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I. See the Law of God
Romans 7:21-22  21So I find this law at work: When I want to do good, evil is right there with me. 22For in my inner being I delight in God’s law; 

A. The law
B. The summary of the chapter: defense of the law
[vv 1-6] Paul’s explanation of our death to the law and our marriage to Christ

· The new relationship with Christ means new relationship to Him through the new relationship with the law
[vv 7-13] Paul’s testimony as an unbeliever – Past tense

· Our old relationship with the law as unbelievers is that the law shows our heart/our sins
[vv 14-22] Paul’s testimony as a believer- Present tenses

· Our new relationship with Christ is through the law is as believers and now the law gives us desire to live for God as it still convicts our sins of our sinful nature
C. The right relationship with Christ through the law
1. I delight in God’s law
2. I want to do good – desire to love God

3. I see my sins – detection and hatred of sins

4. I have holy frustration

II. See Sins
Romans 7:23-24  23but I see another law at work in the members of my body, waging war against the law of my mind and making me a prisoner of the law of sin at work within my members. 24What a wretched man I am! Who will rescue me from this body of death? 

A. Seeing sins as libertines and legalists
B. Seeing sins to be lovers
Jeremiah 31:33 “This is the covenant I will make with the house of Israel after that time,” declares the LORD. “I will put my law in their minds and write it on their hearts. I will be their God, and they will be my people.

1. Logistical

2. Mental

3. Spiritual

1 Corinthians 9:26-27  26Therefore I do not run like a man running aimlessly; I do not fight like a man beating the air. 27No, I beat my body and make it my slave so that after I have preached to others, I myself will not be disqualified for the prize.

Romans 7:24 What a wretched man I am! Who will rescue me from this body of death? 

III. Seeing the Cross 
Romans 7:25 Thanks be to God — through Jesus Christ our Lord! So then, I myself in my mind am a slave to God’s law, but in the sinful nature a slave to the law of sin.

A. Gratitude – Justification/union with Christ
B. Repentance
Repentance misunderstanding – Me centered vs. God centered

1. Repentance is not I’m bad but I need forgiveness from God
2. Repentance is not I feel bad but I’m sorry to God
3. Repentance is not I’ll be punished but I need God’s grace of the cross
4. Repentance is not I’m OK now [relief’] but I am so thankful for God’s mercy [gratitude]
5. Repentance is not I’ll sin and be forgiven [abuse/consequence] but I need to change to be like Jesus [means of growth]
IV. Seeing the Resurrection
Romans 7:25 Thanks be to God — through Jesus Christ our Lord! So then, I myself in my mind am a slave to God’s law, but in the sinful nature a slave to the law of sin.

A. Thanks be to God – through Jesus Christ our Lord!
1. God
2. Through
3. Jesus Christ
4. Our 
5. Lord
B. Practical question – How do you receive this power?
Ephesians 3:14-21 14For this reason I kneel before the Father, 15from whom his whole family in heaven and on earth derives its name. 16I pray that out of his glorious riches he may strengthen you with power through his Spirit in your inner being, 17so that Christ may dwell in your hearts through faith. And I pray that you, being rooted and established in love, 18may have power, together with all the saints, to grasp how wide and long and high and deep is the love of Christ, 19and to know this love that surpasses knowledge — that you may be filled to the measure of all the fullness of God. 20Now to him who is able to do immeasurably more than all we ask or imagine, according to his power that is at work within us, 21to him be glory in the church and in Christ Jesus throughout all generations, for ever and ever! Amen.

Hebrew 12:1-4 1Therefore, since we are surrounded by such a great cloud of witnesses, let us throw off everything that hinders and the sin that so easily entangles, and let us run with perseverance the race marked out for us. 2Let us fix our eyes on Jesus, the author and perfecter of our faith, who for the joy set before him endured the cross, scorning its shame, and sat down at the right hand of the throne of God. 3Consider him who endured such opposition from sinful men, so that you will not grow weary and lose heart. 4In your struggle against sin, you have not yet resisted to the point of shedding your blood.

C. Practical suggestion: Respect the sequence
