What a privilege it is to participate in God’s redemptive work. Through our own redemption, as we grow, we can participate in it. God will do His work with or without you. He doesn’t need us but He will include those who want to be participating in it. He will use His people. If you say no He will use someone else. It’s your loss but if you participate in it, He will help you to grow. He will make you powerful as He releases power through you, so that God will use you specifically. Then, He will increase His kingdom in you and through you. God will use willing and ready hearts for His glory.

2. Let me say something about fasting, during the last 40 days you’ve been abstaining from your video games, food, or chocolate, etc. I fasted for over 20 years and I feel like I learned how to fast after about 10 years. The best thing about fasting is not during the fast. The best part is afterwards. It’s not about less sin but more of Christ. During fasting you’re detoxifying, so you can be addicted to something else to receive more of Christ. Now you get into good addictions. After fasting, spend more time praying and in the Word, serving the Lord. You know, I hate fasting. I think about food, the return of Christ, death, whatever will alleviate the pain of fasting. But I love fasting, because afterwards when I study and pray it is so joyful. I get addicted to that joy afterwards. I look forward to fasting, not only for food afterwards but for spiritual food afterwards. This will really help you. After Easter, don’t go back into indulgence in your sins. Continue to abstain and guard your hearts – your hearts are prepared for blessings. I pray that you increase in your hearts and become glorious.

Conclusion

· Let’s pray. I cannot help but to think of God’s goodness in Jesus Christ. I cannot utter how much love I have for you right now. It’s just a glimpse of His love for you, I’m just a funnel. You blessed children of God, He wants to pour His glory and love upon you now as much as you want it. 

· It’s not because God cannot handle your sins, it’s because you cannot handle His love. Go to the cross. Your past – is done and forgiven. Your present – you have dual natures – you desire to have more of Him. Your future – commit to Him once again. Run for the prize, be filled with His power and realize it in your daily interaction.

· You blessed children of God, receive now and enjoy. If He gave you His Son does He need to do more to prove His love for you? The love that He has for the Son, He has for you now. You’re the Son. God is healing and strengthening your heart.

· Let’s go into prayer as we go into communion and enjoy His presence. Today, just receive. You don’t have to give anything to God. He gives. Desire and ask for more. He has more than you can ask or imagine. Even a few seconds of prayer is making you more glorious. 

Suggested Closing Song Types

Jesus Messiah

Heart Us From Heaven

