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1What causes fights and quarrels among you? Don't they come from your desires that battle within you? 2You want something but don't get it. You kill and covet, but you cannot have what you want. You quarrel and fight. You do not have, because you do not ask God. 3When you ask, you do not receive, because you ask with wrong motives, that you may spend what you get on your pleasures. 4You adulterous people, don't you know that friendship with the world is hatred toward God? Anyone who chooses to be a friend of the world becomes an enemy of God. 5Or do you think Scripture says without reason that the spirit he caused to live in us envies intensely? 6But he gives us more grace. That is why Scripture says: "God opposes the proud but gives grace to the humble." 7Submit yourselves, then, to God. Resist the devil, and he will flee from you. 8Come near to God and he will come near to you. Wash your hands, you sinners, and purify your hearts, you double-minded. 9Grieve, mourn and wail. Change your laughter to mourning and your joy to gloom. 10Humble yourselves before the Lord, and he will lift you up. 11Brothers, do not slander one another. Anyone who speaks against his brother or judges him speaks against the law and judges it. When you judge the law, you are not keeping it, but sitting in judgment on it. 12There is only one Lawgiver and Judge, the one who is able to save and destroy. But you—who are you to judge your neighbor?
Introduction

· We will talk about what the Bible has to say about repentance, looking at James 4:1-12 and Luke 15:11-32.

· Repentance is important because it is related to all the core values of CFC. We used to live for our own purpose, but through repentance and the gospel coming into our hearts, we can live for the purposes of God. Our sins are the reason why Jesus had to die at the cross. The cross symbolizes how we used to live for our own glory. It takes much repentance to be trained. The word of God teaches us how we can repent.
· In the movie Harry Potter and the Sorcerer’s Stone, there’s a scene where Harry comes into contact with a magical object called the “Mirror of Erised”. “Erised” spelled backwards is desire. I’m so impressed by the writer of this book because she has insights into the heart without knowing God or knowing the Bible.

· The “Mirror of Erised” scene in Harry Potter is amazing. This scene gives insights into our hearts about how we are so preoccupied with ourselves and our desires to get self-fulfillment. The Bible says that we live for ourselves and that we forget to live for what we were intended to live for. Repentance is about getting out of the mirror because we are so preoccupied with what we want. If you think about how to get what you want all the time, you’re looking into the mirror. The Bible teaches us that we can go away from our selfishness through the process of repentance and turns ourselves towards what we were made to live for.
I. A Portrait of Sinners

There are two people in this passage, the older brother and the younger one. There are two religious levels, church and fringe. Whether we are churched or fringe, we are all sinners before God. There are sinners of the worldly kind, and sinners of the religious kind. Both are deadly according to this passage. The whole book of Luke pictures humanity as lost. Adam’s generation ran away and was lost. We follow God’s first son, Adam, and we have become children that are lost. But Jesus Christ, who is the second Adam, comes and restores mankind. This passage can also talk about the state of our heart. We can be spiritually sinful by being addicted to sin or being proud. We can progress in sinfulness. We’re sinners that slowly grow to be mature sinners that may not have external sins, but inside, we’re still filthy before the Lord. We need to examine both the younger and the older son. We’ll talk about three sins under the younger son, and eight under the older son. By examining our hearts, you can see the portraits of sin in yourself. 
A. The younger son

1. Desire for wild living: “I want to do whatever I want to do.”

a) Luke 15:11-13 says, “Jesus continued: “There was a man who had two sons. The younger one said to his father, ‘Father, give me my share of the estate.’ So he divided his property between them. “Not long after that, the younger son got together all he had, set off for a distant country and there squandered his wealth in wild living.”

(1) The younger son was doing whatever he wanted. Many people who do whatever they want think they’re free. The Bible says they’re not free. They’re addicted to doing whatever they want, trapped in their own desires. Try telling anyone who has an addiction to stop and they can’t stop because they’re addicted. When you eat something good, you’ll want to go back there. You’ll have to be careful because you’re addicted to something. Whenever you don’t want to read the Bible or pray or come to church, that’s because you don’t want to be free from your selfish desires. You’re trapped in other things. If you’re not addicted to good things, you’re addicted to bad things. I talked to a female who was addicted to liking guys, and she said, “I’m over it now.” But she would become addicted again in a few days. Our hearts are always addicted to something, so you must learn to be addicted to something good.
2. Distance from the father: “I don’t want to be controlled by anything.”
a) Luke 15:13-16 says, “Not long after that, the younger son got together all he had, set off for a distant country and there squandered his wealth in wild living. After he had spent everything, there was a severe famine in that whole country, and he began to be in need. So he went and hired himself out to a citizen of that country, who sent him to his fields to feed pigs. He longed to fill his stomach with the pods that the pigs were eating, but no-one gave him anything.”

(1) Whenever you don’t want God-given authority above you, you have to be careful.
3. Decreasing Satisfaction / Increasing Addiction: “I want more”
a) Luke 15:25-32 says, “Meanwhile, the older son was in the field. When he came near the house, he heard music and dancing. So he called one of the servants and asked him what was going on. ‘Your brother has come,’ he replied, ‘and your father has killed the fattened calf because he has him back safe and sound.’ “The older brother became angry and refused to go in. So his father went out and pleaded with him. But he answered his father, ‘Look! All these years I’ve been slaving for you and never disobeyed your orders. Yet you never gave me even a young goat so I could celebrate with my friends. But when this son of yours who has squandered your property with prostitutes comes home, you kill the fattened calf for him!’ “‘My son,’ the father said, ‘you are always with me, and everything I have is yours. But we had to celebrate and be glad, because this brother of yours was dead and is alive again; he was lost and is found.’”
(1) Decreasing satisfaction is the same thing as increasing addiction. When you’re sick of something, you’ll want another addiction. Many people who are addicted to drugs are addicted to the highest pleasure and seek the thrill of that first high. They say, “I want more, I want to be happy, but I can’t get there.” 
b) Luke 15:13-16 says, “Not long after that, the younger son got together all he had, set off for a distant country and there squandered his wealth in wild living. After he had spent everything, there was a severe famine in that whole country, and he began to be in need. So he went and hired himself out to a citizen of that country, who sent him to his fields to feed pigs. He longed to fill his stomach with the pods that the pigs were eating, but no one gave him anything.”
(1) Everyone is made to love God, which is a form of God’s grace. As our satisfaction decreases for worldly things, God is saying that you need me. We’ll always be empty and face difficulties. We can’t always get what we want and in those instances, it’s a chance to turn back to God and repent of our sins. Even being addicted to neutral things can draw you away from good things. Be addicted to good things can help you mature in the glory of God.

B. The older sons of the church
1. Luke 15:28-30 says, “The older brother became angry and refused to go in. So his father went out and pleaded with him. But he answered his father, 'Look! All these years I've been slaving for you and never disobeyed your orders. Yet you never gave me even a young goat so I could celebrate with my friends. But when this son of yours who has squandered your property with prostitutes comes home, you kill the fattened calf for him!'”

a) The younger son goes off and squanders his wealth. When he realizes what he’s done, he comes back. This is a picture of repentance for the tax collectors and sinners. People were criticizing these sinners for coming back and Jesus for spending time with them. When the younger son is coming back, the older son is angry and upset. The older son is thinking, “How can you love your son like that and throw a party for him when he comes back, but you never do anything for me?”
2. Selfishness

a) Luke 18:29 says, “But he answered his father, ‘Look! All these years I’ve been slaving for you and never disobeyed your orders. Yet you never gave me even a young goat so I could celebrate with my friends.”

3. You have to examine yourself. Is it all about me? How many I’s are in your picture? When Harry Potter is looking at that mirror, what’s wrong with wanting to receive love from his parents? It’s because I want to receive love from my parents. It’s selfishness, wanting to receive glory and honor from other people.
a) Luke 18:30 says, “But when this son of yours who has squandered your property with prostitutes comes home, you kill the fattened calf for him!'”

(1) When you think you’re better than someone else, or you’re more important than others, or your needs are more important than others, it’s all about pride.
4. Anger / Self-pity

a) Luke 18:28 says, “The older brother became angry and refused to go in. So his father went out and pleaded with him.”

(1) Selfishness can be expressed in two ways: anger or self-pity. Anger is “I’m better than him, why am I not getting what I want?” Self-pity is “I’m not better, but I still want what he has”. It’s any negative emotion when you don’t get what you want.

5. No love for his brother

a) Luke 18:30 says, “But when this son of yours who has squandered your property with prostitutes comes home, you kill the fattened calf for him!'”

(1) The older son refers to his younger brother as “this son of yours” but his father lovingly corrects him and says “this brother of yours has come back”. Sometimes we’re so preoccupied with our own needs, we forget to care for others. When we live in front of the mirror of ERISED, all we can see are the people that can give us what we want. Everybody has a mirror of ERISED in front of them. That’s how we see the world. That’s why we don’t care for our brothers.

6. No love for the father

a) Luke 18:28 says, “The older brother became angry and refused to go in. So his father went out and pleaded with him.”

(1) When the older son refused to go in, the father reassured the older son by telling him the father is always with him. He reminds the older son that everything that belongs to the father belongs to the son. The older son wants everything to be his. We are like that when we are okay with God until what we really want is at stake. We want to be God so we can get what we want. 
(2) You have to see if you love God or not, both in good situations and situations when you aren’t getting what you want. In your most difficult situations, identify what thoughts come into your mind. Job was an incredible guy. He lost 10 children and he still said, “Blessed be the name.” We think, ‘WOW,’ Job was singing that when he lost 10 children. If you lost your most treasured possession, whatever you see in that mirror of desire, will you still love God?
7. Judgmental
a) Luke 18:30 says, “But when this son of yours who has squandered your property with prostitutes comes home, you kill the fattened calf for him!'”

(1) The older son was making a judgment about the younger son. Do you judge other people by the clothes they wear, the way they talk, the music they listen to? Do you presume things about other people? God looks at the heart. The older son thought his younger brother was a terrible guy. But when the father looks at the younger son, he sees a beautiful son.
8. Blindness

a) Luke 18:29 says, “But he answered his father, ‘Look! All these years I’ve been slaving for you and never disobeyed your orders. Yet you never gave me even a young goat so I could celebrate with my friends.”

(1) Any father would spend all they have to provide for his children. The father provides, diapers, food, clothes, and more, and the older son says, “You never gave me anything.” He cannot see his own selfishness and blindness. I’ve counseled many people. The poorest person isn’t someone who sins, but someone who cannot see their sins. Some people are so blind to their sins. Can you see your sins and say sorry to the Lord?

(2) For people that have grown up in the church, if you cannot see your sins every day, you cannot grow. One of the most blessing things is being able to see your own sins and go to the cross and see the grace of God. You become so thankful for the Lord and His forgiveness that you want to grow continuously. May you be blessed with the vision of your sins. You can see your sins, you can see the cross, and you can see the grace.
9. Can’t say sorry

a) Luke 18:28-29, “The older brother became angry and refused to go in. So his father went out and pleaded with him. But he answered his father, 'Look! All these years I've been slaving for you and never disobeyed your orders. Yet you never gave me even a young goat so I could celebrate with my friends.”

(1) People who cannot say sorry are proud. If you can’t say sorry, you can’t be genuinely sorry to God. We have to learn to say that. Repentance is at least saying sorry.
II. The Definition of Repentance
A. Words
1. Old Testament shub
a) Shub means to turn. Here, shub means to turn around and go to the promised land. The Israelites were going to Canaan and wanted to turn back to Egypt. We need to follow Christ to the presence of God. It means to turn away from the previous way of slavery into His sonship.
2. NT – Metanoia

a) It means a change of mind. You used to live according to your own purpose, but through a change of mind, a new purpose has formed. People want to live for one thing, so they live to achieve that purpose in everything they do. We need to change our minds and hearts so we can live for the glory of God. 
3. The Old Testament is more visual and the New Testament is more internal. As the law of God is planted in our hearts, our hearts are changed so we can change the direction of our lives.
B. Principles

1. Agreement with God’s view

a) As you study the Bible, He gives you a picture of what you should live for and you agree with it. You used to live for yourself, but now you live for the glory of God. Am I going to live life according to self-fulfillment or live for God’s glory and pleasure?
2. Desire to fight again

a) You’re declaring war against the desire to live in sin for yourself. Your fight is one step at a time. Jesus says deny yourself, turn around, change your mind and your heart. You need to carry your cross and follow Christ. We might fall down, but our goal and direction is towards Christ. That becomes our identity and is our desire to fight again.
3. Desire to please God

a) Our motive is to please God. Our motivation comes out of love. We might fall, but when we know we’re forgiven, we will be refueled to keep on walking. The goal of repentance is to follow Christ, live for His purpose, to and to love Him.
4. Direction of change – even after failure

a) Why do you repent? Because you’re going in the wrong direction. God is concerned about your direction, not your immediate failures. You need to keep going in the right direction, go to the cross, and no away from it. Our picture of repentance is superficial. We think when we sin again, God won’t like us. But God’s thinking about our entire lives and making us become more like Christ.
5. 1 John 1:9 says, “If we confess our sins, he is faithful and just and will forgive us our sins and purify us from all unrighteousness.”

a) Forgiveness occurs instantly. Though we commit all sorts of sins, nothing is greater than the blood of Christ before we die. After you die, it might be too late. Before you die, no matter what sin you commit, He’ll forgive you. To forgive means to cancel your sins immediately. You fall right now, and you say sorry, He’s just. He’ll pick you up so you can walk again. You’re being freed from your slavery. It’s about direction.
C. Clarification
1. Repentance isn’t self-oriented. Repentance is having the attitude of receiving forgiveness from God. Your motive is to please God. We think of repentance negatively because we think it’s about putting ourselves down. But without true repentance, we can’t receive anything positive from God. It’s the door to every spiritual blessing from Christ.
2. Repentance isn’t feeling bad, but being sorry.

3. Repentance isn’t about being punished, but being thankful for God’s mercy and grace.

4. Repentance isn't about abusing forgiveness. Repentance is about desiring to change. If you want to sin, you’re going the wrong way. Desiring to change is going the right way.
5. Repentance hates sin. True repentance is love for Christ and a desire to follow Him.

6. Luke 15 illustrates exactly what we’re talking about. Verse 17 says, “When he came to his senses… he was squandering his wealth”. He came to his senses; a change of mind takes place. His direction changes and now he’s getting closer to God. He realizes how good it is to be with his father. He realizes he is hungry so he goes to his father. Though he is no longer worthy of being called his s on, he still goes to his father and sees the father’s grace and goodness. He’s restored as the son. God wants His children to be like Jesus.
III. Insights on Repentance
A. Essence of war
1. James 4:1-2 says, “What causes fights and quarrels among you? Don't they come from your desires that battle within you? You want something but don't get it. You kill and covet, but you cannot have what you want. You quarrel and fight. You do not have, because you do not ask God.”

a) Jonathan Edwards says that if God came down to earth, he would not last 5 minutes, and that’s what happened to Christ, our sins killed Him. The essence of war lies in selfishness. Why do two family members fight? Because they can’t both get the same thing. Why is there a war in Iraq? There are differing desires in battle. When we love something else, we can’t love God. We want to go back to Egypt and feed our addictions. But God says that’s adultery, our love has to be for Jesus alone.
B. Enemies of war
1. Heart

a) James 4:8 says, “Come near to God and he will come near to you. Wash your hands, you sinners, and purify your hearts, you double-minded.”

(1) We are the problem.

2. World

a) James 4:4 says, “You adulterous people, don't you know that friendship with the world is hatred toward God? Anyone who chooses to be a friend of the world becomes an enemy of God.”

(1) This world is filled with temptation, persecutions that prevent us from following God. The world is designed to make our hearts turn away from God. 
3. Satan

a) James 4:7 says, “Submit yourselves, then, to God. Resist the devil, and he will flee from you.”

b) Satan and his demons all have desires, just like us. They are spiritual beings. Satan uses this world against God. He built the system of this world to take our hearts away from God so our hearts will be in alignment with his desires. He wants to take us to hell where he’s headed to. Any sinners are enemies of God. We are part of that; we follow the rebellion of this world.
C. Help in war
1. James 4:6 says, “But he gives us more grace. That is why Scripture says: 'God opposes the proud but gives grace to the humble.'”

a) Grace stands for God’s Riches At Christ’s Expense. God gives us more grace.
2. God sent his son, Jesus
3. Holy Spirit

a) Even if you’re the only Christian in this world, there’s good backup. God the Father, God the Son, and God the Spirit are behind us in our war against sin.
b) Let’s see how the Spirit works. Verse 7 says submit yourself to God. If you submit your heart to God, it means you won’t submit to Satan’s desires. If you can deny yourself, Satan cannot do anything to you.
c) James 4:5 says, “Or do you think Scripture says without reason that the spirit he caused to live in us envies intensely?”

(1) God the Father caused the Spirit to be in us. Grace comes through envy. It’s related with prayer.

d) James 4:2 says, “You want something but don't get it. You kill and covet, but you cannot have what you want. You quarrel and fight. You do not have, because you do not ask God.”

e) Romans 8:26-27 says, “In the same way, the Spirit helps us in our weakness. We do not know what we ought to pray for, but the Spirit himself intercedes for us with groans that words cannot express. And he who searches our hearts knows the mind of the Spirit, because the Spirit intercedes for the saints in accordance with God's will.”

(1) The Spirit intercedes for us. When we want to satisfy our own selfishness, Christ is not exalted. But the Spirit is in us, and its goal is to exalt Christ. The spirit is envious of our hearts. When we’re detached from Christ, it groans. It envies and wants to follow Christ. When Paul says, “I want to do the things I don’t want to do and I don’t want to do the things I want to do”. The Spirit helps us in the midst of our troubles. When we want to sin, the Spirit gives us doubt or guilt. When you ask for prayer, accountability, the Spirit helps us through our prayers and others’ prayers to give us a greater desire to follow Christ.

(2) I have wanted to follow own selfish desire many times. Without his grace, I’d be far off. Our prayer today is that there would be groanings of the Spirit. It’s not about falling, it’s not about perfection, it’s about a desire to fight. Scripture helps us to pray to God. When we pray, he gives us power to go on.
D. Arenas of Repentance

1. Heart, Mind, Choice, Action
a) In your heart, you have two kinds of desire, selfish and righteous. Your thoughts are related to your sinful desires. You need to be careful of what your thoughts are occupied with. Occupy yourself with the Word and it can stimulate your Godly desires. If you keep feeding your sinful nature, your sinful desires increase at a greater rate. There, past thoughts will give you a desire to want to do those things again. You make a choice and it leads to action. You might be thinking of drugs, lustful things, and your heart is stimulated, and it reminds you biologically, a reaction takes place, and it leads to action. You need to groan and fight. It helps you get out of state of selfishness.
E. Three Kinds of Repentance

1. Washing hands

a) Every moment you see your sin, you repent right away

2. Showering

a) You need to wash yourself every night, reflecting and repenting during the night and strategizing how you can live the next day.
3. Bathing

a) Weekly, monthly, Lock-in, that’s when you have to bathe yourself. If you don’t do that, your heart gets so filled with addictions. You need to get rid of selfish desires through prayer.

F. 2 Kinds of repentance
1. Younger: direction

a) You need to have direction change. You need to want to live for the Lord.

2. Older: speed

a) You might have direction but you’re just sitting there with no hunger and no passion. You need to repent. If you don’t go on, it’s a matter of time before you’ll go in the wrong direction. If the older people in church are hungry and growing as fast as they can, it sets the speed of the church.

Conclusion

· This is the gold covering of my teeth, pretty disgusting. What happened is a few years ago it started to come off. If I was diligent, I would have gone to the dentist, but I was lazy. Before going to this missions trip, I was eating at a restaurant and I felt kind of empty. My gold covering was gone. I know I didn’t throw up anything so it was probably well into my stomach. It would have cost about a thousand dollars. But I have to live off other people’s offerings, so I felt responsible to find it. That was the last meal I had before going on a missions trip. So all throughout the trip, I was going through Kenya, Europe, all over the world, in search of it. I remember searching for it in an Indian restaurant in England because I was thinking I am responsible for the money. I eventually found it in a missionary’s house in Kenya. I leave the “how” up to your imagination. When I found it, I was so happy. I washed it about a hundred times with a toothbrush. And this is where it is right now (in my mouth). This is a picture of you, how you were lost in the manure of your sins. But God, who I’m representing, was in search of you, and when you were in your sins, He found you. He searched for you all over the world. He cleans you hundreds of times to reuse you. The Bible says the whole heaven rejoices when one gold covering is found. Every time you look at that, be thankful for His grace. I told this at J-Gen, a high school retreat, in front of 1200 people. One youth pastor came up to me and said you are bold and courageous. He said that changed my life because I’m just like that. The gold covering is similar to younger son. Next is my favorite poem, which is like the older son. It’s called “The Race”. It’s about a boy who kept on running a race.
· Whenever I start to hang my head in front of failure’s face, my downward fall is broken by the memory of a race. A children’s race, young boys, young men; how I remember well, excitement sure, but also fear, it wasn’t hard to tell. They all lined up so full of hope, each thought to win that race or tie for first, or if not that, at least take second place. Their parents watched from off the side, each cheering for their son, and each boy hoped to show his folks that he would be the one. The whistle blew and off they flew, like chariots of fire, to win, to be the hero there, was each young boy’s desire. One boy in particular, whose dad was in the crowd, was running in the lead and thought “My dad will be so proud.” But as he speeded down the field and crossed a shallow dip, the little boy who thought he’d win, lost his step and slipped. Trying hard to catch himself, his arms flew everyplace, and midst the laughter of the crowd he fell flat on his face. As he fell, his hope fell too; he couldn’t win it now. Humiliated, he just wished to disappear somehow. But as he fell his dad stood up and showed his anxious face, which to the boy so clearly said, “Get up and win that race!” He quickly rose, no damage done, behind a bit that’s all, and ran with all his mind and might to make up for his fall. So anxious to restore himself, to catch up and to win, his mind went faster than his legs. He slipped and fell again. He wished that he had quit before with only one disgrace. “I’m hopeless as a runner now, I shouldn’t try to race.” But through the laughing crowd he searched and found his father’s face with a steady look that said again, “Get up and win that race!” So he jumped up to try again, ten yards behind the last. “If I’m to gain those yards,” he thought, “I’ve got to run real fast!” Exceeding everything he had, he regained eight, then ten... but trying hard to catch the lead, he slipped and fell again. Defeat! He lay there silently. A tear dropped from his eye. “There’s no sense running anymore! Three strikes I’m out! Why try? I’ve lost, so what’s the use?” he thought. “I’ll live with my disgrace.” But then he thought about his dad, who soon he’d have to face. “Get up,” an echo sounded low, “you haven’t lost at all, for all you have to do to win is rise each time you fall. Get up!” the echo urged him on, “Get up and take your place! You were not meant for failure here! Get up and win that race!” So, up he rose to run once more, refusing to forfeit, and he resolved that win or lose, at least he wouldn’t quit. So far behind the others now, the most he’d ever been, still he gave it all he had and ran like he could win. Three times he’d fallen stumbling, three times he rose again. Too far behind to hope to win, he still ran to the end. They cheered another boy who crossed the line and won first place, head high and proud and happy -- no falling, no disgrace. But, when the fallen youngster crossed the line, in last place, the crowd gave him a greater cheer for finishing the race. And even though he came in last with head bowed low, unproud, you would have thought he’d won the race, to listen to the crowd. And to his dad he sadly said, “I didn’t do so well.” “To me, you won,” his father said. “You rose each time you fell.” And now when things seem dark and bleak and difficult to face, the memory of that little boy helps me in my own race. For all of life is like that race, with ups and downs and all. And all you have to do to win is rise each time you fall. And when depression and despair shout loudly in my face, another voice within me says, “Get up and win that race!”

· Wherever you are, He’s in the process of finding you. This is the picture in Luke 15:20 of what God is like as you’re repenting, getting up, and running the race. It says while the son was a long way off, the father was filled with compassion and ran.  This is the only place that says God ran. He ran to His son, threw His arms around him and kissed him again and again. He runs to you and kisses you. Get up and run the race. Not only will you be forgiven, you will also be purified. Keep on walking, keep on going, keep on running, and get up. All the power in the universe is for you so that you can go on. All you have to do to win is to rise each time you fall. If you can’t run, if you can’t walk, crawl! Just go to him saying, “I love you Jesus, I want to follow you.” That’s what repentance is. Run to the cross.
Suggested Closing Songs
Faithful One
All For Love

Take It All

Forever
