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Introduction

· Today, I’d like to share my testimony with you. I’ve shared parts of my story at different times in CFC, but never my full testimony. I usually don’t like to talk about myself that much. But I prayed, “Lord, if you want me to share, I will.” I’m not sharing this because I don’t have another message prepared. I prepared all the messages for this semester before it began. I could preach them all now. I composed this testimony a couple weeks ago when I was in Malaysia because they really wanted me to share my story. The Apostle Paul shares his testimony in Romans 7, which I preached on recent Sundays. This convicted me of the validity of sharing our own story, as long as we’re not showing off ourselves, but displaying the glory of God. 

I. Childhood in Korea [1-12]
A. My mom was a devout Christian in her high school years, but she fell away after marrying my father, who wasn’t a Christian. So, my family didn’t attend church when I was young, and all I knew about church was that they feed you. When I was eight, someone invited me to a Sunday school program. I remember my first time there, hearing three hundred kids sing, “Jesus loves me, this I know, for the Bible tells me so” in Korean. Something hit my heart. I really felt God’s presence, and I never doubted His presence after that. 
B. Jeremiah 1:5 says, “Before I formed you in the womb I knew you, before you were born I set you apart; I appointed you as a prophet to the nations.” 
C. The sovereign God knew me, and He helped me recognize His presence that day. It doesn’t happen like that for everyone. But whether this is the first time or the hundredth time you’ve walked into church, God is sovereign and He knows you. I hope you will be convicted by this verse today. So, the lesson I learned as a child was that the Sovereign God knows me.
II. Teen Years in America [12-18]
A. My family immigrated to the United States in 1976, when I was twelve, because my parents wanted us children to get a good education. They were college graduates, but they worked long shifts in a factory in the U.S. My first day at school, I walked into seventh grade chemistry class and had no idea what was going on because I didn’t know a single word of English. I had to go to the bathroom, but I didn’t know how to ask. I ended up doing well in science and math, but I struggled to learn English. My teenage years were difficult because I was trying to find my identity as a Korean person. Frequently the target of racism, I heard ethnic slurs every day, often several times a day. I was a good soccer player, but all my teammates went to a party together one night and didn’t invite me. 

B. But Jesus came into my life when I was going through adversity. My whole family attended church in the U.S. because it was the norm for Koreans, and God brought my father and mother to Christ. My youth pastor challenged me, “Have you ever accepted Jesus Christ as your Savior and Lord?” He explained, “You need to receive Him in your heart, ask forgiveness for your sins, and you can be in Him and have eternal life.” So in 1977, I raised my hand to indicate that I wanted to receive Jesus. I don’t know if that was the exact moment I became a Christian, but I’ve had assurance that I am a Christian ever since. I started to ask the right questions in trials because I knew God was with me. That is, instead of asking, “God, where are You?” I’d ask, “What are you trying to teach me through this? How are you preparing me for something?” I have painful memories from my teenage years, but God used those difficulties to teach me many lessons and prepare me for my calling. I understand the heart of the weak, the minority, and the marginalized because of what I experienced. Eventually, I learned English, and I maintained fluency in Korean. So, now I think in both languages and I can translate between them. Being bilingual and bicultural has given me so many opportunities to preach throughout the world. 

C. One of my favorite passages is Romans 8:28-29. “28And we know that in all things God works for the good of those who love him, who have been called according to his purpose. 29For those God foreknew he also predestined to be conformed to the likeness of his Son, that he might be the firstborn among many brothers.”  No matter what you go through, God is never punishing you; He is preparing you. God will use every lesson, even those you learn through suffering, for good in your life. 

III. College Years and U of I [18-22]
A. When I came to the University of Illinois, I had the desire to love God, but I had no idea how to live for God. I didn’t know what I was not supposed to do, so I was in the party scene a little. Around the time I graduated high school, I bought a 1972 Impala for $350, which I earned as a gas station employee. It didn’t have a muffler, so my parents could hear me coming from two blocks away. One day when I was coming home late, I turned onto a curved road with limited visibility. Suddenly I heard a horn, saw a car barreling towards me at 70 mph, and thought, “My goodness, I’m dead.” After the impact, I realized I was alive, and ran to check on the other driver. He was fine, but he was surprised that I survived. Surveying my car, I discovered it made a mold around my body and left me unharmed. From that incident, I learned that God was always with me, guiding me and protecting me, even when I wasn’t doing well spiritually. I’ve had lots of close calls since, but I don’t fear those things because I know God is with me, and if I die, I’ll be with Him in heaven. 

B. My sophomore year I joined a gospel band called Alpha and Omega, the Beatles of that time. The older brothers in the band helped me grow, and I learned how to live the Christian life. (Many of them are pastors now.) We traveled and played a lot because there weren’t any other Asian bands back then. There was no ministry for second generation Asians, and I developed such a heart for them. I sensed God’s call and committed myself to fulltime ministry. People ask me how I knew God was calling me. My logic was this: even if God didn’t call me, I was going to do it anyways because I had such a strong confirmation in my heart. I would have rather died than not do ministry. 

C. In college, I met this beautiful girl named Gee. I’m a year older than she is, but she graduated high school a year early, and we were friends our freshman year. I dated this other girl for a short time and she was so hurt when we broke up, which made me realize that there is something wrong with dating relationships. I decided that with the next girl, we’d pray first, and make sure God wanted us together, then we’d get married. Older brothers tried to set Gee and I up, but I kept praying for a year. However, when other guys started asking her out, I said, “Now we’re ready.” After three years of dating, we got married just after we graduated college. (We were young; but maturity is important, not age.) By the time I graduated college, my callings—marriage, occupation, church—were confirmed (I knew which church I was called to for my seminary years.)

D. One of the first passages that I preached as a college student to a youth group was Matthew 22:37. “37Jesus replied: “‘Love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your mind.’ 38This is the first and greatest commandment. 39And the second is like it: ‘Love your neighbor as yourself.’ 40All the Law and the Prophets hang on these two commandments.”  I really wanted to love God with all my heart, soul and strength, in everything I did. 
IV. Young Adult Years: Marriage, Seminary, and Ministry [22-26]

A. After graduating from the U of I, I went to Biblical Theological Seminary in Hatfield, Pennsylvania, and served as a youth pastor at Emmanuel Church in Philadelphia. I learned how minister to people through Emmanuel, and how to study God’s Word—and treasure every word of it—through seminary. I loved Emmanuel, and I devoted my heart to it. I led a three-hour service on Friday nights: we sang for an hour, I preached for an hour, and then we prayed for an hour. Would you go to a youth group like that? Well, God was working and the youth group was on fire!

B. When Gee and I visited churches and a prayer mountain on our honeymoon in Korea, God convicted me of a couple things: (1) don’t say “no” to speaking engagements, and (2) try to graduate seminary in three years. The speaking engagements came in (on top of twenty hours of seminary a week, and preaching at Emmanuel on Fridays and Sundays and for retreats). In one eight week period during the summer, I spoke at twenty retreats. Sometimes I had at one retreat in the morning and another that night, with hours of driving in between. But for three years, I never had to say “no” because speaking engagements conflicted with each other. As for the second conviction, I graduated seminary in three years, but I was dying. I never studied so much before! People think my schedule is busy now, but it was even busier then. The Lord really stretched me and trained me during that time. 

C. Many people ask me how I met Gipsanim, Ms. Kim, who’s my and CFC’s spiritual mother. In 1986, in Washington, D.C., she and another lady fasted for eight weeks, then started a series of revival meetings that brought in thousands of people. Those meetings sparked an incredible revival in the D.C. area that continued until the late 1990s, which produced many pastors and kingdom workers. God connected Gipsanim and I at the revival meeting. So, she’s here now because of me. The secret of CFC isn’t me; it’s all the prayer behind the ministry of this church.

D. One of my favorite ministry passages is Luke 24:30-32. “30When he was at the table with them, he took bread, gave thanks, broke it and began to give it to them. 31Then their eyes were opened and they recognized him, and he disappeared from their sight. 32They asked each other, ‘Were not our hearts burning within us while he talked with us on the road and opened the Scriptures to us?’” At that time in my life, I was praying to discern the kind of ministry God was calling me to. One possibility was charismatic ministry, which can lead to mass evangelism. But God called me to Word ministry, which is much deeper because the Word changes people’s hearts and lives. I prayed that every time I pray, counsel, or preach, people’s hearts would be burning so their lives would change. During my young adult years, God taught me the value of the Word in ministry. This passage (as well as Matthew 9:37-38) set the course for CFC.
V. Covenant Fellowship Church: Ministry/Church Planting [26-45]

A. It’s common for people to say, “Pastor Min started CFC.” But God started this church, and I don’t take any credit for what He did. After I finished seminary, the Lord convicted me to come here and plant this church. I thought, “No way, I’m only 25 years old! I want to be discipled by an older pastor.” I fought against God in prayer for a year. But when you fight against God, you lose. So, a year later, I was driving to the University of Illinois with Pastor Young and Gee, who was pregnant with our first child. Joshua is a freshman now. So, freshmen, CFC is as old as you. 
B. I broke all the church planting rules in that we had no core group and no financial support. But I realized why God wanted me to go to college for five years and seminary for three years. The seniors in 1990 were freshmen when I was a super-senior, so we knew each other, and they became the foundational members of CFC. If I had come a year later, they would have been gone. I often invited them to our house, Gee cooked for them, and we bonded through food (like in breast feeding). 
C. The vision for CFC came from Matthew 9:37-38, “Then he said to his disciples, ‘The harvest is plentiful but the workers are few. Ask the Lord of the harvest therefore, to send out workers into his harvest field.” CFC had 150 people at the end of the first year. Our church currently includes thirty different ethnic groups, and we have a few thousand alumni all over the world. Ten percent are in some sort of fulltime ministry; others are serving as laypersons. 
D. God has helped me grow through these years of ministry. I love His Word. I cannot believe I get to study God’s Word and preach for a living. I’ve preached in about thirty to forty countries. In 1993, I preached in Burundi to 80,000 people right before the genocide. I was warned we might be bombed at that gathering. The people were desperate, and the Spirit of God was working among them. When I was preaching Psalm 23, God was speaking to the people. I felt like I was just listening to what He was saying through me. Thousands of people were crying out for peace. Without the prayers of those people, the genocide may have been even worse. But their prayers for peace will be fully answered in heaven, when all ethnic groups will gather to praise the Lord. 

E. During my years of ministry, God taught me that He is faithful. 

1. God is faithful financially. From the beginning, we decided to give fifty percent to missions. That’s why we save forks and plates. That’s why the pastors live with necessity. I knew I needed to take as little money as possible. For the past nineteen years, my salary has been $500 a month, and we’ve been able to raise five kids. God has provided through His people. 
2. God is faithful in providing grace and strength. Lamentations 3:22-23 says, “22Because of the Lord's great love we are not consumed, for his compassions never fail. 23They are new every morning; great is your faithfulness.” His compassions NEVER fail. He provides fresh grace every morning. People ask me what my secret is. I’m a child of God. I’m depending on God every morning. 

3. Matthew 6:33 says, “But seek first his kingdom and his righteousness, and all these things will be given to you as well.” God is faithful to provide everything you need to live for His kingdom.

4. One day in my mid-30s I prayed, “Lord, I’m so thankful. Why do you bless me so much?” He gave me this conviction, “Because you’ve always given all of yourself.” He reminded me of this time when I was in the Alpha and Omega band. There were only twenty hip gospel songs (including “Create in me a new heart, O God”). Each night before leading worship, I’d pray and pray, “Lord, which songs should I choose?” It was so important because I felt like God would not work unless I chose the right songs. One night, my stomach was turning and I thought I was dying. I was tempted to give the responsibility to someone else. But I prayed, “Unless I die, I’m going to choose the songs, and go up there. I’m going to do my best for You.” That is a reflection of many times I’ve been faithful. God said, “Because you gave yourself, I will be faithful to you.” I just want to give all of myself and be faithful to Him until the end.
5. My favorite song is Keith Green’s “Pledge My Head to Heaven.” He influenced many songwriters during the 80s and 90s. The music wasn’t great, but he was spiritual. We often listened to this song and wept. 
Pledge My Head to Heaven

Keith Green

Well, I pledge my head to heaven for the Gospel,

And I ask no man on Earth to fill my needs.

Like the sparrow up above, I am enveloped in His love,

And I trust Him like those little ones, He feeds.

Well I pledge my wife to heaven, for the Gospel,

Though our love each passing day just seems to grow.

As I told her when we wed, I'd surely rather be found dead,

Than to love her more than the one who saved my soul.

I'm your child, and I want to be in your family forever.

I'm your child, and I'm going to follow you, no matter 

Whatever the cost, I'm gonna count all things lost.

Well I pledge my son to heaven for the gospel.

Though he's kicked and beaten, ridiculed and scorn.

I will teach him to rejoice, and lift a thankful praising voice,

And to be like Him who bore the nails and crown of thorns. 


Well I pledge my son, I pledge my wife,

 I pledge my head to heaven,

I pledge my son, I pledge my wife, 

I pledge my head to heaven,

for the gospel.

Conclusion

· I want to live and die like this, so God will say, “Well done, my good and faithful servant” (Matthew 25:21). I’m so thankful I can serve this church. (If I couldn’t be the pastor, I’d serve in some other way.) My job is to help you find your calling and to be faithful in your lives. You are in God’s hands. He is in your life. He is above your life. Learn to see God’s sovereignty. He is working out His redemptive history. He does not need us; but it’s our privilege to be used by Him. So, let us be faithful until the end. 

Suggested Closing Songs

Everlasting God

Second Chance

Your Grace Is Enough

Great Is the Lord

