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Genesis 2:25-3:13. 2 25The man and his wife were both naked, and they felt no shame. 3 1Now the serpent was more crafty than any of the wild animals the Lord God had made. He said to the woman, “Did God really say, ‘You must not eat from any tree in the garden’?” 2The woman said to the serpent, “We may eat fruit from the trees in the garden, 3but God did say, ‘You must not eat fruit from the tree that is in the middle of the garden, and you must not touch it, or you will die.’” 4“You will not surely die,” the serpent said to the woman. 5“For God knows that when you eat of it your eyes will be opened, and you will be like God, knowing good and evil.” 6When the woman saw that the fruit of the tree was good for food and pleasing to the eye, and also desirable for gaining wisdom, she took some and ate it. She also gave some to her husband, who was with her, and he ate it. 7Then the eyes of both of them were opened, and they realized they were naked; so they sewed figs leaves together and made coverings for themselves. 8Then the man and his wife heard the sound of the Lord God as he was walking in the garden in the cool of the day, and they hid from the Lord God among the trees of the garden. 9But the Lord God called to the man, “Where are you?” 10He answered, “I heard you in the garden, and I was afraid because I was naked; so I hid.” 11And he said, “Who told you that you were naked? Have you eaten from the tree that I commanded you not to eat from?” 12he man said, “The woman you put here with me—she gave me some fruit from the tree, and I ate it”. 13Then the Lord God said to the woman, “What is this you have done?” The woman said, “The serpent deceived me, and I ate.”

Introduction

· My job as your pastor is to help you grow spiritually through preaching and counseling. I want you to grow so Christ will be glorified in you and through you. I try to discern what hinders your spiritual growth. One thing that really hinders growth is having a victim mentality. “People judge me, people gossip about me, so I want to leave the church.” I’ve seen people go through a little suffering and want to leave Christ. I’ve also seen people who were raped, but they’re growing spiritually. God’s grace is more powerful than anything you’ve done or been through. We need to learn to see our own sins, take responsibility, and repent, so we can grow. When we receive forgiveness and strength from God, we can love anyone, regardless of what they’ve done to us. I want you to become powerful people, not victims.

· This passage explains the origin of victim mentality. In verse 1, Satan attacks God’s character. God generously gave Adam and Eve all (but one) of the trees in the garden for food. But Satan makes God out to be malevolent. In verse 3, Eve adds the phrase “You must not touch it” to God’s command. Then Satan denies God’s Word outright by adding one word lo (not) to what God said. In verse 5, Satan suggests that God is selfishly afraid that they will become as powerful as He is. God’s Word was given to protect Eve’s heart. But when she didn’t hold on to it in its integrity, she sinned.

· The little phrase, “he ate it” at the end of verse 6 is very important. Adam, not Eve, is the representative of humankind; humanity fell in Adam. 

· Before the fall, Adam and Eve were naked but they felt no shame because they were sinless. After becoming selfish, they are concerned about their nakedness and want to cover themselves. They also try to hide from the omniscient and omnipresent God. God asks “Where are you?” not because He didn’t know but to call their attention to where they are in their relationship with Him (verse 9). When you play hide and seek with God, you will lose.

· Adam blames both Eve and God when he says, “The woman you put here with me . . .” (verse 12).

I. The Origin of the Victim and the Victimizer

A. Prior to Sin
1. Man wanted to serve God

a) Man was created for God and wanted to serve Him.

2. Through the means of unselfish service to others

a) Adam and Eve were God-centered and others-centered, not self-centered. 

3. Man did not need to cover himself

a) Before they sinned, they had nothing to hide. It didn’t matter to them that they were naked because they weren’t selfish and they knew the other wasn’t using them. 

4. Man wanted to serve others
B. The Effect of Sin
1. Man wants to be God
a) Satan said, “If you eat it, you will be like God” (verse 5) Sin is our desire to be God.

2. Through the means of selfishness
a) We are selfish because we want the pleasure of being god-like, of getting whatever we want. As many of you have learned in the Heart Motives class, your heart motive is the means you use to exalt yourself, to be God. 

3. Man needs to cover himself
a) After Adam and Eve sinned and became selfish, they wanted to expose the other’s nakedness. They also wanted to cover themselves because they knew the other wanted to expose them. 

4. Man uses/exposes/abuses others
a) Whenever we relate to people we use them to get what we want.  

C. Principles 
1. We are always both victims and victimizers
a) We’re victims because sinful people use us, and we’re victimizers because we sinfully use others. This is true of Christians because we still have our sinful nature as well as the new nature God has given us. We even use God.

b) But, in Jesus, God has justified us, forgiven us, and covered our sins. Even though we have a sinful motive in everything we do, He treats us as if we only have our good motive.

2. We must be constantly repentant for our sins as victimizers
3. We must always forgive and love victimizers
a) We must love victimizers appropriately. They may need justice, which can prevent more sin. But our motive must always be love.

II. The Redemption Power for the Victim and the Victimizer

How can we stop using people? How can we forgive victimizers? The power comes from Jesus.

A. God’s Justice in Jesus—Victim and Victimizer

1. Is God a victimizer?
a) No. God is holy, righteous, pure, good, and loving in everything He does. Since He is sinless, God cannot be a victimizer. And we are not victims since we are guilty. God’s wrath against us is righteous. 

2. God is for the victim
a) God has compassion on the victim, on the weak and destitute. God had mercy on Adam and Eve even though they were victimizers as well as victims. 

3. God is just toward the victimizer
a) God disciplines all three parties, Adam, Eve, and Satan. God pronounces a curse on Satan. God disciplines the woman with pain in childbearing and the man with pain in work. 

b) Sinners who aren’t covered in Jesus will receive justice on the Day of Judgment. Victims, leave justice to God.

4. God’s justice in Jesus
a) Since we’re victimizers, we not true victims. Only Jesus is, because only He is sinless, innocent. 

b) On the cross, He took our sin and the wrath we deserve. He became a victimizer is our place. 

c) He had to become a man so he could replace us. But He was not a mere man who could only die for one man. Since Jesus is God, infinitely worthy, He could carry all the sins of all the victimizers. 

B. God’s Mercy in Jesus 

1. In this passage, God kills an animal to clothe Adam and Eve. (It was the first time an animal died.) This sacrifice points forward to the sacrifice of Jesus. Like Adam and Eve, we need God to cover us because we can’t cover ourselves. We are victimizers who deserve wrath. But God the Father poured that wrath on Jesus on the cross and He clothes us with the blood of Christ. If your faith is in Jesus, you are united with Him. He takes your wrath and you receive His righteousness. So, God sees Jesus, not victimizers, when He looks at us.

2. I Corinthians 13:12 says, “Now we see but a poor reflection as in a mirror; then we shall see face to face. Now I know in part; then I shall know fully, even as I am fully known.” If God revealed Himself fully to us now, we would all die because of our sinfulness. He covers us in His mercy. One day He will pluck out our sinful nature and we won’t need to be covered anymore. He will pour Himself—more and more of Himself—on us throughout eternity. It’s all because of God’s justice and mercy in Jesus. The love of Christ covers a multitude of sin.

C. God’s Redemption through us

1. We are covered in Jesus—Forgiven
2. We learn to cover others like Jesus—Love
a) Because we are forgiven, we have power to forgive. We become like Jesus and cover others in love. 

3. God shows covering love to others through us—Show the love of Christ
a) Have you experienced that warmth of God’s forgiving love when a Christian forgave you? Victimizers don’t deserve forgiveness and love. But when we forgive them, God shows His mercy through us.

b) My favorite book, after the Bible, is St. Augustine’s Confessions. Augustine writes that Jesus is both the victim—the sinless sacrifice—and the victor—the priest who gave the sacrifice and earned victory, forgiveness, and strength for us. I would add that Jesus is also the victimizer—He became sin as He carried all our sins for us. And as victor, He forgives us and empowers us to forgive others. 

III. Application

As we apply these principles to a few situations, we must learn to see how we’re both victims and victimizers. It would take me a lifetime to meet one-on-one with each of you. But listen carefully and you’ll receive counseling.

A. Judging others

1. When you judge others, you’re exposing their sins and weaknesses for your own selfish pleasure. 

2. Discerning is different than judging. Out of love, we can discern someone’s sins in order to correct them and help them grow. 

3. When we’re sinned against, we have reactionary sins, and thus become victimizers as well as victims. When you’re judged, you might judge them for judging you or give them the silent treatment. But we need to love people regardless of what they do to us, because the Bible commands us to love others as we love ourselves (Matthew 22:39).

B. Gossip

1. Gossipers get selfish pleasure out of talking about others’ weaknesses.

2. Only talk about someone’s sins with that person, face to face, out of love. Cover them by stopping others from gossiping.

3. If you’re a victim of gossip, confront the gossiper in love, clarify the situation, and work for peace. If you react, you become a victimizer as well as a victim. Watch out for subtle reactions. Don’t speak of negatively of the gossiper.

C. Blame

1. Blame says, “I’m not getting what I want because of this person.” We blame because we want to get someone’s approval or to avoid someone’s disapproval—whether it be our own, other people, or God’s. When Adam blamed Eve and God he may have wanted to avoid God’s disapproval.

2. Blaming others is wrong, but, in love, we can point out a person’s sins to help them grow.

D. Serving Others

1. Isn’t serving good? How are we victims and victimizers when we serve people? Even in the most benevolent thing we do for others, we’re still sinning. I will prove it to you. What’s your response when someone you serve speaks negatively of you or isn’t grateful? You react negatively, don’t you? You served them to get something, perhaps appreciation. 

2. In the movie Slumdog Millionaire, set in the slums of India, some adults lure children in by being nice to them. But then they abuse them for money. 

3. If you’re doing something that appears good, but you expect something back, then you’re using people. If your motive is selfish, you’re a victimizer. 

E. Pornography

1. If you use a picture of a person’s nakedness for your pleasure, you are a victimizer. Those who expose themselves for money are also victimizers. Both are sinful.

F. Lust

1. It’s the same line of logic for lust. When you lust, you are victimizing someone. If you want someone to lust after you, you too, are a victimizer. 

G. Sexual abuse

1. I will give some pastoral comments. If you were sexually abused as a child, you were innocent. You didn’t understand what was going on. It’s not your fault. 

2. The abuser is the victimizer, of course.

3. But as you grow older, you may react to the abuse in sinful ways. Maybe you become promiscuous or you hate and avoid men. Maybe you feel guilt and it affects sexual relations in your marriage. Maybe you hate your parents or God because they were supposed to protect you. You are responsible for your reactionary sins. Learn to interpret everything biblically. It may be difficult, but you can overcome anything by the grace of God. 

H. Forgiveness

Whether the situation is sexual abuse or something else, the following principles apply. 
1. As a victimizer

a) Ask God for forgiveness

b) Ask others for forgiveness

(1) We need to learn to ask for forgiveness from those we have sinned against. Abuse can affect their spiritual lives. Asking for forgiveness gives them the opportunity to grow as they go through the process of forgiving you. 

2. As a victim

a) Ask God for forgiveness

(1) We will always have some sort of reactionary sins because our sinful nature remains in us (until our death or Christ’s return). If someone punches you, would you be offended? I would be. Don’t ever do that to me (. If I’m strong or I’m insensitive to pain, being punched wouldn’t hurt me. When I had an old car, I didn’t care if it got hit. We feel offended because we have selfish desires. We didn’t get something we wanted or we got something we didn’t want. So, we need to repent for our reactionary sins (like our daydreams of hurting them). 

b) And forgive others as a representative of God to show the love of God

(1) If we were sinless, we wouldn’t feel offended by their sin. We would only think about how they violated God’s command to love people. All sin is ultimately against God. When one person sins against another it offends Him because both were made in His image to glorify Him. When others sin against us, we can be His hands, mind, and heart. When we, His image-bearers, forgive them, they can see God’s forgiving love through us.

(2) Love doesn’t exclude justice. We need to exercise justice to deter unrepentant people from further sin and to protect those they would abuse. Victimizers who repent and receive forgiveness may still need to face consequences for their sins. Parents discipline their children to help them grow. The church disciplines its members out of love so they will hate sin. 

(3) We need to learn to see our sins and to see our need for a Savior. When we victimize others, we need to repent and receive God’s grace. When we are victimized, we need to see our reactionary sins, the cockroaches of our sinful desires coming out. And we need to go to God and fight our sins. We need to see being victimized an opportunity to show our Savior’s forgiving love to others.

Conclusion
· The movie Schindler’s List is about a German businessman, Oskar Schindler, who saves the lives of about 1,100 Jews. He starts a factory and keeps them as workers, so they won’t be sent to the concentration camps. He is friends with a ruthless German general named Amon. Though they’re very different, Amon respects Oskar for some reason. In a conversation between them, Oskar teaches Amon what power is. 

Oskar: “Power is when we have every justification to kill, and we don't.

Amon: “You think that's power?”

Oskar: “That's what the Emperor said. A man steals something, he’s brought in before the Emperor, he throws himself down on the ground. He begs for his life, he knows he’s going to die. And the Emperor . . . pardons him. This worthless man, he lets him go.”

Amon: “I think you are drunk.”

Oskar: “That’s power, Amon. That is power.”

Next, we see Amon supervising Jews. A Jewish woman does something wrong, and Amon says, “I pardon you.” Amon surprises Jews after Jew by saying, “I pardon you,” instead of killing them. Then, he stands in front of a mirror and says to his reflection, “I pardon you.” The next scene shows Amon killing Jews again. He knew his sins and realized he didn’t have the power to pardon himself. 

· Aren’t you thankful for Jesus? When you see your sins, you can go to Him for forgiveness. You need to see yourself as a sinner, so you will know your absolute need for the grace of Jesus Christ. God forgives you and empowers you to forgive. Every time you victimized, it is an opportunity to show God’s forgiveness to others. Fix your eyes on Jesus. See your sins. See the cross. Many people need to see Jesus through you. 

Suggested Closing Songs
Jesus, Messiah

Second Chance

You Deserve

Perfect Love

In Christ Alone

