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1 Now Naaman was commander of the army of the king of Aram. He was a great man in the sight of his master and highly regarded, because through him the LORD had given victory to Aram. He was a valiant soldier, but he had leprosy. 2 Now bands from Aram had gone out and had taken captive a young girl from Israel, and she served Naaman's wife. 3 She said to her mistress, "If only my master would see the prophet who is in Samaria! He would cure him of his leprosy." 4 Naaman went to his master and told him what the girl from Israel had said. 5 "By all means, go," the king of Aram replied. "I will send a letter to the king of Israel." So Naaman left, taking with him ten talents of silver, six thousand shekels of gold and ten sets of clothing. 6 The letter that he took to the king of Israel read: "With this letter I am sending my servant Naaman to you so that you may cure him of his leprosy." 7 As soon as the king of Israel read the letter, he tore his robes and said, "Am I God? Can I kill and bring back to life? Why does this fellow send someone to me to be cured of his leprosy? See how he is trying to pick a quarrel with me!" 8 When Elisha the man of God heard that the king of Israel had torn his robes, he sent him this message: "Why have you torn your robes? Have the man come to me and he will know that there is a prophet in Israel." 9 So Naaman went with his horses and chariots and stopped at the door of Elisha's house. 10 Elisha sent a messenger to say to him, "Go, wash yourself seven times in the Jordan, and your flesh will be restored and you will be cleansed." 11 But Naaman went away angry and said, "I thought that he would surely come out to me and stand and call on the name of the LORD his God, wave his hand over the spot and cure me of my leprosy. 12 Are not Abana and Pharpar, the rivers of Damascus, better than any of the waters of Israel? Couldn't I wash in them and be cleansed?" So he turned and went off in a rage. 13 Naaman's servants went to him and said, "My father, if the prophet had told you to do some great thing, would you not have done it? How much more, then, when he tells you, 'Wash and be cleansed'!" 14 So he went down and dipped himself in the Jordan seven times, as the man of God had told him, and his flesh was restored and became clean like that of a young boy. 15 Then Naaman and all his attendants went back to the man of God. He stood before him and said, "Now I know that there is no God in all the world except in Israel. Please accept now a gift from your servant." 16 The prophet answered, "As surely as the LORD lives, whom I serve, I will not accept a thing." And even though Naaman urged him, he refused. 17 "If you will not," said Naaman, "please let me, your servant, be given as much earth as a pair of mules can carry, for your servant will never again make burnt offerings and sacrifices to any other god but the LORD. 18 But may the LORD forgive your servant for this one thing: When my master enters the temple of Rimmon to bow down and he is leaning on my arm and I bow there also—when I bow down in the temple of Rimmon, may the LORD forgive your servant for this." 19 "Go in peace," Elisha said.
Introduction

· I thought about this man Naaman. I thought about his salvation and his cleansing (healing of leprosy). He’s the commander of the army of Aram, which is present day Syria. We’re going to see a missionary God through this passage. When we read the Bible, we can get caught up in the story. Though we need that, we may miss the components that the author really intended through this passage.

I. Naaman
2 Kings 5:1 says, “Now Naaman was commander of the army of the king of Aram. He was a great man in the sight of his master and highly regarded, because through him the LORD had given victory to Aram. He was a valiant soldier, but he had leprosy.”
A. He was a commander
1. He was someone in charge, or someone who had established his position. He had reason to be proud. 
B. He was the commander of Aram

1. Not only was he a commander of anywhere, but he was a commander of Aram, which is present day Syria. Aram was a sizeable empire at that time.
C. He was a great man to the king

1. He was associated with the king of Aram. It was like being associated with the president.
D. He was victorious

1. “Lord had given victory” to Naaman (v.1). He was highly regarded. He was so good that the king thought he was indispensable in the nation of Aram. 
E.    He had leprosy
It doesn’t matter what we have/who we are. No matter how much money we have/what your status is, if you die. In this passage, Naaman had leprosy, which is a skin disease where you cannot feel pain.
2. He was sick – physically

a) Physical sickness was often related with spiritual sickness—sometimes directly linked, but it’s not always like that. In Genesis 3 sickness/death comes in because of man’s sin, and God says “you will surely die”, but God gives us time to come back to Him. Our physical sickness is ultimately because of sin, but God is giving us time as we live to repent. 
b) As we look into Scripture, when Jesus heals sick people, He gives them the Word. When he heals the blind, He says “I am the light of the world”, when He raises the dead, He says “I am the Resurrection and the Life.” He uses physical illustrations to give spiritual illustrations. 
3. He was a sinner – spiritually

a) He was sick physically, but he didn’t know God—so he was also sick spiritually. No matter how much you have, your success will only last during your life time. You need to be cured spiritually and be right before God.

b) A lot of spiritual sickness is shown through his pride. Naaman expected Elisha to come out and just heal him there, and also tries to buy God’s healing and with worldly wealth. But God’s mercy, even the richest of the world, cannot buy. Only the “poorest” beggars can receive His grace. That’s why I think he has to dip into the River of Jordan seven times.
c) Seven is the number of perfection. Elisha could have said wash yourself three times, but he says seven times. It takes time for us to believe and as we obey, to do things. Naaman couldn’t receive God’s grace until he washed his heart seven times—it took time—and then he was ready to receive God’s healing.
d) For example, it wasn’t until Daniel was thrown into the lions den that he realized the lion’s mouth was closed. A lot of times, we try to pray/trust in the Lord and it doesn’t seem like God is there with us giving us the answer, until the end. Or take for example the Red Sea, it divided right when the Egyptians were right behind the Israelites. Why? Because it’s during that time when you are “poor” and you realize your resources will never be enough to buy grace. Or there’s the example in Joshua 3:15-16, when the Israelites were about to cross the Jordan River into the land of Canaan. But when did the Jordon River stop flowing so they could pass? Right when the priests’, which were carrying the ark, feet, touched the water’s edge. 

e) Many times it’s like that, because it takes time for us to trust, time for us to become poor in spirit, time for us to realize that we need God—and then we realize only God can do it. Not by money/resources, but only God can do it. Then He gives us His grace. Whenever something bad happens, we think God wants something from us, but God is a great and awesome God who doesn’t need anything! God wants to purify us and make us “poor” because only the poor can receive His grace. 
II. The Servant Girl
2 Kings 5:2-3 says, “2 Now bands from Aram had gone out and had taken captive a young girl from Israel, and she served Naaman’s wife. 3 She said to her mistress, ‘If only my master would see the prophet who is in Samaria! He would cure him of his leprosy.’”
A. She was a slave girl
1. During that period of time, I slave girl was captured, enslaved, and separated from their family. It was a good probability her family was killed (though we don’t know for sure). She was in a situation of suffering, hardship, and difficulty—not an optimal situation for her to do ministry. If we were in that context, we might be thinking, “Why me? Where are you when I need you?”

B. She was in a cross-cultural context

1. She was almost in a missionary-like role. Though she didn’t voluntarily go to another country, we could say she’s more like an immigrant. Many of you came here because your parents came here as immigrants. She was in a cross-cultural context—like a Third Culture Kid. Similar to Missionary/ex-patriot’s kids—you have your own culture, but you’re not living in your own country, so you develop a “third” culture that becomes uniquely your own.

2. Despite this, she was able to serve God. She didn’t do spectacular things, but she did her best serving/told them about God.

C. She kept her faith
1. So here’s this young girl alone, in a different culture, as a slave. If you’ve done youth ministry, do you know any youth group kid that could be like this -- keeping her faith enough to witness to the commander of a great nation? She kept her faith through hardships and difficulties. She had faith in God.
2. Many of us have a little bit of a hard time and can’t go on--it’s like when little kids over exaggerate when they get a splinter--how in the world are we going conquer the world for the gospel?! 
3. Here’s a teenage girl in this context, keeping her faith. Will you be able to keep your faith? I’m always praying and have shivers down my spine thinking if ten years down the road, will my sheep keep their faith no matter what happens in their lives –hardships, difficulties, death, and martyrdom? When you face little hardships and difficulties, you need to check yourself. As you go through difficult times now, can you overcome them and keep your faith? Will nothing hinder you? If you can’t go through little things, you can’t overcome bigger things. If you can overcome little things, God is preparing you to overcome greater things to come. 

D. She loved others around her

1. Did she do anything great? Not really. All she did was love the people that happened to be around her. She just loved a family—it just happened to be one with a great man in it. 
2. That’s CFC’s strategy. If you want to do great and spectacular things, you just have to learn to love people. To prepare yourself to do great things for God, you have to hold on to the steadfast of the Lord, receive His grace, and pray for the people you will meet. When you meet them, say a supernatural “hello” and love them. That will lead you to develop relationships and talk about Jesus. Love by doing the simple things you can do. God will work through it. God is sovereign. All we have to do is be faithful in the small things. The best preparation is to keep your faith in the Lord and learn how to love people around you now. 
III. God
A. God of salvation
1. Prophets are important. In order to understand the Old Testament, you have to understand the names of the people mentioned, in this case, especially the names of Elijah and Elisha. 
2. Elijah, who is in some parts of 2 Kings, means “My God is Jehovah”—which means “My God is great and awesome” That’s why Elijah does so many great miracles, because God is showing his greatness/awesomeness through this prophet. As he does great things, the prophet proclaims the name and Word of God—showing a great and awesome God to Elisha and Israel. Elijah was the discipler of Elisha.
3. Elisha means “God is salvation.” Some people think Elijah is this “great” prophet because he made the rain stop/brought fire down, while Elisha is a “cute” prophet because he does small miracles. But Elisha’s role is to show the picture of salvation—that God is salvation. So when Elijah brings down fire and 800 Baal prophets die--he’s showing how great and awesome God is. But when Elisha heals one leper, it shows how God is salvation. As Naaman is healed of the leprosy, which is like sin, he can feel the heart of God. It’s a picture of God who is salvation, who cleanses our sins and saves us. 
4. New Testament writers understood this correlation. John the Baptist is pictured as Elijah, especially to the Israelites, as he speaks to them and many come to repentance. While Jesus is like Elisha, a savior who comes and cleanses, like how He cleanses lepers. That power of Elijah as John the Baptist baptizes Jesus is transferred from the Old Testament to the New Testament in Jesus Christ. Jesus Christ is God who is Salvation.

B. God of preparation

1. God can immediately do anything, but the author of 2 Kings is orchestrating these verses to show us what God is like. God is sovereignly orchestrating things so that His name will be known to people and so people will trust in the God of Israel.

2. 2 Kings 5:1-2 says, “1 Now Naaman was commander of the army of the king of Aram. He was a great man in the sight of his master and highly regarded, because through him the LORD had given victory to Aram. He was a valiant soldier, but he had leprosy. 2 Now bands from Aram had gone out and had taken captive a young girl from Israel, and she served Naaman’s wife.” Why did God give victory to Aram through Naaman? Why did Naaman have a good relationship to the king? Did it just so happen that this teenage girl was the servant of Naaman’s wife/family? She was a servant girl of Naaman, but also a servant girl of Israel, planted by Him. She would go on to tell Naaman to go to Israel and listen to Elisha, to tell about salvation so that the name of God would be declared to the world. God did a lot more than just saving Naaman from leprosy.

3. 2 Kings 5:15 says, “Then Naaman and all his attendants went back to the man of God. He stood before him and said, ‘Now I know that there is no God in all the world except in Israel. Please accept now a gift from your servant.’” Some of us aren’t even sure that there is no “God in all the world except in Israel.” But Naaman in his heart is convinced that there is only the God of salvation. His healing and his relationship to the king and his relationship to the servant girl were NOT accidents. It’s a God who sovereignly works through kings, queens, commanders, and slave girls.

4. Some people think that during that time God would sometimes work like this to reach a Gentile to show that later on, God would work to reach the Gentiles. However, this is not an exclusive work of God, but an exemplary work of God—one of many works that happened during that time. There are probably a hundred cases like this that worked during the history of mankind. 
5. Later, Naaman goes to Aram and the name of God will be declared in Syria. Israel was in sin and here’s a Gentile man who shows faith. To Israel, they saw what they were supposed to be doing. So it’s like a double-edged sword, cutting off sins in Naaman’s heart/Syria’s, as well as Israel’s. In Luke 4:27, he talks about Elijah and Naaman in this way. When the Israelites would not believe Jesus, He said there are many lepers in Israel, but only Naaman, a Gentile, was healed. It meant that God was declaring His Word to the Gentiles, but He was also disciplining Israel. God is using us to declare His name even when He’s disciplining us. For example, as he disciplines Jonah, He’s also training Jonah to declare His name in Nineveh too.

C. God of cleansing

1. God works through individual people. I believe Naaman believed in God. 

2. 2 Kings 5:16 says, “The prophet answered, ‘As surely as the LORD lives, whom I serve, I will not accept a thing.’ And even though Naaman urged him, he refused. Elisha did not receive it so that Naaman would know for sure that it was God who healed him, and thus, all the credit would go to God. 

3. 2 Kings 5:17 says, ‘If you will not,’ said Naaman, ‘please let me, your servant, be given as much earth as a pair of mules can carry, for your servant will never again make burnt offerings and sacrifices to any other god but the LORD. Why did Naaman want to take the dirt? At that time it was commonly thought that a deity could only be worshipped on the soil on which he was found. Naaman couldn’t stay in Israel, so he wanted to take the ground/soil with him, so that when he was worshipping, he would be worshipping the God of Israel. He not only received physically cleansing, but spiritual cleansing. We don’t see the story afterwards, but we can see that God used him.
D. God of generations 
1. I don’t believe the spreading of the gospel is an exclusive work, but it is an exemplary work of God. In this generation, the gospel has to spread, since it hasn’t spread to parts of the world. Everywhere I go there is a glimpse of the gospel—history of Christianity in those places. The gospel doesn’t go in a linear fashion, but moves more cyclically. In the first century, the name of God spread throughout history, and God continues to do it, because people die, and the gospel has to be spread again. For example, Europe is now one of the most un-reached places, because the death of Christianity occurred as all the believers died, and a new generation of atheists came alive. The gospel needs to spread, not just in Muslim countries, but places like Europe also.  

2. The point is that we’re responsible for OUR generation. Throughout history, God uses individual people and somehow (via God) the spreading of gospel takes place. Many times, it’s not through spectacular things, like how in this case it was through one servant girl. One example is through the Passion of Christ movie. Many missionaries told me that many people in the Muslim world heard the movie was anti-Semitic. Since the people in the Muslim world were against the Jews, many went to see the movie, and so in many Muslim countries it was the number one box office hit for a long period of time—meaning many people saw the movie, which contained the gospel. 
3. Things like that happen throughout different generations. For example, think about Joseph in the Egyptian Empire. Did they receive the gospel? Joseph went to Egypt, became Prime Minister, and was in charge of things during the famine. As he’s allocating the food, he was shown through a dream that seven years of drought and seven years of abundance were coming. Because of that, Egypt was able to prepare and save food so the whole Egyptian nation would know that it was the God of Israel providing the food. How about Moses? At the end when the Israelites are coming out, through the dividing of the Red Sea and destroying the super power at that time, even the people in Jericho heard of God’s name. How about Jonah and the Assyrian empire? Jonah goes forth and speaks the gospel to Nineveh and they repented. How about Daniel and the Babylonian empire? We saw through Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego being saved from the fiery furnace, and Daniel being saved from the lions den in the Babylonian empire where the name of God was spread. What about the beautiful queen Esther? Through her life in the Medo-Persian Empire God’s name spread. How about the Greek and Roman Empire? Through Jesus and Paul, through the known world at the time, the gospel spread. I don’t think what we see here is exclusive, but an exemplary account of how God uses servant girl-types to spread his name. We are just responsible for our generation. You may be the “Joseph” sold into slavery, “Daniel” in the lions den, “Esther” if you’re pretty ( 
E. God of lepers

1. God can use anyone-- we can relate to the people in this passage. There was a servant girl—ordinary girl who was faithful, just loved God, kept faith while also having relationships (w/Naaman’s family). During that time, God was spreading His name through slavery and Israel’s exile. Today, we can just go across the world and spread the name of God. I suggest too many people to pray about staying in different cities within the US and choosing a good ministry and church, or you can go to different cities in the world. If you have a choice between a local/global company, pray about the global company--you can be like a servant girl being faithful in ordinary things and loving God, by doing your job in a different context/assisting different missionaries—just like many lay people in our church our doing here. 
2. You can be like Naaman. You can go into different places in the world and go be a person of significance, and influence the spread of the gospel.

3. You can even think of Naaman coming to Israel. We need to think of the Naamans coming into our country. In the university setting, we have intellectuals coming right here and you can build relationships with these scholars, so they can go back home to their positions of influence and influence those countries with the gospel.
4. There are different kinds of things we can do because of globalization. Overall, wherever you are, you need to think about what’s going on in the world, how you can be involved and just participate in what God is doing. God is a God of a servant girl, of the lepers who are in exile, and the weak. As long as you have a relationship with God and are faithful, God can use you.
Conclusion

· I am a board member with Serving In Missions (SIM), and they’re in the midst of choosing a new director, so this past week I was there interviewing candidates. It’s like a president/CEO of a company or a pastor of a church. They had a great leader and now they’re interviewing to find a new leader. We asked one of the candidates “How are you doing spiritually?” He said, “I’m doing good, but not well enough.” Then he started to choke up and cry saying, “I just want more of Jesus. That was my prayer since I was a junior in college.” His wife nodded her head in affirmation, attesting that he wasn’t lying. He’s about 58 years old, so for nearly 40 years, that’s been his prayer. That blessed me. Will I be faithful to the end? 
· Here’s Naaman who is washed with the River, through the word of the prophet, in obedience. He’s healed because a few hundred years later, there would be another man who would be washed in the Jordan River. Jesus Christ comes and is baptized by John the Baptist, who is like Elijah. Because Christ is washed as a human being, He’s identifying with us. In place of us, so that on the cross He would die so that by his blood, we would be washed of our sins and our leprosy.

· Isaiah 53 says that by his wounds, we are healed. Only in Jesus Christ. Only when we ourselves are washed by Christ can we receive His grace, His mercy, and His kindness and can grow to represent Him. We can receive the river of grace because He received a river of wrath on our behalf, so that we can be saved and be like Christ and be His agents. I pray that we would see this and that our prayer both now and forevermore would be, “I just want more of Jesus.”

· Ten years ago I was in a meeting with a famous missionary. She was so humble before God and said when she gave her life to the work of God, she used the phrase, “Can it be me? Me, Lord? Do you want to use me? God of the universe, great and awesome God. He wants to use me. Can it be me?” Wherever you are, whatever you do, desire to live for God and serve God. One of the most frequent prayers that I offer, other than “Humble me”, is “Lord, use me. However You want. I don’t care how.” We who struggle with sins and flaws, I just want to be used by God. I pray that you would never lose that desire. “Can it be me that represents You?” Through this Missions Weekend, you’ll see some realistic ways of how you can do this. God may realistically be calling you do different parts of the world. There’s so much you can do, especially through globalization. In one day, you can get to any part of the world. It’s an incredible world. Never in history, has it been like this! 
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