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(Friday Night Large Group, February 13, 2009)

1 Timothy 5:1 Do not rebuke an older man harshly, but exhort him as if he were your father. Treat younger men as brothers, 2 older women as mothers, and younger women as sisters, with absolute purity.
1 Corinthians 6:15-20 15 Do you not know that your bodies are members of Christ himself? Shall I then take the members of Christ and unite them with a prostitute? Never! 16 Do you not know that he who unites himself with a prostitute is one with her in body? For it is said, "The two will become one flesh." 17 But he who unites himself with the Lord is one with him in spirit. 18 Flee from sexual immorality. All other sins a man commits are outside his body, but he who sins sexually sins against his own body. 19 Do you not know that your body is a temple of the Holy Spirit, who is in you, whom you have received from God? You are not your own; 20 you were bought at a price. Therefore honor God with your body. 
Introduction

· When I prepared this message, it was because there is a lot of need in the church.  I didn’t even realize it was Valentine’s day, so it must be God’s sovereign and ordained message for at least one of you. If you think it’s you, it’s you.
· We’ll look at two main passages and apply it in our context (1 Timothy 5:1-2 and 1 Corinthians 6:15-20).

· From 1 Timothy 5, we’ll get the phrase “treat younger women as sisters with absolute purity.” There’s a line of brotherhood and sisterhood. From 1 Corinthians 6, we see how sexual sin is inside the body, not just outside the body. From these verses, we’ll get principles about relationships with the opposite gender. I emailed some older people in the church about issues to cover. These are a couple of emails.

· “I just think that we have had seminars on dating, but we have not had focused seminars on healthy bro/sis relationships. When the dating seminar says that we need to keep the bro/sis relationship[s], that concept itself is not so clear to us. We come from broken families. Some people are just clueless how to get along/deal/act with opposite gender relationships. So, sometimes, keeping it neutral can mean no relationships in fear of offending the "law" or for the sake of undivided attention to God.

· “I struggled a lot with having purer more undivided thoughts when dealing with the opposite gender. For some reason, I observed every girl I found attractive as a potential mate for the future. This really hindered my development in learning how to have healthy opposite gender relationships. I would go through phases of feeling like I was okay but I always ended back in the same place... burning with lust. I think that I should add that I was engaged in a fierce battle with pornography. This sinful addiction is nothing to take lightly! This is an entirely different sermon topic but I declare emphatically that if pornography is your master and you are looking to have healthy opposite gender relationships, you must first violently deal with it!  After I learned to commit this issue to God and understood how much greater my desire for lust and relationships outweighed my desired for God, I was able to properly repent and receive God's transforming power to begin having healthy opposite gender relationships. I will say this: though I am changing now, sometimes I felt that I would never change. So as a word of encouragement to those that are struggling with the similar feelings, BE STRONG IN THE LORD AND KNOW THAT HE IS FAITHFUL!!! EARNESTLY SEEK HIM! God bless :D”  Amen!  Let’s pray and go home.  ( 
· Many people speculate this message to be a “No/Don’t” message. I would say this is a “Yes/Do” message. It teaches and prepares you to have the best “yes” in your life. In order to do that, we must learn to say “no” first. Just like a great meal that is coming- don’t eat cheap snacks beforehand. Say no to those things so you can have the great meal.

· Some people are saying, “C’mon, what’s wrong with a little dating? What’s wrong with crossing the line a little bit? What’s wrong with flirting around?” As we look into Scripture, we realize there are two main institutions in the Bible that God uses to glorify Himself –family and the Church. We are to treat each other in the body of Christ as family members in the body of Christ. God ordained the church to picture the Godly family (or God – Father, Son, and Holy Spirit). When purity is not maintained in the two institutions, it can be detrimental personally to your life. 

I. Exposition
A. For the Church
1 Timothy 5:1-2 says, “1 Do not rebuke an older man harshly, but exhort him as if he were your father. Treat younger men as brothers, 2 older women as mothers, and younger women as sisters, with absolute purity.” Paul, an older apostle, is giving suggestions to a young minister, Timothy, on how to minister to the body of Christ. This church that Timothy is ministering to has older men, older women, younger men and younger women. Paul is giving advice on how to minister to that body of Christ. 
1. The importance of a vertical relationship

a) 1 Timothy 4:12 says, “Don’t let anyone look down on you because you are young, but set an example for the believers in speech, in life, in love, in faith and in purity.”

b) Have a right relationship with God and through your godliness you’ll minister to other people. It’s not the age, it’s the wisdom. It’s not external appearances, it’s spirituality.

c) 1 Timothy 4:16 says, “Watch your life and doctrine closely. Persevere in them, because if you do, you will save both yourself and your hearers.”
d) The foundation in ministry is your relationship with God. You need to set an example. Not necessarily through what you say, but through your example, you can tell people what to do. 
2. The importance of cultural relationship

a) In eastern or Jewish culture, you respect people with authority. We do that in American culture as well. We say mister, or sir. Most people call me Pastor Min.
b) The Bible says not to rebuke an older man harshly and to treat older women like mothers. So you minister to them, but you minister to them in the cultural realm. Respect the cultural order or cultural realm. Within a culture you show godliness and you minister to them.

3. The importance of spiritual family relationship

a) The family is to picture the family of God – the trinity. Notice the relational connection between the young pastor and the older men as fathers, younger men as brothers, and younger women as sisters. Treat church members as family members. As we look into the Scripture, we see that we must love church members as we love family members. It’s all about the glory of God.
4. The importance of a pure relationship

a) As it relates to young men, Paul talks about relationships to the sisters because temptation was greater towards the sisters. He says treat them with absolute purity. That word purity is related to fleshly desire. There’s an importance of purity in relationships. If that’s not there, then it hinders the glory of God. 
b) So what is sin in this context? Going over the line of brotherhood and sisterhood. Until when? Biblically speaking, until marriage. Until marriage, that line of brotherhood and sisterhood cannot be crossed. 

c) What does that mean? Act as if two other people are present. Act as if their future spouse is present and your future spouse is present. Act in a way where you would not feel guilty with those 2 extra people present. Act as if you have nothing to hide- that defines “with absolute purity.” No shame before God. 

B. For the Individual
If you go over the line with any brothers or sisters, there are consequences. What are sexual relationships for Biblically speaking? 
1. The intention of a sexual relationship is to illustrate our union with Christ
1 Corinthians 6:16-17 says, “16 Do you not know that he who unites himself with a prostitute is one with her in body? For it is said, ‘The two will become one flesh.’ 17 But he who unites himself with the Lord is one with him in spirit.”

a) Within the marriage context, two people loving each other and having a sexual relationship is one of the glorious ways to illustrate our union with Jesus Christ. Verse 17 says, “He who unites himself with the Lord is one with him in spirit.”
b) Within marriage, sex is a means for us to express and experience the love of Christ.  Both love each other and both love Christ. It’s not about selfishness, but it’s about loving each other. In that moment of sexuality, there’s a glorious picture of the gospel. 
c) How Christ loves the church and how the church loves Christ is pictured in Ephesians 5.
2. The capacity to picture the gospel can be affected by sinful union
1 Corinthians 6:18 says, “Flee from sexual immorality. All other sins a man commits are outside his body, but he who sins sexually sins against his own body.”

a) When you have some sort of attachment, then something inside of you can be marred and affected. That means there is less capacity to picture Christ’s love for the church and the church’s pure love for Christ. That’s why verse 18 says, “Flee from sexual immorality.”
b) If you have tape and stick it to many different things, it’s not as sticky anymore.  Sexual immorality leads to a lesser capacity to “stick” and unite.

c) That’s exactly how sexual relationships are. Some part of you is stuck to that person and some part of the other person is stuck to you. You have that memory that you should only have with your spouse. The exclusive picture of the gospel is marred because of the impurity.

3. Three things needed for a God-intended sexual experience
1 Corinthians 6:19-20 says, “19 Do you not know that your body is a temple of the Holy Spirit, who is in you, whom you have received from God? You are not your own; 20 you were bought at a price. Therefore honor God with your body.” If you want to have a beautiful sexual relationship, you have to be filled with the Holy Spirit.
a) Love

(1) Love is not the feeling of passion for the other person. That’s selfish love. Biblical love is selfless- you want to picture how Christ loved the church. In order to have that love in your heart, you must be filled with the Holy Spirit. You have to pray a lot before you have a sexual relationship.

b) Physical pleasure

(1) It’s not about getting physical pleasure, but giving physical pleasure with the intention of love. Through that physical experience, you express the love of Christ so that person will feel the love of Christ through you in their physical pleasure- their soul is touched. 

c) Commitment in marriage

(1) When you cross the LBS (line of brotherhood and sisterhood) whether it’s physical, emotional, or mental, something comes between your relationship with your spouse. Good experiences can bring addiction and bad experiences can bring guilt or avoidance. Both bring pain and hardship and affects your relationship with your spouse.

(2) Can you be restored? Yes. Can you overcome by the grace of God? Yes. But it’s not easy. But even though you may be pure for awhile, just like an alcoholic, something can trigger your addiction or fear- it’s always possible to be tempted. You must continuously fight and correct your thoughts and desires to be Biblical. The point of this message is to sin no more because there will be consequences in your life.

II. The Implications
What are the consequences in your marriage? There are specific implications.
A. Lust
1. What is a lustful thought? Intense or unbridled sexual desire. Any sexual desire outside of marriage.
2. Let me illustrate with pornography and masturbation.  I do a lot of marriage counseling. I’m going to be graphic with this example. In one married couple I counseled, the husband could not ejaculate with his wife ever because he had been into pornography for many years. Why is this so? When you read a good book and that book is made into a movie, what’s usually better– the book or the movie? The BOOK! Why? Because as you’re reading the book, your incredible God-given mind is being imaginative and you’re creating pictures in your mind. You’re imagining the perfect picture of the book. Even after spending millions of dollars making the movie, rarely is a movie as good as the book.
3. When you’re into pornography, you may be watching a movie, but you’re imagining in your mind. It’s not just visual stimulation, but you’re getting everything you want in your imagination. It fuels selfishness in your standards and expectations. In your marriage, your spouse will have no idea what gives you pleasure but you will expect them to meet your standards or expectations.

4. The increased expectation hurts the reality of marriage. Pornography teaches you to be selfish, which is the exact opposite of what you’re supposed to be in the sexual relationship with your spouse –unselfish and loving the other person. The sexual relationship is a symbol of the whole marriage. 
5. Crossing the LBS, even in your imagination can affect your marriage.

B. Emotional attachment

1. Some females may think they don’t struggle with lust because they don’t struggle with pornography. But even in emotional attachments you are creating and expecting in your imagination. You’re the queen. You are the center of the universe, and you are imagining that person perfectly serving you in the way that you want. 

2. Emotional attachment is still going across the LBS in a way that affects your future relationship. It’s teaching you to be selfish. If you keep (emotionally) sticking yourself to different people, you will lose your stickiness.
3. Purity is the best equipment for unity. Your inside is marred when you lust  emotionally. 

4. There is consequence to sin – illegitimate relationship to future marriage.

C. Dating – Secular Dating vs. Courting
Courting is what CFC encourages. The Bible says to respect the LBS, not until courting, but until marriage. You can’t cross the line until that wedding day when the pastor says, “Until death do you part.” You don’t like it? You think that’s too much? It’s not a cultural thing or a CFC thing, it’s what the Bible says. 
Secular dating relationships are about avoiding problems. People think they want to make sure they don’t choose the wrong person, but the attempt to avoid that problem is causing the problem. When you keep dating and breaking up, you’re practicing for divorce. You’re emotionally, mentally, and physically marred in your heart. 
What is the courting principle of CFC? You can do anything you want as long as you don’t cross the LBS. From that line, we’re deducing logical steps. 
1. Stages before courting [Cultural suggestions]
Courting means you commit. These are cultural suggestions. It’s not law. If you don’t go over the LBS, you can do anything you want.
a) Friendship stage

(1) As friends, you can investigate the other person without crossing the LBS. You can do it directly or through other people. You can investigate without going over the line.

b) Prayer stage

(1) There can be prayer stage. “Lord, help me to make the right choice.” 

c) Approach stage

(1) You want to approach someone to pray about the relationship. You might already have a relationship with the person and you might not. You can approach directly or use what I call the triangular method. Triangular means there’s an older brother or older sister who knows both of you. In the context of CFC, you can easily find those people. Ask them, “Can you find out if that person has any interest in anyone? And in me?” I believe this can be done in a wise way. Some people think that only guys can approach girls. I believe girls can approach guys. I’m more liberal than CFC! I just want everyone to get married and have a great, wonderful, gospel-picturing marriage. I want you to hurry up and get married so you sin less and love Christ. There would be a lot less problems.
(2) After praying, if there’s one no, that means forget it. Two yes’ means you go onto the family approval stage.

d) Family approval stage

(1) Make sure your parents know. These stages are not chronological, they are suggestions. You can mix up any of the stages. As long as you don’t go over the LBS, you’re not making a mistake.

(2) Especially during the approach stage, we suggest to have some sort of accountability- older people or pastors who oversee the relationship for your protection.

2. Stages during courting
You go into the courting process when you have two yes’ and the families agree. 
a) Commitment to marry

(1) There has to be a commitment to marry. That’s why you take a long time with the friendship stage. Go slow and pray a lot and make sure you want to commit to that person. You cannot go over the LBS before you go into the courting stage. Make sure it’s the person you want to marry. 

b) Preparation for marriage/wedding

(1) It takes at least one year to prepare a wedding. You must orchestrate your calling in life, your job, your church, where to live, etc. As you decide together, you have to prepare for marriage. 

c) Keeping the LBS
(1) You have to do all of this while you keep the LBS. If you’re going through the courting stage, we’ll connect you to an older couple who can help counsel you and keep you accountable. We have great older couples in our church. 

(2) Keep the LBS. Before you cross it, you must be committed.

D. Premarital sexual activity in a dating or courting relationship

1. This crosses the LBS. You may end up not marrying that person. All the consequences we talked about apply. Sins of guilt and addiction can hinder your relationship with your spouse. Can you be forgiven? Yes. But just like any other sin, you might struggle with it for the rest of your life. If you have a past, it’s good to share it with your spouse so you both understand it might possibly be a struggle that you must go through together in your life.
E. Premarital sexual activity in a courting relationship
Is there a consequence in marriage?
1. You may not end up marrying the person

a) I’ve seen many courting relationships broken even though they were committed.

2. Sin mars the beauty of an exclusive holy activity

a) Even though you do marry the person, crossing the LBS before marriage is still sin before God. The effect of sin still mars that relationship. There’s guilt without the commitment of marriage. I have counseled many couples who had a sexual relationship before marriage, and after they were married, there was still guilt. Of course, you can be forgiven and overcome. But that pure, beautiful relationship is still marred by a memory of guilt. It’s not about who the other person is, it’s about your commitment to Christ. It’s only after marriage that the beauty of the relationship is maintained in purity.

3. You are increasing the  potential for future sin

a) If you have a habit of going over the line, how do you know that you’re not going to go over the line after marriage with some other opposite gender relationship? I’ve met many people who are like that as well. 

b) If you don’t have the integrity to keep the line before marriage, you might not have the integrity to keep the line after marriage.
4. You are robbing each other of spiritual growth

a) You must grow spiritually so that you can be unselfish in marriage and have a more fulfilling and God-glorifying marriage. Guilt hinders spiritual growth, which is why you’re robbing each other of your spiritual growth. You’re less prepared for the future. That affects your marriage afterwards.
5. It hinders your present ministry

a) As you’re serving the Lord, you have less power in ministry because of present guilt and less love for God. You’re more inwards rather than outwards towards other people as you’re going through sin in premarital sexual relationships.

F. Unwise acts – Putting yourselves in the atmosphere of possible sins

1. Affects the other person

a) Something might be ok for you, but not for another person. We can emotionally or physically affect other people.

2. Affects your ministry

a) You can be unedifying when you have to give counsel to someone else. “Yeah, I slept on her bed, but we didn’t do anything. We’re just brother and sister in Christ. I wasn’t thinking about anything.” Can you say that to a younger brother or sister?  Unwise acts can lead to less effectiveness in your ministry.

3. I remember watching a commercial where there was a railroad track and a train was coming. A father and son were about to go across the tracks. The father sees how dangerous it is and he stops. But the boy does not see that the father stopped and he goes. (The scene is then cut off.) That’s what happens with your unwise acts- you might be able to control something, but someone younger you, who cannot control themselves, might be affected by the decision you made. That’s why you have to be an example. Even though you might not be sinning, you have to be as edifying as possible.

G. Suggestions for a healthy opposite gender relationship

1. In 1997, in a marketplace Bible study, I asked people to tell me some do’s and don’ts between males and females. Males wrote suggestions to females and females wrote suggestions to males. It’s twelve years old so it might be old and be funny, but the gist is the same. 
2. Male suggestions to females.

a) Be careful when talking about guys’ appearance.

b) Please do not wear suggestive clothing.

c) Too much makeup is not good in my opinion.

d) Don’t’ nag and whine too much.

e) Try not to refuse when guys offer to help.

f) Enjoy your freshman year and do not get involved with a male in a dating relationship.

g) Guard yourself from friendly flirting.

h) Try not to depend on guys for everything because it might give the wrong signal to the guy.

i) Don’t act too cutesy in front of the guys; it seems it’s done to get unneeded attention.

j) Don’t be too sensitive to what guys say; he doesn’t mean half the things he says.

k) Laugh at all the guys jokes.

l) Don’t be too touchy.  Never grab on to a guy’s arm.  It’s really annoying because it seems really flirty.

m) Don’t say you like certain things just because you know a guy likes that certain thing; it seems really manipulative.

n) Don’t keep calling a guy just to start up a conversation if whenever you call that guy, he doesn’t say anything.  It means he’s really not interested in having an hour-long conversation at that moment or ever.

o) Don’t be persistent in talking to a guy if he doesn’t really talk back to you.  It means he doesn’t really want to talk to you or be followed around either.

p) If a guy does something wrong, communicate with him by telling him exactly what he did and why you felt if he was at fault.  You can’t expect someone to learn without good communication.

q) Make good girlfriends.

r) Make more girl friends than guy friends.

s) Don’t talk to guys about personal problems; especially guy problems.

t) Don’t cross the line as for caring for the guy (having too much compassion or sympathy).
u) Over friendliness may lead some guys on.

v) Do not seek comfort from guys.

w) Build good relationships with older girls so that they can guide you to building relationships with the opposite sex.

x) Be careful how long you spend time with guys; e.g. be careful of the time of night or where you spend that time.

y) Be decisive especially when the guy asks you to decide; don’t keep trying to be polite and frustrate the guy; he is really asking for your opinion.

z) Don’t be too preoccupied with your appearance.

aa) Don’t be too argumentative for the sake of arguing or disagreeing.

ab) Don’t always think that Christian brothers are out to take advantage of you.

ac) Try not to be super-sensitive, even though we do say stupid things sometimes.

ad) Don’t try to take advantage of guys because you are female (e.g. asking for rides all the time; asking for favors too frequently).

ae) Don’t mislead with mixed actions (unclear actions).

af) Do not lead guys to think that you like them in anyway or form (e.g. flirting; being touch).

ag) Please be careful of what you wear (clothes, perfume).

ah) Do not invite guys to your room late at night no matter what the reasons.

ai) Start praying for your future husband now even though you don’t know who it is.

aj) Rather than making a list of your “ideal man”, start making yourself to be an “ideal woman.”

ak) Listen to Pastor Min’s lecture on dating and apply it.

al) Don’t make any mistakes that you’re going to regret for the rest of your life.

am) Make good quality relationships with older Godly girls; they can tremendously help you.

3. Female suggestions to males.
a) Don’t be vulgar around women (burping, farting, scratching hair, etc.)

b) Be more empathetic (don’t just sit there with blank face when she is sharing)

c) Don’t always talk about sports!

d) Please offer to walk a girl when she is alone.

e) When you’re with other guys, don’t treat the female like “one of the guys”; treat her like a lady regardless of how boyish she may seem - don’t think she can take everything and anything because she can “hang with the guys.”

f) Don’t get too close - physically or emotionally.

g) Don’t be afraid to make decisions, but at the same time don’t take complete charge of making all decisions.  Have a backbone!!!  Don’t be so wishy washy.

h) When a female asks you to walk her home, please do not roll your eyes and say, “I guess so.”  If you can’t do it at that moment, then let her know that if she can’t find anyone else, that you will walk her home.

i) Don’t make promises that you know you can’t keep.

j) For younger guys: treat all girls equally - don’t favor!  I know you guys... if you think she’s cute or pretty, you’ll most definitely treat her better!!!

k) don’t be overly girl-phobic!

l) Don’t call girls late at night.

m) Don’t call “just to say hi” - girls think way too much into it and make it into more than it is.

n) Don’t ask how you can pray for your female friends - when she shares with you she feels close to you.

o) Don’t ask other girls if the girl you like likes you back - it all gets back to her.

p) Don’t talk about other girls in front of women.

q) Remember - older girls really don’t think about younger guys.  If older girls spend a lot of time with you, they most likely think of you as a younger brother.

r) Use wisdom when you pray with girls - you don’t have to hold hands.

s) Say what you mean and mean what you say.

t) It is good thing to open doors for girls and wait for her before you go anywhere - be considerate.

u) Don’t share struggles about lust with girls!!!!

v) Don’t make girls your listening counselor.  It makes girls feel needed and attached.  Confide in God and older guys, pastors, etc.

w) Don’t single one girl out in a group just because you feel comfortable with that person more than other girls.  Don’t make that person feel more special or important than another.

x) Do keep a mindset that girls are your siblings in Christ, to encourage them to grow in the Lord.

y) If you start to like some one, stay away from that person, try to avoid anything or thought that will lead to temptation.  Hang out with older guys and spend time in the Word.

z) Pray for your mate not a person, but God’s chosen mate for you.

aa) Don’t study, eat, spend time alone together for extended time periods.

ab) Do talk to pastors and older people about dating; not your own-age people, especially opposite gender.

ac) Do walk ladies home at night even if they refuse.  Do offer before they have to ask.

ad) Do not comment negatively or even jokingly about a lady’s appearance even if it is true.

ae) Do not make bodily noises in front of ladies.

af) Do not spend too much time with a lady who may get attached emotionally easily.

ag) Do not talk about other ladies in front of ladies, in a negative way.

ah) Do hold doors for women.  Ladies like it secretly.

ai) Do not comment on your opinion if a certain woman can bear children or not (true comment) - taken offensively.

aj) Please take a shower after going to the gym.  Please!

ak) Do learn how to open doors for females - we appreciate that.

al) After you’ve gone to the gym, please shower.  If you didn’t have time, don’t throw your smelly socks at girls or gross them out with your sweat.

am) Be able to treat females with kindness and respect.  I went to a wedding and the pastor told the man to think of this one word when you think of your wife - “Treasure.”

an) Please, please, please don’t spend time exclusively with one girl... it’s easy to get attached on either side without knowing it.

ao) If you’re interested in someone, don’t talk about it too much but PRAY.

ap) Study hard, be a man of God, and the right girl will be provided for you.

aq) I know guys want to maintain a safe distance from girls, but please at least say hi and don’t be rude.

ar) Do offer help - walking home, driving, carrying things.

as) Do ask advice and questions - don’t be macho.

at) Do think first about your actions - if it could be misunderstood don’t think about doing it.

au) Treat them like sisters.

av) If you are interested - be direct and don’t tell a lot of your friends you like her before you tell her.

aw) Don’t watch TV and not talk.

ax) Don’t touch girls too much (it’s so heebie).

ay) Don’t say you are going to do something like call or meet and then you don’t show up.

az) Don’t say anything about a girl’s physical features - don’t even do that.

ba) Don’t lead girls on by being overly complimentary and conveniently nice.

bb) Don’t call really late at night.

bc) Don’t hang-out with one particular girl a lot or it could lead to other things - be wise for the girl’s sake too.

bd) Don’t make fun of others - it’s very unattractive.

be) Guys, don’t joke about a girl’s eating habits or excess of it!  It cuts deeper than they let it show.  Girls are conscious about themselves more than we let on.  It’s not vanity, just the way we are!

bf) Don’t assume all girls are ignorant about sports!

bg) Don’t be unnecessarily huggy with girls.  Even though you might not mean anything by it, it can be taken the wrong way very easily.
III. Application
A. Romance with God
1. The intention of Valentine’s Day is love for God. ( You have no one to sing to? Sing to God. Just have the greatest love for God.
B. Romance with your spouse

1. Some of you might say, “Pastor Min, I don’t even have a girlfriend. What do you mean romance to your spouse?” On Valentine’s Day, commit to your future spouse. I’ve been praying for my kids, my kids’ spouses, and their children. They might be born now, but even before they were born, I was committed to praying for them. I’m already committed to my grandchildren whoever they are. You can commit yourself to your spouse even without knowing them. You don’t need to have someone now to commit yourself. 
2. Keep yourself pure. Whoever you will marry will be a lucky one! (
C. Romance in the body of Christ

1. It’s time to show the love of Christ to people in the church. Even without going over the line of brotherhood and sisterhood.
Conclusion

· My intention as your pastor is that you have a fantastic marriage. God knows that’s all I’m longing for so that Christ can be glorified. As best as I know from Scripture, I have to teach you how to have a relationship prior to marriage so you can have a great marriage for the glory of God. I pray for all your marriages. Just as I pray for my children, I pray for you, your future spouses, your future children, and your parents- because a great marriage and a great family means greater glory to God. A strong family means a stronger church and greater glory to God. Please remember the LBS. Do the best you can to keep it before marriage. 
· Some people have a painful past. By the grace of God, you can overcome anything. As long as our sinful nature remains in us, we’ll always struggle with something. God will purify our hearts, and purify this body for the glory of God. I want you to have a great marriage to glorify God.

Suggested Closing Song Types
Hear Us From Heaven
Yes, You Have
