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Daniel 3 says, “1King Nebuchadnezzar made an image of gold, ninety feet high and nine feet a wide, and set it up on the plain of Dura in the province of Babylon. 2He then summoned the satraps, prefects, governors, advisers, treasurers, judges, magistrates and all the other provincial officials to come to the dedication of the image he had set up. 3So the satraps, prefects, governors, advisers, treasurers, judges, magistrates and all the other provincial officials assembled for the dedication of the image that King Nebuchadnezzar had set up, and they stood before it. 4Then the herald loudly proclaimed, “This is what you are commanded to do, O peoples, nations and men of every language: 5As soon as you hear the sound of the horn, flute, zither, lyre, harp, pipes and all kinds of music, you must fall down and worship the image of gold that King Nebuchadnezzar has set up. 6Whoever does not fall down and worship will immediately be thrown into a blazing furnace.” 7Therefore, as soon as they heard the sound of the horn, flute, zither, lyre, harp and all kinds of music, all the peoples, nations and men of every language fell down and worshiped the image of gold that King Nebuchadnezzar had set up. 8At this time some astrologers came forward and denounced the Jews. 9They said to King Nebuchadnezzar, “O king, live forever! 10You have issued a decree, O king, that everyone who hears the sound of the horn, flute, zither, lyre, harp, pipes and all kinds of music must fall down and worship the image of gold, 11and that whoever does not fall down and worship will be thrown into a blazing furnace. 12But there are some Jews whom you have set over the affairs of the province of Babylon—Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego—who pay no attention to you, O king. They neither serve your gods nor worship the image of gold you have set up.” 13Furious with rage, Nebuchadnezzar summoned

Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego. So these men were brought before the king, 14and Nebuchadnezzar said to them, “Is it true, Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego, that you do not serve my gods or worship the image of gold I have set up? 15Now when you hear the sound of the horn, flute, zither, lyre, harp, pipes and all kinds of music, if you are ready to fall down and worship the im- age I made, very good. But if you do not worship it, you will be thrown immediately into a blazing furnace. Then what god will be able to rescue you from my hand?” 16Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego replied to the king, “O Nebuchadnezzar, we do not need to defend ourselves before you in this matter. 17If we are thrown into the blazing furnace, the God we serve is able to save us from it, and he will rescue us from your hand, O king. 18But even if he does not, we want you to know, O king, that we will not serve your gods or worship the image of gold you have set up.” 19Then Nebuchadnezzar was furious with Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego, and his attitude toward them changed. He ordered the furnace heated seven times hotter than usual 20and commanded some of the strongest soldiers in his army to tie up Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego and throw them into the blazing furnace. 21So these men, wearing their robes, trousers, turbans and other clothes, were bound and thrown into the blazing furnace. 22The king’s command was so urgent and the furnace so hot that the flames of the fire killed the soldiers who took up Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego, 23and these three men, firmly tied, fell into the blazing furnace. 24Then King Nebuchadnezzar leaped to his feet in amazement and asked his advisers, “Weren’t there three men that we tied up and threw into the fire?” They replied, “Certainly, O king.” 25He said, “Look! I see four men walking around in the fire, unbound and unharmed, and the fourth looks like a son of the gods.” 26Nebuchadnezzar then approached the opening of the blazing furnace and shouted, “Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego, servants of the Most High God, come out! Come here!” So Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego came out of the fire, 27and the satraps, prefects, governors and royal advisers crowded around them. They saw that the fire had not harmed their bodies, nor was a hair of their heads singed; their robes were not scorched, and there was no smell of fire on them. 28Then Nebuchadnezzar said, “Praise be to the God of Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego, who has sent his angel and rescued his servants! They trusted in him and defied the king’s command and were willing to give up their lives rather than serve or worship any god except their own God. 29Therefore I decree that the people of any nation or language who say anything against the God of Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego be cut into pieces and their houses be turned into piles of rubble, for no other god can save in this way.” 30Then the king promoted Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego in the province of Babylon.”
Introduction

· We’ll look into the story of Daniel talk about the word “commitment”. We want to know how to be committed people as Christians to reflect in everything in our lives. That people will see our character and integrity and that we’ll live like committed students, workers, family members, and church members. We want to be people who are committed because of our commitment to our God.
· We see the commitment of three people, Daniel, Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego. A lot of times we just read this story but in order for us to understand chapter 3 we need to understand a little bit about the book. 
· Every time there’s a prophet in the Bible, we have to understand why those stories are written. Understanding the meaning of Daniel, the name of the prophet, God’s servant at this moment, is very important. Daniel means God is judge, God is my judge. That means God is the sovereign king over the universe. God is the judge over the history. We will definitely see that in the book of Daniel if we read it from that perspective.

· There is a story about personal integrity of Daniel, who prays going into the lion’s den in chapter 6. In this chapter, we’re going to see three of his friends make a commitment not to bow to an idol that King Nebuchadnezzar makes. There is personal integrity, personal commitment, but it’s really about historical God who is sovereign over the universe. God is my judge, but God is the judge over history, over every single one of you. And at the end of the day just like when you go to school the evaluation of your professors is important to you. Just like when you work the evaluation of your boss is important to you. Just like when you ask someone out, the evaluation of the other person concerning you is important to you. As you look into the Bible, it’s saying the evaluation of God at the end of history, personally, and universally is what counts. The book of Daniel is about God being king over the universe, and He’s the judge. That’s why personal and historical judgment is mentioned throughout the book of Daniel, where prophecies are the keys to understanding end time events. If you really want to understand what’s going on, you have to understand things like the book of Revelation, but Daniel is very important because it pictures how God is going to judge the world as the king of the universe.

· Three friends are going to show their commitment to God. Chapter 2 basically is about Babylonian king, King Nebuchadnezzar, he thinks he’s king of the universe, king of the world. And God is going to show through the dream that he really is not the king of the universe. Even though he might be the greatest human king at that time, God is the king of the universe, which He shows in chapter 2.  Nebuchadnezzar dreams and he wants it interpreted, so he tells all the wise men to interpret my dream or else they’ll die. Now no one is going to interpret the dream because king does not tell them the dream. You need to not only interpret the dream, you need to tell me what my dream was and then tell me. And of course no one is able to do that except Daniel who received revelation from God because God shows that dream, God gives that dream to King Nebuchadnezzar and Daniel is able to tell the dream and interpret the dream.

· The dream is about this huge statue made of gold, silver, bronze, iron and clay and through the interpretation of Daniel, it’s really about human history. If you have taken human history, Daniel 2 really tells the human history empires that existed. Babylonian Empire is the gold, on top, and then Medo-Persian Empire is the silver, middle part, and bottom part, Greek Empire, bronze; Roman Empire, iron and clay. In the dream comes a rock and breaks that statue, which then grows to become a kingdom that will conquer the world. Of course throughout the Biblical history that’s Jesus Christ who’s going to come. So King Nebuchadnezzar is amazed because Daniel was able to tell the dream and interpret it. 
· But by chapter 3 does the King repent and become Christian? No, by chapter 3 he gets upset and sets up a statue of himself with gold, 90 by 90 feet. He does this thinking his kingdom will last. And then he sets a rule that everyone, every time there’s music, band starts to play, and everyone has to bow so that my kingdom would last through this statue. 
· Revelation 6:11 says, “Then each of them was given a white robe, and they were told to wait a little longer, until the number of their fellow servants and brothers who were to be killed as they had been was completed.”  We’re going to talk about little commitments to big commitments, but I would like to talk about a verse in Revelation 6, again talking about human history, how God is the judge of the universe and at the end of the day for every single human being that has lived, His evaluation of our lives is what counts. And in this verse as the redemptive history has to go on, history has to go on but it cannot go on because of this fact. God’s salvation history to go on.
· God has ordained his people to carry on redemptive history and has ordained many people to be killed for the sake of Christ. Until that blood is spilled and His cross is pictured through their lives until their number of martyrs are fulfilled redemptive history cannot go on. I look at this verse and my heart is moving. We probably have a few thousand alumni in the past. In our church is there one, are there a hundred, a few hundred that would die for the sake of Christ? Are they chosen as one of the few of the people that this verse mentions? If that’s the case then I as a Pastor train these people to be able to perhaps be willing to die for the sake of Christ. There are so many people all around the world so many people in different religion that are dying for their own god. I wonder how many of us are ready if we have the privilege perhaps to die for Christ. Are we committed enough that we’d be willing to die for the sake of Christ? From that perspective let’s talk about commitment. Because small to great, we should be willing to do anything for Christ.
· First thing we can learn about commitment. Five lessons we can learn about commitment from this passage. First lesson is commitment defines who we are.

I. Commitment defines who we are
A. Am I a sinner or am I a saint?

1. Many of us make commitments and have broken them. Even with our human commitments. “I’ll be there. You broke it. I’ll be with you, I’ll take care of you. You broke it.” Sometimes in our Christian lives you say “Lord I’m going to live for you,” and you break it. Different commitments that we make in our lives, “Lord I’m never going to do that again,” we break it. Those are the moments we get discouraged and ask ourselves, “Am I really a Christian?” Am I a sinner or am I a saint that the Bible describes? Those are the times we need to understand the doctrine of dual nature.
B. The Doctrine of Dual Natures

1. If you want to live for Christ and understand this doctrine it’ll transform your life. Doctrine of dual nature means we’re born as sinners. Everything we do is sinful, because our motive is bad, it’s for ourselves. But when we become Christian now we have spirit’s nature, spiritual desire is in us. We have bad side and good side struggling within us. We’re already forgiven in Jesus Christ and God sees us as if we live with this spirit’s nature only in Jesus Christ, which is justification. But one day when Jesus Christ returns, that sinful nature will be gone. Until then we fight, one day we’ll be clean, one day we’ll be holy. We have sinful desires remaining in us while holy desire through the Holy Spirit is continuously growing. We are becoming more like Christ because of that. So what are we to do in Christian life?
C. So who are we?

1. Are we saints or are we sinners? If we’re growing in Christ by the help of the Holy Spirit we grow to be more like Christ. Sure we are growing to be more and more sinful but this will be gone when Christ returns. What does it mean to look at somebody and I have no other desire but love for that person. What does that mean? When somebody does well and glorifies Christ more, does better in their spiritual life I’ll be happy, no jealousy in me, I’ll be happy because Christ is glorified. One day that will happen. We are who we are becoming.

2. So who are we? Because of our dual nature, we need to constantly make commitments in our lives. There are two desires, two natures in us, fighting and struggling, so we need to make commitments. We’re growing people, we make mistakes, but we’re growing people. We’re going to change and continuously become more like Christ. We’re going to grow in our love for others and for Christ. Commitments define who we are. We are what we commit ourselves to

II. Commitments Must Be Made Before Trials and Temptations

The assumption is trials and temptations will come no matter what you do in your life. You may say “I’m going to love Jesus, I’m going to become a missionary, I’m going to go to China.” And then you sin and you go “Am I a Christian?” We go through that kind of cycle in our lives. “I’m going to talk about the gospel, I’m going to live for Christ” and then hardships come, trials come, temptations come, and we fall. That’s why commitments must be made before the trials and temptations. No matter what happens in our lives, we’re going to go through ups and downs, we’re going to make mistakes in our lives but we’re going to commit ourselves to live for Christ. Don’t say “oh maybe it’ll happen” kind of thing, no. Commitment has to be made. Look at Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego in this passage.
A. How were they able to say “No”?

Daniel 1:8, “But Daniel resolved not to defile himself with the royal food and wine, and he asked the chief official for permission not to defile himself in this way.”
1. Daniel and his friends were living in Babylonian culture, a sinful culture. Worldly culture, just like us. We have excuses, “Pastor Min, it’s so difficult. It’s so worldly out there.” These teenagers were living in a culture by themselves. Did they have good church? Probably not. They probably prayed together, had fellowship together, but they were able to survive in Babylonian culture as teenagers. These four friends committed themselves to God.

2. Before you can die for Christ you need to say “No” to eating some things that you are not supposed to eat. Not to drink the things you are not supposed to drink. He didn’t want to defile himself with the food and the drink that was given to the idols. He said “No” to little things so he would be able to say “No” to bigger things in his life. Small things, learn to say “No” so that you can say no to bigger things, you can say “Yes” to Christ always in your life. 
B. Learn to make commitments

1. Make commitments

a) Learn to make commitments now. There are many “No” commitments and many “Yes” commitments. There are a lot of common addictions, a lot of “No” commitments. Then there are a lot of “Yes” commitments. You can’t just say “No” and in the absence of your addictions, survive. You have to get busy; you have to be too busy to sin. You don’t want to ignore those things, but as your thinking process changes, as your habit changes, you have to get busy, you got to replace your “No’s” with “Yes’”. 

b) I’m going to say “No” to 8 hours of video games. Then you’re sitting there for 8 hours, I’m telling you right now you’re not going to be able to say “No” for 8 hours. You got to do some other things that can be good; some prayer time, reading of the scripture, small group times. Make some commitments, “I’m going to go to every small group.” Now you may have exam Wednesday and you may have small group Tuesday, then I would say stay up Saturday or Sunday night, stay home and study so that you can go to small group. Make some commitments like that. I’m not saying to do it. I’m saying you do at your own pace, things you’re going to be committed to. Some things you say “No” to, some things you say “Yes” to. 
c) You don’t have to say “I’m going to read the whole Bible this month,” that kind of thing. Might not be as realistic, some people can. But make some realistic commitment that’ll help you to grow. Don’t fearfully avoid making commitments but carefully make commitments because when you fear making commitments you fear just failing in it. 
2. Don’t be afraid of failure
If you make a commitment, what happens? You’re going to grow through those commitments even if you fail. As you try, you have to understand when you fail once, twice, you have succeeded in between trying to keep it. Some people just think about failures, “Okay I failed every month” but you have succeeded for 29 days in between. And because of those 29 days you are growing.  I’ve made thousands of commitments and I’ve broke every single one of them. But I grew while I was trying to keep it. That’s what commitment is about. You’re going to grow through this process. Now we can have different kinds of failures. I’m not saying every time you fail is okay.
a) Regression
(1) We can fail in regression. Let’s talk about Peter walking on water. Jesus was walking on water. The disciples were in the boat. And Peter said “Lord if it’s you let me walk on water.” And he was able to actually walk on water until he saw the winds and the waves and he started to go down. Failure in regression would be if Peter saw Jesus and said “Wow, Jesus is coming, I don’t want to go out there” and row the boat away from Jesus.
b) Stagnation

(1) We can fail in stagnation. Or at least he was not like the other disciples who were holding onto the boat because they were scared. 
c) Progression
(1) We can fail in progression. But at least he walked on water for a little while. Through he got scared and went down, that’s failure in progression. We make a commitment and grow in doing so, growing closer to Christ. And then we fail in our life, that’s failure in progression. Don’t be afraid to fail in progression. When we fail, ask for forgiveness and go right back to your commitment.
3. Keep going in the direction of commitment
a) Commitment is not about perfection, but it’s about progression. You make commitments not to keep it but in trying to keep it, you grow. That means you fail, you go right back and fight. Ask for God’s forgiveness, grace and strength and keep on fighting again. Have some accountability if you need it. Keep on going in the direction of commitments. A lot of times we’re afraid that God won’t forgive us again. God is ever-forgiving. If you’re a parent you understand, when a child starts to walk, he fails, falls down again. The parent never counts how many times he falls down, but parent counts how many steps s/he takes because they’re concerned about kids walking and growing through the process. That’s exactly what God is like. Make a commitment, don’t be afraid to make a commitment. Keep trying to make it, when you fail, go right back, forgiveness, strength, and keep on going. 
b) I love this story. I read this story a long time ago in a book called Extreme Devotion by Voice of Martyrs. It’s about a Chinese Pastor named Li Dexian.
“Just as Pastor Li Dexian began his sermon, the doors of the house church burst open. Armed officers of the Chinese Public Security Bureau poured into the room, threatening everyone present and grabbing Li to arrest him.

“Wait, please allow me to grab my bag.” As always, the pastor’s tone with the others was polite yet firm. 

The officers were surprised at the request. “What’s in there?” they demanded, grabbing the black zippered bag Li held and ripping it open. The bag contained a blanket and a spare change of clothes, Li told them, because he had been expecting to be arrested that day.

Pastor Li had been arrested many times. Twice, police had beaten him to the point that he vomited blood, and one time Li’s face was beaten with his own Bible. Li was warned that police were watching the village where he held his Tuesday meetings. He knew if he showed up to preach, he would be imprisoned. Today, Chinese citizens can be sent to labor camps for up to three years without a formal trial. 


The risks were great but Li’s bag was packed. More than having a bag packed though, he had his mind and heart prepared. He was willing to pay any cost to preach the gospel. He was convinced God would care for him—even in prison.”
c) He made a commitment before the trial and temptation and he was ready, bag packed. And when he was ready he was able to follow his commitment, not to denounce the name of Christ and boldly, no compromise, preaching the gospel.
d) John Wesley had said, “Give me a hundred men who love God with all their hearts and fear nothing but sin, and I will move the world.”

e) I pray that all of our bags are packed. No matter what happens in our lives, we’ll be ready to live for Christ.
III. Commitments Must be Based on our relationship with God

We just defined what commitment is. Now let’s see what has to happen in our hearts to make commitments. Commitments must be based on our relationship with God.
A. Faith

The first think I see in verse 17 and 18 is the faith of Shadrach, Meshach , and Abednego. Two things about God are shown in verse 17.
Daniel 3:17 says, “If we are thrown into the blazing furnace, the God we serve is able to save us from it, and he will rescue us from your hand, O king.”
1. He is able (sovereignty of God)

a) Not only is He powerful and strong but He is good. They trusted in God.

b) Our commitment is based on who God is and what God said He would do according to His promises. We will fail in our lives, but through those commitments and as we try to keep His Word, as we live our lives, God who is mighty, strong and good is going to enable us to keep going even through our failures and hardships and difficulties.  
2. He is faithful (goodness of God)

a) Hope for our faithfulness is His faithfulness towards us. You think you can do it? You can’t, I’ll tell you that now, I can’t do it and we’re going to fail. But we trust in Him. We’re in Jesus Christ and He’s going to keep on working in us and through us.
b) I look at you from the eyes of God. When I look at you with God’s eyes and His promises, I believe you’ll do mighty things for His glory. Because I believe in Him, that’s my hope.

B. Love

Daniel 3:18 says, “But even if he does not, we want you to know, O king, that we will not serve your gods or worship the image of gold you have set up.”
Philippians 1:21 says, “For to me, to live is Christ and to die is gain.”
1. I love the phrase, “but even if he does not”. That means if I go into the fire, I will burn and die. It’s going to hurt, be painful. This commitment was not an “only if” commitment, but an “even if” commitment.
2. So many times when we bargain it’s “only if”. “Only if you give me this amount, only if you do this for me.” Even when we relate with other people, when we date, “Only if you do this, only if you are like this,” even in marriage, “Only if people will break up the relationship, only if people will break up the marriage, break up engagement, only if” you have to look at a person if you make a commitment to marry somebody or date somebody. See if they’re “only if” people or “even if” people. “Only if” is “only if I obtain what I want or avoid what I fear.” That’s what it is. “Only if I survive, only if he saves me, only if I don’t die”.
3. But “even if” commitment is, “Even though I will not obtain what I love, not avoid what I fear, God as long as I have you, as long as your with me.” I think that was the essence of their heart behind their commitment. Lord, God you promised you’ll be with me, I believe you can and will save us, but even if You don’t that’s okay because you promised You’ll be with us.That’s exactly what Paul is saying in
Philippians 1:21, “For to me, to live is Christ and to die is gain.”

4. To live means living for Christ, He in me and I in Him. To live means Christ, but if I die it’s gain because I see Him face to face. I see Him in the fullness without sin.  In the fullness of our spirit, I see him face to face. What logic is this? Supernatural, biblical, eternal logic. This is what the Bible says.
C. Hope

Daniel 3:21 says, “So these men, wearing their robes, trousers, turbans and other clothes, were bound and thrown into the blazing furnace.”
1. Hope doesn’t mean “oh I wish this happens.” Biblical hope knows it is going to be true, so persevere. Through faith you receive God’s power and strength. Through the motive of our love we make a commitment and because we have hope of the truth that is coming we persevere and make choices in our lives.
2. They can make a choice, persevere. Biblical hope is related with perseverance. That’s why 1 Corinthians 13 says that in faith, hope and love will last forever. As we have faith we need to make commitments out of faith, love, hope because as we grow in this, this is what’s going to last forever. We persevere because of our hope. We make present choices because of our hope in his promises. You can’t really dissect it or divide it. It’s so intertwined in the condition of our hearts and helps us make present choices in our lives. Commitments must be made based on our relationship with God, trusting in Him, loving Him, hoping in Him. By his grace and strength we go on.
IV. Commitments Help Us to Get Closer to God

We defined what commitment is. Commitment must be made as we face our life before trials, hardships and temptations. And in our hearts, commitment must be based on our relationship with God in the condition of love, faith, and hope.
A. Fellowship

Daniel 3:25 says, “He said, “Look! I see four men walking around in the fire, unbound and unharmed, and the fourth looks like a son of the gods.”

Isaiah 43:2 says, “When you pass through the waters, I will be with you; and when you pass through the rivers, they will not sweep over you. When you walk through the fire, you will not be burned; the flames will not set you ablaze.”
1. They’re in the fire out of their commitment. Remember three men went in, but King Nebuchadnezzar observes four men. There’s a lot of theory about who the fourth person was. Two big theories are it’s an angel or Jesus Christ himself. I don’t know the answer, but whether it was an angel or Christ, but God was with them. God was with them whether through angel, through Christ, I don’t know if it was just Daniel appearing in this passage, but God was with them. The place of unprecedented heat was also the place of unprecedented fellowship. When it’s hotter, His presence is so much closer. He never promised absence of fire, but He always promised that you’d never be alone. But now my question became more “Lord are you with me?” because He promised you are never alone. We need to stop asking wrong questions but learn to ask right questions. “Are You with me? Am I pleasing to you? Am I in the right place even in the midst of fire, storms, difficulties, hardships?” He made a promise to the Israelites in lsaiah 43:2-3.

Isaiah 43:2-3 says, “2When you pass through the waters, I will be with you; and when you pass through the rivers, they will not sweep over you. When you walk through the fire, you will not be burned; the flames will not set you ablaze. 3For I am the LORD, your God, the Holy One of Israel, your Savior; I give Egypt for our ransom, Cush and Seba in your stead.”

2. When you pass through the waters, Moses, Israelites, I’ll be with you. When you pass through the rivers, Israelites walking into Jordan, they won’t sweep over you. When you walk through the fire, Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego’s, you won’t burn. Not absence of fire, but presence of God. You are never alone in the fire.
B. Freedom

Daniel 3:21 says, “So these men, wearing their robes, trousers, turbans and other clothes, were bound and thrown into the blazing furnace.”

Daniel 3:25 says, “He said, “Look! I see four men walking around in the fire, unbound and unharmed, and the fourth looks like a son of the gods.”
1. The second thing as we make commitments in our lives is freedom. Commitments help us get closer to God through fellowship and freedom. Compare verses 21 and 25. Do you see the correlation there? Before you go into the fire, bound, but when you’re in the fire, unbound with the presence of God. Freedom. Addictions don’t matter that much in the presence of fire or difficulty. If you fast you don’t have many other desires. You don’t feel like playing video games that much. For guys that have sexual addictions I’d say fast for a few days and you desire for pornography won’t be as strong. When you go through hard times, you focus solely on the basic needs of life that you become free.

2. Fire, then what happens? We’re disassociated with our addictions. We want God. When you go through a hard time with your family, when somebody you love is ill, when you’re having difficulty financially or academically, what’s happening? God wants you closer. You may be walking through the fire, but because of the fire, you just want God. “God help me, strengthen me, empower me, I need you!” Fire leads to fellowship, fellowship leads to freedom.

3. Fellowship and freedom is related. Think about this, after you fail go right back to repentance and fellowship because it’ll lead you to freedom. That’s exactly what
1 John 1:9 says, “If we confess our sins, he is faithful and just and will forgive us our sins and purify us from all unrighteousness.”

4. If you keep on confessing your sin, He’ll keep on forgiving you. Through that process, He’ll also purify us from all our unrighteousness. After you fail you have to go right back, be forgiven. In the midst of that constant fellowship because of your failures. One of the keys in growing spiritually is right after you fail. We have sinful nature, sinful desire, we’re going to fail, but we must go right back to the cross, ask for forgiveness and strength and in that constant process be free.
5. You need that fellowship. Even after success, go into that fellowship praising God. After failure, go into that fellowship asking for forgiveness. Then that fellowship will lead you to freedom.

6. I counsel many people with addictions and the key to overcoming is fellowship and freedom. Our sinful nature means we’ll be addicted to something all our lives. But through that failure that leads to fellowship that leads to freedom, we’re going to grow. Keep on making commitments.
V. Commitments Bring Glory to God

We defined commitment, decided to make commitments before trials and temptations and talked about our relationship with God in our hearts, and we know this is going to help us to get closer to God. Through that process God is going to be glorified. He’s going to show himself, show off Himself through you. There are two objects of seeing this glory of God through Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego, who made commitments in their lives.
A. Nebuchadnezzar

Daniel 3:28 says, “Then Nebuchadnezzar said, “Praise be to the God of Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego, who has sent his angel and rescued his servants! They trusted in him and defied the king’s command and were willing to give up their lives rather than serve or worship any god except their own God.”

1. The king of Babylon declared the law for all nations at that time to bow before his own statue. At the end of the chapter, Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego, were able to see God because God was showing Himself and showing off Himself through their commitments.
2. They feared God and didn’t compromise. They were rebellious towards the king but they were more purposefully submitting to the King of the universe. Through their faith, their fear of God rather than man, they were willing to give up their lives to be counted as three of the martyrs in Revelation 6. Nebuchadnezzar was able to see God in them and through them.
3. I hope that all of us have packed our bags and are ready to go home anytime. Have that attitude in our hearts. Just being ready to live for God, serving the Lord in our daily lives. We’ll be able to let go of things in our lives to live for Him. So the king of the world at that time was able to see God through these three.
B. The Nations

Daniel 3:4 says, “Then the herald loudly proclaimed, ‘This is what you are commanded to do, O peoples, nations and men of every language:’”
Daniel 3:29-30 says, “29Therefore I decree that the people of any nation or language who say anything against the God of Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego be cut into pieces and their houses be turned into piles of rubble, for no other god can save in this way.’ 30Then the king promoted Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego in the province of Babylon.”
1. Commitments bring glory to God. We didn’t read Daniel 3:4. That verse is in there because everyone at that time heard that edict and thought that if they didn’t bow, they would die. Everybody in the whole world who was under the Babylonian Empire knew that they had to bow to the statue of King Nebuchadnezzar. At the end of the chapter, because of Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego, the whole world heard the name of God. The God of Israel, of Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego was made known because they simply kept their commitment.
Two Observations:

1. In our failures
a. You have to understand history a little bit. Israel was under exile at that time, because they sinned. God saves and protects them, they do okay for awhile, they sin, God tells them through prophets for many years, and they continue to sin, then exile, pain, fire, then they repent. This is a passage where they’re in exile, under a superpower nation of that time. Then God uses someone like Joseph in Egypt, Daniel in the Babylon Empire and on and on you can find historical figures like this. They make a commitment to God, they serve God, and they shine through the superpower nation at that time and God’s name is declared through the people who are going through exile. God can use you in the midst of your failures. We don’t have to be perfect to be used by God. We are failing but we make a commitment, we keep going. Make a commitment to the Lord. “Do whatever you want with me.”
2. Few with faith

a. In the midst of the exile, God uses four people, Shadrach, Meshach, Abednego and Daniel in chapter 6. God can do anything and everything through a few. God fulfilled the salvation history of mankind through one person, in His own Son, Jesus Christ. Ones who commit and live for God with His presence, may be one or a thousand. God will use them all if they‘re committed to the Lord.
Conclusion

· We’re going to see this clip about the imprisonment of this Chinese Christian. He was in prison for awhile but he was released and he got so upset because he thinks if he’s freed, that means he denounced Christ. People will think that he denounced Christ. He was so mad that he wanted to go back to prison. Now this clip is going to use the word repent. Repent doesn’t mean Christian repentance, it means communism repentance. He repented, he denounced Christ. If you understand the language, you can see his commitment to God.
· Basically what he was doing was he didn’t want to be known as a repentant person, so he bought a house close to the jail and fasted so that people would know he did not deny Christ. He died like that, keeping a commitment to the Lord.
· Let’s pray to the Lord and think about our commitment to Christ. Through that commitment to Christ we receive strength, overcome temptations and hardships. Because we live for him, we study, work; go into our families, serve in our church and small group.

· We need to make some “No” commitments and we need to make some “Yes” commitments.. Nobody will force you to do anything, it’s between you and God. Commitment defines who we are, they must be made before trials and temptations, and it must be based on our relationship with God in our hearts, faith hope and love. Through that we grow, commitment helps us get closer to God, in fellowship and freedom. Commitment will bring glory to God. He’s going to show himself in us or through us and show off Himself through our lives.
· Pray to the Lord for a few minutes; make different kinds of commitments the Lord is laying down in your hearts. It may be a few minutes of bible or pray, a few less hours of blank. It may be to fight addictions, share with another person to help you. It may be to pray once every week, make a commitment to go to morning prayer once or twice a week, whatever it is. Make some “no” commitments and “yes” commitments, I hope they will go together. Make some commitments before God so that you can grow this semester to be like Jesus.

Suggested Closing Song Types
Hear Us From Heaven
Jesus Messiah

Not to Us
