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1 Therefore, there is now no condemnation for those who are in Christ Jesus, 2 because through Christ Jesus the law of the Spirit of life set me free from the law of sin and death. 3 For what the law was powerless to do in that it was weakened by the sinful nature, God did by sending his own Son in the likeness of sinful man to be a sin offering. And so he condemned sin in sinful nature, 4 in order that the righteous requirements of the law might be fully met in us, who do not live according to the sinful nature but according to the Spirit.
Introduction

· Romans is an incredible book in the Bible. It’s probably my favorite book in the Bible. Whatever I’m preaching at the time is usually my favorite book because I’m swimming in it and meditating on it. If I’m preaching Jonah, I think I smell like fish. I think this Romans book might be a keeper. I’m enjoying it so much.
· The whole book is about the righteousness of God implanted in us. Romans 1-4 is about justification and the total depravity of all humanity (Jews and Gentiles). Romans 5-8 is about glorification through our union with Christ and inevitability of glorification which means we will grow. So sanctification is the process in which we grow to be glorious. We will talk about the word glory for Easter service. In Romans 8, the Spirit of God is working in us to make us glorious, helps us to grow, to redeem this whole world for the glory of God.

· We had a wonderful systematic theology teacher on staff who is now in the Middle East. One day, years ago, came to me and said, “Pastor Min, in my systematic theology class, everyone is falling asleep. How can we make this theology come alive in people?” I said, “You know, after learning theology, after they come out, if they don’t feel like worshipping God after understanding the truth of God, you are not teaching systematic theology.” How you do that is up to you. Somehow in there after a few years, he figured it out. I know many people who took his class really enjoyed it. They came out whistling and worshipping. After you learn about the truth of who God is and what God is like, you should be worshipping because theology is reality. Whatever we see of what we think is reality is shallow.
· Romans 8:1-4 is a review of what we’ve been talking about. As we thinking about the next four verses, the theological truth will come alive and as we walk out, we would feel like worshipping. 

I. The Theological Reality – What God Sees
Romans 8:1 says, “Therefore, there is now no condemnation for those who are in Christ Jesus,” 
A. The Declaration
The word no condemnation is a synonym for justification. You can read it like “There is now justification for those who are in Christ Jesus.” He declares this in four words.
1. Therefore

a) He just said in Romans 7, “What a wretched man I am! Who will rescue me from this body of death? Thanks be to God through Jesus Christ our Lord!”
b) The verse preceding this is the summary of Romans 7. After it describes the depravity of man, it shows how much we need Jesus Christ. He summarizes everything in Romans 7 in verse 25 and now he says therefore.

2. Now

a) Now is a time word, implying the present. Now, it’s all about Jesus. Whether you’re disgusted about yourself or discouraged. No, now you’re in Jesus Christ because there is no condemnation for those in Christ Jesus.

3. No

a) In Greek, there is a way to say no. One of the ways is to say “oo”. But that’s a weak way to say no. The stronger way to say it is “ooday”. Oo is no. Ooday is like “No way!”. He uses the word “No way!” in the beginning. In order for you to emphasize saying no, usually the word is used in the beginning. When he says the word ooday, it’s like, “No, no, no, no.”

b) When a guy asks a lady on a date, she can say maybe, no, or “No, no, no, no.” It means if you’re the only guy on this earth, I’d rather marry a tree. That’s the kind of no this passage is saying. It implies it never can be and it’s impossible. Never, ever in eternity will there be condemnation for those in Christ Jesus.

4. Condemnation

a) Leon Morris says, “It’s a forensic term which includes sentence and execution.” There’s no way and never in eternity for those who are in Christ Jesus. That’s how God sees us and Paul is declaring through this verse that for those people who are in Christ Jesus.
B. The Family

1. This passage contains family language. Surrounding this family is the Trinitarian family – the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit. It’s like there’s no condemnation by the Father, through the Jesus Christ, by the instrumentation of the Holy Spirit. We’re included in the glorious family of the Trinity as the adopted children of God in Jesus Christ. When we think of adoption, we think of no condemnation, but we should add to the definition of justification not only a no, but a yes. 

2. It’s not like a judge telling you not to do something, but it’s like a father is saying, “Come, my child. I want to be with you. I want to give you all my blessings.” It’s a glorious inclusion in to the family of God.

3. Why don’t we have the emotion of Paul as Paul describes in this verse? Everyone should be jumping up and down right now. We should be dancing and rolling around the ground screaming. Paul has this emotion because he’s an aged apostle who has been fighting and battling. The battle must precede the comfort. If you went across the desert and you drink water, you’d be so thankful. 

4. If you see your own sin and how infinitely we’ve offended God, everyday in our dual nature, we’d love God more. The battle must precede the comfort. I was thinking about how in John 8, there is an adulterous woman who was caught in the act of sin. The people wanted her to be stoned, which would’ve been legal.  Jesus says, “Whoever is sinless and not guilty, you start to stone her.” He was talking their eyes off of her and made them look at themselves. One by one, they started to leave. He says, “Where are your accusers? Has no one condemned you?” “No sir, no one.” Then Jesus tells her to “Go in peace and not to sin anymore.” Jesus is saying that the only one who can condemn her is Christ. If this verse was recited to this lady, how she would rejoice at this moment. 

5. I think Paul saw himself as a young adulterous woman. So Paul says thanks be to God in Jesus Christ. Why are we so proud? We’re arrogant because we don’t know the reality of God’s justice, holiness in Jesus Christ. We look at ourselves with self-righteousness and blindness in our eyes.
II. The Personal Reality: What Happened to Me
Romans 8:2 says, “Because through Christ Jesus the law of the Spirit of life set me free from the law of sin and death.”
A. Laws: Law of Spirit of life and Law of sin and death
1. There’s the law of the spirit of life and the law of sin and death, mentioned in Romans 7. It says, “I, myself, am a slave to the law and a slave to the sin.” When the word of God goes into our hearts we receive it in two natures. In our sinful nature, we react sinfully so what we believe and live by is the law of sin and death. When the objective law comes into our minds, our subjective reaction and law we live by is the law of sin and death. In our sinful nature, it’s the law of sin and death. In the Spirit’s nature, it’s the law of the spirit of life.
2. Look at Romans 8:14. Paul talks about how he’s led by the Spirit of God, taking the word of God and Holy Spirit’s passion and how those principles become ours. It’s not the Holy Spirit leading from a distance, but the actual Spirit of God becomes our law, our thinking process, our desire, and things that we live by.

3. Look at John 4:24. He says that worshippers must worship in Spirit and in Truth. When the Spirit of God and Word of God comes into our minds and hearts, spirit of God gives us passion in hearts and word of God gives us direction in our minds. So it’s the Holy Spirit internalized in us and we worship in Spirit and truth.

4. The Spirit’s nature takes the word of God which sets us free from the law of sin and death when we rebel against the law of God.

B. Proof: Because

1. When you look at the word because, it’s cause or proof. We have no condemnation because we live out our spiritual life and we’re taking it as a cost. If we take it as a cost, there’s a theological problem, justifying self because of our goodness, our righteousness, and our action. Theologically, that’s not what it means.

2. But rather, it’s a proof. You’re justified if you’re living it out in your spiritual life. There’s the spirit of God in you and you want to live for God out of love for God.

3. So how do you know you’re a Christian? In your heart, you know because there’s spirit of God in you and there’s passion. When the word of God goes into you, there’s passion and you want to love Him. When you receive the pardon of sin, you can have power over sin through the Spirit’s nature planted in you.

C. Freedom: Set me free
When we hear this word freedom, some people think we’re completely free from sin as a Christian. You have to distinguish between justification and glorification freedom.
1. Justification freedom – positional freedom

a) This is how God sees us. We used to only have sinful nature and now we have Spirit’s nature, thus dual nature. We have the Spirit’s nature in us so when God looks at us, he looks at us as if we only have Spirit’s nature. We’re justified through Christ. There’s still sin and there’s a reality of dual nature.

2. Glorification freedom – spiritual freedom

a) We have sinful nature and Spirit’s nature continually growing, but we’re becoming more like Jesus. It’s possible to grow and become free in Jesus Christ. It’s a matter of time that even though it’s continually growing, when Jesus Christ returns, it will separate the two and sinful nature will be gone.

b) Sin freedom until Christ returns means that even though sin still exists, he views it as if it’s been covered and extracted. Slowly, we’re being more free to be like Jesus Christ. When Jesus Christ returns, one day, we’ll be completely free from our glorification freedom.

c) I thought about Bartamaeus. He was born blind in Mark 10. He couldn’t see the truth, the sun; he couldn’t see his family, himself, or Jesus. What happens? Jesus heals him and now he sees. He says, “Now he sees the tree, he sees the sun, the family, the truth, the Jesus.” It doesn’t just talk about physical things, but now he sees Jesus spiritually. It speaks of spiritual eyes being open. I thought about a person being changed from a state of blindness and being able to see. We think being able to see means being able to completely see. Even if we see visually, in some sense we’re still blind.

d) For example, we can see, but not the back of our heads. We can’t see microscopic things, telescopic things, and things beyond the wall. Our vision is only partial. When we start to see, it’s just the beginning. But progressively, it means we can see more. That’s what justification and glorification freedom is like. In our justification, we start to be free and in our glorification freedom, one day, we’ll be completely free from sin and like Jesus Christ.

e) Paul was like that, too, as we he wrote this epistle. Paul thought he could see when he was a Pharisee. On the way to Damascus, Paul becomes blind and after his eyes are opened, he can see spiritually. When he became blind, he actually starts to see and he sees from that moment on.

f) How much did he see after that? As I read Romans, probably apart from Christ, he saw the glory of God more than anyone. He starts to see in Acts 9. He sees the glory of Jesus throughout his life and that’s what happens to us. 

III. The Foundational Reality – What happened to Jesus
Romans 8:3 says, “For what the law was powerless to do in that it was weakened by the sinful nature, God did by sending his own Son in the likeness of sinful man to be a sin offering. And so he condemned sin in sinful man,” 
A. The cause – the weakness of law and sinfulness of man
1. When you look at verse 3, the beginning part is the foundational cause, and the end part is the foundational cure.
2. Because our hearts were sinful, the wrath of God should have come to us. We would’ve been dead and eternally damned. He’s the cure.
B. The cure – God-Man

1. God did by sending his own Son. This means he sent His own divinity. He sent Jesus in the likeness of sinful man. He has to be man because he has to replace another man. But because he replaces all of humanity, he had to be a person of infinite value so he is God-man. All of us can put our faith and trust in him. He deserves all of our worship and glory. He can take a million hells on behalf of us because he’s a foundational cure for the humanity of sin in Jesus Christ.
2. How do you illustrate this? There’s no perfect way to do it. In the movie Freaky Friday, the daughter goes into the mom’s body and the mom goes into the daughter’s body. They were arguing and fighting. As they live out each other’s lives, they understand each other and become like one another. I thought it was an imperfect but great illustration of our union with Jesus Christ. When we look at that, the mom is in the daughter and the daughter is in the mom. When God looks at us, he sees Christ in us and us in Christ. In some sense, that’s how it is for us.

3. Before Acts 9, Paul was a killer of Christians. When he becomes a Christian, a lot of people thought he was lying. They were afraid of Paul when he became a Christian because he was a known killer of Christians. A lot of times, when we see people, we only see the old nature in people. But God sees the new nature in us. Before Paul converted, he was Saul. We see Saul in ourselves and even though we’re in reality Saul and Paul, God sees the Paul in us and he’s helping us to become the Paul in us.
4. The Chicago Bears traded for this great talented quarterback from the Denver Broncos. They’re hoping that after he’s part of the Chicago Bears, he can be the savior figure that can win 10 Super Bowls. Is he going to be the Jay Cutler who causes trouble, or the one who wins 10 Super Bowls? In Jesus Christ, we must see him as the one who wins 10 Super Bowls. That’s how we can see. We can just see our sinful nature or just our Spirit’s nature. In Christ, in our sinful nature he sees Jesus Christ crucified. In our Spirit’s nature, he sees Jesus resurrected gloriously. This means that we’re becoming more like Christ.
IV. The Experiential Reality – What Is and What Will Continue to Happen to Us
Romans 8:4 says, “In order that the righteous requirements of the law might be fully met in us, who do not live according to the sinful nature but according to the Spirit.”
A. Legal freedom

1. Legal freedom means the righteous requirement of the law. We’re sinful so we’re justified in Jesus Christ. There, God is the judge.
B. Moral freedom

1. This is the second half of the verse. He’s talking about the glorification process. It’s a proof of justification. God isn’t the judge who judges us only, but He’s the Father who invites us to live for Him. We not only have freedom from the law, but we have freedom from sin and death and we’re becoming more like Jesus. We are people in between the process.
2. In sanctification and glorification, we become more like Jesus and are caught in between Jesus in this redemption process. That’s why we must struggle in hope, that God isn’t finished with us yet. He will complete His work in Jesus Christ.
C. Airplane, rocket, and super hero

1. I’d been in airplanes hundreds of times. When you’re riding with someone mesmerized with the outside, they look with those pure eyes. We were coming down and I tried to say something spiritual, those are all lost souls. I was thinking about something else. I was thinking about going up and what a glorious truth of glorification and justification.

2. If this is Earth, there’s gravity pulling us. That’s why when airplanes go up, there’s the gravitational pull and there’s an atmosphere and in that atmosphere, there’s gravitational pull but outside of it, you’re free from it. I was thinking that sin is like a gravitational pull from the Earth. One day, we will be free from it. In order for this to work, you have to think of the entire Christian life between the time of lift off and escaping the atmosphere. You’ll never be completely free from the gravitational pull of gravity.

3. Then, I thought about a rocket. As you go forth, the reason why it has to go up is because there’s a battle to overcome the power of the gravitational force. One day, you’ll be free. In some sense, we’re in the rocket in Jesus Christ. It’s just like Noah’s Ark. In Christ, we‘ll be free. On this Earth, unless we escape from the atmosphere, we’re stuck. We might be like a Pharisee who is in airplane who is a little bit higher than others, but it’s not good enough. We’re in Jesus Christ and the whole life we’re getting out of the Earth.

4. One day, we‘ll be free. I was really blessed by that thought. But that’s not good enough. I look at the glorious truth of Romans 8 because it says we’re in Jesus Christ and Jesus Christ is in us. That means we’re becoming like Jesus Christ, we’re not just like rockets going up, but like super heroes, we can go up and fly above the atmosphere and we‘ll be like Jesus Christ who can be used to be saved many others for the glory of God. Justification means we’re in the rocket of the super hero, in Jesus Christ. On this earth, we‘re in the process of sanctification. Until Christ returns, let’s learn how to walk and run, then we’ll learn how to fly.
Conclusion

· What is reality? Reality is when you’re sitting in your room thinking to yourself. What’s on your mind? What do you believe? Based on the truth, what are your choices? When you’re discouraged thinking God is not with you, that’s your reality. If you think you can’t do it, that’s your reality. When you think someone can’t become Christian, that’s your reality. I pray that the Word of God would become your reality. You’re in Christ and there is no condemnation for those who are in Christ Jesus. 

· The personal reality is that you’re changing; the Spirit of Life in you has set you free. The foundational reality is that Jesus Christ through His death and resurrection is the basis and foundation of what happened and what we’re becoming in eternity. So the experiential reality is that we’re becoming glorious in Jesus Christ. We’re going away from the pull of the gravity of sin. We’ll be free from it. We’re becoming like Jesus as super heroes leading many to Jesus Christ. We are being glorious. Not only are we saved, but we will be used by the super hero for His glory. This is the reality of eternity. Pray that this will replace the false reality, the imperfect realities, and I pray that you will live gloriously for His reality.
Closing Songs
I Can Only Imagine
In Christ Alone (my hope is found)
