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5:1 Therefore, since we have been justified through faith, we have peace with God through our Lord Jesus Christ, 2 through whom we have gained access by faith into this grace in which we now stand. And we rejoice in the hope of the glory of God.
8:29 For those God foreknew he also predestined to be conformed to the likeness of his Son, that he might be the firstborn among many brothers. 30 And those he predestined, he also called; those he called, he also justified; those he justified, he also glorified.

Introduction

· We’re revisiting Romans and the doctrines of total depravity, justification, and glorification.
· The word doctrine is something that is taught, a principle or position or a body of principles or branch of knowledge or system of belief. It becomes part of your system in a way that you teach. It’s a principle of law established through past decisions. It’s what you really believe or what you really live by. It’s what you influence others with. It’s a system that you have. That’s how you speak, live, teach, and preach. If you talk to other people, that’s what they speak out of. Those words of wisdom don’t come from nowhere, but it’s out of their system.

· Our culture has a system. I’ve been having some heated dialogues with my teenaged kids. I’m learning cultural doctrine. They say “Be you. Be real.” What do you mean real? You mean I’m not real? I learn a lot about the doctrine of “Being yourself.” One of these Fridays, I’m going to preach on the doctrine of being real.

· You may say something, but you really live according to your doctrine. When you’re a parent, it’s what you’ll teach with. It’s a system you might know exists, but there’s a body of teaching in you. 

· I counsel people on the discrepancies of their personal doctrine and doctrine according to Scripture. There are three doctrines that come out of the book of Romans. We want to have it as our foundation. It’ll help you understand the book of Romans and life in general. 

I. The Doctrine of Total Depravity
This means we’re totally sinful. Not that we’re utterly depraved, but everything is sinful because of our nature and desire. It’s different from being utterly depraved.
A. What we see
1. Some say non-Christians are better than those in the church. So many with good character, people that do more benevolent things than people in the church. Is everyone bad? Everything totally sinful? The Bible says yes. We have to see everything from God’s perspective.
2. The world says to live for our happiness and pleasure. But God says it’s His world. The Bible says that we’re in slavery and in bondage to sin and we’ve fallen away from God. In this world, we think we’re living in secular history, but the Bible says that everything in this world is orchestrated by God to redeem history.
B. What God sees

1. God uses political figures like Daniel and Joseph, but some fisherman in the Bible changed the world redemptively. We think we’re the center of the universe, but the Bible says we’re not. What we see and what God sees is different.
2. I told my son, “You’re only 15.” He thinks, “I am 15!” He tells me how to parent and I’m teaching him how to be a teenager. Many times we teach God how to be God when we complain or disagree with something. “God, you’re older than me, actually you’re ageless. But God, you should do this…”

3. People ask me how I counsel people. When I see people, I see them through the perspective of the Bible and what the Bible says about them. That’s God’s mind. When I see them, I need to know them, understand them, what they’re like, what their desires are like. That’s God’s evaluation of them. I need to see God’s goal for their future, and if I understand that, then I can counsel them. We can counsel when we see what God sees in people.

4. One thing we have to learn is to see everything as God sees in our lives. What does God see in people? God sees the heart and the motive. We may see good activities and benevolent acts, but God sees the motive of why that person does things.

5. For example, when I was younger, I used to pray “God, use me greatly for Your kingdom.” When I started to see my motive, I realized I was trying to use God to get respect out of others.

6. Some of you might want to be a great influence in this world, but you might want to be known in this world as much as possible. Some of you may want to be devoted to your family, but perhaps the core of your motive might be to receive love from them. Some of you might love to serve others, but perhaps you’re trying to receive appreciation by serving them. If they don’t appreciate or they complain about the service, you don’t feel or react as well. Then you have emotion inside that’s coming out that’s not positive. That’s because you have strings-attached service. Some of you might think you’re calm and ok, until someone degrades you and some volcanic emotion comes out of you.

7. When somebody does not act according to your desire or what you expect, you are judging them. Perhaps it’s principles inside that you’re judging with them. When you’re not patient or kind or loving towards them, you’re judging them. These emotions may tell you there’s something inside you (the motive) that’s not good. God says he sees the heart and the motive.

8. This morning I got up at 4am and looked at the snow outside. I was thinking when you’re walking on the snow for the first time and you step in dog manure. Even if it was beautifully covered, there’s dirt underneath. Our motive is like that, bad things lay underneath even though our activities and actions might be good.

9. Inside our hearts, it’s terrible, smelly, dirty, and that’s what God sees. God evaluates everything from the inside and he sees the heart and the motive even though we see good things inside.

C. What God says

1. Jews

a) God sees people as Jews and Gentiles. 

b) Romans 2:12-13 says, “12 All who sin apart from the law will also perish apart from the law, and all who sin under the law will be judged by the law. 13 For it is not those who hear the law who are righteous in God’s sight, but it is those who obey the law who will be declared righteous.”
c) Disobedience proves your rebellious desire, which shows in your heart.
d) Verse 13 says there are laws that show who God is and when you don’t obey, it shows a rebellious desire in your heart.

2. Gentiles

a) Romans 2:14-16 says, “14 (Indeed, when Gentiles, who do not have the law, do by nature things required by the law, they are a law for themselves, even though they do not have the law, 15 since they show that the requirements of the law are written on their hearts, their consciences also bearing witness, and their thoughts now accusing, now even defending them.) 16 This will take place on the day when God will judge men’s secrets through Jesus Christ, as my gospel declares.”

b) God sees the motive of why they do things. “God will judge men’s secrets” says all people will be judged. As God checks the heart and motive, because our motive is sinful, everything we do is sinful no matter how good it looks outside. There is manure motive inside our hearts.
3. Total and universal depravity

a) Romans 3:9-12 says, “9 What shall we conclude then? Are we any better? Not at all! We have already made the charge that Jews and Gentiles alike are all under sin. 10 As it is written: “There is no one righteous, not even one; 11 there is no one who understands, no one who seeks God. 12 All have turned away, they have together become worthless; there is no one who does good, not even one.””

b) Total means everything we do is sinful because of our motive. Universal means everyone on this earth is depraved with sin in our hearts.

c) Verse 12 says that even if it looks like they’re doing good things; it says no one is doing good, not even one.
d) Before the 17th century, when you got water from a lake or pond, it looked good until 1674 when a Dutchman discovered the microscopic lens. When he started to look at a cup with water with it, he saw many small animalcules. He described it as, “Little eels, worms, lying around all herded up together wriggling. The whole water seemed alive with these multi-pharious animalcules.” When we turn the magnifying glass of God’s word inside of us, we’ll see what seems clean in our motives to be disgusting worms, eels, and animalcules. We are totally and universally depraved as human beings.

II. The Doctrine of Justification
We need Jesus Christ to die on our behalf so our sins will be cleansed and we’ll be justified before God. That means God approves us because of Jesus Christ. When we get to heaven, some of you will be surprised at who is there. Some people will be surprised when they see you there. Some of you will be surprised that you’re there. As long as we’re in Jesus Christ.
Romans 4:25 says, “He was delivered over to death for our sins and was raised to life for our justification.”
Romans 5:1-2 says, “1 Therefore, since we have been justified through faith, we have peace with God through our Lord Jesus Christ, 2 through whom we have gained access by faith into this grace in which we now stand. And we rejoice in the hope of the glory of God.”
A. Faith
1. Through faith means that because of our faith in the perfect person, God-man, Jesus Christ who died on the cross on our behalf. He puts our sins on him and puts His righteousness in us. Because of our faith in Jesus Christ, we’re declared righteous. Faith means that Jesus Christ deserves all the glory, honor and praise. No one should be discouraged because of sin, as there’s nothing that God can’t cleanse.
2. Blood of Jesus is the most powerful detergent. No matter what sin you have committed, He’s able to cleanse. No matter how good you are, you need His cleansing, as we all need the blood of Jesus Christ. That means God deserves all glory, honor, and praise. Any glory, honor, and praise that exist belong to God. 

B. Justified

1. Because we’re so united to Christ, God sees that righteousness in us. It’s not a mere pardon (a free forgiveness of past forgiveness), but it’s blotted out.
2. Albert Barnes said about justification, “It is an act by which God determines to treat a sinner hereafter as righteous as if he had not sinned.” We still have a sinful nature but when God sees you, He sees you as if you had never sinned. Of course he has an infinite memory, he knows you’ve sinned. But he treats you and sees you as if you’ve never sinned because of Jesus Christ. You’re justified in Jesus Christ.

3. That means when you sin, you can always run to Him. When we sin, we feel like our sins are so great. Especially for those that go to God constantly. What about the people that have committed big sins? If you’re in Jesus Christ, He sees you as if you had never sinned. That’s the doctrine of justification.

4. We go to God to be forgiven, so that we can hate those sins. Doctrine of justification says we can always run to him. He’ll see you clean because you’re in Jesus Christ. He sees Christ in you and you in Christ. You’re a child of God.

C. Peace with God

1. Peace of God is a subjective experience. But that’s not what this verse is saying. This verse is saying because of justification, you have peace with God. Peace with God is the objective thing. Because He sees you in Jesus Christ, you have peace with God. It’s a declaration. It’s God’s view of you because you are in Jesus Christ.
2. If you understand this, you can go to God after you sin, repent and hate sin. One of the keys of growth in Christianity is to go right back to God after you sin. Not only will He forgive you, but he’ll help you to hate sin. As a result you have the peace of God. If you feel guilty and don’t understand justification, it can hinder your growth. Don’t hesitate to go to the cross. 
3. I ask my daughter Hannah, “Why do I love you so much?” She says, “Because I’m your daughter.” Why does God love you? Because you’re in Jesus Christ. As God loves His one and only son, He loves you.
4. When my daughter Sarah cuddles with me, I feel so warm inside. I usually have creative ways of saying “I love you.” Yesterday, she came to cuddle, but after I said “only because you’re so cute and lovely,” she goes, “you mean if I’m not cute and I’m not lovely, then I cannot sit beside you?” It’s a profound question of my conditionality.  I said, “You still can, but it helps that you are.” I was thinking even if she’s the ugliest kid, she’d still be cute to me. That’s what matters.

5. Are you cute and lovely to God? In Jesus Christ, you are to God. That’s the only thing that matters. That’s the doctrine of justification. He sees you in Jesus Christ. The doctrine of glorification talks about God actually making you beautiful.
III. The Doctrine of Glorification
Romans 8 ends with justification and glorification. Surrounding Romans 5 and 8 of glorification. Glorification means we’re glorified and becoming more like Jesus Christ.
A. The fact of justification and glorification – Romans 1-8
1. Romans 5:1 says, “Therefore, since we have been justified through faith, we have peace with God through our Lord Jesus Christ,” [Justification]

2. Romans 5:2 says, “Through whom we have gained access by faith into this grace in which we now stand. And we rejoice in the hope of the glory of God.” [Glorification]
3. Romans 8:30 says, “And those he predestined, he also called; those he called, he also justified; those he justified, he also glorified.”

4. A lot of people think glorification is the future. When Jesus returns, we’ll be sinless and glorified, which is true.  According to Romans 8:30, its past tense. Why? Paul is thinking that when you’re justified, the spirit of God comes into you and now you’re growing. You’re being glorified. Glory is the value and beauty of God in you. You are becoming like Jesus. That process had begun and so you’re being glorified. Sure, when Jesus Christ returns, the sinful nature will be gone and you’ll be eternally glorified. Verse 30 is talking about the initial process.

5. Romans 5:1-2 is talking about the eternal process of looking forward to the glory of God. Romans 5-8 is talking about the process of growth on earth.

B. The experience of glorification
1. Romans 5:5 says, “And hope does not disappoint us, because God has poured out his love into our hearts by the Holy Spirit, whom he has given us.” 
a) God alone can glorify us or help us grow. God has given us infinite eternal love into our hearts, which means we’re experiencing this and God is pouring this into all Christians by the Holy Spirit.

b) The Holy Spirit is using the Word to pour His love into you. You’re growing to be more like Jesus. He’s trying to stuff it into you, resulting in our growth. 

c) Are you experiencing the glory of God? Do you experience it when you praise? In your quiet times? Have you ever experienced it? You get excited about God’s love. That’s what He’s doing.

2. The tense of “given” – The Holy Spirit

a) The word given means it’s a one time thing. We’re born as babies in Christ.

3. The tense of “poured out” – His love

a) It seems like in English it’s a one time thing. But it’s the imperfect tense. What had happened in the past has a present effect because the Holy Spirit is inside of us. Continuously, everyday and every moment and every chance we get as we grow in the Word of God, as you’re praising, God is pouring out His love into our hearts because of justification.

b) Are you experiencing that now? I’m experiencing it as I preach. In our Spirit’s nature, we’re never the same again. If you listen to one verse, you eternally change. Are you experiencing the pouring of His love through the Holy Spirit? 

C. The eternal glorification
1. 1 Corinthians 13:12-13 says, “12 Now we see but a poor reflection as in a mirror; then we shall see face to face. Now I know in part; then I shall know fully, even as I am fully known. 13 And now these three remain: faith, hope and love. But the greatest of these is love.” 
a) Paul is talking about the motive and condition of the heart. Our hearts will remain for all eternity. Many people misunderstand glorification as a future thing. It’s true, but it’s just a small portion of it. It’s the whole growing process. When Jesus Christ returns, when sinful nature is gone, we will continuously grow to be more like Jesus. That’s the conformity Romans 8 talks about. Through faith, we receive the pouring love of Christ. We keep going and become more loving. Even though we continuously grow to be more like Jesus, we will never be Jesus. That’s why faith, hope, and love remain forever. Stuffing of love is what will continually be experienced throughout eternity. We’ll continuously be glorified and we’ll be more like Jesus. 
2. We must grow

a) Why must we fight on this earth? According to the Bible, there’s a degree difference of reward in heaven. That means the growth of our spirituality.

b) The growth of our hearts is for this earth. In heaven, there’s a distinction of degree of reward that remains. There’s distinction of the reward which is why the present fight matters. It’s the greater capacity to receive the reward.

c) This means we must grow now. There’s an eternal consequence for all of eternity.

3. We must show

a) We must also show more of the glory of God for the sake of God’s glory.

Conclusion

· A few years ago after a Lock-In, I was at the Original Pancake House with a professor at a seminary in Myanmar. I walk in, there’s about 20 small groups sitting there.  I was sitting in the corner having breakfast and we had a great talk. I was about to pay and the owner knows I’m a pastor. Everyone knows me in this town. He said someone already paid for your breakfast. If that person was not going to pay, there were three other groups that would pay for your breakfast. He was so blessed as he was saying this. My thought was, “There is one who paid for the eternal and infinite debt I owe. There is one who paid for my sins.” If I’m thankful for the one who paid for my breakfast, how much more I should be thankful for the one who paid for my sins.

· God’s resources never run out. Why can’t you be hungry for more of God? Why can’t you ask for more? God wants to stuff you with more of this glory.

· Are you blessed as I’m telling this story? You have never seen the person who paid for my breakfast. But I am telling you about the one who paid for my breakfast. The point is people have never seen Jesus pay for your debt. But if you tell them the story of the one who paid for your eternal debt, they can still be blessed. We must grow and we must show.

· You people who are in Jesus Christ are blessed. No matter what you have done in the past. No matter how many times you’ve failed. He sees you as if you’ve never sinned in Jesus Christ. His plan for you is not counting how many times you’ve failed, but He’s watching whether you’ve learned to walk. Learn to walk and run until you learn to fly when he comes to take you home. He’s pouring His love into your heart now and forever, so order more. Ask for more. He wants you to have it. When you walk out, live it, tell them about the one who paid for your eternal debt.

Suggested Closing Song Types
Amazing Grace (My Chains are Gone)
In Christ Alone (my hope is found)
